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Introduction


Grand Duke Ludwig IV of Hesse and by Rhine (1837–1892) was born and died in the city of Darmstadt, Germany. While the domestic situation of the Grand Duchy of Hesse and by Rhine (or Hesse-Darmstadt) was relatively peaceful during Ludwig’s lifetime, Hesse was swept up in the process of unification of German-speaking states into the German Empire. This process was not without its struggles. Two wars were fought before the German Empire was established: the Austro-Prussian War of 1866 and the Franco-Prussian War of 1870–1871. Ludwig lived through and actively participated in both these wars before he came to the throne of the Grand Duchy of Hesse and by Rhine in 1877.


Not much has been written about the life of Grand Duke Ludwig IV. There is no complete biography of Ludwig IV thus far. The literature available on him deals primarily with his military career. However, information regarding Ludwig as a private person and summary information regarding his political views can be found in letters, memoirs, and biographies of his wife, children and other relatives. Of particular interest are the letters from his wife, Princess Alice, to her mother, Queen Victoria, in which the princess also described her deep concerns regarding her husband’s safety during the weeks when he was away during the wars of 1866 and 1870–1871.1 Ludwig’s son and successor, Ernst Ludwig, wrote memoirs later in his life, which included a chapter focusing on his parents.2 From these letters and memoirs, from the memoirs of Ludwig’s first daughter, Victoria,3 as well as from the memoirs of his youngest surviving daughter, Alix – in Sophie Buxhoeveden’s biography4 – Ludwig emerges as a humble and kind-hearted man and soldier in heart and soul, who was anything but war-hungry.


Soon after the death of Grand Duke Ludwig IV on 13 March 1892, there were calls to erect a monument dedicated to him in Darmstadt, the capital of the Grand Duchy. A monument committee was established, which was chaired by Bruno, Prince of Ysenburg and Büdingen (1837–1906).5 As Grand Duke Ludwig IV had been a soldier in heart and soul, it was only natural that this monument would portray him as such, and the choice of an equestrian statue was made. The statue was unveiled on 25 November 1898, which also happened to be the birthday of his son and successor, Grand Duke Ernst Ludwig, as well as that of Ernst Ludwig’s wife, Grand Duchess Victoria Melita.


Gebhard Zernin (1830–1914) was asked to write a biographical sketch of Ludwig IV on the occasion of the unveiling of the equestrian statue. Gebhard Zernin, also known as Eduard Zernin, was promoted to lieutenant general (Oberstleutnant) à la suite of the Infantry in 1871, and to captain (Hauptmann) à la suite in Darmstadt in 1876. He was also a military writer as well as the chief editor and publisher of the Allgemeine Militär-Zeitung, a military weekly magazine. Thus he was ideally suited to the task of writing such a biographical sketch. His sketch, entitled Ein Lebensbild von Ludwig IV. Grossherzog von Hessen und bei Rhein. Festschrift zur Feier der Enthüllung des Reiterdenkmals zu Darmstadt, was published by Großherzoglicher Staatsverlag in Darmstadt.


As expected of a commemorative publication, the sketch speaks only well of Grand Duke Ludwig IV and of Hesse, in wordings that modern non-German readers may perceive as rather patriotic. Like other publications on Grand Duke Ludwig IV, Zernin’s Festschrift is not a full biography either and focuses on the military aspects of Ludwig IV’s life, containing details of the wars in which Ludwig fought as well as anecdotes and memories of Ludwig contributed by fellow soldiers. Grand Duke Ludwig IV’s reign, his style of rule, and his political views are discussed only summarily. However, the details provided regarding his childhood, parental family, education and military career in Hesse and Prussia make it a publication that will be valuable to a wider public readership than those interested merely in military affairs.


Zernin’s Festschrift, written and published on the occasion of the unveiling of the equestrian statue, was printed in Fraktur and was, until now, only available in German. The present publication includes the first English translation of the full text of this commemorative biographical sketch. This translation is followed by an account of the unveiling ceremony based on its coverage in the local newspaper – Darmstädter Zeitung.


