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Pilot Mountain in Surry County, seen from North Carolina Road 1151 outside Pinnacle in Stokes County.


For all those people, who like me love Western North Carolina and the people living there, and for those people who haven't yet visited this part of The United States of America and therefore haven't learned to love the region and its people!


Thanks to everyone who helped me during my visits to the area, no one named, no one forgotten, and thanks to Tim, my son, who has endured long hours in and out of our car during our visits to the region!


In this 2nd edition, some errors have been corrected. I hope that you will excuse any remaining errors. They are caused by me, not by my proofreaders. This edition has more photos and some additional information including more attractions in different counties.


Jan Kronsell, Brøndby, Denmark 2020


Web: www.kronsell.net


Mail: wncbook@kronsell.net




Introduction


Let me start this by introducing myself. I am a foreigner to the United States of America and to North Carolina. I live in Denmark, in a suburb of Copenhagen, our capital city, around 4,500 miles (7,200 kilometers) from Asheville. I haven't even lived in North Carolina or elsewhere in USA, but I have paid a lot of visits and travelled around 75.000 miles on American roads from 2000 until now and hopefully more are to come in the future. I have visited 41 of the 48 contiguous states, but I always come back to North Carolina or rather to Western North Carolina. I have visited that area at least once a year since 2012, and several times before that. By the way, many northern Europeans have the misconception, that USA is "just on the other side of the Atlantic Ocean", that is on the same latitude as they are themselves. But nothing could be more wrong. Copenhagen is located at around 55, 40' North while Asheville is at around 34, 35' North, a difference of more than 20 degrees or a bit more then 1,450 miles south of Copenhagen. This means that to visit Eurpean city around the same latitude as Asheville you have to go to someplace like Nicosia in Cyprus or somewhere in North Africa.


But enough of this! Why does a foreigner want to write a guide to Western North Carolina? To answer my own question, there are a couple of reasons. First, I have not been able to find any other guide that told me, what I wanted to know. Second, I love this particular corner of the United States of America, both its nature, its history, but most of all, its people. The "friendliness and beauty" of the title, includes all of this. Maybe some of you readers are looking for information that is not included in this guide and if that is the case I am sorry, but this is what I would like to have known on my first trips to the area.


But why would anybody want to visit this remote, rural area of America when you can visit New York or Chicago with all that big cities have to offer, Florida or California with the great climate or the national parks in the southwestern part of the country with all their natural beauty? Maybe you will find out, when you have read this guide, if you get that far, that there are actually a lot of things to see and do and an equal lot of places to visit in Western North Carolina – even a national park if that is what you are looking for, and the most visited of all national parks at that.


However, you will probably have to be interested in nature and/or history or just want to relax among some very nice and hospitable people, to find Western North Carolina interesting. Why? Well, if you want to go swimming in the ocean, or if you are looking for big city vacations, you better go somewhere else. Western North Carolina is 250 miles from the nearest ocean, but if you need a swim there are plenty of rivers and lakes, where you can take a dip. And most hotels/motels have pools. But there are no oceans around. Neither are there any big cities in the area, and the weather is not that great either. This guide covers two larger cities though, even if they are just outside the actual area that is called Western North Carolina. The guide is first and foremost written for foreigners to the United States who would like to visit the area but hopefully some Americans will find at least part of it interesting as well, even if some of the subjects in this guide may seem obvious to them.


As mentioned above I have visited Western North Carolina (often just written WNC) many times for shorter or longer periods and in this guide I will look into the history, geography, nature and tourist attractions that I personally find worth visiting. I will also give a shorter or longer description of each of the counties in the area. Not all of them are equally interesting and has as many attractions, but that is the same all over the world. Some places are more interesting to visit than others.


This guide is by far based on my own visits and experiences in the area, supplemented with facts from other sources. This means that the evaluations and comments that I give along the way is based solely on my own opinion and is not necessarily shared by other people, and other people are welcome to disagree with me in their opinions. If you wonder why I do not give addresses of places to stay and eat, and of sights to see and so on along the way, it is because I have gathered most of these information in a section at the end of the guide. Those who cannot be found in this section, you have to look up yourself. I do not give prices of hotels, motels, restaurants, entrance fees and more, because they are subject to frequent changes, and would make this guide obsolete even before it was published.




