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“I will raise them up a Prophet from among their brethren, like unto thee, and I will put my words in his mouth; and he shall speak unto them all that I shall command him. And it shall come to pass, that whosoever will not hearken unto my words which he shall speak in my name, I will require it of him. "


[Deuteronomy 18:18]









INTRODUCTION


'Why be interested in the study of Christianism‘, you may ask? Its study is crucial as it is, chronologically, the second major heritage of European thought; second in time after the Greco-Romans but most probably first in importance. Some of its principles are: Original Sin, Trinity, Crucifixion, Grace, Love and Forgiveness. Jesus said, 'you have heard that it was said, 'an eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth. But I say unto you, That ye resist no evil: but so ever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also‘ (Matthew 5:39). See also (John 3:16)


In its first three centuries, Christianism was most unwelcome in pagan Roman Empire. The two sides bumped into each other face-to-face (do not the Christians believe that Jesus Christ was crucified by the Romans? And so was Paul indeed). From the purely intellectual aspect, many Greek notions infiltrated the Christian creed such as trinity, the eternity of the soul and the fate of man after death, to the point in which sincere Christians used to wonder 'what could combine light with darkness; to put the religion of Jesus together with the philosophy of the pagan Greeks?‘


After a while, Christianity took root in Rome and became known as the Roman Catholic Church, thanks to Constantine the Great in 325. It had all the power and money of mighty Rome at hand. Its hierarchy became so materialistic and corrupt to the extent that the church owned large lands that were as big as half France and Germany put together. Religious interactions were based on gifts and bribery. Some Popes recognized their sons in spite of declared celibacy like Alexander VI [Rodrigo Borgia, d.1503]. Some Popes lived for war and arts merely like Julius II [Guiliano della Rovere, d. 1513]. German clergymen, in particular, used to take many concubines in spite of their supposed celibacy. Money became the center of the church life to the extent that it was said, 'no priest will ring a bell without money!‘


Today we witness a mushrooming of religious fundamentalism all over the world, which is often narcissist and violent. As a matter of fact, 'Fundamentalism‘ is a purely American term. It was initiated at Niagara Bible Conference by James Inglis, a New York Baptist minister. During this big Protestant gathering, it was decided to write a few books setting the foundations of the world‘s 're-Christening‘. That was the starting point of fundamentalism; i.e. the movement of Evangelists who believe that the Bible is 100% accurate and that it should be implemented in life and preached to all nations. They also call themselves the 'Moral Majority‘ in America. Some of their big leaders are Billy Graham, Fallwell, but the richest, most outstanding and media star is/was(?) American Jimmy Swaggart before he had a dramatic morality affair.


To understand religion in America, one has to go back to England in the 16th c. Originally English King Henry 8th (1491-1547) had some tribulations with the Pope in Rome. The latter had exclusive and absolute divine right of interpretation over the Bible. The English king tried to marry Catherine of Aragon, his bother‘s widow; so as to unite Spain and England. This marriage was at first refused by the Pope. Then a dispensation was granted; since to marry a widow or divorced woman is badly seen in Christianity (Matthew 19:9). To make things worse Henry the 8th wanted to divorce her as she did not bear him the son he needed so badly; as heir of the British crown. Because of his problems with the Pope, he was self-appointed founder and head of the Church of England. He remarried, took 6 wives, then beheaded Anne Boleyn (for adultery) along with other wives. Within the English society-turned protestant- some were dissatisfied. Those were the Puritans who sought more reform, simplicity of creed and worship. They were seeking freedom of belief. Because of persecution, they left England to Leiden, then took the Mayflower in 1620 to New England and ended in what came to be known as Providence State. The vital point about the Pilgrims is that their search for freedom of belief is what dubbed them 'Founding Fathers‘ and made them the pride of Americans. Their settlement in America is controversial as far as their relationship with the Native Americans is concerned.


The fact that America is the land of freedom and the fact that the Protestants deny the Pope any divine authority as far as the interpretation of the Bible is concerned, led to an incredible and 'savage‘ mushrooming of Christian sects; the most famous of which are the Christian Scientists, the Mormons, the Amish and the Jehovah‘s Witnesses. Lately Anglican David Jenkins recognized the manhood of Jesus (* see Appendix)


[MOST QUOTATIONS ARE FROM KJV]









PRINCIPLES


Some of the outstanding principles of Christianity are love, peace, salvation through the blood of Jesus, original sin, trinity, etc.


Love


Some Christians like to define their religion as the 'love of God and the love of man.‘ When Jesus was asked to sum up his religion, he answered, 'love Thy Lord and thy neighbor.‘ All the rest is just means to achieve this love. This is the reason why John 3:16 is the most crucial verse in the Bible, 'For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten son, that whosoever beliveth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.‘


The mutual love between God and the Christians is established. Love, charity and the clearing of hearts before any endeavor is necessary. Before they proceed to the communion, i.e. 'breaking bread and drinking wine,‘ Christians start by mutual criticism and complete reconciliation.


