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DEDICATION


To my family and friends—your early feedback, unwavering encouragement, and shared enthusiasm breathed life into these pages and carried me forward.


And to nature itself, especially the humble ant: without your tireless work and presence, our world would be immeasurably poorer, almost unrecognizably alien. I am profoundly grateful to you all.









“When ants unite, they can lift an elephant”,


an African proverb.


“Go to the ant, you sluggard; consider its ways and be wise!”


Bible 6:6-11


“Like an ant, work today for tomorrow’s reward.”









Preface


The inspiration for this book came during the COVID-19 pandemic—a time when the world was indoors, and we had to find new ways to stay engaged. It was also when I came across a book called The 5 AM Club by Robin Sharma. That book changed my lifestyle. I began waking up early, and I discovered that the quiet, peaceful hours of the morning—when the world is still asleep—are filled with a special kind of energy and creativity.


During those early hours, I found myself full of ideas. I’ve always loved writing down memories, and whenever I do, I feel like I’m reliving them all over again. In the same way, as I wrote this book, I imagined myself as a little ant kid. That helped me truly step into the tiny world I was creating.


Over time, I gathered many such stories, though I never called them books—most remained incomplete. This is the first one I’ve shaped into a finished book. If it’s well-received, I hope to publish more stories in the future, especially those involving animals and nature.


Ants have always fascinated me. They’re tiny but incredibly active and full of life. If you see one ant, you’ll likely see many more. Watching them is like watching a miniature reality show—they’re always busy, always moving, always working together.


From them, we can learn a great deal: discipline, teamwork, hard work, and unity. You’ll see ants walking in straight lines, greeting each other as they cross paths, carrying things together, and even hunting in groups. I’m not an expert in ants—just a curious observer. Writing a story about a young ant and his friends felt exciting and natural.


The names and characters in this book are influenced by my own childhood. I was born and raised in India —my early years were in Bangalore, but my heart belonged to my ancestral village in Kerala, where I spent all my school vacations.


The nature there in Kerala captivated me: the trees, the ponds, the rice fields, the rain, and the elephants. Even today, I treasure those memories. That village setting became the perfect backdrop for this story.


The names of the ant kids are also rooted in Kerala culture. In Malayalam (the language spoken in Kerala), affectionate names often end with Kuttan (for boys) or Kutty (for girls). Appu, for instance, becomes Appukuttan—“little Appu.” These name endings may sound unfamiliar to readers outside India, but I chose to keep them because they add a unique flavour to the story.


The stories in this book came to me one after the other, as though they were waiting in line. Each early morning, I would wake up and write, sometimes amazed at the ideas that flowed.


For me, it was a joyful return to childhood—only this time, I was not just a kid, but an ant kid! These adventures are filled with imagination, but they’re deeply rooted in the real places and feelings of my own childhood.


I hope readers—both young and old—enjoy this journey into the tiny world of Appukuttan and his friends. I believe this story is a little different, a little strange, but also full of heart. I would love to hear your thoughts.









Introduction


Appu – The Hero of Our Stories


Appu is the little hero at the heart of our stories. True to his name, he may be small, but he’s full of heart. Appu is simple, obedient, and brave. He keeps his promises, whether to his parents or his friends, and his actions often reflect his humble yet clever ideas. Curious and full of courage, Appu loves to explore— and it’s during these adventures that his childhood truly comes alive.


He lives on a tree with his big, loving family and close-knit community. The adult ants work hard every day, gathering food and keeping their home safe and comfortable. The parent ants are always there to guide and care for their young, while the grandparents share stories and wisdom with warmth and joy.


Their tree is no ordinary tree—it’s a world of its own, surrounded by ponds, tall trees, and wide-open fields. It’s the perfect place for adventure. Like all young ones, the ant kids are playful and full of questions, always ready to explore and learn. The tree and its surroundings are their playgrounds, filled with wonder and discovery.


Appu has a few close friends, and their bond is strong. They laugh, explore, and face the unknown together. Friendly to all creatures and curious about the world, they are always open to new friendships. Among them, Appu often takes the lead—not because he tries to, but because his ideas are bright, and his actions speak louder than words.


Together, Appu and his friends meet many creatures on their journeys—some kind, others a little scary. But no matter what they face, they rely on their wits, kindness, and teamwork to find a way through. They are brave, thoughtful, and always there for one another.


And because of their good hearts and adventurous spirit, they are rewarded—not just with fun and thrills, but with unforgettable surprises and magical memories that will stay with them forever.
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