History


Humans have lived in the southern Appalachians for at least 8,000 and maybe up to 15,000 years; archeological finds prove that. The area has apparently been inhabited continuously since the first humans arrived some time after the latest ice age. Unfortunately, nobody knows with any certainty who these people were, even if some burial mounds have been found in especially the piedmont region. The findings show that these people were nomadic hunter-gatherers, but from around 1000 BC there are traces of more resident farmers. Archeologists know the period from 1000 BC to 1000 AD as "The Woodland Culture". Some archeologist think that this period lasted until the natives met with white people, but most call the period after 1000 AD "The Mississippi" Culture. There is still doubt about who actually inhabited the land through the Woodland and Mississippi cultures, but more and more archeologists as well as historians believe that it was ancestors of the present day native tribes. Several of these tribes claim in their legends, that they have lived in the area "always", even if some historians suggest that they are descendants of people who have migrated to the area at a much later time.


The members of the Mississippi Culture were mound builders. Not burial mounds, but mounds built for ceremonial purposes. An example of the discrepancies between native legends and historian's interpretation is the Cherokees. They claim that their ancestors built the mounds on which they built their council houses, while many historians agree that the Mississippi Culture built them, but that these people were not ancestors of the Cherokees. That is a discussion for another time and place though. In the piedmont area, traces of fortified towns have been found, and a small number of fortified towns was found inside the area that makes up WNC.


Hernando de Soto and the years of the Spaniards


The first white people to arrive in western North Carolina were members of Spanish explorer, Hernando de Soto's expedition around 1540. His first meeting with the natives of the land took place in a village near present day Hickory. The tribe he met was probably the Catawba tribe, but on his expedition he also met members of the Cherokee tribe and some other tribes. The Cherokees were the dominant tribe in WNC and eastern Tennessee, laying claim to an area, that included parts of the present day states of North and South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Tennessee, Virginia, West Virginia and Kentucky and the tribe's sphere of interest stretched as far as Ohio, Indiana, Mississippi and even New York. When De Soto arrived in the area, the tribe possibly numbered as many as 75,000 people, but around one third of these died in the decades after the Spaniards visit from diseases brought by the Europeans for which the natives had no immunity, like smallpox and measles.


In 1567 Spaniard Juan Pardo built a fort close to a native village, Joara, near present day Morganton. Later he built another five forts in the area. He divided his 120 men between these forts, but within 18 months the forts were destroyed and except for one, all the Spaniards were killed. The last one was spared so he could return to his countrymen and tell them that they were not welcome and to stay away.


The Moravians and their successors


Apart from a few occational hunters and a very few settlers, the next organized group of Europeans to come to the area after the Spaniards was probably a group of Moravians lead by Bishop August Gottlieb Spangenberg, who were sent from the congregation in Pennsylvania, to find a place where members of the congregation could settle in peace. In 1752 the group reached as far west as eastern (present day) Tennessee, but they did not settle here. Instead they returned east to a part of Yadkin River Valley on the plateau east of the mountains. Here they bought a piece of land from John Carteret, 2nd Earl Granville, who owned an eighth of both North and South Carolina. The area they bought covered around 123,500 acres or almost half of present day Forsyth County, where the area is located. Here they established some settlements including what became Bethania in 1759 and Salem in 1766 (since 1913 Winston-Salem, see page 33). Only one of the members of the group returned to WNC, where he settled in what is now Ashe County. Even if they did not stay long in the area, the Moravians has left their traces here and there, like in the place name Moravian Falls in Wilkes County


As time passed more white hunters and traders, especially Scots, Irish and Germans from the colonies north of North Carolina arrived in the area. They settled among the natives, not least the Cherokees. In the beginning, natives and Europeans lived peacefully together, but as more Europeans arrived and established their own settlements, the peace was over. Great Britain forced many tribes to sign treaties in which they abandoned land against a financial compensation that more often than not was never paid in full. The continuous immigration of white settlers on native land led to many skirmishes and even more serious fighting. Famous Daniel Boone, lived in Yadkin Valley (in what is now Wilkes County, but was then part of Surry County) until 1773, when he moved to Kentucky with his family. In 1775 he was hired to lead a party of businessmen from North Carolina through the mountains to Sycamore Shoals on the Watauga River near present day Elizabethton in Tennessee. Nortth Carolina lawyer Richard Henderson led the party, and they negotiated a purchase of a large tract of land in northern Tennessee and Southern Kentucky from the Cherokees. The purchase known as The Henderson Land Purchase or The Transylvania Land Purchase was illegal, as the British Government had prohibited any purchasing of native land by civilians. In 1775 though, not many in the colonies cared much for British laws, as the War of Independence was already in the making. Also to the Cherokees, the sale was illegal. Even if many notable chiefs signed the treaty, they were not allowed to sell any tribal land to anyone, and some of the younger chiefs did not approve. The purchase in the end resulted in the 18-year long war between the colonists and parts of the Cherokee tribe that later became known as The Chickamauga Wars, which did not end until 1794.