Jesus ordered them to love even their enemies from among the Jews and the Romans (including Saul who would later on turn to Saint Paul). Jesus said, 'Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbor, and hate thine enemy. However, I say to you: continue to love your enemies and to pray for those persecuting you. That you may prove yourselves sons of Your Father who is in the heavens.‘ Matthew 5:44


'Sonhood‘ has to be understood metaphorically.


Peace


Peace is another important feature of Christianity. Ever since his birth, Jesus was bestowed with peace, 'And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.‘ Luke 2:14


Jesus himself praised the peacemakers, 'Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God.‘ Matthew 5:9. He ordered one of his disciples, who took the sword, 'Put up again thy sword into his place: for all they that take the sword shall perish with the sword.‘ Matthew 26:52 He also ordered them, 'Whoever slaps you on the right cheek turn the other to him.‘ Matthew 5:39


Therefore, peace is the outstanding feature in Christianism, 'But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you. Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you‘ John 14:26


Original Sin


One of the most important principles in Christianity if not the most important is Original Sin. Adam disobeyed God and the whole humankind must go to hell!


You read in the Old Testament, 'Now the serpent was subtil than any beast of the field which the Lord God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden? And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden: But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil. And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat. And the eyes of them both were opened, and they knew that thy were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together, and made themselves aprons. And they heard the voice of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God amongst the trees of the garden. And the Lord God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou? And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself. And he said, Who told thee that thou was naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat? And the man, The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat. And the Lord God said unto the woman, What is this that thou hast done? And the woman said, The serpent beguilded me, and I did eat. And the Lord God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above all beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life: and I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception, in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee. And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearken unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all days of thy life; thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field; in the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground‘ Genesis 3


The only way out of the curse of Original Sin, according to the Christians is to believe in Christ‘s Crucifixion. According to Caner & Caner (2002, p. 150) original sin deserved extreme penalty either Christ blood on the cross or humanity domed to hell in its totality. There is no other way!


Crucifixion


Belief in Crucifixion is a must in Christianity. The Bible narrates how Jesus was taken by the Jews to the Romans to be crucified. He died on the cross crying (blood?) for rescue from his Heavenly Father, 'Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani? which is, being interpreted, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?‘ Marc 15:34


The Christians believe that is was that blood of Jesus that has saved them from Adam‘s original sin. It is known as Salvation through the Blood of Jesus. The only way to salvation is through that blood. An adulterous woman came to Jesus, he said to her, She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said unto her, Neither do I condemn thee: go and sin no more.‘ John 8:11. Jesus required his disciples to look for the sinners, 'for I am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.‘ Mathew 9:13.


Salvation is also obtained through Baptism, 'He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.‘ Marc 16:16


Transubstantiation


Christians believe that bread and wine, when consumed are transformed into the body and blood of Jesus. Some Moroccan evangelists gather for transubstantiation after 'clearing their hearts of all individual grudges, before they start communion with Jesus through bread and wine(?)‘. (According to Tihad Shtiraki 23 June 2001)


This takes place in emulation of Jesus‘ Last Supper. His blood is believed to be the price paid for original sin on the cross.


During Jesus‘ Last Supper, he taught his disciples a few final points about him, his betrayal and the Coming Comforter. 'Why trouble ye the woman? For she hath wrought a good work upon me…now the first day of the feast of unleavened bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying unto him, Where wilt thou that we prepare for thee to eat the Passover? And he said, Go into the city to such a man, and say unto him, The Master saith, My time is at hand; I will keep the Passover at thy house with my disciples. And the disciples did as Jesus had appointed them; and they made ready the Passover. Now when the even was come, he sat down with the twelve. And as they did eat, he said, Verily I say unto you, that one of you shall betray me. And they were exceeding sorrowful, and began every one of them to say unto him, Lord, is it i? and he answered and said, He that dippeth his hand with me in the dish, the same shall betray me. The Son of man goeth as it is written of him: but woe unto that man by whom the Son of man is betrayed! It had been good for that man if he had not been born. Then Judas, which betrayed him, answered and said, Master, is it I? he said unto him, Thou hast said. And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed it, and brake it, and gave it to the disciples, and said, Take, eat, this is my body. And he took the cup, and gave thanks and gave it to them, saying, Drink ye all of it; For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins. But I say unto you, I will not drink henceforth of this fruit of the vine, until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father‘s kingdom. And when they had sung an hymn, they went out into the mount of Olives. Matthew 26:6
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