Petra H. Kleinpenning


Translator, editor, and annotator


March 2023
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Notes to the reader


Zernin included quotations from letters, journals, and memoirs of Grand Duke Ludwig IV’s wife, Princess Alice, and of Queen Victoria and Prince Consort Albert. He used published German translations for this purpose. In the present translation of Zernin’s Festschrift, these quotations are taken from the original authorised English publications and the bibliographical references in the relevant footnotes have been adjusted accordingly.


The notes in the original German text of Zernin’s Festschrift have been included and are presented here as footnotes. Supplementary explanatory information to Zernin’s Festschrift provided by the editor is also included in footnotes. In order to distinguish between the two types of footnotes, those taken from the original Festschrift are labelled as ‘Notes by G. Zernin’.


Zernin’s Festschrift included neither an index nor a bibliography. An index and a concise bibliography have been added to the translation of the Festschrift, together with family trees and a few maps to provide non-German readers a better understanding of the family ties and the geography of the places mentioned in the Festschrift.
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The title page of the original publication of Gebhard Zernin’s Festschrift on Grand Duke Ludwig IV
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Photo of Grand Duke Ludwig IV included in the original publication of Gebhard Zernin’s Festschrift







Foreword


The purpose of this text is to provide both the Hessian citizen and the soldier a concise but reliable picture of the life of Grand Duke Ludwig IV of Hesse and by Rhine on the occasion of the unveiling of his statue on the birthdays of the current Grand Duke and his consort on 25 November 1898. Such a summarizing portrait was not yet available; however, the leader of the Grand-ducal Hessian (25th) Division during the glorious Franco-German War of 1870– 1871 made the most justified claims to a biography that puts his merits in the brightest light. In the following pages, an attempt is made to draw up a short character sketch, for which the rich treasures of the Grand-ducal House and State Archives, as well as the existing rich literature have been consulted.


The author wishes to express his most sincere gratitude to those gentlemen who supported him in the elaboration of this biographical sketch with advice and assistance, particularly to the gentlemen of the Grand-Ducal General-Adjutancy and the Director of the Grand-Ducal Court and State Archives, as well as numerous other individuals.


May this short piece of writing contribute to keep alive the memory of the benevolent sovereign, the gallant commander, the brave soldier, and good man whose features have been embodied by Professor Schaper’s6 master hand and will welcome every visitor with a serious but friendly look from the pedestal of his equestrian statue on Darmstadt’s Paradeplatz!


Gebhard Zernin





6 Professor Friedrich (‘Fritz’) Schaper (1841–1919) was a sculptor and a member of the Royal Academy of the Arts of Berlin. He received a decoration as Commander 2nd Class of the Ludwig Order on 25 November 1898. (Hessisches Regierungsblatt, Beilage 32, 29 December 1898, 270)




Birth and baptism (1837);


childhood and education (1838–1853)


On 12 September 1837, great joy reigned in the newly built palace of Prince Carl of Hesse and by Rhine on Wilhelminenstrasse in Darmstadt. At a quarter past nine in the evening, a Hessian prince saw the light of day as the firstborn of a very happy princely marriage. In his veins flowed both Hessian and Prussian blood. He was the first son of the aforementioned Prince Carl (1809– 1877), the son of the then ruling Grand Duke Ludwig II of Hesse and by Rhine (1777–1848), and Princess Elisabeth (1815–1885), the daughter of Prince Wilhelm of Prussia (1783–1851) and a cousin of Emperor Wilhelm the Great. The young prince received holy baptism on 28 September 1837, whereby he was given the baptismal names Friedrich Wilhelm Ludwig Carl. His godparents were King Friedrich Wilhelm III of Prussia (1770–1840), Grand Duke Ludwig II of Hesse (1777–1848), Prince Wilhelm of Prussia (1783–1851), Princess Maria Anna of Prussia (1785–1846), née Princess of Hesse-Homburg, the ruling Landgrave Ludwig of Hesse-Homburg (1770–1839), and the Hereditary Grand Duke, subsequently Grand Duke Ludwig III of Hesse (1806–1877) who was the elder brother of Prince Carl. The baptismal names were taken from the first names of the individual godparents.


