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Preface


Wagner began his formal education in the Kreuzschule in Dresden in 1822, and later continued it in Leipzig at the Nicolaischule in 1828. However, he wasn’t as passionate about his studies than his musical and theatrical interests. He took harmony lessons - initially in secret - with a local musician, Christian Gottleib Müller between 1828 and 1831, before enrolling at Leipzig University to study music, and an intensive period of study with the Kantor of the Thomaskirche, Christian Theador Weinlig, for about six months from October 1831. It was at the beginning of this intense period of study that the ‘Fantasie in fis moll’ was written, with the date of “Leipzig the 27th of November 1831" present on the original manuscript. The first edition of the score was published posthumously.


The ‘Fantasie in fis moll’ is noted as his 22nd work with regard to WWV numbers, with earlier works including chamber music, orchestral overtures, arias, and a piano reduction of Beethoven’s 9th Symphony. However, his ‘Sonata in B flat’ - WWV 21 - is considered his official ‘opus 1’, resulting in this piece being considered his second official work. The ‘Fantasie’ also comes under the bracket of Wagner’s piano music, which is a collection that consists mainly of small works, predominantly written in the earlier years of his compositional career.
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