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Discover the evolution of Bilbao, from an industrial city in decadence to a modern centre of services, tourism and culture.


Through stunning photographs, the author guides us through charming corners of the city and shows us the construction of monumental works such as the Guggenheim Museum, the bridge and the Euskalduna Palace.


This book captures contemporary views, some of which are destined to become historic, such as those of the Fine Arts Museum, Abando station and the island of Zorrotzaurre, where urban transformations are underway.


It also offers images that are already part of the past, giving an insight into the evolution of Bilbao during this transformation and It highlights the contrast between its recent past and its vibrant present, showing how the city has successfully reinvented itself.
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Grand Bilbao. From Industry to Art. A Personal Album.


Prologue.


"There are, of course, epochs and periods of time, more or less long, in which the transformation of cities is much more rapid than in others. And there is no urban transformation that does not also mean the transformation of its inhabitants".


These words by the architect Aldo Rossi, published in his book "Architettura della citta" (1966), could be applied to the process of transformation that has taken place in our city, Bilbao, in recent decades, in this transition from the industrial city that emerged at the end of the 19th century, at the beginning of the mining era, to a new stage as a city of services and culture, in which we are immersed.


There have been several keys to this transformation, brief in time but intense in content and projection, in which the prominence of certain landmarks, such as the Guggenheim Museum, has been able to blur the whole process under its shadow, preventing it from being clearly seen. A process in which urban planning and architecture have been the real protagonists, to the point of becoming popular.


Architecture has become the subject of daily conversation. The dark and grey Bilbao of the eighties has reappeared as a friendly and admired city. But, as the Italian architect points out, the biggest change has been in its inhabitants, who now walk around their city with pride, looking up, knowing and recognising its buildings, and demanding information about their history and construction.


Martín Mendo and his family came to Bilbao in search of a better future. And the first thing the nine-year-old boy saw on a July night in 1974 was the large stained-glass window of Abando station. Today, fifty years later, he presents us with this personal album of photographs, images that he has captured over the years and that he has decided to share in the form of a book.


Images of great sentimental worth for the author, to which he has added value by including a series of reviews that provide the information needed by those of us who appreciate the work of planners, architects and engineers, the true architects of modern Bilbao in the 20th century and of unique contemporary architecture.


From the historic centre to the new urban expansion "El Ensanche" and the neighbourhoods; from railway architecture to financial and residential architecture; from eclectic to monumental and rationalist styles... Mendo's keen eye also highlights the city's industrial past, which is still being recovered in some areas. His photographs are a combination of strong black and white images and soft, nuanced colours, all focused on the estuary. Through his view, the author presents the construction and transformation of these buildings.


Those engaged in the research and promotion of architectural and urban heritage value contributions such as those in this book. The author's clear and personal view enables the reader to recognise and appreciate the city's character and architectural quality, and to pass this knowledge on to others.


Enjoy the pages.


Bernardo I. García de la Torre.


Architect in charge of Bilbao Arquitectura YouTube channel.
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www.youtube.com/@bilbaoarquitectura
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