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Foreword by Pierre Serge Choumoff



In 1993, having discovered the book published by the Market Community of St. Georgen an der Gusen for the 300-year anniversary of its foundation, I was chiefly impressed by Rudolf Haunschmied’s study “Zum Gedenken 1938 – 1945”. Detailled information was made available, some of it for the first time to my knowledge, about the GUSEN II (St-Georgen) tunnels network (with maps), built by my fellows. Previously the only publication available were Bernard Aldebert’s gripping sketches that reveal the full truth of those tunnels, including production and assembly of Messerschmitt 262 [Me 262], the first jet fighter of the war.


I have been working with Rudolf Haunschmied since 1994 in the local-international “Gusen Memorial Committee (GMC)”, created to organize the 50th anniversary of the liberation of the Gusen camps. Such cooperation was made possible for the first time by deepening cooperation between this Committee, including local representatives, the international community of survivors and the delegates of US liberators, including Harry Saunders, one of the last survivors of the Kosiek platoon having opened the gates of Mauthausen and Gusen on May 5, 1945. May I remember here that for the 20th anniversary only a committee of camp survivors gathered. Survivors and their families had taken up a collection to build the KZ Gusen Memorial around the remnants of the crematorium. The Memorial was dedicated that year.


In 1997 this Memorial has been given to the Bundesministerium of Inneres. Since that time the walls have been consolidated and the Visitor’s Center has been added. Since 1995, however, the GMC has undertaken the task of gathering a substantial collection of memoirs, eyewitness accounts, artifacts and local records as well as records from archives worldwide.


This publication is one among many achievements resulting from the GMC’s research.


The authors of this text, Rudi Haunschmied, Jan-Ruth Mills and Siegi Witzany -Durda, draw on previously unknown primary sources to construct a comprehensive narrative of the concentration camp complex Mauthausen and Gusen.


The text also discusses why this narrative was apparently lost to both historians and to the national consciousness of Austrians.


With my comrades I entrust the heritage of the Gusen Concentration Camps to Rudolf Haunschmied and the Gusen Memorial Committee because – as with this new study – they have demonstrated their ability to preserve and care for it in a far-sighted manner. With luck, it will draw, I hope, the proper attention by generations of historians.


Pierre Serge Choumoff


Vice-President of the International Mauthausen Committee
Officier de la Légion d’Honneur
Carrier of the “Grosse goldene Ehrenzeichen für Verdienste
um die Republik Österreich”


Inmate No. 25699 of Concentration Camp Mauthausen (April 1943)
Inmate No. 15014 of Concentration Camp Gusen I (April 1943)
Inmate No. 47836 of Concentration Camp Gusen/Mauthausen
(from 23 January 1944)





Foreword by Dusan Stefancic



Knowing that Mrs. Jan-Ruth Mills, Mrs. Siegi Witzany-Durda and Mr. Rudolf Haunschmied have prepared a new comprehensive study of the, until now unknown facts of the history of the Concentration Camp Gusen complex, I am of the opinion and consider this study an excellent and unique supplement to the written history of the Gusen camps. Moreover, since the work is based on an immense number of documents, collected by the authors from many sources and from archives from all around the world, as well as from documents received from the Gusen Memorial Committee and the numerous testimonies received from camp survivors (including my own statements), the study represents an important contribution to the history of the NS camp system.


I sincerely hope that my present lines about this new historical study about the Gusen camp complex researched and written by the above mentioned authors will encourage the upcoming generations to widen their research of KL Gusen and clear up the question remaining about the importance of KL Gusen. To many of us survivors it is obvious and clear that Gusen was not a simple side camp of Mauthausen but in fact a parallel camp of the Mauthausen system in many respects.


In this context Gusen must be treated as an independent unit and as such it must receive corresponding treatment from the Austrian government which should act with full cooperation with the Gusen Memorial Committee and bring knowledge of Gusen to the same international level as Mauthausen has today.


On behalf of my comrades and on my own behalf I fully support the Gusen Memorial Committee’s demand to open Bergkristall and to incorporate the Gusen/St. Georgen camp complex in the future commemorative concepts of the Mauthausen State Memorial.


Dusan Stefancic


 President of the Slovenian Mauthausen Committee
Union of the Associations of the War Veterans and Participants
of the National Liberation of Slovenia


Inmate No. 8482 of Concentration Camp Natzweiler/St-Marie aux Mines
(March 1944)
Inmate No. 91272 of Concentration Camps Mauthausen, Gusen I & Gusen II
(from August 1944)





Foreword by Henry Friedlander



I would like to congratulate the municipal government of St. Georgen an der Gusen for taking the initiative in 1989 to request the first study of the Nazi concentration camps operated in their vicinity from 1938 – 1945. Further congratulations are in order for requesting members of the Gusen Memorial Committee to extend that first study to the present volume using previously unpublished primary source documents, memoirs and eye-witness accounts.


This history is the first comprehensive study in any language to locate properly the administrative center of Deutsche Erd- und Steinwerke GmbH (DEST) in St. Georgen or to explore the history of armament manufacture at Gusen. The history of the Bergkristall Tunnel system and its production of Me 262s is documented here using primary sources for the first time, as well.


The current study broadens the focus on the well known Mauthausen Memorial to key locations in the nearby communities of Langenstein and St. Georgen that were essential for the development of the Mauthausen camp, as well. This allows a comprehensive overview of the real dimension of the Mauthausen Concentration Camp and reveals that the larger, more brutal Gusen camps provided key industrial infrastructure for the operation of the Mauthausen/Gusen system.


