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Foreword


Writing a guide requires a certain methodology. However, general tourist guides all rely on the same writing style and unique content. Far from criticizing other types of guides, writing a guide to the places in the history of electronic music in Berlin requires, for some places, a deeper exploration. Not just providing the address, a quick summary, and moving on. This guide offers a bit of the tourist guide version but also a more in-depth document. More than a guide, this work should be approached as a guide/book covering the history of electronic music culture.


If you are already a reader of two of our works in french, "30 ans de Techno à Berlin" and "Paix,Joie et crêpes" you will find some elements already covered there. They will be revisited, improved, and expanded upon.


This guide is the result of extensive research among books, exhibitions, and various discussions with people who experienced the places and the era.


You will notice that some places offer a rich history. This required extensive research, and selecting the information to present to you was challenging. Unfortunately, for some places, this information is severely lacking. Lost after so many years, we decided to share what we found out before it disappears.


Beware, for without the data we will provide, are difficult to find, as some structures have disappeared or been completely modified. Let's be clear, today, very few works recount the history of electronic music. There are few physical tours in this city that offer a complete history of music and these places that often intertwine with the history of the city itself.


This document is the result of years of hard work and research and the content of the tour we wanted to offer you in March 2020 in this beautiful city of Berlin in person. The "Covid" crisis unfortunately halted and prevented this tour from developing.


By reading this work, you will be able to prepare for your visit.


Two reading styles are available to you: one for pre-visit preparation to better understand and appreciate it, and another by location that you can apply as you go.


The locations follow one another in the city, mainly focusing on the "center" of the city, which corresponds to most of the places that made history after the fall of the wall. We could have told you about one or two places located in West Berlin that contributed to history (the "Turbine Rosenheim" and the second location of the "UFO").


Instead of that, to make your visit easier, most of it focuses from Strasse des 17. Juni to the Warschauer Straße axis. This is where most of the places with information to share are concentrated.


To complement these places that we present here and that we planned to present during the physical tours, we deal with the original route of the "Love Parade," which reflects this history located in West Berlin.


But before all that, let's take a look what we actually mean by « Clubs » in Berlin.









Definition of the "Berlin Club Culture"


Berlin played a pioneering role as the home of the Techno scene and the world's most diverse, lively and famous club culture.


Thanks to a study by the "Clubcommission," we have various elements to analyze clubs and the Berlin scene. The influence on other cultural, social, and economic areas is difficult to ignore.


To better understand the importance of club culture for the economy, it is necessary to understand all sectors in the artistic and cultural fields.


As a reminder, over the past 30 years, a nightlife culture phenomenon developed in Berlin after World War II, which had destroyed the city, and subsequently the Cold War that had long prevented the construction of new neighborhoods.


On the Western side, a systematic densification of empty spaces occurred, and we know why. Creatives and cultural actors began to exploit these spaces for various cultural uses.


After the fall of the Berlin Wall, more and more people seeking meaning flocked from all over the world and renewed Berlin's reputation as an "unfinished city" with infinite development possibilities.


Berlin is now in the same situation as all major cities: the enormous influx of population has led to a shortage of space, an extreme rise in rents, and the cost of living. Clubs must compete in the commercial lease market and increasingly struggle to renew their leases. This results in club culture gradually being pushed out of the city center.


Meanwhile the authorities have meanwhile recognized that club culture is very important for the city of Berlin.


Club culture developed in a sort of "Temporary Autonomous Zone." The pleasure of listening to music and dancing led people to these places, which then developed as spaces of freedom with a special aesthetic in each empty space left at the beginning of the 1990s.


A club is a place that, within the context of a dancefloor, offers a musical program. People gather there in a protected setting to dance, listen to music, and exchange ideas. A club is not necessarily a building with a sound system, a building away from residential areas.


No, in Berlin, a club can be: a bar; a former shop; a basement; a building... and even former toilets!


Several key periods made Berlin the Mecca of clubs. The Cold War and the division of the city on the one hand, and the fall of the wall on the other. This brought about a permissiveness that included closing "at very late hours," as well as the use of places that no one wanted to use.


When we talk about places that people did not want to use, we are referring to certain buildings in West Berlin, near the wall, which residents avoided, not wanting to live near this wall of shame. Bars and clubs were established there.


These entire blocks of buildings were then mainly occupied in the 1980s by these clubs or people from the Turkish community who agreed to live there.


For most West Germans, West Berlin was not considered an attractive place. There was virtually no industry, and the city was essentially cut off from the rest of West Germany, surrounded by a wall on all sides. Eager to attract people to the city, the West German government offered certain benefits for people to settle there.


Rents were very cheap compared to the rest of West Germany, and those settling there were exempt from compulsory military service. All this made West Berlin a refuge for misfits, hippies, homosexuals, and artists of all kinds.


During the fall of the wall, the few years of administrative vacuum due to the debacle of the East German government and the main concern of the Berlin government were political and economic, the preoccupations were more political and economic, which meant that for several years, places near the wall on the East side, as well as the former industries and administrations of East Berlin, were left vacant. This is how many people, artists or not, began to occupy these places, squatting and transforming them into housing, artist studios, or clubs.


These dilapidated buildings came back to life. It was crazy to see that even some buildings that had been closed and walled up since the beginning of the construction of the Berlin Wall could come back to life.


This is why, when you look closer, the underground places that made the history of this period are mostly found in the old center of Berlin.


We speak of the "old center" because "Berlin Mitte" is the original center of Berlin, with the center of West Berlin being around the "Kudamm" and that of the East being a part of Mitte, Alexanderplatz.


The "old center" of Berlin is this axis around Friedrich Straße, cut by the wall.


These areas, located around this former central axis of Berlin, were left vacant because they were close to the wall and places that for years had been the scene of tense moments.


The clubs of Berlin are part of the history and development of this post-wall period. It is a real snub to the Reich and the disappeared East German administration.


The clubs were a vector of German reunification, with East Germans going to West Berlin clubs to listen and dance to the music they had illegally listened to on the airwaves of West Berlin radio stations that easily passed over the wall.


However, let's return to this Cold War period.


The city is divided into 2, not originally by the wall, but by the division between the victors. Two territories (even more, if we count each territory of the Allies) that we will summarize as West and East.
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Berlin's various districts






In 1948, the Soviets imposed a blockade on the Westerners. Various communication operations were launched to show their superiority.


In the West, bars closed at 9 PM for security reasons. So, the Russians pushed the curfew to 10 PM. The West then aligned with this schedule. Seeing this, the Russians pushed it back to 11 PM.


Heinz Zellermayer, head of the Berlin hoteliers and restaurateurs union, wanted Berlin to regain the spirit of the "Roaring Twenties" (1920). He proposed to the French and British military commands to lift the curfew by keeping the bars open all night, which they refused.


Heinz Zellermayer recounted to the Berliner Zeitung in 2005: "I was told that the American general was very open-minded and that he liked to have a little glass of whisky now and then. I went to see him, we had a whisky, yet they had reservations about security, we had another whisky and another one and then I proposed to test lifting the curfew for 14 days only. And if it didn't work, never mind. He accepted the proposal."


His killer argument was to avoid bar owners having to empty the establishment at closing time of drunk customers and the risk of seeing them fight. The project was then proposed to the Allied Control Council, where the American general managed to get the French representative on his side, while the British refused categorically. It was then on June 20, 1949, that the test began... and never ended... this is how bars and clubs in Berlin can still open all night.
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