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I. Introduction


CAGED rules!


From the 1920s the guitar was considered one of the most popular instruments. Since then, many blues, jazz and country guitarists have written wonderful songs that are still popular to this day. From the mid-1950s, the electric guitar with Elvis Presley, Chuck Berry; the Beatles or the Rolling Stones to the defining instrument of Rock'n Roll.


Guitar virtuosos such as Jimi Hendrix, Eric Clapton, Joe Passe, Eddie van Halen, Steve Vai and others have taken the music to new heights with their individual guitar techniques. Their sounds, guitar solos and rhythm guitars continue to enchant listeners to this day.


The guitar heroes of the rock and jazz era had one thing in common: they seldom had a solid education. Learning to play the instrument was limited to learning technique from other musicians, accompanying music from records, or getting a few lessons from a neighbor. Because some of these heroes died very young, they didn't have time to practice the same chords or scales for years.


Ever since guitar has been available to study around the world, music and guitar techniques have become more and more intellectual. As a beginning or advanced guitarist, you often have the feeling that you don't know where and how to start learning to play the guitar.


There must be a guitar concept that you can learn within two to three years and with which you can play the different styles.


At some point I came across the CAGED system while practicing on the guitar. Since it hardly gets any attention in many books and studies, I had quickly forgotten it again. However, as I began to study Joe Pass and Pat Martino, I noticed that both guitarists used the five basic chords and five activities, respectively, to get clarity on the fretboard. Jimi Hendrix, Eric Clapton, John Frusciante and many other well-known guitarists always refer to the five basic chords of the CAGED system.


It doesn't matter whether you play chords, expand chords or improvise: A look at the five basic chords is enough to get clarity about the fretboard.


With the CAGED principle you can certainly not explain how the guitar greats thought or how they approached the fretboard. But it can simplify your own approach to understanding the fretboard. No matter how complex music sometimes seems, many things are simpler than you think.


CAGED rules!


Robert„Landy" Landinger




Regarding this volume


This volume focuses on the major basic shapes C, A, G, E, and D. The five shapes are the basis for everything you do on the guitar. Starting with the major scale, you will learn how triads and shapes are created.


Once you have learned the shapes and are able to play a few songs with them, you can use the „Fill-me-up" method to learn major pentatonic scales, major arpeggios, and the major scale. The „Fill-me-up method" always refers to one of the five shapes, only sounds are added to a shape.
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