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Foreword


Woodturning - An old craft is becoming more and more popular


It all started with an elastic long piece of wood. A belt attached to it to turn the workpiece clamped between two centers, the other end attached to a seesaw-like foot switch. Finished was the seesaw lathe, which still finds enthusiastic followers today. Not least because of the low speeds and forces involved, a seesaw lathe is often a first lathe for children, who can thus learn woodturning in a fairly harmless way. It allows you to try out chisels and scraper and learn which tool angle allows you to cut the wood effectively.


In the past a pole lathe was used to produce everyday items right in the forest. The lathe was assembled and disassembled on the spot and the waste wood from the still fresh and green logs remained on the forest floor. It is hard to imagine woodturning in a more ecological way than that. These first woodturners cut the wood with axes and hatchets and turned it into chair legs, struts, and other needed utensils. Furniture from that time that survived to this day bears witness to the accomplished skills of these craftsmen, who still were turning their piece of wood by power of their own muscles.
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