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Preface


The theme and variations have a long and distinguished history in Western art music providing the composer with a medium tor investigating thematic relationships through texture (the class of divisions and extemporisations on a given theme) and providing the performer with a vehicle of technical diversity (a platform enabling the performer to display their technical prowess). It is often taken as derogatory that the theme and variations form serve as a technical exercise only. It is remarkable that Jadassohn felt so strongly about this, that he set out to explicitly compose a set of variations on a theme in a “serious style”. In this sense, the 'Variationen im ernsten Style über ein eigenes Thema’ may be regarded as music of the composer. Styled according to the highest artistic impulse and celebrating the composer's art in all its pianistic glory. It may be pre-emptive to speak of this work as a proto-typical response to the shallow Cult of the Individual which reached its zenith in the 19th century but this is music to be listened to and savoured as we might a fine wine.
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