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AFRICAN CULTURE vs. EUROPEAN CULTURE


INTRODUCTION


Culture refers to the cumulative deposit of knowledge, experience, beliefs, values, attitudes, meanings, hierarchies, religion, notion of time, roles, spatial relations, concepts of the universe and material objects and possessions acquired by a group of people in the course of generations through individual and group striving. Culture is a way of life of a group of people that is the behaviors, beliefs, values and symbols that they accept generally without thinking about them, and that are passed along by communication and imitation from one generation to the next.


In this context, am going to focus on African culture and European culture. As a country, Kenya will represent Africa and Germany will represent Europe.


African culture is varied and consists of a mixture of tribes that each have their own unique characteristics. African culture is expressed in its arts and crafts, folklore and religion, clothing, cuisine, music, languages and marriages.


Africa is so full of culture, with it not only changing from one country to another, but within a single country, many cultures can be discovered. Even though African cultures are widely diverse, it is also, when closely studied, seen to have many similarities. For example, the morals they uphold, their love and respect for their culture as well as the strong respect they hold for the aged and the important i.e. Kings and Chiefs.


Africa has influenced and been influenced by other continents. This can be portrayed in the willingness to adapt to the ever changing modern world rather than staying rooted to their static culture. The Westernized few, persuaded by European culture and Christianity, first denied African traditional culture, but with the increase of African nationalism, a cultural recovery occurred. The governments of most African nations encourage national dance and music groups, museums and to a lower degree, artists and writers. All African countries have their own cultures.


European culture is based on the art, architecture, music, literature, science, religion, sports, technology and philosophy that originated from the European cultural region. Just like Africa, all European countries have their own cultures varying from North to South and East to West.


Europe is where some of the world's greatest cultures and civilizations originated. It is a diverse and interesting place; with many of its mysteries still being discovered by modern day historians and archeologists. Europe is the second smallest continent in the world, just behind Australia and home to the largest country in the world; that is Russia.


European cultures are roughly divided into Latin, Romans and Germanic. The largest religion in Europe is Christianity. Each country has its own language, heritage and way of life.


–


Lilian Welter




KENYAN CULTURE


Kenya is a country in East Africa with a coastline on the Indian Ocean. The capital city of Kenya is Nairobi .The Official language of Kenya is English and the National language is Kiswahili. Kenya is headed by the president who is elected after every 5 years according to the Kenyan constitution. Kenya is a neighboring country to Tanzania, Uganda, Sudan, Somalia, Ethiopia and Rwanda.


Kenyans are very friendly and possesses many cultures such as polygamous marriages, showing respect to the elders and performing various ceremonies and rituals.


Kenyan culture is expressed through its people, language, food, dance, music, art, literature and religion. The country has at least 42 different ethnic groups (including the Kikuyu, Luhya, Luo, Kalenjin, Kamba, Kisii, Meru, Embu, Somali, Mijikenda, Turkana and Maasai) who speak a variety of mother tongues. Added to this mixture, Kenya is also home to large populations of Europeans, Arabs and Asians many of whom came to the country in the 19th century.


Kenyan culture has been diluted in many parts of Kenya by outside influences. For example, Kenyan music is often a mixture of African, Indian, European and American styles. Most Kenyan communities have also adopted westernized or Islamic forms of dress, with their original tribal clothes, jewellery, body ornamentation and weaponry kept for special occasions or celebrations.


However, in certain parts of Kenya, particularly across the more arid and inaccessible north, communities retain their traditional culture and ways of life. Among nomadic and pastoral tribes such as the Maasai, Samburu and Turkana, people still wear cloths or skins and elaborate jewelry of beads and metalwork. Belief systems among some remote tribes also remain indigenous. Across Kenya as a whole two-thirds of people are Christians. With the centuries-old influence of Arabic and Islamic traders and settlers (particularly along the coast), around 15% of Kenyans are Muslims.
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KIKUYU TRIBE


It's Kenya's most popular and the largest ethnic group making up 22% of the country's population. The Kikuyu tribe is a Bantu tribe that neighbors the Embu, Mbeere and Meru tribes around Mount Kenya.


