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ONCE upon a
time ...


ONCE upon a time, a poor nobleman married a very rich but proud and
bad-tempered lady. She was his second wife, and had two grown¬ up
daughters, of exactly her own disposition. The nobleman, too, had a
daughter—the loveliest girl ever known. She had been brought up by
her godmother, who, as sometimes happened in those days, was a
Fairy.
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The marriage was no sooner over than the step-mother began to be
very harsh and unkind towards this young girl, whose gentle and
loving disposition caused the behavior of her own daughters to
appear even more detestable than before. She made her do all the
hard work of the house; scrub the floor, polish the grates, answer
the door, wait at table, and wash up the plates and dishes.
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