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President of Uzbekistan


Islam Karimov:


“Uzbekistan is the state that has great future. It is a sovereign, democratic, law-based state. It is a state based on the principles of humanism, ensuring the rights and freedom of citizens, regardless of their nationality, religion, social status or political convictions. The source of the state power is the people. It is their will that determines the policy of the state.”




“Today, eventually, the life itself has proved how correct was the path we have chosen for democratic reforms in order to achieve set targets - deep and scientifically grounded, recognized by the international community as the "Uzbek model" of development".


Islam Karimov


President of the Republic of Uzbekistan
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This is a reference to the at hand book of Uzbek economist academic Kalandar Abdurakhmanov with the title: “Uzbekistan: past, present and future” dedicated to 25 years of independence of the Republic of Uzbekistan. I know the author in person as a profound researcher and delicate observer. The book clearly reflects delicacies of historical twists and turns, definition of vital problems and the ways of their solution.


As indicated in the statement of the president of the Republic of Uzbekistan “Preparation and celebration of 25 years of state independence of the Republic of Uzbekistan”, obtaining independence by Uzbekistan and revival of national statehood, taking a respectable place along with sovereign and independent states of the world, realization of profoundly thought-out based on reforms Uzbek development model – all of this proves today that the chosen path was right.


Uzbekistan was one of the first countries in CIS to enter the phase of economical growth. In short period of time – up to 2001 – it has restored the pre-reform level of GDP production. In 2012 the GDP growth rate of the Republic has increased more than twice compared to the rates of 1989. Uzbekistan got into the first group of countries with fast growing economy.


“Prosperity rate” of 142 countries which is composed by analytical center The Legatum Institute since 2006 also serves as a proof of economical quality growth. In the latest report for 2015 Uzbekistan took 57-th place having risen by six points. These tell of cardinal quality changes in economics, entrepreneurship, administration, education, public health, security and individual liberty provision. Active work for provision of reliable protection of private property, small business and private entrepreneurship, removal of obstacles for their swift development was reflected in the significant international rating “Doing Business” of 189 countries published by the World Bank and International Financial Corporation. This rating is one of the most authoritative sources of information used for evaluation of business environment and investment climate. Only in 2015 Uzbekistan rose up to 16 points and took 87-th place in the rating. The World Bank also notes that Uzbekistan is among the first group of ten countries for achieving the best results in business environment improvement.


Main attention the government of the country pays to a transport system development that has become a key factor of external economic intercourse and integration in global economics. Realization in corporation with Chinese partners of electrified railway Angren-Pap building project through the unique tunnel Kamchik has completed formation of integrated national railway transport system. This trunk line will further serve as a significant part of a new international transit railway corridor China-Central Asia-Europe.


In May of this year in corporation with partners from South Korea construction of Ustyurt Gas Chemical Complex was completed. The project is accepted as one of the greatest in the world. Ustyurt Gas Chemical Complex which allowed to get from export of raw resources to production and export of products with high added value became the first large scale project on the CIS territory, realized on the basis of longterm financing. Even in 2012 authoritative international publishing "Project Finance International" that belongs to international informational agency "Reuter Thompson" acknowledged the project as a deal of the year in the world’s oil and gas-chemical sector. Realization of such projects became possible due to an “Uzbek model” implementation.


As achievements acknowledgement also serves a fact that Uzbekistan became one of the 14 countries in the world obtaining prizes from Food and Agriculture organization of UN (FAO) for achievements in the sphere of food security provision. At the meantime, the Republic of Uzbekistan under the leadership of the president Islam Karimov works on realization of new UN’s goals for steady development which will guide the development of world’s community up till 2030.


Commonly known that high crime rate may suppress social unity and negatively affect on economical development. “Low and order index” research results conducted in 2015 by Gallup Institute (USA) revealed that Uzbekistan was ranked second among 141 countries gave way only to Singapore. High rank in this rating confirms the high individual security and confidence of people in peaceful and stable life in the Republic.


During the years of independence Uzbekistan achieved big success in diversification and modernization of economy and in attraction of international business community to enlargement of real market potential. The assigned goal – to achieve doubling of GDP up to 2030 by cardinal structural reforms in economics will allow the Republic to become industrially developed country with above average income per capita.


