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DESCRIPTION


This book is for people who are searching for a job in Switzerland and want to move there, and for expats who are already living in Switzerland.


Written by an economic and legal professional, this book covers l the topics that expats need to know about moving to and living in Switzerland, including job searches, salaries, labour legislation, visa and permits, recognition of foreign education, housing markets, health insurance, school systems, and much more.


Moreover, the book will not only give you insights into the Swiss job market and legislation but will also save you plenty of time and help you avoid some costly mistakes.


The book will hopefully help you to land a job in Switzerland and integrate quickly into the Swiss working environment and lifestyle.


It’s a must have guide if you want to move to Switzerland or you are an expat living and working in Switzerland.


The guide also includes templates, checklists, and other useful tools, including the following:


	CV and cover letter templates



	Chat GPT prompt



	Over 20 questions for interview preparation



	Salary negotiation checklist



	Budget template for living costs



	Moving to Switzerland checklist



	Work and residence permits



	and more



The book you wish you had read when you moved to Switzerland.









INTRODUCTION


Welcome to Switzerland, »Willkommen in der Schweiz - Benvenuti in Svizzera - Bienvenue en Suisse« a country known for its strong economy, high standard of living, and excellent job opportunities.


Whether you already live in Switzerland or are thinking about moving there, in this book you will find l you need to know about your job search and the successful start of your working life in this beautiful country. This book is your complete guide to l legal and economic essentials of working and living in Switzerland.


There is a saying in law, “Not knowing the law is expensive.” Regarding the labour market, we can say, “Not knowing the labour market is expensive.” When moving to a new country, you will encounter new customs and regulations. Therefore, it is important to prepare yourself properly for the work and life there.


The labour market in Switzerland has low unemployment rates and good working conditions. Companies in Switzerland are constantly looking for skilled professionals, both at home and abroad. In the first part of the book, you will find useful tips for finding a job in Switzerland, from where to look for work to tips on your CV, cover letter, and job interview, including practical examples.


Salaries in Switzerland are among the highest in the world. One of the most common questions foreigners have is about salaries. In this chapter, you will find a wide range of information about salaries in Switzerland, where to find reliable information, and a guide to how to negotiate a salary specific to your situation.


In the second and third parts, you will get to know legal aspects of working in Switzerland. The second part is dedicated to work and residence permits. Here, you will discover which permits you need and what conditions you must meet to obtain your permit. In the third part, you will learn about work legislation and important provisions about employment contracts, working time, rest, holidays, sick leave, salaries, and termination, etc.


Finally, you will have to manage your personal matters. The fourth part is devoted to the topic of life in Switzerland. Here, you will learn more about flat searches and what you need to organise when moving to Switzerland, from customs to registering at the authority office, insurances you will need, living costs in Switzerland, and the Swiss school system.


The book guides you step by step and offers you plenty of practical tips and useful information. Above all, it provides you with the guidance and strategies you need for a successful start to working and living in Switzerland.










PART I JOB SEARCHING IN SWITZERLAND










THE LABOUR MARKET IN SWITZERLAND


The Swiss labour market is stable with a strong economy and a low unemployment rate. The Swiss economy is one of the most competitive in the world, and is known for its skilled workforce, innovation, political stability, low taxes, and excellent living conditions. This makes Switzerland an attractive destination for both multinational companies and foreign workers.


The unemployment rate in Switzerland has been low for many years. In 2024, the unemployment rate was 2.4%. Switzerland has a low unemployment rate because of a strong economy and an effective labour market policy.


About 99% of l companies in Switzerland are small and medium-sized enterprises with fewer than 250 employees, which create about two-thirds of jobs. Many multinational companies, which employ many people and contribute significantly to the Swiss GDP, also have their headquarters in Switzerland. Fourteen of the 500 largest companies by market capitalisation are located in Switzerland. These include Nestlé, Novartis, Roche, UBS, Zurich, Swiss Re, and Glencore and operate in the pharmaceutical, raw materials, financial, and food sectors.


