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Prologue


Dear Reader,


This brochure is a short introduction to the WFWP1Europe Project “Dignity of Woman". The reader will find a few basic thoughts on the topic and a description of the development of the project.


If this booklet has awakened your interest, I am happy to help you with information and materials, as well as with essays or presentations tailored to your particular situation.


I will also be happy to provide you with the authors and titles of books and essays that have helped us in our research and have provided scientific support for our experiences and findings.


In this case, please contact the organisers of the conference or ingridlindemann@gmail.com


Also, any suggestion or comment is welcome. Please keep in mind that each article in this brochure is only an excerpt from a longer presentation on the subject.


With the wish that this project may contribute to the shaping of a world of peace, I place this short version in your hands,


Ingrid Lindemann


Author and Co-founder of WFWP Europe Project “Dignity of Woman”





1 Women`s Federation for World Peace




Introduction to the Project “Dignity of Women”


Women all over the world awaken to their responsibility. Many women are active in the NGOs and politics. In the declaration from UNESCO on the contribution of women to a Culture of Peace we read: “Only as women and men together in equality and partnership can we overcome the difficulties, silence and desperation and secure the understanding, political will, creative thinking and concrete activities which are necessary for global transition from a culture of violence to a Culture of Peace.”


One of the eight main goals of the Millennium Declaration in 2000 is to promote gender equality and empower women. (Goal Number 3) Empowering women needs different approaches according to the society, the religious, cultural, and racial background, and the development of the country where they are living. Therefore, we need to meet their needs accordingly. In some developing countries first women need to receive the basic nutrition, education, financial support, and health care.


The Women’s Movement in Europe and the USA was successful in many areas. Just think about the right to vote, the right to education, equality and to employment. We can see that there are women today in responsible positions, even as heads of state.


However, are you aware of the fact that violence towards women up to today constitutes by far the most frequent violation of human rights? An issue many times being ignored – yet, since decades governmental and religious institutions provide special homes for battered women and children as refuge from the dangers of violence, sexual intimidation, and physical and psychological abuse. Even on a private level these are criminal acts, oftentimes not recorded due to the economic dependence of women from their partners. This sex-oriented, domestic violence is closely connected with lack of respect towards women and missing of equality of women and men in the awareness of society. Through sexualized language and advertisements, through misuse of the female body as advertgag for the greatest variety of products, this lacking equality is being reinforced and encouraged very subtle and thus, not only the domestic violence against women but also the abuse of children.


Faced with the continuous degradation of women in many areas, such as forced prostitution, pornography, sexualised advertisement, FGM, widow burning, honour killing, rape as part of war strategy despite all laws and governmental controls, one requirement has to be met first – that of discovering, nourishing and valuing dignity within ourselves. This means that we find ourselves at a point where our inner development stands in direct connection with our influence on society. In other words, as soon as we have discovered the dignity within us, we will live it; we will bring dignity to the world. Then, we can support other women to rediscover the value of their original femininity, to connect to their original mind and to gain the strength to live their dignity and to reject whatever misuses them as women.




Why do we only talk about the dignity of women?


Why do we not talk about the dignity of men? Some men may think, what do I have to do with the dignity of women? But don't you also have a mother, perhaps daughters or a partner? Don't you work together with women in your business? Do you not meet a woman at the checkout in your supermarket, a medical-technical assistant in your doctor's office, a female doctor or X-ray assistant during an examination? Isn't your environment also full of women?


We believe, that when we women find and live our dignity, our husbands, children, fathers, friends, in short, all those around us, benefit from it.


Also, femininity is an inherent trait of all human beings, men, and women alike. If we dignify femininity, we also dignify both man and woman and both find their dignity.


Meanwhile all our lectures can benefit both, men, and women alike. Both suffer from the consequences of lack of awareness of human dignity and the non-observance of human rights in many different aspects.


We start from our personal change. We do not accuse or condemn. We seek the dignity within us to make it the cornerstone of a culture of peace, a culture we all long for.




What is the meaning of dignity?


Let us reflect on the meaning of dignity. There are different ways of approaching this topic.


First, let us look at this term very briefly from a historical/philosophical point of view.
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