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Introduction


The allegory is a linguistic placeholder for the parable. To understand a person better, it is worth looking at their whole family. The family member parable has many relatives, obviously close relatives such as mother, father, brother and sister as well as those who have married in from some distant side, adopted, there are also first cousins (first degree) as well as untraceable 25th cousins (25th degree) and probably also a number of family members who are not such − those who simply went to the wedding party, although they had no connection to the family, but pretended to be a deeply connected family member.


A colourful mixture of kinship called allegory, analogy, comparison, simile, didactic piece, metaphor, allegory, similitude, maschal and nimschal and others.


As this picture is very colourful, we can easily imagine that parables not only play a role in the Jewish or Christian religion, but also in many other religions, cultures and poems.


The undisputed grandmaster of the parable is Jesus Christ. He is said to have told (sorry, I haven't counted) 48 parables in the New Testament.


The following is an extract:




	The fig tree (with and without fruit)


	Creditor and two debtors


	House built on rock and sand


	The guest without a wedding garment


	The wise and foolish virgins


	The pearl of great price


	The camel and the eye of the needle


	New wine in old wineskins


	The leavened bread


	The unmerciful creditor


	Treasure in the field


	Mustard seed


	Entrusted talents


	Tares and wheat


	The Last Judgement


	The unjust judge


	The prodigal son


	The lost sheep


	The lost coin


	The Good Samaritan


	The sower





Although Christ used everyday life at that time for his parables - for example, there were no street lamps, everyone walked with an oil lamp, the seed was not sown with millimetre precision using a machine but was scattered by hand, seeds fell on stones, under weeds, etc. − although he used these situations, which we rarely encounter in our everyday lives, they still leave a deep impression today. They are easy to remember with a hidden important message that we discover when we think about them.


One of the things that impressed me was the parable of the five wise and five foolish virgins. All ten waited for the Lord, who did not come at the expected time. When he appeared, the oil lamps were empty. The five wise virgins had a reserve, refilled their lamps and were invited to the wedding feast in heaven. The five foolish ones first had to go to the city to refill their lamps. When they stood at the gates of heaven, these were and remained closed. They were too late, a moment too late because of their negligence, and this brief moment meant that they had to stand outside the locked gates of heaven for an eternity.


This parable reminded me of an incident with my father. We were repairing the drain in the kitchen at home and realised just before we finished that a piece was missing. So we rushed off, ran to the underground, travelled seven stops and rushed to the nearest plumbing shop. Back then, there were no large, almost permanently open DIY shops, and there was no such thing as same-day express delivery via the internet. None of that existed yet.


We arrived at the small shop at exactly 1.01 pm, 1 minute after closing time. Behind the glass pane, we saw the owner locking the door at various levels. We were able to talk to him through the glass door, complaining about our misery, a weekend without normal drainage of the dishwater, no, we would have to dispose of each bowl separately. None of it helped. The owner would not budge. We were standing in front of a closed toilet cubicle for a minute.


That day, there wasn't another young person in the world who understood the five foolish virgins better than I did.


Parables come to life when we look at them through our everyday lives, even if they look different (but only outwardly) from the time of Christ.


The German word Geglichenes (here translated as allegory) also has relatives: Ausgeglichenes (balance), Abgeglichenes (alignment), Beglichenes (settlement), Verglichenes (comparison) and certainly even more relatives. If we join each of these different family members and look at the parable from the different positions, then a rounded picture emerges from everything, which is what we often strive for in life.


In every parable there is an equation made up of a number of unknowns.




	OT + NT = BB or


	OT + NT = L





The first equation is simple:


OT (Old Testament) + NT (New Testament) = BiBle.


But the second equation has another explanation.


OT is not only the Old Testament but also Ordinary Times.


O(rdinary)T(imes) + N(ew) T(estament) = Life.


That is the equation behind the parables: the ordinary times links up with the New Testament or the parables so abundant there and results in (=) life. And which of us doesn't like to understand our complicated lives through this simple equation?