War of independence, civil war and reconstruction


During The War of Independence, most of the residents of WNC sided with the colonists in the fight against Great Britain, while a few loyalists (Tories) joined the British. A force of around 1,000 men from North Carolina (which at the time also included parts of present day Tennessee), participated in the famous Battle of Kings Mountain, where the rebels defeated the British troops. Some of them met near present day Elizabethton in Tennessee and marched across the mountains, and the members of this force were later known as The Overmountain Men. When the war was over, fighting with the Cherokees and other tribes was intensified. Many tribes had sided with the British during the war, as they believed that the British would treat them better than the colonists did, and that the British in contrast to the colonists would prohibit European expansion west of the Appalachians. Many natives fought hard against the invaders of their homeland. Among these where Cherokee chiefs like Dragging Canoe, Bob Benge, Major Ridge, John Watts, Doublehead and several others.


After the War of Independence farming in North Carolina developed. In the eastern part of the state were large plantations with slaves as the primary workforce. Maybe these plantations were not quite as extravagant as the plantations in South Carolina and The Deep South but even so. Also in WNC were plantations and farms run by slave labor. Even the wealthy among the Cherokees built large plantations and bought slaves to work them. The number of slaves in Western North Carolina was never as large as in other parts of the state though. There were simply too few very large plantations with hundreds of slaves. Most farms were small and were worked by the owner and his family, sometimes supplemented by day laborers that were hired for short periods. Unlike slaves, you did not have to feed the laborers, when there was no work to be done.


Larger farms were often worked by so-called "share croppers", people who did not own land themselves, but worked the land on behalf of a land owner against a small portion of the harvest. Slaves did exist in the area and there were a number of "free blacks"; slaves that had been set free. Most slave owners owned one or two slaves and very few had more than 10 even if a few very large plantations, especially in the eastern part of WNC had maybe 30 or 40 slaves. After the revolution, a lot of Moravians and Quakers arrived in the area, and as opponents of slavery, these groups tried to persuade their neighbors to abolish slavery and free their slaves, and from time to time, they succeeded. As an average 33 % of North Carolina's population before The Civil War were slaves, which was less than in the other southern states and in WNC the number was down to 10 % and in some counties even less.


In December of 1860, South Carolina left the Union as the first state and soon after other states followed. On April 12th 1861 The American Civil War began when troops under General Pierre G. T. Beauregard opened fire against Union troops on Fort Sumter in Charleston's harbor. As mentioned above, North Carolina was a slave state too, but the state was in no hurry to leave the Union. In fact a lot of people, especially in the western counties were Unionists. It was not until President Abraham Lincoln called for North Carolina to gather an army and invade South Carolina that North Carolina left the Union and joined the Confederacy on May 20th 1861. Even then, the inhabitants of WNC were not eager to leave the Union. In the vote that preceded the secession, a large majority in WNC voted to remain. In Wilkes county only 51 (free white males – the only ones with the right to vote) voted for secession while 1,851 voted for remaining in the Union. However, even if a large portion of the people were Unionists, North Carolina ended up sending the largest contingent of any Confederate State to fight for The Confederacy. 155,000 men out of a population of only 600,000 whites and free blacks joined the Confederate Army. In Wilkes County, where only 51 had voted for secession, 358 volunteered for the Confederate army within the first month.


Even if many volunteered, it was not because they all wanted to preserve slavery. The majority did not own slaves, and quite a few of those who did, knew that the days of slavery were numbered. So when poor farmers and farm laborers joined the army it was rather because they valued their state higher than The Union. Most people felt more like North Carolinians than Americans and most believed in state rights, and that the states should not be controlled by outsiders like politicians in Washington or elsewhere. This attitude also meant that Civil War governor Zebulon B. Vance, elected in 1862 and re-elected in 1864, got on bad terms with Confederate President Jefferson Davis as Vance claimed that if USA should not limit the state's rights, neither should the Confederacy.


That not all were on the Confederate side is shown by the fact that 15,000 men from North Carolina, of which many came from WNC, joined the Union army, and during the war a group by the name Heroes of America was founded. The purpose of this group was to help captured Union soldiers to escape back to their own lines. Of the North Carolina soldiers fighting on both sides of the war, around 40,000 died. Of these more died of diseases than were killed in battle. Among the deadliest diseases were malaria, typhoid and dysentery.


