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Preface


Carl Loewe (1796-1869) was a German composer, baritone and conductor. He began his musical life as a choir boy, before later settling in Stettin, Prussia (now Szczecin, Poland), where he worked as an organist, music director of a school, and where he completed most of his compositions. His compositional style is rhapsodic, featuring imaginative accompaniments.


‘Mazeppa’ is based upon a narrative poem written by Lord Byron in 1819, based on the popular legend about the life of Ivan Mazepa (sic.). The poem begins after a retreat from battle, when the men are setting up camp for the night. Mazeppa falls passionately in love with a Countess named Theresa, who is married to a man thirty years her senior - the Count. When the Count discovers this, he punishes Mazeppa by tying him naked to a steed, which is taunted, before beingfreed.


Loewe’s tone poem depicts the next section of Byron’s poem, where Mazeppa travels on horseback across Eastern Europe. The music depicts his pain, suffering and confusion throughout the journey, and, at one point, a refreshing, rejuvenating swim through a wide stream:
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