In a comparatively short historical period small business subjects and private entrepreneurship as an integral part of national economy became lead force in solution of social and economical issues, development of all domains and service industries, provision of prosperous life for people. In support of that serves the following: based on the results of 2015 the share of this sector in GDP compared to 2000 rose from 31% up to 56,5%, share in production volume of industrial products – from 12,9% up to 38,9%, in export – from 10,2% up to 26,9%, in population employment ratio – from 49,7% up to 77,9%.


Above indicated rates and international experts opinions shows that during 25 years of independence cardinal changes occurred in Uzbekistan. Now it is impossible to imagine kilometer-long queues for vital products in shops and stores or prohibition of private entrepreneurship as was not so long ago. Behind the successes achieved stands everyday labor of millions of Uzbekistan citizens who do not dwell on achieved but realize that to achieve more ambitious goals they have to do a deal more.


From my point of view the thoughts regarding international cooperation in modern development of Uzbekistan described in a book are of great interest. This is one of the fundamental issues of progressive development of democratic state today.


Being a member of ex Soviet Union Uzbekistan didn’t have any external intercourse, let alone external economic intercourse. Semi colonial Republic that have been trapped in difficult condition under totalitarian regime was characterized as a one-side developed economy in which cotton monopoly dominated and it was determined only for raw materials supply. People were growing cotton with their own hands but haven’t any idea of its real cost as they were cut off from international community.


High financial potential of Uzbekistan was acknowledged in 1992 when our country was accepted in World Banks membership. “Membership of the Republic of Uzbekistan in International Financial Fund, International Bank of Reconstruction and Development, International Financial Corporation, Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency” law serves as the base of it. Its representative office was opened in Tashkent city. Currently a close cooperation is established with this institution acting in a global scale in the spheres of public health, education, modernization and reconstruction of energetic system, restoration and repair of irrigating drain network, development of communal household infrastructure. This gives an opportunity of rapid integration of our country to international financial-economic market, gives opportunity for global community to get acquainted with efficiency of “Uzbek model” of development.


The same positive results may be seen on the example of intercourse with European Union. Cooperation with this structure became the direction of priority of external politics since first years of independence. Economical intercourse with continent states develops according to the Agreement of Partnership and Cooperation between Republic of Uzbekistan and European Communities. In particular in the period from 1992 to 2015 projects for the total amount of 721,4 million of euro were realized. And till 2020 according to financial and technical aid in order to develop rural area European Union plans to implement several initiatives in provisions processing, water supply and irrigation system, farm household and energetic.


Germany, one of the greatest members of European Community – is the main trade and economic partner of Uzbekistan in Europe. Total value of financial and technical cooperation between two countries is more than 300 millions of euro.


A great interest in studying of German culture and language noted in Uzbekistan. German language is the second most popular language studied in the Republic. In the sphere of higher education partner intercourse are established with more than 20 institutes of higher education of Germany. Students and specialist exchange is also practiced.


Strengthening of social intercourse by the use of national diplomacy along with political, diplomatic and economical contacts takes significant place in formation of friendly relationships of Uzbekistan. Delegations exchange became regular. German organizations in the sphere of culture and education such as German Service of Academic Exchanges, Goethe Institute of Tashkent, Central Administration of Abroad Schools, Friedrich Ebert Foundation, Konrad Adenauer Foundation and Association of National Universities of Germany International Cooperation Institute currently act in Uzbekistan.


In connection with education system reform conducted in Uzbekistan this sphere is a significant component of international cooperation. Incorporated educational projects along with Association of National Universities of Germany and German International Cooperation Community in the sphere of professional education are realized with main attention to economical professions, information technologies and tourism.


As an examples may serve a cooperation in the sphere of scientific research work, short time tutors and scientists exchange for conduction of scientific researches, organization of joint seminars, symposiums and also exchange of students between FSBEI HE “Plekhanov Russian University of Economics” in Tashkent and Bremerhaven Institute of Applied Sciences of Germany. Thus cooperation potential in the sphere of cultural-humanities, economics and investment is large and multilateral.


I personally suppose that friendly relationships between Uzbekistan and Germany not only have geopolitical meaning for a long perspective but are exceptionally important for people.