On April 9th, 1865, the supreme commander of the Confederate army, General Robert E. Lee surrendered his Army of Northern Virginia to Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant at Appomattox Courthouse in Virginia. A few days later, General Joseph Johnston who commanded the Confederate army in North Carolina surrendered to Major General William T. Sherman near present day Durham. The last shots of the war east of the Mississippi were fired near the town of Waynesville in Haywood County in WNC on May 6th 1865 by members of Thomas' Legion. William H. Thomas, the only white that ever was chief of the Cherokees, attacked a Union force in town as he did not know that Lee and Johnston had surrendered. When he tried to persuade the commanding Union officer to surrender, he was told that both Lee and Johnston had surrendered a month before. Thomas therefore chose to surrender his own legion mostly consisting of Cherokees and men from the mountains. West of Mississippi the war continued for another couple of months, but de facto, it was over, and reconstruction after four years of war with more than 750,000 dead on both sides could commence. More Americans died during the Civil War than in all of USA's later wars put together including the Vietnam War. Of the 750,000 dead 260,000 died from acts of war, 370,000 died from diseases and 120,000 died from others reasons such as starvation, cold, crimes and accidents.


The Reconstruction Era as the period from 1863 to 1877 is called was not easy for the south including North Carolina, and even if WNC was not hit as hard as other parts of the state, it made it hard enough for the people who had survived the war to survive the peace. The state was under military control, and even if the president appointed a governor, and there was a congress, both had to have their decisions acknowledged by the military commander. I will not go into American politics of this period, but in the first years after the war, ”Radical Republicans”, who wanted to punish the south, not help them back on their feet, governed the country. The freed slaves should be given the right to vote, buy land, take an education and obtain public office and so on, which the Democrats strongly opposed. They had been forced to accept that the slaves had been set free, but that was it. Former slaves should not have rights equal to whites. Organizations like Ku Klux Klan and Red Shirts fought hard – also using violence - against colored people being allowed to vote. The governor, William Holden, elected in 1868, tried to fight these organizations, but he was impeached in 1870, accused of acting to harshly against his own citizens. He was found guilty and was removed from office.


Modern days


Through the end of the 1800's and in the years after the turn of the century the conditions got better, but there were still many who opposed colored people's rights, and many efforts were made to prevent blacks from having any influence. An example of this was the so-called Black Codes from around 1865 and the Jim Crow Laws, adopted in 1876. The latter demanded racial segregation in all public institutions, public transport and so on, even if the civil rights were the same between blacks and whites – at least on paper. The Jim Crow laws were not abandoned until 1965. This meant that a lot of African Americans left North Carolina in the years after 1900. All in all more than half a million African Americans left the south in the years before 1940.


Positive things happened as well though, like The Wright brothers' first flight on Kitty Hawk off the coast of North Carolina. This was the first ever airplane flight and North Carolina license plates still says "First in Flight".


During the first decades of the new century, efforts were made to rebuild the economy, but then came The Depression. During this period farmers in the western part of the state suffered badly as only a few could afford buying their produce, but in connection with President Franklin D. Roosevelt's New Deal program, many gave up whatever they used to grow and started growing tobacco. Guaranteed minimum prices on cotton also helped. It was also under the New Deal program, that the construction of Blue Ridge Parkway (more on page 45) was undertaken, creating jobs for many who had none.


In the years after World War II, North Carolina was one of the southern states that did best, and the state is still one of the leading states in the south when it comes to education and research. The progress is most recognizable in and around the larger cities, Charlotte, Raleigh-Durham and Greensboro, all in the piedmont area. Most famous is probably the so-called "research triangle" between the three large universities, North Carolina State University in Raleigh, Duke University in Durham and University of Northern Carolina in Chapel Hill. Even with a few excellent universities in WNC, the same kind of progress is not seen here. Many large companies, especially furniture and textile companies have moved the production abroad. On the other hand, some large IT companies have established data centers in the area.


Historic markers


Of course there is much more to the history of Western North Carolina than told in this short chapter. This is after all a guide, not a history book. A lot of historical events have taken place in this region of the state, some were big and influential on world history, while some were small and insignificant, except for the people who partook in them.


