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Preface


In 1814, Sigismund Neukomm, the Austrian composer and pupil of Haydn had accompanied Charles Maurice de Talleyrand-Périgord to the Congress of Vienna where, at the request of Prince Talleyrand, Neukomm had presented his great ‘Requiem’ in C minor for over three-hundred singers, divided into two choirs in memoriam of King Louis XVI, the last king of France. This production earned for the composer the title chevalier de la Légion d’Honneur , and from this moment on he became known as the “Chevalier Neukomm” .


With the retinue that accompanied Prince Talleyrand on that occasion was Dorothea von Biron, Princess of Courland some forty years his junior with whom it is rumoured Talleyrand fathered an illegitimate daughter, Pauline but who at the time, was still married to Prince Talleyrand’s nephew, Edmond de Talleyrand-Périgord. The relationship between the statesman and the young princess was a source of scandal which the Princess’s mother, Anna Charlotte Dorothea von Medem (1761 – 1821), popularly known as Dorothea of Courland would not countenance and she had travelled to the Congress of Vienna to confront the pair. It seems that the princess had been having an affair with Prince Talleyrand since 1812. This event could have been the spark that led to the separation of Edmond and the princess in 1816. The truth is even stranger if we consider that it was at this event that the Princess reputedly conceived the famous Czech writer Božena Němcová with her lover Count Karel Jan Clam-Martinic, though there is little more than anecdotal evidence to support this. The fact that the princess accompanied Prince Talleyrand for many years and the confrontation between her mother and the Prince did indeed take place at the Congress of Vienna is beyond speculation however.
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