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Preface


This sinfonia is a relatively straightforward arrangement for harpsichord, of the orchestral overture to Gluck's opera Iphigénie en Aulide Wq.40, which received its premiere performance at the Paris Opera on 19th April 1774 and was one of the first works that would eventually count towards the reformation of French opera. Supported by the endorsement he received from such eminent figures as Jean-Jacques Rousseau and François du RoulletI and the dauphine Marie Antoinette, Gluck's entry into French operatic life was not all plain sailing. The 1774 performance had been difficult for the artists to become accustomed to: the new less declamatory style of Gluck and the dramatic abilities that the composer called for, created opposition in several quarters but the more expressive possibilities for the stage that Iphigénie established assured its eventual success.


This arrangement was probably the first of the several to be made from Iphigénie but it is doubtful that Gluck would have reworked this overture himself. The significant arrangement in the present context is an edition of the overture for piano (4 hands) arranged by Hugo Ulrich (1822-1872)II in which Ulrich added the Allegro tempo direction in m.19 and in the use of the material from the harpsichord arrangement from the Più Allegro m.l79ff. And while the present arrangement commences in the Largo tempo the orchestral work differs slightly with the use of the opening tempo Andante. Neither the Allegro nor the Più Allegro tempo directions are found in the orchestral score. The same key and time signature is however, used throughout, and this is common to all the arrangements.
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