There are four official languages in Switzerland: German, French, Italian, and Romansh. Since there are many international companies and organisations in Switzerland, English is widely spoken in the business world, which makes it easier for foreign workers to enter the Swiss labour market.


Some interesting facts:1


Number of inhabitants (2024): 9 million


Official languages: German, French, Italian, Romansh


GDP of the country (2024): approx. USD 934.9 billion


GDP per capita (2024): approx. USD 103.700


Median gross salary (2024): CHF 85.100/year


Unemployment rate (2024): 2.4% (SECO)2


Average pension (2024):


Average pension for men: CHF 52.448/year


Average pension for women: CHF 36.108/year


Share of employees by sector (2024):


	Service sector: 77.8%



	Industry: 19.9%



	Agriculture: 2.3%



Significant Swiss companies by market value:


	Nestlé



	Roche



	Novartis



	Glenocre



	Swiss Re



	Kühne & Nagel



	ABB



Table 1:Top 100 Swiss companies by revenue for 2021





	2021

	Company

	Revenue (Mio. CHF)

	Nr. of employees





	1

	Vitol

	255006 (2)

	5400





	2

	Glencore International

	186228

	135000





	3

	Gunvor

	123390

	1600





	4

	Cargill International

	122842 (2)

	150000





	5

	Mercuria Energy Trading

	118820 (2)

	1200





	6

	Nestlé-Konzern

	87088

	276000





	7

	Roche

	62801

	101465





	8

	BHP Billiton Group

	55587 (2)

	34478





	9

	Novartis

	47186

	104323





	10

	Kühne + Nagel International

	32801

	78000





	11

	Coop-Gruppe

	31872

	82697







	
12

	Migros-Konzern

	28932

	97541





	13

	LafargeHolcim

	26834

	69672





	14

	ABB

	26456 (2)

	104400





	15

	MSC Mediterranean Shipping Company

	25000 (1)

	75000





	16

	Debiopharm International

	22850 (2)

	450





	17

	Adecco Group

	22646

	33000





	18

	Ineos

	20352

	26000





	19

	MET Group

	19566 (3)

	1700





	20

	DXT Commodities

	19032

	121





	21

	Syngenta

	15294

	27810





	22

	Tetra Laval International

	14875 (3)

	35275





	23

	Varo Energy

	14485 (3)

	1500





	24

	Compagnie Financière Richemont

	14209 (3)

	34760





	25

	ALSO

	13398 (3)

	4000





	26

	Liebherr International

	12582 (3)

	49611





	27

	Emil Frey-Konzern

	12200 (1)

	22000





	28

	Schindler

	11236

	69015





	29

	Swisscom

	11183

	18905





	30

	DKSH

	11106

	33100





	31

	Schweizerische Bundesbahnen

	9870

	33943





	32

	LVMH Swiss Manufactures

	9690 (1)

	





	x

	Ameropa

	9600

	2655





	34

	EuroChem Group

	9325 (2)

	





	35

	Sika

	9252

	27059





	36

	Transgourmet-Gruppe

	9100

	29365





	37

	Rolex

	8050 (1)

	6500





	38

	Alcon

	7515 (2)

	22200





	39

	Fenaco Genossenschaft

	7382

	9551





	40

	Swatch Group

	7313

	31503





	41

	Barry Callebaut

	7208

	12783







	
42

	Alpiq



	7177

	1266





	43

	Die Schweizerische Post



	6877

	42019





	44

	Givaudan



	6684

	16842





	45

	SGS



	6405

	93297





	46

	Axpo



	6056

	5207





	47

	Hilti



	5978

	31115





	48

	Lonza Group



	5409

	16218





	49

	Maus Frères



	5000 (1)

	





	50

	Logitech International



	4801

	5900





	51

	Lindt & Sprüngli



	4586

	14135





	52

	Apple Switzerland



	4500

	600





	53

	Clariant



	4372 (2)

	13000





	54

	Amag-Gruppe



	4300

	6500





	55

	Firmenich International



	4272

	10000





	56

	Bell Food Group



	4152

	12333





	57

	Emmi



	3912

	9230





	58

	Omya



	3900 (1)

