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Maternal
Overprotection


Life under a regime of maternal indifference develops a psychic
pattern of quite a different mold than under a regime of maternal
overprotection. Psychiatrists regard the difference as great as
though the children concerned lived in entirely different worlds.
Indeed, two children of the same parents, whose mother exhibits a
different attitude toward each, manifest on that basis alone
profound differences in personality. If human behavior is
influenced so markedly by maternal attitudes then surely the most
important study of man as a social being is a study of his mother's
influence on his early life. The play of social response between
mothers and children would then represent the foundation of social
life, and its investigation the pivotal attack on the problem of
social behavior.








Now the conviction that the destiny of the individual rests in the
hands of his mother (or mother-substitute) is based on the thesis
that the social forces operating on the infant affect his entire
life.



This belief is fairly common to investigators in human psychology
regardless of their generally conflicting viewpoints.








The Watsonian psychologists find in the conditioned response ample
proof that the child's innate behavior is arranged into patterns
that determine by his second year of life how he will act in his
twentieth. They regard mother love so powerfull (and so baneful) an
influence on mankind that they would direct their first efforts to
mitigating her powers.








It is important to note that the American enterprise which
eventually made delinquency a branch of the general problem of
maladjustment represents largely a development and combination of
methods, in contradistinction to those European clinics that
represent the application of a theory. The distinction is
important. The preratory work in the American field has been
directed to the utilization of general medicine, applied
psychology, sociology, special psychiatry, and the organization and
training of special workers within each field for a combined
attack. The evaluation of methods and distribution of effort among
the different workers on any given case are the current problems of
the staff. At present the investigation of an individual problem in
maladjustment includes a social, physical, psychometric, and
psychiatric examination. Observations are made in the office, at
home, school, and playroom.
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