The baptizand was described by his contemporaries as a strong and physically well-formed boy who grew under the happiest conditions. He had just completed the first year of his life and made his first successful attempts at walking, when – on 28 November 1838 – arrived his little baby brother, who received the names Heinrich Ludwig Wilhelm Adalbert Waldemar Alexander in holy baptism on the day after Christmas Day of that year. It must be noted that both brothers held together loyally throughout their later lives and experienced many things together; they were not only brought up and educated together but were also simultaneously destined for military careers and entered military service on the same day. Subsequently, in the great struggle for German independence on French soil, both brothers acquired great fame during the war and returned to their homeland as excellent troop leaders. Both brothers also suffered the same bitter fate of having their wives snatched from them by death after a relatively short period of time.7 Both princes always remained close in faithful brotherly love, even when they were far from one other – they remained best friends from cradle to grave!


A faithful childhood friend of Princess Carl of Hesse, the noble Duchess Helene of Mecklenburg (Orléans),8 who had married the eldest son of King Louis Philippe I of France in 1837 and had also given birth to a son in 1838, expressed her congratulations on the arrival of the second prince in Darmstadt with the following significant words: May the Lord bless our sons with his spirit and his strength, that they may one day become rather capable men and rise to our much demanding times; for less than ever now a man’s high birth helps him to achieve something: it rather becomes another obligation for him to distinguish himself before others by gifts of the spirit and the heart. Noble thinking, goodness of heart, and extensive knowledge is the only dowry by which our children can enter their careers with the hope of becoming useful to their fellow human beings and fulfilling their duties before God. It has become a beautiful but difficult task for us to prepare them and to plant the seeds of their subsequent fruits in their tender minds. That is why I find the job of a mother so serious and so great.


One explanation for why both princes were destined for military careers at the same time could be that, at the time, one could not imagine that Prince Ludwig of Hesse would one day ascend to the throne of the Grand Duchy. The situation was similar to that of the Prince of Prussia, who subsequently became king and was called Emperor Wilhelm I, who could by no means cherish the thought that he would succeed his brother Friedrich Wilhelm IV as King of Prussia and saw a military career as his future, until he became sovereign at the age of 64 after the death of the Prussian ruler in 1861.


We have received the following reports on the early childhood of the two Hessian princes: In caring for her two sons, Princess Carl felt very happy and repeatedly expressed the wish and hope that this happiness would also be bestowed on her sister-in-law, the Hereditary Grand Duchess Mathilde.9 She used any time not taken up by other duties to occupy herself with the children, and these were so attached to their mother that she sometimes had to tear herself away from them by force.10


However, one must not assume that both princes were spoiled ‘mama’s boys’. On the contrary, their upbringing was very precisely regulated and occasionally rather strict. During the summer, the family of Prince Carl, who preferred a secluded life just as much as his wife did, lived at the grand-ducal country estate at Seeheim on the Bergstrasse (Mountain Road) or at the simple, but rather picturesque, country seat of the Prince on Rosenhöhe (Rose Hill) east of Darmstadt, which provides splendid views of the forest-crowned heights of the Odenwald mountain range. For variety’s sake, they would stay for several weeks at the romantic Fischbach Castle in Silesia, a property that belonged to Princess Carl’s parents. There, the imagination of her young sons was stimulated in a lively manner by the fairy tales of Rübezahl, the mountain spirit of the Giant Mountains, and his rule in the mountain gorges. Princes Ludwig and Heinrich visited Fischbach Castle for the first time in the summer of 1842; they witnessed the solemn confirmation of their mother’s younger sister, Princess Marie11 – subsequently Queen-Mother of Bavaria, wife of King Maximilian II. The stay in Silesia was extended into the autumn and left the princes with the best impressions; it also had the most benevolent effects on their physical development.

OEBPS/Images/8_1.jpg
Grand Duke of Hesse = of Baden
and by Rhine 1785-1836
1777-1848
T T T T 1
Ludwig 111 Carl Elisabeth Marie Alexander
Grand Duke of Hesse 1809-1877 1821-1826 1824-1880 1823-1888
and by Rhine = Elisabeth of Prussia = Alexander 11 = Julie Hauke
1806-1877 1815-1885 Tsar of Russia Princess of Battenberg

