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The Armenian-American dairy farmer and businessman Demos Shakarian (1913–1993)1 founded the Pentecostal lay organization Full Gospel Business Men's Fellowship International (FGBMFI) in Los Angeles on October 13, 1951.2 The organization is dedicated to networking Christian businesspeople, spreading the Full Gospel3 faith, and financially supporting the growth of Christ's kingdom.4 Today, it has thousands of chapters in more than 95 nations.5


The FGBMFI was fundamental to the survival of the Healing Revival (1947–1958)6, as it took over the financing of Pentecostal healing evangelists7 in accordance with its objectives when other Pentecostal associations such as the Assemblies of God greatly reduced their support in 1953 and revoked the licenses of individual faith healers.8 But that's not all. “The organization has made a decisive contribution towards the spreading of Pentecostal ideas all over the world.”9


This paper aims to identify the participants of the FGBMFI Founding Breakfast on October 13, 1951, by critically evaluating existing sources.


Despite the significance of the founding meeting, the FGBMFI does not seem to glorify it in a memorial presentation, as might be expected, but rather treats it very superficially—in contrast to the legend surrounding Demos Shakarian's vision on December 26, 1952, and the meeting at Clifton's Cafeteria the following day, December 27, 1952.10


The official FGBMFI website contains only the following information about its founding under “Our History”:


“In January 1953, after receiving a God-given


vision the previous month, Demos Shakarian incorporated FGBMFI, beginning with one small chapter of businessmen meeting every week in Clifton’s Cafeteria in Los Angeles, California.”11


This summary is not only very brief, but also confusing, as the FGBMFI logo states “Established 1952.”12


The fact is that the founding meeting took place on October 13, 1951, in Los Angeles, the articles of incorporation were signed on November 22, 1952, and took effect on January 2, 1953.13


Despite the global scale of the organization, there is comparatively little academic literature about it and its founder. The most significant works and articles are:




	Demos Shakarian, How Our Fellowship Came into Being, Full Gospel Men’s Voice, Watsonville, California, February 1953, p. 3-4.


	John Sherrill, Elizabeth Sherrill, Demos Shakarian, The Happiest People on Earth, Chosen Books, Waco, Texas, 1975


	Vinson Synan, Under His Banner: History of Full Gospel Business Men’s Fellowship International, Gift Publications, Costa Mesa, California, 1992


	
Birth of the Fellowship, Voice Magazine, Costa Mesa, California, October 1993, p. 5-6.


	Val Fotherby, The Awakening Giant: The Miraculous Story of the Full Gospel Business Men's Fellowship international, Marshall Pickering, London, United Kingdom, 2000.


	Matthew W. Tallman, Demos Shakarian: The Life, Legacy, and Vision of a Full Gospel Business Man, Emeth Press, Lexington, Kentucky, 2010




Demos Shakarian was a follower of the Full Gospel Pentecostal faith,14 supported Christian evangelistic events and healing evangelists since the early 1940s,15 and, as a successful dairy farmer, was a member of the Christian Business Men's Committee (CBMC, founded in 1930) as well as founder of the CBMC chapter in Downey, California.16 What he missed in CBMC was a stronger focus on the effectiveness of the Holy Spirit and more “pneumatic vitality.”17 He became a close and lifelong friend18 of the Pentecostal healing evangelist Oral Roberts (1918–2009)19, whose healing campaign in Los Angeles he supported at the end of 1951.20 Oral Roberts encouraged Demos Shakarian in his plan to establish an organization for networking Pentecostal businessmen and promoting the Christian faith.21 On October 12, 1951, Demos Shakarian invited all the Christian businessmen present at Oral Roberts' tent meeting on the corner of Atlantic Boulevard and Anaheim-Telegraph Road22 to a joint breakfast the following day, where they would found a new Pentecostal organization.23 The meeting was to take place in the second-story banquet room of Clifton's Cafeteria24 at 648 South Broadway. The cafeteria, founded by Clifford “Cliff” E. Clinton (1900–1992)25, was a popular meeting place where Christian businesspeople occasionally liked to meet for meals,26 which may have had something to do with the fact that Clifford Clinton himself was a Christian entrepreneur.27


On October 13, 1951, Demos Shakarian was somewhat disappointed to find that only 18 businessmen had accepted his invitation.28


Ultimately, it was Oral Roberts' visionary closing prayer and his dream of a thousand chapters that generated a sense of faithful optimism and momentum among those present.29
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