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Introduction


“Oulu (...) is a city of 208,939 inhabitants in the region of North Ostrobothnia, Finland. It is the most populous city in Northern Finland and the fifth most populous in the country (...) Due to its large population and geopolitically economic and cultural-historical location, Oulu has been called the "capital of Northern Finland". (...) Oulu has also been very successful in recent urban image surveys; in a study published by the Finnish Economic Survey in 2008, it received the best ranking of large cities in image ratings across the country, including ratings from respondents in all provinces.


Once known for wood tar and salmon, Oulu has evolved into a major high-tech centre, particularly in IT and wellness technology. Other prominent industries include wood refining, chemicals, pharmaceuticals, paper, and steel.


The city is named after the river Oulujoki, which originates in the lake Oulujärvi. There have been a number of other theories for the origin of the name Oulu. One possible source is a word in the Sami language meaning 'flood water', but there are other suggestions. Oulu is situated by the Gulf of Bothnia, at the mouth of river Oulujoki, which is an ancient trading site. The city proper was founded on 8 April 1605 by,King Charles IX of Sweden opposite the fort built on the island of Linnansaari. (...) The surrounding areas were populated much earlier. (...) In 1822, a major fire destroyed much of the city. (...) During the (...) Crimean War, Oulu's harbour was raided by the British fleet, who destroyed ships and burned tar houses.
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