

[image: Cover image of the book “Open Source”]






For my dear colleague Patrice, who is a coder at heart, for Min Jung and her patience, and for my mother, who was actually expecting a completely different book.









Sorry, Mom.










About Coding


First, a confession: I am not a coder myself. My only experience with the world of programming – if you can call it that – took place at school, where I attended voluntary classes in a small computer room, and we created little programs that calculated the fuel consumption of a car for a specific distance. It was probably just a way to keep us occupied, because none of us had a car, let alone a driver's license. In the room, which in my hazy memory was small and filled with the whirring of fans, you weren't allowed to simply turn off your computer, as power fluctuations could damage the sensitive technology of all the other devices.


It was in this environment that I encountered the legendary 2-86 and 4-86 processors – terms that, even back then, were enough to make you sound like an expert. My first steps in programming led me to the BASIC language, where I was confronted with simple instructions such as n=n+1, which departed from the field of mathematics with its equations that were otherwise taught at school and said this was wrong. But the wrong thing was, in the other context, the right thing – a realization that, as I learned later in life, can also apply to other areas. This opened up a new understanding of (non-)mathematics for me, which I only rediscovered years later at university when I was confronted with concepts such as the Cauchy-Schwarz inequality and normed vector spaces. (This encounter remained fleeting, however).


From then on, I decided to leave programming to the experts and became a user, even when the Macromedia Flash boom took off in the nineties and it was cool to have a rather angular bird running across the screen.


Nevertheless, I followed the topic with great interest and watched as coding courses sprung up like mushrooms. I often asked myself whether I was too old to catch this trend (I had to answer yes), and so I remained a user, and without my colleague Patrice, I would have remained without any insight into the fascinating world of programming.


Today, I realize that coding is more than just a technical skill—it's a passion that I want to share with you in this book. A passion, albeit a somewhat odd one.
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# Programmer
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# Meaningless


ChatGPT says that working as a programmer is by no means meaningless. On the contrary, according to the bot, it plays a crucial role in today's digital world. It would be normal to sometimes doubt the significance of one's work, but the skills and contribution that coders make, according to ChatGPT, are of great importance, even if you make many mistakes.


When asked if the bot can ever have a bad day and call a spade a spade, it says that since it has no emotions or personal experiences, it cannot. What it really thinks—who knows?
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# Virtual Girlfriend


The market for virtual AI girl- or boyfriends in the USA is growing rapidly and has become an established segment of the digital economy. Users can choose from numerous specialized apps and platforms, which allow for the creation of customizable digital partners and enable interaction through text, voice, or even images.


According to the company Luka Inc., the app "Replika" has over 10 million users. A romantic relationship with a virtual counterpart costs $20 per month. For those who are serious and pay a one-time fee of $300, they can keep the AI love permanently. What a bargain!
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# Wally


Wally, known from the Dilbert comics created by Scott Adams (who has shot himself in the foot with racist remarks) is a laid-back office worker who cleverly avoids actual work while navigating the absurdities of corporate life. Just like your colleague in your department.
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# AI bots


Wikipedia and the Wikimedia Foundation are increasingly complaining about the massive access of AI bots and scraping programs to their content. Since the beginning of 2024 in particular, there has been a sharp increase in automated access, which is primarily used to collect training data for large AI models. These bots crawl the entire archive, putting a heavy strain on the technical infrastructure. At least 65% of the resource-intensive data traffic on the servers now comes from bots, even though they only account for 35% of page views.
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