By extending the conventional approach to Nazi concentration camps dominated by Amtsgruppe D, the book introduces new militarily and economically important locations of the Mauthausen/Gusen system, particularly the regional DEST-Headquarters and the Bergkristall underground industries at St. Georgen.


By providing new perspectives on the history of the Mauthausen/Gusen complex, this volume also indicates an academic void that will need more in-depth research and discussion to provide a comprehensive understanding of the establishment, function and operation of the trifurcated St. Georgen-Gusen-Mauthausen system and especially the post war policy dealing with the legacy of the two large concentration camp sites at Mauthausen and Gusen. Hopefully, this important work will be continued by historians in Austria and elsewhere.


Sincerely,


Henry Friedlander


Professor Emeritus of History in Judaic Studies
City University of New York
November 9, 2007





Preface of the Authors



This book is based on a study written by Rudolf A. Haunschmied, a native of St. Georgen an der Gusen, on request of the local municipal government that was published in 1989 under the title “1938/1945 – Zum Gedenken” in a history celebrating the 300-year anniversary of the extension of market rights at St. Georgen an der (a. d.) Gusen1. Interest in the recent history of the area developed as a new generation without personal involvement in the Second World War came of age. With enough distance from the events of this troubling period, they were able to face the past.


The 1989 text was intended to give the local people their first overview of war–related developments in St. Georgen an der Gusen. Most inhabitants of St. Georgen and its rural surroundings had no comprehensive knowledge about these years. Few eyewitnesses talked about their experiences. As most were “only” women, e.g. war widows or women who had remained in St. Georgen while their husbands were at the front, decades passed before scholars sought to interview them. In the years after the war hundreds of new families settled in recently-developed housing tracts. Many commuted to Linz to work in yet another remnant of the Third Reich, the nearby industries. These neighbors never heard the history of the concentration camps that existed in their new hometown from 1938 – 1945. Furthermore, because of the secrecy surrounding the armament projects for which the camps supplied labor during the war, surviving eyewitnesses knew only pieces of the puzzle, scattered impressions of the truth. Revealing too much knowledge was thought to be dangerous. Even in the late 1980s when elderly people were asked about their experiences, they still feared retribution should the Nazis return to power. Such terror, living in the minds of local people to this day, reveals the extent of the Nazi repression in the 1940s. In the decade immediately following the war, St. Georgen an der Gusen was under Soviet occupation, as was all of Upper Austria north of the Danube, along with Lower Austria. During this period, many local people feared too much knowledge of Nazi crimes would mark them as fascist collaborators to the Soviets. The habit of secrecy born in fear outlasted the danger, long inhibiting the opening of a dialogue between local eyewitnesses and survivors of the camps.


In 2003, this revised English edition was again initiated by the municipality of St. Georgen/Gusen when it requested Miss Anna Innreiter, a student of the Auhof International School at Linz, to translate the 1989 text into English for the first time. Soon after, Rudolf A. Haunschmied, Jan-Ruth Mills, and Siegi Witzany-Durda decided to include new information gathered in the last fifteen years by the local-international Gusen Memorial Committee within Arbeitskreis für Heimat-, Denkmal- und Geschichtspflege St. Georgen/Gusen and a world-wide collaboration between the local population, survivors, liberators, and researchers.


This resulting publication is especially intended to serve a broader international research community as a reference guide to new and not yet fully researched aspects of the tragic reality in the St. Georgen-Gusen-Mauthausen region during the Nazi period in the second quarter of the 20th century. We intend for it to serve as a supplement to the well known but incomplete historical narratives of the State Memorial at Mauthausen and help future generations to understand the function and operation of Concentration Camp “Mauthausen” as the trifurcated system of the two concentration camps at Gusen and Mauthausen with infrastructure and administrational headquarters at St. Georgen/Gusen. It also provides key information to future generations of researchers to decipher the many camouflage codes that were used in the Third Reich to mislead the enemy and the public about truth and multiple purpose of the St. Georgen-Gusen-Mauthausen complex. These codes have worked well beyond their war-time intention, still focusing the attention of researchers and public on the Mauthausen part of the system while the St. Georgen and Gusen part continue to be overlooked.


We especially invite new inquiries to use this information to deepen research on the history of the Mauthausen/Gusen concentration camps in the future and thus promote a more comprehensive research on this very specific area in the history of the Holocaust. For this reason we have taken pains to provide exact locations for all primary documents where possible.


We would like to thank Dr. Jonathan Grant of Florida State University, Dr. Shlomo Aronson of Hebrew University Jerusalem, Prof. Dr. Uta Gerhardt of the University of Heidelberg, Prof. Dr. Michael Wildt of the Hamburger Institut für Sozialforschung, Mr. Pierre Serge Choumoff of the International Mauthausen Committee, Mr. Dusan Stefancic of the Slovenian Mauthausen Committee and Martha Gammer of the Gusen Memorial Committee for reading the drafts. Sherri Vance served as copy editor. Sincere thanks are also given to Victor Kielich, Karl Littner, Dusan Stefancic, and Joe C. for allowing us to use their unpublished firsthand accounts as former inmates of the Gusen concentration camps in this text. We also thank those survivors and witnesses who prefer to remain unnamed. We also thank Ms. Margarida Sala i Albareda of Museo d’Història de Catalunya (MHC), US Air Force Historian Dennis Mills, Mr. Joseph Caver of the Airforce Historical Research Center (AFHRC), Mr. Larry H. McDonald, Modern Military Archivist at the US National Archives at College Park, Maryland, Mr. Franz Walzer of Arbeitskreis für Heimat-, Denkmal- und Geschichtspflege St. Georgen/Gusen (AHDG), Ms. Louise Birch, Major Rtd. Charles R. Sandler, Mr. Reinhard Hanausch, Mr. Reinhard Kaspar and Mr. Franz Gindlstrasser for making authentic photographic records and illustrations available for this publication. The authors also thank the Market Community of St. Georgen/Gusen, the Provincial Government of Upper Austria and the Gusen Memorial Committee for funding the publication of this revised and enlarged English language edition.