However, you can learn a lot of at least some of these events, just by driving around the area. In some of the later chapters in this book, I mention something known as historic markers. There are many of these markers all over USA, but they were invented in North Carolina, and the first one was put up more than 80 years ago in 1935. Today there are more than 1,500 of these markers all over the state. I do not know how many of these are within the region covered in this book, but it is quite a lot. In Avery County, you find seven of the markers, in Burke County thirteen, Cherokee County has five, Haywood County seventeen, McDowell seven, Rutherford nine, Swain nine, Watauga nine, and I could go on like this.


The real name of these markers, which go by the name "History on a stick", is Highway Historical Markers, as they are placed next to roads (highways) close to where the event, the marker is telling about, took place. They normally consist of a white sign on a pole, bearing a few short lines of text simply stating what happened nearby. I quote from one of the thirteen markers in Burke County. This is marker N-24 on NC 268 northeast of Patterson, Caldwell county, 2,5 miles east of the intersection with NC 1560 and below the Chapel of Rest:


COLLETT LEVENTHORPE


Confederate general, physician, author. Born in England, settled in North Carolina about 1847. Grave is 150 yds. north.


And the other markers are as brief as this, but if you spot one, and want to know more, you can look it up on the internet. Just search for the marker in The North Carolina Highway Historical Marker database, which you can find on www.ncmarkers.com/search.aspx. Here you can search for markers before you go, if you want to know what is to see along your route.




Geography, nature etc.


North Carolina is normally divided into three geographical regions. To the west is the mountain region, which itself is divided into different areas. To the east is the coastal plains region at the Atlantic Ocean and between these two regions is a plateau, called the piedmont region, from Latin and French, piedmont meaning "the feet of the mountains". This could be translated into "foothills" in English but as this term is used for a part of the mountain region, I will just call it the piedmont region. This division by the way is not only valid in North Carolina but for all of the United States east of The Appalachians from New Jersey to Alabama.


[image: ]


Western North Carolina or just WNC is a well-defined area of North Carolina. The area includes all of the mountain region as well as a small part of the western piedmont region. The area comprises 28 of North Carolina's one hundred counties. In this guide I have included four counties that are not within the general definition, but some that I find might as well have been. Also two larger cities in counties outside the area are mentioned as I think they are both interesting. More on page 31 and 33.


The map above shows the area (within the red line) that is included in this guide. The four counties that I have included on my own account are Gaston County, Iredell County, Lincoln County and Yadkin County, marked with yellow color. The area including the "added" counties comprises around 12,750 square miles (33,000 square kilometers) which would place WNC as number 42 in size if it was an independent state, just a bit larger than Maryland. WNC is bordered to the south by the state lines of Georgia and South Carolina, to the west by the Tennessee state line and to the north by the Virginia state line. To the east, the boundary is more diffuse. Interstate Highway 77 passes through the eastern part of WNC and is often considered the eastern border, even if it is not true, as the area expands east of the interstate in the northern part of the area, and does not quite reach I-77 in the southern part of the area.


Western North Carolina is itself divided into three regions, High Country, Tennessee Valley and Foothills. High Country is the northwestern part of the area and its center is Boone in Watagua County. In the area are a number of attractions that I will get back to in my description of each county. This region has some of North Carolina's best ski areas, like Beech Mountain, Appalachian Ski Mountain and Sugar Mountain. Ski tourism, farming and Christmas trees are important sources of income in the area.


The southwestern part of WNC is known as Tennessee Valley even if we are still in a mountainous region and not in a specific valley. Therefore, you will from time to time see the area referred to as "Land of the Sky". When it is called Tennessee Valley, it's because most of the rivers in this area ends in the Tennessee River or tributaries of that river, and the area is therefore partly controlled by the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA). The most important town in this area is Asheville, county seat of Buncombe County.


The Foothills region is a transition area between the mountains and the hilly piedmont. In the foothills, the landscape drops from almost 4,000 feet in the mountains to a mere 1,500 feet or so, even if some peaks are taller than that. There is no actual "center" in the foothills, but towns like Lenoir, Wilkesboro, Hickory and Morganton are local centers.


Gold, gemstones and other minerals


I am not exactly a geologist, so this is not a chapter about geology as such, but about the minerals, you can find in Western North Carolina.


