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Preface


The composition of this work dates from a most interesting period of Neukomm’s life: his stay in Brazil from 1816 to 1821. Looking back to January 1815 while Neukomm was still in Paris, there is a theory that when Neukomm was knighted a Chevalier de la Légion d’Honneur he also, received membership of a Masonic order in Paris at Les Chevaliers de la Croix lodge in the east of the city. The theory, which we must regard with caution, is that the journey to Brazil and all of the prospects it represented was made possible by the assertion that the exiled King, Dom Pedro of Portugal was also a Mason and that through this connection in the secret network of members, Neukomm was granted passage to Brazil in the company of the Duke of Luxembourg.


There is no suggestion that Neukomm was one of those disaffected Bonapartists who fled from France as a matter of life or death around this time. Neukomm was an Austrian by birth and through his connections established in the presence of his friend, the Minister for Foreign Affairs, Prince Talleyrand, the composer’s political affiliations if they had any leaning at all, gravitated towards the Bourbon monarchy. The popular dissatisfaction with the monarchy and the ruling elite in general was more likely to have been one of the governing reasons why Neukomm chose to leave France. An educated man, titled, well-travelled and gifted (or rather cursed) with the association of powerful friends it appears a product of natural forces that Neukommshould have stepped aboard the frigate Hermione with the Duke of Luxembourg’s retinue charged with serving the mission to restore diplomatic ties between France and Portugal.

OEBPS/Images/cover.jpg
U

Bisel Classics

www.bisel-classics.com