Information and further photographs can also be found on the KZ Mauthausen-Gusen Info-Pages, a comprehensive website dedicated to the history of the concentration camps in the St. Georgen-Gusen-Mauthausen area with around 500,000 visitors each year and our digital archive.


www.gusen.org
http://ecc.pima.edu/~gusen


________________


1     Rudolf Haunschmied, „Zum Gedenken 1938/1945“. 300 Jahre erweitertes Marktrecht St. Georgen a.d. Gusen – Geschichte Buch (St. Georgen/Gusen: Marktgemeinde St. Georgen an der Gusen, 1989)





Preface of the Community of St. Georgen/Gusen
to the 1989 Edition

1938/1945
In Remembrance



Few villages in Austria have so dark a chapter in their histories as the municipality of St. Georgen an der Gusen. Many young people living here are unaware of this dreadful history’s significance.


These years permanently changed the village and its surroundings, but the precise consequences were only cursorily understood for more than half a century. Unfortunately the municipality’s self-awareness could not be raised until today. Local people could not experience the unity or mutual support necessary to recover from and bear witness to the horrors perpetrated in their hometown.


Eyewitnesses to terrible scenes could tell no one what they had seen for fear of being arrested by the Gestapo. To this day, they feel uncomfortable when talking about their experiences.


The few fellow citizens of St. Georgen able to give firsthand accounts of these dramatic years are, for the most part, admirable older people who tell their stories with extreme difficulty, straining their powers of recollection. Long suppressed, terrible truths come to mind again, seemingly forgotten memories that nevertheless shaped their lives in the intervening years, and consequently, determined the development of the Market Municipality of St. Georgen.


We sincerely thank the eyewitnesses and former detainees of Concentration Camp Gusen for giving us information about that time.


The Municipal Council of St. Georgen/Gusen





Preface of the Community of St. Georgen/Gusen to the Revised and Enlarged English Edition



With publishing a first study in 1989, the Market Municipality of St. Georgen/Gusen wanted to create a strong stimulus to clear lacunae in the history of our region during the National-Socialist period. As the politically responsible representative of the community, I was very thankful to Mr. Rudolf Haunschmied for his support in this goal. Later on, the Gusen Memorial Committee suggested an English language version of Mr. Haunschmied’s earlier study. The new version would focus on the importance of the St. Georgen and Gusen area to the foundation and operation of the National-Socialist Concentration Camp System Mauthausen/Gusen. We willingly seized this suggestion and are proud that this publication is now available. With this publication we meet the steadily growing international demand for information on the history of our region during the National-Socialist period by interested people from all around the world.


Much as the 1989 publication was intended as introductory information for local residents, this widely enlarged English language edition should help interested people all around the world understand the tragic embedding of our region into the extermination policy and war industries of the National-Socialist Greater German Reich.


With this study, Rudolf Haunschmied, Jan-Ruth Mills and Siegi Witzany-Durda present a shocking supplement to the commonly accepted historical narrative of the former Concentration Camp Complex Mauthausen/Gusen. The significance of former SS infrastructure at St. Georgen and Gusen is documented through the use of previously unpublished primary sources and photographic material from archives all over the world.


We, the Municipality, are aware that the locations and remnants of the former concentration camps of our region have an importance that reaches far beyond our local community. They serve as places of commemoration and warning. For this reason, the market community of St. Georgen/Gusen actively supported local-international initiatives like “Plattform 75 Jahre Republik” or the Gusen Memorial Committee, which both grew in the region as a response to the study of 1989. Along with the establishment of twin towns and the Audiowalk Gusen (which was inaugurated in May 2007), we are also pleased to present this publication as an additional sign of the willingness of our community to nourish the memory to this inhuman period and to make it accessible to worldwide interest groups in English.


May this publication serve the memory of the countless victims of National-Socialist tyranny in our region and may it help future generations to conceive the incomprehensible and inhuman structures that were part of everyday life for the people of our region during the period between 1938 and 1945 and that traumatized generations of bystanders and witnesses for many decades, rendering them speechless. This history speaks for them, as well. However, as a community we wish more support and assistance from officials of the Republic of Austria and the Province of Upper Austria in bringing the legacy of the victims of this most horrible phase in our history into the future. We hope that a joint effort will make the “Bergkristall” tunnels at St. Georgen accessible to the public one day as a key element for the memorial landscape St. Georgen-Gusen-Mauthausen.


Mag. Rudolf Lehner


Councilor for Cultural Affairs of the Market Community
St. Georgen an der Gusen





Introduction



For a long time the village of St. Georgen an der Gusen was hidden in a safe location in the Riedmark, as the area north of the Danube River and east of Linz has been known since 1115 CE. In 1478, Upper Austrian territory was divided into four quarters (Viertel) named after rivers or mountain ranges. North of the Danube, two quarters were known as the Mühlviertel to the west and the Machlandviertel to the east, where St. Georgen lies. These two were combined to make the present Mühlviertel when Bavaria ceded the Innviertel (after the Inn River) to Austria in 1779. Along with the Hausruckviertel and Traunviertel, these quarters would eventually become Upper Austria with Linz as the provincial capital.2


By any name, here the Austrian granite highland merges with the Danube Plain in a conspicuous indentation of the prehistoric rock. During the Tertiary Period 18 to 25 million years ago, even before the Alps were formed by plate tectonics, this area was covered by the Thetis Sea, as were large areas of Austria. The receding waters left behind huge sand deposits. For some, the fossilized shark teeth, turtles, and similar artifacts of this lost sea would be scientific evidence of a remote history, while for others they would challenge beliefs about the nature of man and the origins of the universe. Regardless of what lay hidden beneath the surface, for many years the remote location undoubtedly contributed to St. Georgen’s well-ordered life. While ethnic differences became a source of strife between Slavs and Germans, as well as Christians and Jews, in many parts of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, as a result of its cultural and economic isolation, St. Georgen remained a homogeneous community of Germanic Catholics.