Let me just start with telling though that The Appalachians, including the Blue Ridge Mountains, The Great Smoky Mountains and other mountain ranges in the region, are some of the oldest mountains in USA, which is apparent when you look at how eroded they are compared to say The Rocky Mountains (no more than 80 million years old). The Appalachian Mountain Range is at least 480 million years old! The bedrock of the southeastern Appalachians is mainly made up of granite and gneiss. That is as much as I will say about geology as such, besides mentioning that there are a number of smaller fault zones running through the region with The Brevard Fault Zone being the major one. This causes some earthquakes in WNC but most are insignificant and often not felt at all. The latest major earthquake was in 1926, known as The Mitchell County Earthquake and it reached 5.2 on the Moment Magnitude Scale (MMS), but it did not cause much damage, except from some toppled chimneys and broken water pipes. In 1916 a 5.5 MMS1 earthquake with epicenter near Waynesville hit the region and caused damage for more than $3 million (about 75 million in 2020 value) and creating floodings in a couple of counties due to landslides that blocked rivers and creeks. But enough of that. I have never experienced any earthquake or at least none that I have noticed.


Gold


In 1799 gold was found in North Carolina, in Cabarrus County east of Mecklenburg County in the Piedmont Region. It was the first time gold was discovered in the United States. This gave rise to the first gold rush in USA and until gold was found in California in 1848, North Carolina was the leading producer of gold in the United States. Most of the gold was found in the piedmont region, but a little in the mountain region, and you can still pan for gold in some places as a recreational activity. You may also be able to find gold dust in some riverbeds but you will need a permission to pan, as most are on private land, and you are not allowed to prospect on protected land like national forests or state parks.


Minerals and gemstones


The region is rich in minerals and gems, and you can find both precious and semi-precious stones here. There are a lot of mineral and gem mines and in some of these you can pan for a fee. Many are found around Franklin and Spruce Pine but also many of other places around the area. I will mention a few of these mines, when I go through the different counties, but far from all. The Spruce Pine area is so rich in minerals that the town is actually know as Mineral City. Asbestos, copper, corundum, chromium, feldspar, lithium, marble, mica, quartz, tin and uranium are among the minerals found in the counties covered in this guide, even if not all are mined. Among the precious and semi-precious gems that have been found in the region are amethyst, aquamarine, emerald, hiddenite, kyanite, rhodolite, ruby, sapphire and zircon. In addition, a few diamonds have been found in WNC, but none after year 1900.


So if you are interested, look up some of the mines in the area that are open to the public – normally for a fee. My own findings are limited to mostly nice looking but invaluable stones, a small piece of amethyst and three very small emeralds.


Mountains and rivers


As the term Mountain Region suggests, this area is dominated by mountains; mountains that are smaller ranges in the large mountain range known as The Appalachians, which stretches from around Quebec in southern Canada to Alabama. The two most important ranges in WNC are Blue Ridge Mountains and Great Smoky Mountains. Among the lesser ranges are Black Mountains, Brushy Mountains, Great Balsam Mountains, Plott Balsams, Sauratown Mountains and South Mountains, but there are more. In Black Mountains you find Mount Mitchell, which with it's more than 6,680 feet is the tallest mountain in USA east of the Mississippi River. In WNC there are a total of 43 mountains reaching to more than 6,000 feet and 82 peaks reaches heights of between 5 and 6,000 feet. Mountain passes in this area are called "gaps", like e.g. Newfound Gap, a pass on US 441 on the state line between North Carolina and Tennessee. In winter many of these passes are closed due to snowfall, and even when they are not closed due to snow, they can be closed because of strong winds. The wind can be so powerful in the passes that even big semi-trailer trucks can be blown off the road.


A lot of rivers cut through the area. French Broad River, Hiwassee River, Little Tennessee River, Nolichucky River and Watauga River all flows into the Tennessee River Valley, some via other tributaries of the Tennessee River. It was on the banks of Nolichucky River, in present day Tennessee, but then in North Carolina territory2 that hunter, soldier and politician, Davy Crockett was born in 1786, but I got sidetracked there. New River runs north into the Ohio River Valley, and the water from all of these rivers finally ends up in The Gulf of Mexico through the Mississippi. Broad River, Catawba River, Saluda River and Yadkin River flows east through the foothills and finally empties into the Atlantic Ocean. The fact that some rivers flow west while others flow east is an indication of a divide, and this divide is known as Eastern Continental Divide to separate it from The Continental Divide in The Rockies. Until around 1760, The Eastern Continental Divide was the border between British and French possessions in North America, French west of the divide, British east of it.


Climate and weather


Western North Carolina is in a zone with a humid continental climate, but because of the mountains you can actually experience three different climate zones in the region. In the lower parts of the area the climate is subtropical, above that it turns temperate, and in the highest areas you will find a boreal climate, which you normally have to go to Canada to find.
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