	





	59

	Dufry



	3900

	36000





	60

	Galenica



	3835

	7239





	61

	Denner



	3810

	6078





	62

	Implenia



	3765

	7653





	63

	Georg Fischer



	3722

	15111





	64

	Stadler Rail



	3635

	13067





	65

	Rehau



	3567 (3)

	20000





	66

	BKW



	3554

	10750





	67

	Geberit



	3460

	11809





	68

	Swiss Steel



	3415

	9914





	69

	Sonova



	3364

	16733





	70

	Artemis



	3315

	10713





	71

	Werco Trade



	3277

	25





	72

	Repower



	3255

	607







	
73

	Bucher Industries

	3176

	13562





	74

	Sulzer-Konzern

	3155

	13816





	75

	Galderma

	3123 (2)

	5700





	76

	Endress + Hauser

	3107 (3)

	15117





	77

	Sunrise Communications

	3040

	1800





	78

	Google Switzerland

	3020

	4000





	79

	Aldi Suisse

	2950 (1)

	3000





	80

	Bühler

	2755

	12489





	81

	Octapharma

	2713 (3)

	9977





	82

	OC Oerlikon Corporation

	2649

	11808





	83

	Partners Group

	2629

	1573





	84

	BMW (Schweiz)

	2578

	342





	85

	Franke Group

	2557

	8130





	86

	Dormakaba

	2500

	14989





	87

	Coop Mineralöl

	2496

	124





	88

	Energy Financing Team (Switzerland)

	2399

	990





	89

	Lidl Schweiz

	2350 (1)

	4520





	90

	Ferring Pharmaceuticals

	2337

	6600





	91

	Transocean

	2336 (2)

	5530





	92

	Mercedes-Benz Schweiz

	2300 (1)

	400





	93

	Ems-Chemie

	2254

	2646





	94

	SIG Combibloc

	2229 (3)

	5900





	95

	Omega

	2200 (1)

	





	96

	Hôpitaux Universitaires de Genève

	2161

	12792





	97

	Siemens Schweiz

	2130

	5900





	98

	Digitec Galaxus

	2122

	2350





	99

	Montana Tech Components

	2118

	1342





	100

	Swiss International Air Lines

	2100

	7916







Source: www.handelszeitung.ch


Legend:


1) Evaluation from the Handelszeitung newspaper.


2) Data in USD, converted at the exchange rate of 0.914 CHF (previous year: 0.938 CHF).


3) Data in Euros, converted at the exchange rate of 1,081 CHF. (previous year: 1,070 CHF).





1 https://www.bfs.admin.ch


2 The national unemployment rate includes all persons registered with the regional employment services who are not in employment and are immediately available for employment.









JOB SEARCHING IN SWITZERLAND


Companies in Switzerland publish job offers on job portals and company websites, through recruitment agencies, regional employment office (RAV: Regional Arbeitsvermittlungszenter), and social networks.


The following are some of most used search channels for finding a job in Switzerland:


Job portals:


	Jobs.ch



	Indeed.ch



	Jobscout24.ch



	Jobup.ch



	Monster.ch



	Job-room.ch



Job agencies:


	Addecco



	Manpower



	Universal Job



	Michael Page



	Randstad



	Page Personnel



	Robert Half



	Hays



	
Kelly Services



	other



A more detailed list of recruitment agencies and headhunters can be found on the website www.work-switzerland.com.


Social networks used for job searching in Switzerland:


	LinkedIn



	Xing



Practical tips:


	Fill in your LinkedIn profile properly and add your work experience with as many relevant skills as possible. Doing so will give you more chances that employers and headhunters will find you on social networks.



	In addition to the social networks LinkedIn and Xing you can use online portals, such as meetup.com, for networking. Here, you will find different types of communities of interest for various industries.



	The following portals will help you find information about companies, including salary levels, employee satisfaction, etc.:



	Glassdoor.com



	Kununu.com










JOB APPLICATION


Most employers in Switzerland require candidates to send complete application documents (Ger. Bewerbungsunterlagen ) when applying for a job, which include the following:
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