The Kikuyu also known as the Gikuyu or Agikuyu, have been known since the colonial times as a tribe that dominates in trade and politics. Most of the Kikuyu people live around the fertile central highlands and Mount Kenya where they mainly grow tea and coffee.


Kikuyus are believed to have come from West Africa along with other Bantu tribes. They finally settled along Mount Kenya where they began their main activity of farming the fertile volcanic highlands. Kikuyus were good friends with the Maasai and the two tribes often traded goods and inter-married. However, when the British came to Nairobi, they confiscated some of the Kikuyus' fertile land, leaving them with only a small piece to cultivate. Frustrated with the loss of their land and the colonial rule, the Kikuyus formed a rebellion group, the Mau Mau, and entered into war with the British. The war eventually led to Kenya's independence.


Although many Kikuyus have migrated to the main urban city of Nairobi and other towns, their territories still remain along Mount Kenya and the central highlands, including Nyeri, Murang'a, Kiambu and Kirinyaga regions of Kenya. Due to the history of economic success, the majority of Kikuyus are well educated. Their ability to adapt to new realities has resulted in the Kikuyu, including those who live in the rural areas, adopting many aspects of modern culture.
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Although some of the Kikuyu culture has eroded, the Kikuyu language is still predominantly spoken, especially in the urban areas where a majority of people speak English and Swahili. The Kikuyu language has almost become Kenya's third language of choice.
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When it comes to food, music, marriage ceremonies and everyday family life, most Kikuyus still uphold their cultural traditions. In addition to maintaining their economic stability, the Kikuyu tribe has continued to dominate leadership and politics in Kenya.


The first Kenyan president, the late Mzee Jomo Kenyatta was a Kikuyu; the third president Mwai Kibaki is a Kikuyu; the fourth and the current president Uhuru Kenyatta is also a Kikuyu. The late Professor Wangari Maathai, Africa's first female Nobel Peace Prize winner was also a Kikuyu.


Today, most Kikuyus are Christians, however, like the Maasai and Kamba tribes, Kikuyus traditionally worshipped one god, Ngai, who was known as the provider and lived at the top of the mountain. Kikuyus believed it was their traditional god who started the Kikuyu tribe by putting on earth a man and a woman named Kikuyu and Mumbi. The couple had nine daughters who later married and brought the Kikuyu tribe to life.


In most rural homes, typical traditional Kikuyu food includes githeri (mixture of maize and beans), mukimo (mashed green peas and potatoes), irio (mashed dry beans, corn and potatoes), roast goat, beef, chicken and cooked green vegetables such as collards, spinach and carrots.
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Characteristics of Kikuyu Men and Women





Traditionally, a Kikuyu husband could marry more than one wife if he could afford to care for them. Paying dowry (bride price) is still an important aspect of their culture.


Kikuyu Men see women as a burden and someone who will come to destroy his hard earned cash, they will count every coin he gives a woman.


When it comes to children, Kikuyu Man may not bother as long as he eats and sleeps well, unless he is reminded by the Court that he is supposed to support his Children, he will forget about them and move on.


Kikuyu Man knows where to invest for better returns he is blessed with Ideas. A Kikuyu man sleeps dreaming of building apartments, buying plots, investing in shares.


Kikuyu men are extremely stingy, when he invites friends to a Pub, he will just sit in a corner, alone, take his two beers pay for himself, and tell his friends to pay for themselves, if he wonna pay for you, then he is making a good deal with you.


Kikuyu Men are very Cunning, if he invites you to share an apartment with him and cost share on rent, just confirm from the Landlord how much is the rent for that room, may be you are the only paying the rent even for the Kikuyu man.


Kikuyu men are so weak in bed, and they like money than their wives. Kenyan women hate dating Kikuyu men because they know how hard it is to even know how much he has in the bank account.
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