Because of its proximity to Adolf Hitler’s birthplace, Braunau am Inn, visitors to St. Georgen and neighboring Langenstein often assume the local population were entirely committed National Socialists. Hitler himself, in keeping with his racist ideology, saw the ethnic stability of Upper Austria in terms of “racial purity,” and in 1931 ordered the Austrian Nazi Party headquarters moved to Linz, the provincial capital. However, even as the Nazis made significant gains in other provinces, Upper Austria remained primarily divided between three major parties: the Christian Social Party (CSP), predominantly Catholic bourgeoisie who increasingly called for an authoritarian state; the Greater Germany Party, pan-German nationalists calling for a German federation centered in Vienna (GDP); and the Social Democratic Party (SDP).3


Many former citizens of the Austro-Hungarian Empire lacked patriotic feelings for the “rump state” Austria, created at the end of World War One. Voters often felt more loyalty to their political parties than to the Republic.4 Nor did the unrest that followed the war’s end build confidence in the fledgling democracy. Returning troops and hungry citizens rioted and looted in the provincial capitals. When local police couldn’t stop them, shop owners and industrialists hired former soldiers to defend their property. Outside the cities, armed farmers and peasants banded together to protect their crops from marauding city dwellers. Whether urban or rural, these armed militias became known as the Heimwehren, or “Home Armies.”5


As labor unrest intensified during the interwar period, militias were used against striking workers in urban areas. In 1922, the Christian Social Party joined with industrialists, anti-Marxist, anti-Semitic and anti-Slavic groups to fund the Heimwehren. Valuing tradition and authority over individual rights, the primarily Catholic Christian Social Party (CSP)6 hoped to unite the different militia groups into a movement capable of replacing “talkative parliament”7 with an authoritarian government. The Heimwehr disrupted labor meetings, strikes, and functions of their political rivals, the SDP.8


In 1923 the SDP formed the “Republikanische Schutzbund,” the Republican Protection Force.9 Local units of “Republikanischer Schutzbund” of Langenstein and Mauthausen (some 100 members and perhaps 500 workers) participated in the general strike called between July 16 and 18, 1927, called in response to the acquittal of men charged with murdering an eight-year-old boy and an unarmed man during a peaceful Socialist Democratic counter-demonstration. In Vienna, workers burned the Palace of Justice following the verdict.10 Locally, the Schutzbund controlled the bridge and the ferry over the Danube at Mauthausen, all roads and the Danube’s banks.11


The history of the militias in Upper Austria, generally, and in St. Georgen, specifically, remains a matter of some disagreement. Although the Upper Austrian Heimwehr would claim large numbers from 1921 on, these are frequently disputed and their leadership was fractious and inept.12 But it is important to note that the Upper Austrian government was never closely aligned with the local Heimwehren and, despite frequent offers from Heimwehren leadership, generally relied on its own police to quell disturbances.13 In Fascist Movements in Austria, Carsten notes that even during the upheaval during the 1927 riots, the Upper Austrian governor chose not to call on the Heimwehr as strike breakers or auxiliary police.14 This seems to be true in St. Georgen and Langenstein as well: the government sent 64 police to Mauthausen to keep control of the situation in 1927. The local militias were not involved in earlier labor disputes in the Poschacher quarries in the 1920s, either.15


Despite the many inter-war photographs of St. Georgen which show a rather rosy, pretty bourgeois village where wealthy visitors from Linz enjoyed the public bath, this period was less than idyllic. Older residents from the lower class recall laborers marching in Holzschuhe (wooden clogs) to work in the nearby quarries at Gusen and four kilometers away at Mauthausen. Changes in the labor market when industrialized areas of the Austro-Hungarian Empire were ceded to successor states caused unrest locally.16 However, Konrad Helmut reports that the homogeneity and stability of the working class in a region contributed to resisting an emotional decision to switch to National Socialism during times of crisis.17 St. Georgen and neighboring Langenstein’s major industries – agriculture and monumental stone production at the nearby Wienergaben and Gusen quarries – required little labor from outside the region. Unlike Linz, where German speakers resented Czech competition, there was little concern about “foreign” labor.


While the Nazi party succeeded in making inroads into the labor movement in other areas of Austria, several other factors prevented local people from embracing National Socialism.


