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An Appeal


As Afghanistan has fallen under the complete control of the Taliban, we are still hoping to mitigate the human suffering and keep discussing the possibilities of peace. Therefore, this book appeals to the international community, governments, and the United Nations to ensure sustainable peace in Afghanistan while discussing some possibilities.


We want to highlight that; Afghan people had suffered due to the long-standing conflict in Afghanistan, and they are still suffering. The future peacebuilding, good governance, and sustainable development in Afghanistan depend on its human capital. The world cannot abandon these people now. Afghan people took the toll to fight terrorism, and this is when they shall get support from the international community.


We are deeply concerned about people in Afghanistan. Therefore we have written this book to analyze the complex Afghan issue and propose some approaches forward. We want to dedicate this book to the next generation of Afghanistan.


Peace!


Jamal Qaiser & Sadaf Taimur




Chapter-1: Introduction


With the recent events in Afghanistan, we keep thinking about how a small group of students who called themselves an Islamic group went from local vigilantes to one of the enigmatic forces in the world! Taliban is the name that has haunted American vision since 2001. The brutal scenes of the group's activity, while accurate, perhaps abstain us from seeing the complexity of the origin of the Taliban and how they have impacted the lives of Afghans. From our point of view, it is a dark shadow that occupies the land of Afghanistan, its reputation as a modern state, and global politics. At this point, when the US war has ended in Afghanistan, we are writing this book to discuss the complexity of the Afghan war and what can be the way forward.


To examine the intricacy of the situation in Afghanistan, we must go back to the end of Soviet occupation and the start of the Civil War in Afghanistan and review the rise of the Taliban. The military intervention by the US in Afghanistan marks the fourth phase of a 23-year-old civil war in the country. In all stages of the Civil War, foreign powers have manipulated Afghans and intensified the conflict by taking one side or the other.


The History


After World War II, the US and Soviet Union competed for influence by using economic assistance as a tool. In 1954, the US established military ties with Pakistan. At that point, Afghanistan turned to the Soviet Union's support under the monarchy of Muhammad Zahir Shah. Zahir Shah convened a communal gathering (Jirgah) of tribal leaders in 1964 to discuss the draft constitution that could establish a more representative government. While Zahir Shah did not give up on his powers, political parties were allowed to organize. Still, they were not allowed to contest elections. Zahir Shah's cousin, Doud Khan, overthrew him in 1973, and then he has stayed in exile in Rome ever since. To stage the rebellion, Doud Khan formed allies with the Parcham group of People's Democratic Party of Afghanistan (PDPA), a Marxist-Leninist party that had been formed in 1965. PDPA split into two groups in 1967, i.e., the Parcham (flag), supported by the urban, educated Pashtuns and some ethnic groups, and Khalq (masses), which drew its support from rural Afghans who were primarily Pashtuns. At this point, most of the readers might be thinking, who are Pashtuns? They are the largest ethnic group in Afghanistan and have dominated their government for centuries. Other major ethnic groups in Afghanistan include Uzbeks, Hazaras, and Tajiks.


After assuming power, Doud Khan tried to marginalize the Parcham group and took distance from the Soviet Union. This instigated the reunification of two groups of the PDPA in 1977. However, after reunification, PDPA embarked on a vengeful rebellion on 27th April 1978, killing Daoud Khan and seizing power. The PDPA government under Khalq's leadership launched a campaign on radical land reforms along with mass suppression in the countryside, which ended up in the arrests and execution of thousands of people. The targets included religious leaders, political figures, students, teachers, professionals, ethnic minorities, specifically Hazaras (minority group belonging to Shia sect, long being marginalized by the ruling elite of Afghanistan). The government's exploitation and oppression, specifically the attempts to use terror to reform rural society, provoked revolts throughout the country.


With the upheavals and alarming situation in Afghanistan, especially the army's collapse, in December 1979, the Soviet Union withdrew thousands of troops from Kabul.


Soviet intelligence forces took control of the government. The Khalq president of that time, Hafizulla Amin, was assassinated and replaced by a Parchami president, Babrak Karmal. The Karmal's government, along with Soviet troops, pursued to deal with the revolts with the rebels' mass torments, arrests, and executions. Ariel bombings and executions in the countryside were also used to dismantle the pressure from the protestors. More than a million Afghan people died during this time, precisely due to aerial bombardment.


This situation in history made us reflect on how vital power and control were to the top tier of the Afghan government. When power becomes important for leaders, they no longer serve the nation; they usually serve their ego and selfish interests! Our perspective is that one does not need power or position to make a difference when one really wants to make a difference. We believe that it is "responsibility" that makes one a leader and stands up for the better interest of the nation. If a person needs the power to support leadership, he/she is already a weak leader. Power became crucial for Afghan leaders allowing foreign entities to manipulate them against their own people by providing what they needed most (i.e., power).


