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Foreword:


The seagull „Crab“ and the crow „Raven Pride“ decide to visit some cities in Europe.


The stories of other birds and also the island tourists about the diversity of European countries have sparked their interest, and together they start their journey, which will take them to Paris, London, Alkmaar and Amsterdam.









1. Travel Dreams


On the small, wind-tousled island of Juist, which lies in the Wadden Sea of the North Sea, lived two extraordinary birds: the seagull Crab and the crow Raven Pride. Crab was not like any other seagull. Her silvery shimmering feathers sparkled in the sunlight, and in her eyes reflected a thirst for adventure with an unbridled desire to explore. Nothing escaped her yellow eyes, and that made her an adventurer who continually discovered new things and with whom she shared her friend. The crow Raven Pride always surprised anew... with her it was never boring. Raven Pride, on the other hand, with her shiny black plumage and sparkling eyes, was thoughtful and sometimes even a little contemplative and hesitant, but it was precisely these differences that made their deep friendship.


When the two birds once again listened to the endless wave crash and the rustling of the sea, Crab shook her white-blue plumage as if she wanted to shake off something annoying. Her eyes sparkled with dissatisfaction, which did not escape Raven Pride either.
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"What is wrong with you? What is bothering you?” she tried to free the seagull from its restlessness. “Don’t you notice it?” it burst out of Crab. “Always the same noises, always the same splashing of the waves, and always the whistling of the wind, I can’t stand it anymore, these monotonous routines here at the beach.”


“Oh, that sounds serious, I think I know what is bothering you,” said Raven Pride.


“The last time you were so restless, you flew to Denmark shortly after and spent a few weeks at Castle Sonderborg. After your return, you were balanced.Happy and content, you talked about the other seagulls and the tourists who liked to photograph you so much. I believe you are "ready for vacation," you always want to experience something new, that is just your nature! And Juist is a quiet, contemplative island, that can sometimes bore you.


"Do you never want to see anything else but this island?" asked Crab to her friend Raven Pride a little uncertainly.


Raven Pride tilted her head to the side, thought for a moment, and replied: "No, not really! But we can gladly fly away if that is your wish."


"Really?" Crab was delighted and wiggled her yellow feet excitedly.


"But that has to be well thought out." Raven Pride cautioned. It contradicted her to fly somewhere aimlessly. A journey off the North Sea island had to be well thought out.


"Where do you even want to go? Do you have any plans?" And then Crab told about her dream: of magical places and romantic lights
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and that, according to hearsay, only existed in France, the land of poetry, art, and fine, delicious food.


“I listened to the conversation of island tourists and they talked about a place called Paris,” said Crab. “There are lights that shine brighter than the stars, and sounds that which is completely unknown on this island, and there is a huge iron tower from which you can overlook the whole city.


I must see this Paris, Raven Pride.


I need to experience for myself what it means to be in the City of Lights.”


Raven Pride raised one wing skeptically.


“Quite a long way away” she croaked.


"Besides, who knows what awaits us there?"


But Crab was tireless in trying to convince her blackfeathered friend.


“It’s an adventure” she urged.


"And what is life without adventure?"


Her enthusiasm seemed to be contagious, and finally, half reluctantly, Raven Pride agreed.


Over the next few days, the two made their plans.


They collected stories and information from seagulls that flew by. They reported from fishing boats and foreign ports along the French coast.


They sketched a map on a piece of driftwood and considered the best flight routes that would take them to France and its capital, Paris.


One glorious morning, as the sun rose over the horizon in a magnificent spectrum of gold and purple, the seagull Crab set off.
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Beside her flew the crow Raven Pride, beating her dark, shimmering wings with determination to explore distant places.


The two rose into the air and followed their inner compass, which would navigate them to Paris.


Crab could hardly wait to reach her dream destination; what would she and her friend, the crow Raven Pride, experience there?


Before her eyes, she saw herself and Raven Pride sitting by the river, looking at the great iron tower…
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But there was still a long way to go...
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