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THANKS


I never had a second part in mind, but since so many of you asked and insisted, I couldn't refuse. Once again, I thank so many friends, fellow late romans and family for your support and encouragement. And while encouragement is a great help, your patronage is no less so. This book has been written because of and for my friends. I also wanted to commemorate some of our friends who are no longer with us. In return, I give you a little bit of ‘immortality’. You are my art.


Crowdfunders: Olga López, Andrea Höller Green, Rocío Urgal + Martín Lago, Miriam Fernández + Rubén Carricoba, Manuel Rodríguez, Marco Cecini, Vladimir Popov, Martin Müllauer, Alan Gruber and the little ones Aníbal Reifs and Luca Furones.


Thanks again to all the friends and re-enactors who have funded this work through their participation in the cameos, whether you are a Roman or not!


Little Ángel Ortega, Nuria Quintana, Davinia Pérez + Salem, Martina Cammerata, Bettina Vipsania Winkler, Manuel Rodríguez, Luis Lopez-muñiz (Page →) | Andrea Höller Green + Zane Green, Anita + Sabina Aichholzer, Sabine Nagl, Christine Lindele + Martin + Marlene Dürrwaechter, Vladimir Popov + Lyudmila Popova, Letty + Philip, Christoph Wallner (Page →) | Ross Cronshaw, Nicholas Geering, Marta López (Page →) | Ignacio Páez Lorente (Page →) | Karl Heinz + Amanda Buchwalder + Koko, Joachim Lommen, Comitatensis Truncensimani (Page →) | Robert + Marrit + Jeroen Vermaat (Page →) | Juan van der Roest (Page →) | Adrián Recio, José Martín + Rosalía, Diego Martín, Guillermo Sánchez, Javier Muñoz + Mina (Page →) | José Montesinos + Ibidem Historical Re-enactment (Page →) | Mara Correyero (Page →) | Septimani Seniores: [Jacob Fernández, Asier Cruz, Quim Ruiz, Isaac Ferrer, Jordi Garcia, Robert Lorenzo, Jordi Valera] (Page →) | Mariví del Castillo, Santi Ruiz, Martin Müllauer + Simon Müllauer (Page →) | Francis Hagan (Page →) | Jake Zerna, Callum Jenkins-Teague, Christian Havenith (Page →) | Franc Negrín (Page →) | Flavius Stilicho, Jean Baptiste Krvstev (Page →) | Marco Cecini, Miguel Vilches (Page →) | Los peques Oliver Martinez-Abarca, Chloe + Bruno Gallardo, Quique Lago + Manitobar (Page →) | Conrad Lunar (Back cover).


To my brothers Nati and Alejandro, to my nephews Zoe and Pablo.


To my Mother, in capital letters, Natividad Grund.


With a fond memory, to my unforgettable little dog Mochi.
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A year had passed since the Battle of the Great River. Little Alair and his friends were no longer as little, and their combined efforts, bravery, friendship and Spe, their dragon, had managed to prove to the adults that even a child could proudly carry the banner of Rome and be a Draconarius. They even had their own barracks in the city, where they all lived; patrolling, playing, eating, training and laughing together.


Alair knew that the fearless Zia, the cunning Mauri and the strong-willed Otmaro would always be ready for new adventures, along with the inseparable and faithful Ee and, what about Spe? The best dragon you could ever meet, if you have ever met many. — ‘Yes, Cat, of course we have you to count on.’


The border was peaceful, and so was the city: dozens of ships plying the waters of the river with all manner of goods, so many and of such different sizes that it was sometimes chaotic and almost impossible to navigate. People came from every corner, with their goods or in search of the Empire's novelties, and even barbarians could be seen mingling with the crowds of the bustling metropolis that the City of the River had become.
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