While Carsten notes that without a doubt most Grossdeutsche Party members were racist antisemites, Catholics in Upper Austria were not: “In general it might be said that the voelkisch appeal was mainly successful among the students and certain disgruntled and dissatisfied urban groups, above all in Vienna and a few other towns. Elsewhere the influence of the Church and the Christian Social Party proved too strong a barrier – exactly as it had been during the pre-war period.”18


Many Austrian Catholics were not attracted to NS racist propaganda as a result of the Habsburg monarchy’s historical use of the universality of the Catholic communion to unify the linguistically and ethnically diverse peoples of the Austro-Hungarian Empire.19 Archbishop of Vienna and Head of Austrian Catholic Church Theodor Cardinal Innitzer’s initial cooperation with the Nazis after the Anschluss is well documented:20 Less well known is the response of Upper Austrian born Johannes Maria Gföllner, Bishop of the Diocese of Linz from 1915 – 1943. A staunch legitimist (Austrian monarchist) Bishop Gföllner remained critical of the Nazis.21 In 1933, shortly before Hitler came to power in Germany, Gföllner wrote a pastoral letter on true and false nationalism. While the letter was published in his diocese, the Austrian bishops ’ conference did not support it. Gföllner rejected the National Socialist (NS) race theory as incompatible with Christianity, stating it was impossible to be both a good Catholic and a National Socialist. Strongly received, the letter saw eight editions and spread as far as the United States.22


Although, as Evan Burr Bukey reports, Gföllner also opposed the democratic Republic and preached against the “‘atheistic’ SD[P], Freemasons, Liberals, Methodists, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Adventists, Jews, the YMCA, and even Rotary Clubs” along with “the foxtrot, tango and one-step shimmy,”23 these do not diminish the importance of Gföllner’s opposition to the racist ideology that taught that Jews and Slavs were subhuman. Sadly, anti-Judaism was nearly universally preached in Christian communities worldwide and had been used to justify violence against Jews for two millennia. However, Nazi plans to exterminate all Jews were a result of the racial anti-Semitism Gföllner preached against.24 After the Anschluss, unlike Innitzer in Vienna, Gföllner refused to meet Hitler on his triumphant return to his native Lander. Gföllner also refused to sign the Concordat between the Austrian Catholic Church and National Socialists.25


One Upper Austrian Catholic, Franz Jägerstätter, the conscientious objector from St. Radegund who was beheaded in 1943, was inspired to martyrdom. In an article on Jägerstätter, Andreas Maislinger notes that Klemens von Klemperer, in studying the motivations of those who resisted Nazism to the death, found that such sacrifice required both a political and a moral justification. Morality alone, Klemperer believed, would not prove a sufficient motivation to abandon ones family by sacrificing oneself.26 Many local witnesses to the Concentration Camps Gusen I, II, and III, especially local women whose husbands were at the front (or in Dachau or Buchenwald in at least two cases) faced such a choice.


Like their bishop, the political hopes of many local Catholics focused on the past.27 Maria F., born in 1915 on a small farm in Gutau, about thirty kilometers north of St. Georgen, laughingly recalled in an interview in 2000 how her mother would sigh and repeat “Mein Kaiser, mein Kaiser” whenever she looked at a picture on their wall at home of Francis Joseph I, the next-to-last ruler* of the Austro-Hungarian Empire.28


Although outright starvation in Austria became less common after severe food shortages ended in the late 1920s,29 during the hard years of the depression, people still struggled to feed their children. Many Austrian farmers had divided their lands between their heirs for generations, until the resulting small farms could no longer support a single family. Maria F. recalls how her father worked as a field hand on farms neighboring his own. But even wealthier farmers could not always pay their workers.30 Dire poverty led some local schoolchildren to allow themselves to be beaten up by classmates in exchange for a piece of dry bread.31


When Maria F. moved to St. Georgen after marrying in 1937, she recalls that fewer farmers were Nazis “because of their strong faith in God.” But she said that “the young people believed in Hitler’s promises that there would be oranges and work and money. They thought they would get a better position if they joined the Nazis.”32


The number of Austrian Nazis increased after Hitler took power in Germany, but Carsten reports that he found no explanation for the low numbers of Nazis during this period in Lander closest to Germany: Upper Austria, Salzburg, Tyrol.33 By and large, workers and wage earners in Upper Austria were SDP, farmers, retailers, small businessmen and craftsmen were CSP. Professionals, civil servants and teachers belonged to the GDP.34


However, the presence of the “Deutscher Turnerbund” provided evidence of extreme nationalism in St. Georgen. In 1930 the local Turnerbund members who were from the upper economic strata of local society, bought a stable from a local inn on the St. Georgen market place and converted it into a gym.35 Turnerbunde were gymnastic and athletic associations modeled after those supported by German nationalists from the 19th century on. Named after the Turnvater Jahn who had inspired the Prussian youth to revolt against Napoleon, these clubs glorified notions of national liberation. Very anti-Semitic as a whole, in other areas of Austria Turnerbunde distributed the publication Bundesturnzeitung which frequently blamed the loss of World War I on Jews and claimed Jews were living off of the reparations payments required by the post-war treaties.36 This extreme pan-Germanic view was also reflected in former St. Georgen teacher Eduard Munninger’s novel Die Beichte des Ambros Hannsen, in which he describes the end of the 17th century Protestant movement in the Riedmark. Published by a Nazi company in Goslar, Germany, the book’s intensive pan-German propaganda won Munninger a 1937 German literary prize.37 According to his niece, even Adolf Hitler received a personal copy when the novel was published.38
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Map 1: Locations of the St. Georgen-Gusen-Mauthausen Complex referred in the book. 2007 Prepared by Rudolf A. Haunschmied (based on Austrian Map; BEV-No. EB2006/01347)


