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I. PREFACE


Like the previous books, this book also leaves the hitherto purely descriptive, that is, phenomenological-descriptive viewpoint. This has not come in the last 50 years, much beyond the descriptions of Hans Asperger and Leo Kanner. These two pioneers are still widely quoted and it is attempted, building on this - all merits - antiquated perspectives not only to understand autistic and challenging behavior of autistics, but also to point out possible intervention.


The following remarks, on the other hand, are based on a uniform social-psychological and development-dynamic theory, which has already been extensively described elsewhere [Schmidt, B.J. 2015/1, 2015/2 ...].


This very first autism theory sheds new light not only on the challenging behavior of autistic individuals, but also on autism and the possibilities of intervention as a whole. Autism is no longer misunderstood as a disease but, on the contrary, as a vulnerability that, in a socio-cultural environment, can lead to disturbances of social interaction and, as a result, disruption of development.
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