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Welcome


(www.visitcopenhagen.dk), (www.visitnordsjaelland.dk)


Welcome to Denmark, dear people from abroad. How delightful that you have chosen to come and visit our small nation of freethinkers and woollen socks. No dress code is expected of you, so come as you are. Nudity has been around for ages.


However, recent influences from newcomers and the surrounding world in general have slightly altered acceptable behaviour, so the only nude people you may encounter are by some of our shores where young and old, chubby and skinny enjoy a day on the beach. Our fair complexions require all the vitamin D we can extract from the sun that soon surrenders to the ever looming darkness of winter. These high Nordic latitude communities really give the saying “bottoms up” quite a new meaning.


While global warming is having a significant impact on us, this is still the north-country. Our winters are quite cold, with high humidity and brutal wind-chills. Therefore, you are advised to bring an umbrella and sweater no matter the season. You might be lucky to chance into the smiling faces that accompany warm summer days and bright balmy nights. However days of pouring rain quickly sprouts grumpy old gits from our fertile lands.


While you are most likely staying in a comfortable tourist accommodation, other less fortunate individuals come from afar seeking refuge, trying to find employment or even travel here to commit crime. On the photo Mr. Trunk visits a former hospital that is currently being used as an asylum for refugees in the town of Helsingør.


Danish society is founded on principles of equality and fairness where, regardless of income, all have a right to be fed, healthy and secure in warm housing. We value education and this is provided for free to all of our citizens. Most people never face a life of sleeping on streets and begging for money. If such people are encountered, they are usually from other nations using the freedom of open borders within the EU.


Danes are the wild bunch of the north, but to most foreigners we appear shy. Please don’t mistake our reserved nature for any lack of interest though. Danes have a long and proud tradition of embracing all cultures and providing assistance to places in need across the world. For many generations, we have donated money, equipment and expertise to many countries worldwide. If you are not from the western hemisphere, it’s likely that the Danish people have supported your nation for years no matter your religion, race or culture.
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Do ask us for directions or any other kinds of assistance. Most Danes are happy to help you. However, we usually don´t initiate contact with strangers, as we have a long tradition of keeping to ourselves. This is often on display in waiting rooms or public transportation where the silence that typically greets visitors is more like a typical church experience.


When it comes to employment, Danes are much disciplined. Much of our personal identity comes from our jobs, and therefore people usually don’t call in late to work. We also frequently work at home, and we continue to educate ourselves throughout life, taking extra courses. Due to the importance we place on work, we tend to have little time for unscheduled social activities. Most Danes hurry to pick up their children from day care, kindergarten and school, or we go to the gym. We could really use a genuine British pub tradition, where we can all meet with colleagues, friends and family!


On weekends, we are usually open for socializing and visitors, but only with prior planning. Unexpected guests and spontaneous socializing is a breach of etiquette unless of course you´re close friends or family. Guests often bring a bottle of wine, chocolate or some flowers when they are invited to dinner.


Danes have a love for languages, and most of us are bilingual. We learn many languages in school and also during our personal time. In recent years, Chinese and Spanish have become increasingly popular to learn, but French, Italian and Russian are also taught to many people. English and German speaking visitors are especially in luck as they often will be able to navigate their way through Denmark without needing to speak any Danish. We are a small nation with only 5.6 million inhabitants, so we need to keep both our minds and tongues open to the world.
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Kronborg


(http://www.visitcopenhagen.com/copenhagen/kronborg-castle-gdk476685)


Kronborg is an old fortress dating from around 1420. It is situated in the town of Helsingør north of our capital Copenhagen.


In the old days, all vessels making passage through the strait of Øresund had to stop and pay taxes. Any reluctance to pay would soon vanish when being faced with canons directed their way.


Nowadays the ships mostly pay with plastic garbage and oil spills.


You can safely pass by Kronborg in your cruise ship, but only if you have spent a significant amount of “kroner and øre”, the Danish currency. Yes, in Denmark we rejected the euro and “kept our crown”, so to speak.


In the dark and damp prison cellars below Kronborg resides the statue of Holger Danske. He’s a mythological knight who, if Denmark is ever under attack, will rise up in all his fury and might.


For years the citizens of our small nation have consistently been rated as the happiest people in the world. This probably explains why Holger Danske never seems to lift as much as an eyebrow.


We are a happy people because of our welfare system that ensures equality and a safety net for all. Research has shown that our sense of trust and state of happiness can be traced through our genetic heritage that even extends to Danish descendants living in other parts of the world. No matter the exact reasons, we prefer to live in peace. We don’t allow parents to physically discipline their children, nor do we permit the general public to own or carry guns. Only police officers, the military and permitted hunters are allowed firearms. We generally despise violence and view violent acts as a primitive behaviour that has no place in a modern society. So much for our Viking heritage, eh?


The castle of Kronborg organizes renaissance fairs with knight tournaments and open markets every year with wonderful music and a pleasant family atmosphere.
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