1 Appellplatz KL Gusen I (roll call square)


2 Wienergraben Quarry


3 Gusen Quarry


4 Kastenhof Quarry


5 KL Mauthausen


6 Jourhaus KL Gusen I


7 KL Sandpit


8 Village Gusen


9 Brickworks at Lungitz


10 Train Station St. Georgen


11 Bridge over Gusen River


12 Wimmingerbrücke Bridge


13 Town of Langenstein


14 Town of St. Georgen


15 SS Barracks Gusen


16 DEST Administrative Center


17 Hauderer Bezirksstrasse Road


18 Railway Line Linz – Ceske Budejovice


19 Rifle Range St. Georgen


20 Apfelsteiner Farm


21 Farmer Graf


22 (Deutsche Erd- und) Steinsiedlung


23 DEST Hostel with Kitchen


24 Stone Crusher


25 Meierhof Gusen


26 “Bergkristall” Underground Plant


27 “Schleppbahn” Railway Line


28 Regulated part of Gusen River


29 Overpass at the “Griesäcker”


30 Concrete Railway Bridge


31 Elevated Roadbed of former Main Road No. B3


32 Underpass of “Schleppbahn”


33 Archeological Find near Koglberg Hill


34 -Übernahmebahnhof (SS transfer station)


35 Barracks 13 – 16 and 21 – 24 at KL Gusen I


36 Spring in Weih


37 Steyr Factory Barracks


38 “Industriehof” KL Gusen I


39 Water Reservoir KL Gusen II


40 Wasner Farm


41 Brothel KL Gusen I


42 Bahnhofstrasse Road


43 Brunnenweg Road


44 “Bergkristall” Sewage Treatment Plant


45 SS Barracks for Luftwaffe Soldiers (26th and 27th guard company)


46 Brewery


47 Mariengrube Sand Pit


48 “Gusen-Steg” Bridge


49 Sand Mountain of “Kommando Kippe” at “Liebenau”


50 Makeshift Housing for Civillian Workers at Wimming


51 Makeshift Housing for Civillian Workers at Weingraben


52 KL Gusen Gusen III


53 Frankenberg Mountain


54 Bakery


55 Aircraft Parts Warehouse


56 “Kellerbau” Tunnels


57 Camp Gusen Cemetery


58 KL Gusen II


59 Pierbauer Quarry


60 Marbach Castles


While universities would prove important to the development of a Nazi Party presence in other areas of Austria, there were none close to the Mühlviertel.39 Upper Austrian-born SS-Obergruppenführer Dr. Ernst Kaltenbrunner’s biographer, Peter Black, traces the radicalizing effect of the pan-German nationalist dueling fraternities at Austrian universities. Members adopted the belief that political struggle was of racial nature – biological – and could only be resolved violently. The Austrian pan-German movement was fueled by educated elites who were against “liberalism, Marxian-socialism, democracy, constitutional law, Catholicism, Slavic nationalism, the Habsburg dynasty, a multinational state, industrialization and urbanization.”40 This grim mixture of hate and racism offered university students like Kaltenbrunner a way to identify with humble peasants and craftsmen central to the “völkische” ideal of German society without losing social status.41


In 1927, after graduating in law from the University of Graz, Kaltenbrunner took a job in Urfahr, across the Danube from Linz, intending to serve the peasants of the Mühlviertel. He joined and eventually worked for the Heimwehr which in Upper Austria was organized against the labor movement. To Kaltenbrunner’s disappointment, while the amalgam of peasants, aristocrats, ex-army officers and students all hated Marxists, they were also legitimists strongly supported by the Christian Social Party. He quit the Heimwehr and joined the (Austrian) SS in 1932.42


Kaltenbrunner’s paternalistic desire to “protect” the peasants and workers of the Mühlviertel from Jews, Slavs, socialism and democracy should not be confused with a corresponding desire on their part for such beneficence. Nor did all Austrians find the Austrian Nazi’s desire to destroy the state and erase Austrian identity attractive.43 Unlike other Lander where members of  the Christian Social, Social Democratic and Grossdeutsche Parties’ inability to cooperate blocked efforts to govern the First Austrian Republic, the state leadership of Upper Austria created a tradition of cooperation, democracy and moderation.44 As a result, the Christian Socialists, Social Democrats and even the Landbund (Peasants League) in Upper Austria remained committed to democracy long after party adherents in other regions abandoned the democratic process in favor of violently promoting narrow ideological goals.45


Examining the Austrian parliamentary election records, the Upper Austrian elections, and the local St. Georgen and Langenstein elections in the 1920s, one can see the SDP gained voters in St. Georgen and Upper Austria as a whole. The stability of the SDPs strength in Langenstein changed only in the community council election of 1929 in favor of an unlikely coalition, based on mutual anti-Marxism, between the CSP and the Landbund, a right wing, nationalist and anti-clerical party. Perhaps this was a protest vote over the violence in 1927. In any case, in the parliamentary election the next year, the SDP vote in St. Georgen increased significantly and that in Langenstein returned nearly to the previous level.


As several well documented studies of fascist and right-wing movements in Austria show, Austrian Nazi party membership had always been more attractive to the middle class. The first to join were low-level government workers followed increasingly by professionals, shopkeepers, university students, and intellectuals.46 In St. Georgen, the three most important population groups were blue- and white-collar workers, farmers, and merchants in nearly equal numbers. Local party membership in 1945 reflects the national trend. Roughly ten percent of adults were members. Their professions are listed as railway workers, hair dressers, teachers, bakers, butchers, millers, smiths, carpenters, merchants. Only five local farmers were members.47



Election Results 1923 – 1929 (Local, Regional & National)
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Table 1: Election Results 1923 – 1929 (Local, Regional, National) Prepared by Jan-Ruth Mills


While German Nazi Party membership was closed after Hitler’s rise to power in 1934, Austrian Nazi party membership remained open (although illegal for a time), and increased in most regions after the Anschluss in 1938.48 Yet, as the attached chart shows, Nazis received 6% of the vote in St. Georgen and less than 1 percent in Lagenstein in the parliamentary election of 1930. By contrast, 10% of Viennese voted NS in 1932.49 Locally, the percentage actually went down in the provincial elections the next year (1931), when less than five percent of St. Georgen residents voted NS and no residents of Langenstein voted NS. Although the Nazis received a larger percentage of the votes in St. Georgen than in Upper Austria as a whole, these figures dispel the myth that the Gusen concentration camps were built in these communities as a reward for overwhelming support of National Socialism.