The following collection contains just over 60 short stories, each of which is based on a biblical passage, usually from the New Testament. As we have four children, the stories are deliberately divided into four volumes, a small legacy to the children to discover in their own lives or the lives of their own families the precious treasure of the parables that Christ so often used. A short time to catch your breath, a short time perhaps to reflect, a short time perhaps to delve deeper.
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1.


Groundbreaking or Working Faith


The word had spread everywhere. The country was filled with the news. Without television, telephone, cell phone, newspaper, internet, courier service, it had spread a thousand times faster: the incredible news of his miracles. There was nothing he couldn't do. Reading someone else's mind. Recognizing the pitfalls of the law in good time. Maneuvering between the various powers without becoming vulnerable. He was the bright ray of sunshine for children, the hero of youth, the hope of women in their oppressed position, the light on the horizon for the poor, the needy, the desperate, the terminally ill, the possessed, the weary, the lame, the blind, the lepers, beggars, thieves, prostitutes, tax collectors.


And now he had come to their village. Sitting in a small house, people hanging in the windows so that at least one of his glances would catch them, an uncountable crowd gathered around the house, shouting, tugging, everyone fighting to get a few centimeters closer to him.


Nathan lay on his bed. For many years. Paralyzed in the legs, only a few of his arm muscles still animated with some strength. There was a knock. Before he answered, the door opened. His brother and his friend entered, his father and one of his uncles were waiting outside.


We'll take you to him, Eli said.


To whom? Nathan's voice was weak.


To the Lord. He has come to our village. A great miracle for us.


He won't allow me to see him. We have no money.


The Lord does not take money. It is an advantage that you are poor. The first time in your life that poverty is an advantage.


What should I tell him?


Nothing, he knows why we're bringing you.


He will ask about my faith. I've been lying on this bed too long to have faith.


He will see our faith and it will be enough for him.


You need your faith for yourselves. Don't you have any requests for him?


Yes, but your request comes first. It is greater.


The years had made him bitter, suspicious. Was it not selfishness on the part of the others, they no longer had to worry about him once he was healthy. On the contrary. He was in their debt. The many years of their help. They would expect him to repay them to the best of his ability.


He was lost in bitter thoughts when they dragged him out into the daylight. The sun was blinding, he hid his face under the blanket. Outside, people were shouting, their venomous looks could be felt through the woolen blanket as they had to leave because of him. But his friends were undeterred, spreading the crowd like a plow ripping up the earth.


There was nowhere to go in front of the house. It was impossible to get in. No-one was prepared to give way any further, no-one who was in the house would voluntarily come out to make way for him.


Eli, his friend, jumped onto a man's shoulder and from there on to the roof of the house. It was lightning fast. Before the crowd knew it, the first bricks fell to the ground. Seized by terror, the people scattered. The friends carried the stretcher through the cleared passageway and Eli kept tearing the tiles off the roof. Then they lifted him up and carefully lowered him into the house, right in front of the Lord's feet.


The Lord did not look up, he had long since seen everything.


It became deathly quiet. No-one dared to breathe. Even the teachers of the law, who were busy arguing, were silent.


Jesus thought about the faith that the people had shown. And the Lord said to him:


Your sins are forgiven. (Luke 5:20)


And he knew that the Lord could not lie.
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2.



2.


Late Turnaround


His appearance in the pulpit outshone everyone and everything, even the Lord hanging on the cross above the altar. Everything was just an accessory, an adornment, for his powerful words. For today, he had prepared the crown of his sermons, a symphony of praise for the archbishop and minor-key announcements of punishment for wretched sinners, a masterpiece of words, interrupted in the right places by booming chords from the organ to give the audience a taste of purgatory. Every little detail had been rehearsed, the entries had been practiced many times with the organist, at the climax of the judgment the choir's performance, Dies irae, from Verdi's Requiem, made even him shudder every time.
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