= Mathilde of Bavaria | 1818-1881 895

18131862 | } T ! |

_ Ludwi Heinrich Anna Wilhelm 1§ Wiakaigiea3
Grand Duke of Hesse 1838-1900 18431865 1845-1900 2. Ludwig 1854-1921
2ndby Rhine See Victoria of Hesse
18371092 3. Alexander 1857-1893
= Alice of the United Kingdom e e
16631670 5. Franz Joseph 1861-1924
I T T T

Victoria Elisabeth Trene Emst Ludwig, Alix

1863-1950 1864-1918 1866-1953 Grand Duke 1872-1918
= Ludwig of Battenberg = Sergei Alexandrovich = Heinrich of Prussia  of Hesse and by Rhine =Nicholas Il

of Russia 1862-1929 18681937 Tsar of Russia
1857-1905 =1. Victoria Melita 1868-1918
of Saxe-Coburg and Gotha
18761936
5. Friedrich Wilhelm

Divorced 1901
=2. Eleonore of Solms-

Hohensolms-Lich
1871-1937

isabeth 18951903

1.El

3.

70-1

7. Marie 1874-1878

2. Georg Donatus 1906-1937
. Ludwig 1908-1968





OEBPS/Images/9_1.jpg
Friedrich Wilheim 11 Friederike Luise

King of Prussia of Hesse-Darmstadt
1744-1797 17571
Friedrich Wilhelm 111 (Friedrich) Wilhelm
King of Prussia of Prussia, 1783-1851
= Marianne
= Luise of Mecklenburg- of Hesse-Homburg,
Strelitz, 1776-1810 1785-1846
|
Friedrich Wilhelm IV Wilhelm I Carl (Marie) Elisabeth  (Friederike) Marie
King of Prussia German Emperor of Prussia of Prussia of Prussia
5-1861 King of Prussia 1801-1883 1815-1885 1825-1889
= Blisabeth Ludovika 17971888 = Carl of Hesse Maximilian I
of Bavaria = Augusta and by Rhine King of Bavaria
1801-1873 of Saxe-Weimar-Eisenach (Friedrich) Karl 1809-1877 1811-1864
no issue 1811-1890 of Prussia See tree 1
1528-1885
Friedrich 11T
German Emperor, King of Prussia Elisabeth Anna of Prussia
18311888 1857-1895
ctoria of the United Kingdom = Friedrich August Il
0-1901 Grand Duke of Oldenburg
1852-1931
Wilhelm 11 Charlotte of Prussia
German Emperor, King of Prussia
1859-1941 = Bernhard 111
= 1. Auguste Viktoria Duke of Saxe-Meiningen
of Schleswig-Holstein 1851-1928
1858-1921

2. Hermine Reuss of Greiz
1887-1947





OEBPS/Images/cover.jpg
Ludwig IV

Grand Duke of Hesse and by Rhine

Gebhard Zernin's Festschrift to celebrate the unveiling
of the equestrian statue in Darmstadt — 1898

Petra H. Kleinpenning





OEBPS/Images/18_1.jpg
Ludwig T0.
@rossherzog von Hessen und bei Rbein.





OEBPS/Images/17_1.jpg
e e e

Ludwig 10.

@rossherzog von Fessen und bei Rbein.

Ein Lebensbild

nr
Feler der Entbilllung des Relterdenkmals
20 Darmstadt.
mic Alerbichster Erlaubaiss

Seiner Kon

ichen Bobeit des Grossherzogs Erast Eudwig
wertasst oon

@ebbard Zernin,

Grossh. Fiess. B i

Intanterie.

Darmstadt.

ceccececcceceeceecececececceceeeecceecceecececececeececceceeceececcecceccecee

cececccecceececeeceeccececcceceeceecceeeeeEeceeccececeeeceEcecceceecceccecee






OEBPS/Images/11_2.jpg
ORLEANS @
Cravant

Beaugency @7,

Lailly-en-Val

Montlivaut

» Chambord

o S miles






OEBPS/Images/11_1.jpg
aint Privat

Habonwille  Nmanvilers

Noisseville
.

® METZ

Ma Gravelotte

Vionville o 5 miles






OEBPS/Images/10_1.jpg
Electorate of Hesse-Kassel

Bavaria

Frohnhofen
¢ *Laufach

Hesse-Darmstadt

Bavaria

(4
DARMSTADT

Main

0 5 miles Wiirttemberg

Bavaria

Gerchsheim