Tension between right and left continued to mount in Austria as a whole. The Christian Social Party blamed parliamentary democracy for the increase in labor unrest and violence. They believed the plurality necessary for a multiparty democracy was a sign of weakness. Their dislike of the Austrian constitution was well known. Signed in 1920, it gave more power to the National Assembly than to the executive, or president. Dissatisfaction with Christian Social Chancellor Engelbert Dollfuss’ government rose as well. In the spring of 1933, the three National Assembly Presidents resigned – a move which should have resulted in elections, according to the Austrian constitution. Instead, Chancellor Dollfuss suspended the National Assembly. Since the Austrian constitution gave the executive no such powers, Dollfuss tried to justify his actions by using a special war-powers provision of the 1917 Austro-Hungarian constitution.50


The Social Democrats brought the illegality of Dolffuss’ actions before the Austrian constitutional court. Before they could rule, however, Dollfuss asked the members to resign. He then declared the court invalid.51



Election Results 1930s (Local, Regional & National)


Parliamentary Elections 1930
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Provincial Government (Landtag) Elections 1931
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Table 2: Election Results-1930s (Local, Regional, National) Prepared by Jan-Ruth Mills


Dollfuss outlawed the Schutzbund and abolished all opposing political parties. Conservative parties joined into the one legal party, the “Vaterländische Front” (Fatherland Front). Now illegal, the Nazis continued to oppose Dollfuss with violence and calls for new elections.52


By May a new constitution gave the executive all power. Attempts to reorganize Austrian society according to estates (a historically anti-democratic system) resulted in chaos. Like Hitler in Germany, Dollfuss demanded “unconditional obedience.”53 But Dollfuss failed to establish clear lines of authority in either the Fatherland Front or the government.54


As a result, Austrian society fragmented further. Using a destructive combination of high explosives and hate-filled propaganda, the German-trained Austrian SS gained popularity. They claimed the incarceration of their members as proof that Jews controlled the government and were imprisoning Germans in revenge for the ghettoes in the Middle Ages.55


In St. Georgen, the Social Democrats also had their own sports association, ASKOE (Arbeitersport-Klub of Austria).56 On 8 September 1929 the Schutzbund had opened a rifle range in Mauthausen, increasing concerns that violent clashes with the Heimwehr were imminent. Although the Social Democratic mayor of Langenstein, Johann Steinmüller, would be voted out of office by 1934, he continued to serve the party as head of the local “Kinderfreunde” youth organization.57


Intensified interest in the Roman Catholic Church is reflected in the increase in religious instruction in St. Georgen’s school from two classes to three, approved by local school authorities.58 So, despite indications that educators nationally were attracted to Nazism, this was not the case in St. Georgen.


No local incident shows the division in the community clearer than the moment in 1934 when Stationmaster Zdenko K., a fanatical National Socialist and illegal Ortsgruppenleiter of St. Georgen, shot down the crucifix hanging on a wall in the office of the St. Georgen railway station. Another St. Georgen railway worker, Heinrich B., reported the incident. Zdenko K. was cited for interrogation by higher railway authorities in Linz, but the matter would not be resolved so easily. Both men’s lives would remain violently entangled not only in local but national history.59


In February 1934 police searched the Social Democratic Party offices in Linz. The Schutzbund revolted in protest. The uprising spread to Vienna, eventually erupting into a civil war. The socialists fought not only against the Heimwehr, but the Austrian Army and military police. Although they would lose the war, they earned the distinction of fighting the only armed battle against a dictatorship in pre-war Central Europe.60 The stonemason Johann Steinmüller, former Social Democratic mayor of Langenstein from 1920 to 1927, fought with the SDP and was imprisoned for two weeks as a result.61


After the war, Dollfuss’ attempt to shore up his power by negotiating with the Nazis did not diminish their violence or their plans to destroy Austria. On 25 July 1934 the National Socialists attempted a putsch. Members of the illegal SS-Standarte 89 stormed the Chancellor’s office in Vienna and shot him dead. After a few days the police put down the putsch, and Minister of Education Kurt von Schuschnigg came into power.62 Seven SS were executed, and many others were imprisoned.63 Nine illegal Nazis from the St. Georgen police district were jailed for six weeks after with this putsch.64


Ironically, only three days before Dollfuss’ death, a railway colleague of St. Georgen Ortsgruppenleiter Zdenko K. met with Chancellor Dollfuss to ask him to intervene. Losing hope after Dollfuss’ death at the hands of his fellow SS, Zdenko K. hanged himself. Heinrich B. must have thought the matter concluded, but would find out otherwise four years later on the night of the Anschluss when Zdenko K.’s widow, a fanatic Nazi in her own right, urged the newly-legal Nazi authorities to take their revenge.65


Other members of the illegal Austrian Legion of the SS who were driven out of Austria collected at the Sammelstelle (assembly point) of Concentration Camp Dachau outside Munich, Germany, where many of the SS who would eventually hold life-and-death power in St. Georgen, Gusen and Mauthausen were trained. This group of Austrian Nazis subordinated themselves to the German Reich while those still underground in Austria remained loosely organized, holding on to a belief that they could exploit their connection to German Nazism for their own nationalistic purposes.66