The important point to ponder here is that if national leaders can be selfish, egoistic, and battling for power only, how can loyalty or nation-building be expected from foreign entities? We are sure that in the craving for power and selfish interests, these national leaders were so blinded that they might have never reflected on this point and, in general, on the point that if the loyalty of any entity is under question, they might end up betraying them as well!


The brutal measures in Afghanistan, under Karmal's government, fueled resistance against the communist government in Kabul and drove a flow of refugees out of the country. The radical Islamist organizations that became the heart of resistance against the government also moved out from the country; they collectively started calling themselves mujahidin or jihad fighters. These fighters were based in the neighboring countries, particularly Pakistan and Iran.


The United States and Saudi Arabia, while seeing this conflict in Afghanistan as a cold-war battleground, started providing massive support for resistance. According to BBC [1], most of the support for the opposition was funneled through Pakistan to bolster the resistance movement in Afghanistan. We mentioned manipulation by the foreign entities; we must add that in the situation of national conflict where two national parties are on the battleground, both are susceptible to manipulation by foreign entities. We know that the resistance movement will not reflect on anything, including the interests of the foreign entities, because they might have lost a lot to the influential people in their nation, and they are so focused on taking revenge.


We can tell that in Afghanistan, leaders in power lost their ability to reflect because of their selfishness and craving for power, and common people lost their ability to think because they suffered and felt deprived of their rights. In both situations, people can become vulnerable and serve as agents of conflicts in the nation.


When resistance forces collated, both inside and outside Afghanistan, they attracted masses of radical and phony Muslims from different parts of the world, including the Middle East and North Africa. We called them radical and phony because our perspective on Islam is different; it encourages you to think critically and preach peace. However, we must not forget that religion is often mixed with politics and used to control people. We will come to this argument later in this book, but we wanted to make a point here that we are condemning the use of religion for political purposes from the very beginning when all this mess started. What is wrong is wrong, no matter what!


The foreign radical Muslims from different parts of the world joined Pashtun resistance parties (the Hizb- i- Islami of Gulbuddin Hikmatyar and Ittihad-i-Islami of Abdul Rasul Sayyaf). According to encyclopedias [2, 3], this was the time (in the 1980s) when Osama bin Ladden also came to Pakistan to join the resistance movement. Laden being wealthy, used his money and machinery to help mujahideen. He built training facilities for the foreign recruits inside Afghanistan to train them for war. In Ghost Wars, Steve mentioned that from 1979 until 1992, the United States (under CIA activities), China, and Saudi Arabia provided weapons and financial aid worth 6-12 billion dollars to mujahideen via Pakistan's Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI). Pakistan, out of fear that the Soviet Union might invade Baluchistan (one of the provinces of Pakistan), fully supported these activities.


Coming back to the ethical dimension of "wrong is wrong and right is right!" we want to touch upon the unethical financial supply for foreign entities' training, creation, and activities of mujahideen. It is just like creating and feeding a deadly monster to achieve our selfish purpose of harming a specific group. The monster achieves that purpose by harming and destroying that group. While regarding that monster as a hero for achieving our selfish intention, we must not forget that a monster is a monster, and it can also haunt us. Therefore, creating and feeding a monster (harmful creature) for achieving our own agenda is unethical, PERIOD! The same applies to the creation and funding of mujahideen; in our perspective, that was unethical!


Laden's activities in 1984 were centered in Afghanistan and Pakistan, where he collaborated with Azzam[4], who was his mentor and an Islamic Scholar from Syria. They recruited volunteers from different parts of the world, especially from the Arab region, and created a database in 1988 listing the names of all the volunteers for the Afghan war. Unfortunately, this database led to forming a new militant network titled "Al-Qaida," This group remained without any apparent agenda and objectives for many years.


From the Geneva Accords to the Mujahidin's Civil War


The negotiations to end the war in Afghanistan concluded in 1988 in the form of the Geneva Accord, whose crux was an agreement by the Soviet Union to remove the uniformed troops by 1989. With the assistance of the Soviet Union, the communist government stayed in power till early 1992; in the meantime, the United Nations desperately tried to organize a transitional process acceptable to all parties. This failed!! And after this failure, the US, along with its allies, refrained from any further contribution towards the peace process until after the Taliban gained control. United Nations kept putting effort into building peace in Afghanistan, but the effort suffered from international agreement and engagement. The donor countries kept supporting the relief efforts to a point where the donor countries felt fatigued and had other priorities to respond to, and the assistance in Afghanistan fell short.


As mentioned before, multiple factions of militia were involved in the resistance movement. For example, in 1992, the Tajik militia led by Ahmed Shah Massoud collaborated with the Uzbek militia (who had allied with the existing government and Hazara faction of militia), and they called the group Northern Alliance.
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