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FREDDY LEON was born and brought up in Germany but for many years he has lived on the fabulous island of Lanzarote. In the southern town of Playa Blanca he cares daily for the wellbeing of the many stray cats who have won his affection.






Once upon a time …





That’s how most fairy stories begin.


But these stories have a background in truth.




Came to stay


Lanzarote – a mystical, unbelievably beautiful island in the Atlantic Ocean. Freddy must have thought that when he came here for the first time. The tourists who come back every year think that too. For me, Lanzarote is a second home. But it also has another side … If you walk along the promenade in the evening you will notice that there are many cats there waiting for something …


Freddy came to Lanzarote in 1994 and stayed. It was hard going in the beginning but he never gave up and he discovered his love for the cats. In those days an old lady used to look after the animals on the beach. When illness forced her to leave the island, she asked Freddy to take care of the cats. That was the start of ’Freddy’s Cathouse’. To this day he is still caring selflessly for the wild cats and knows each one by name. There are always more newcomers … the word has gone round that you can be well looked after here.


Freddy has achieved so much in Playa Blanca and we, the ‘cat-friends’, are very grateful to him for his tireless commitment. Freddy needs every bit of support and gratefully accepts all help. In the meantime permission was granted to set up some nice feeding stations which have been lovingly handcrafted by German cat-friends. Many holidaymakers come and feed the cats in these stations during their stay on the island and are rewarded with wonderful memories to take home. Sometimes they even take home one of their favourites. We know them all: Marylin, Tiger, Tiger 2, Debbie, Dana, Fin und Fefe, the Fluffies, Clare, Miranda (who turned out to be Mirando), Luisa, Oskar, Little Dotty, the Dolly and Daisy family, and of course Prince. And not forgetting all the little pussies that are now no longer with us. Thanks to Freddy they all had a future.


We can’t save the world but we can secure the future of the cats in Playa Blanca. Even small gifts are welcome, as apart from food, the cats also need veterinary attention and neutering. I got to know Freddy as a warm-hearted and unbelievably dedicated person. Always indefatigably on the go for the sake of the cats, day in, day out. With the help of my pictures and stories my son compiled a book as a memento of Playa Blanca, and captured my thoughts in these wonderfully poignant words:

OEBPS/Images/cover.jpg
“ E