One important figure in this regard is St. Georgen born SS-Standartenführer Franz Peterseil. A leading illegal Nazi from the first hours in 1928 and carrier of the SS-Blutorden (Blood Order of 1923), by 1937 he was appointed Chief of the (illegal) “Upper Austrian” SA-Brigade No. 4. On 12 March 1938 an illness prevented Peterseil from hearing Hitler’s first speech in his hometown Linz, so Hitler and Himmler paid him a bedside visit. By 14 April 1938, Peterseil was a member of the Reichstag. He left the SA on 19 August 1938, and on 9 November 1938 he was appointed SS-Standartenführer of SS-Abschnitt (Division) VIII Linz. In 1940 he was promoted to a “Gauinspekteur” and became the deputy of the Gauleiter (governor) of Oberdonau (Upper Austria). Although it is clear that Peterseil helped organize the gassings at Hartheim Castle and that he commanded the “Gausturm” that hunted hundreds of Mauthausen inmates who escaped in February 1945, his role in the takeover of the stone quarries east of St. Georgen in 1938 (or earlier) remains unclear. One of Peterseil’s colleagues in the Reichstag and former comrade of SS Division VIII was SS-Standartenführer Dr. Ernst Kaltenbrunner.67


[image: Image]


Figure 1: Bedside visit of Adolf Hitler and Heinrich Himmler to Franz Peterseil, 1938 Source: Franz Gindlstrasser


As an illegal Nazi, Peterseil had attended secret meetings some four kilometers north of St. Georgen in the village of Niederthal. The meetings were held in sand cellars similar to the cellars which would attract the attention of SS engineers.68


As did most villages in the Mühlviertel region, St. Georgen produced its own beer, kept cool in the summer in a cellar, or Keller in German. In 1878, local brewery owner Martin Boublik constructed a “Märzenkeller” reaching 25 meters into the sandstone mountain. The back part, an ice cellar about 8 meters high, had an area of about 36 square meters. In the spring of 1880, he built a Malztenne (“malt floor,” or building where malt was produced) near the brewery. The same year, about 4 meters behind that building, Boublik built another malt floor into the sand in Cellar No. IV. In 1882 the St. Georgener Bierhalle (Ale-House of St. Georgen) was added to the brewery on the same level. Mr. Boublik continued to produce and sell beer at the St. Georgen Brewery until 1918 when he sold it to the Upper Austrian beer tycoon, Anton Poschacher, who used the old brewery as a beer warehouse.69


Innocuous as these first incursions into the sand hill would seem, sixty years later their stability would attract Nazi engineers looking to build underground factory space to protect armament manufacturing from aerial bombardment. The first tunnel system in Gusen would be known as Kellerbau, or Cellar Construction. The second, Bergkristall, Rock-Crystal, would be built in six months by alternating three 8-hour shifts of 6,600 slave laborers, according to a September 1945 Combined Intelligence Objectives Sub-Committee (CIOS) report titled “Messerschmitt Plant at ST. GEORGEN, Austria [capitals in original].”70 By March 1945, the CIOS report states over 520,000 square feet (48.910 square meters) of underground factory space would shelter a finished factory. “This is a large underground plant for the production of jet-propelled Messerschmitt airplanes. Complete planes (except for wings) were being manufactured here on an assembly-line system.”71


For several reasons, both Holocaust and military historians have had difficulty constructing an accurate narrative of the Gusen camps which provided labor for the tunnel construction. The intense secrecy of the tunnel  construction at Bergkristall caused even well informed Gusen I prisoners such as survivor Pierre Louis Le Chène, husband of historian Evelyn Le Chène, to assume Kellerbau was the only tunnel system built at Gusen.72 While Le Chène’s Mauthausen is to this day a valuable resource, her U.S. sources, such as the Cohen Report, could not provide her with the documentation regarding Gusen II or Bergkristall.


The secrecy the SS practiced regarding the Bergkristall tunnels also created an array of code names that made connecting documents with locations and projects difficult. The United States Strategic Bombing Survey’s post-war misinterpretations of data about the German jet industry and the Study’s failure to conduct rigorous inquiries into labor conditions at the dispersed armament factories contributed to the obscurity. When asked about SS enterprises in post-war interviews, Albert Speer (whom Hitler appointed Reich Minister of Armaments on 2 February 1942 and who headed Me 262 underground dispersal until 1 March 1944)73, characterized SS businessmen as laughable and too stupid to produce soft drinks. Concentration camp labour produced only “primitive”74 items, he said, although he does mention an underground plant “near Nordhausen built under Kammler’s Höhlenprogramm, where the SS were making 300 fighter fuselages a month while Himmler was telling everybody that the plant was making 300 ‘aircraft.’”75


Historians would continue to see “300 ‘aircraft’” a month as an inflated figure for decades.76 The United States Strategic Bombing Survey (USSBS), published on 30 September 1945, the same month as the CIOS report quoted above, perhaps did not have access or clearance to use all the information available on underground factories and so relied on the testimony of war criminals. It is unfortunate that historians have assumed the USSBS to be a complete inventory of all important aircraft factories within the Third Reich and a complete narrative of their development, which the Survey itself never claimed to be.


Whether USSBS’s inaccuracy was caused by classification of U.S. post war intelligence reports about Bergkristall and jet production is beyond the scope of this book. However, another factor obscuring this history is the fact that these tunnels and towns were in Soviet territory during the Cold War, thus complicating investigations into inconsistencies in the narrative constructed about these camps directly after the war.
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