When speaking about Uzbekistan a mental image of multilateral activity of the countries leader – President Islam Karimov - unintentionally appears, and when speaking about President – image of free and dynamically developing Uzbekistan crops up. That is why every one of those who desire to learn a full new history of Uzbekistan and its independence development naturally applies to a life and activity of its President Islam Karimov whose deep governmental thinking, ability not only to foresee but also to forecast future steps for many years achieved authoritative acknowledgment in Uzbekistan and far beyond its borders.


In this respect, estimations regarding national issues in the region indicated in the book attract interest. Special attention goes to the way of exposure of historically confirmed governmental solutions of sometimes complicated international relationships and the unquestionable stabilizing role of Uzbekistan in Central Asia. As only natural evolutional way of development of the region may give to a person a sense of satisfaction, and to a society – opportunity of systematic thoughtful development the point of view of the President of Uzbekistan reflected in the book may rightfully rely on positive moral and political evaluation from people interested in elimination of any kind of extremism and violence in confirmation of the dialogue as an only way to achieve good.


It is necessary to note that the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan Islam Karimov took a way of country modernization based on the connection between past and future. As an economist he clearly understands that efficiency of universal institutes of modernization depends on certain conditions of a country, on socio-cultural traditions of a certain nation bound with succession, but at the same time aimed for the future. Evaluation of significance of education if country development reflects in President’s words: "Life itself proves that only educated, enlightened society is able to evaluate all advantages of democratic development and on the other side low educated and ignorant people prefer authoritarianism and totalitarian system".


Speech quotations of Islam Karimov contained in the book are notable for their deep life and logical base, analytical spirit that tells of a high intellectual level of the author and his principal position – to unchangeably and systematically assert interests of Uzbekistan in every situation.


It is necessary to note that in the book in order to deeply analyze Republic’s development in terms of complicated international political, socio-economical situation, logic of progressive changes in economical and social domains of the country is reflected. The idea of sovereignty and independence of Uzbekistan permeates through all the chapters of the book. In this respect the book will serve as priceless source for strengthening the connection and succession between past and future and between generations.


In tote, the book “Uzbekistan: past, present and future” is written by a man who holds problems of Uzbekistan very close to his heart and he believes in a virtuous role of this country. That is why the book is read with great excitement and interest as a holistic work not only in Uzbekistan but also in Germany.


Professor Dr. rer. pol. Gerhard Feldmeier Vice Rector


Hochschule Bremerhaven


University of Applied Sciences (Germany)




This book is about an amazing country - Uzbekistan, which is located in one of the ancient centers of the world civilization - Central Asia. Based on specific examples and facts it describes in detail this largest and densely populated country in the region, fulfillment of the centuries-old dream of the people - obtaining country’s independence, about the difficult path through deep transformation of the country within a short historical period - just a quarter of a century, when a heavy heritage of the former totalitarian system was overwhelmed, a thriving modern economy has been established, comfortable towns and villages have been created, ancient cultural values have been revived.


The book is intended for all readers who want to discover a new, bright revitalized country, Uzbekistan, which is focused to future.




INTRODUCTION


25 years ago, starting from September 1, 1991 a new era began in the history of Uzbekistan - it became an independent country. Republic of Uzbekistan appeared as a separate state in the political map of the world.




Islam Karimov, President:


"Independence is a sacred benefit which cannot be compared with anything in the world, its achievement - is a great, life-changing event that brought freedom to our people, awoke our national identity, pride and honor, dignity, returning to us our native language, our religion, values and tradition ... In the days of the former totalitarian regime who in the world knew that there was such a beautiful country like Uzbekistan, a nation such as the noble people of Uzbekistan? Who recognized us as an independent state? Who knew that our land is a land of vast and unique resources, the birthplace of great scientists and thinkers, whose heirs of the priceless heritage and descendants of the prominent personalities we are?"





A quarter of a century is passed which is historically a short period of time, but over the years impressive achievements were gained. First of all, it is a generation of the national statehood, establishment of an efficient market economy, implementation of large-scale, political, economic and social reforms, a real increase in the level and quality of life, increasingly reshaping image of towns and villages, increasing credibility and recognition of the country in the international arena.


After becoming independent, Uzbekistan has developed its own strategy for radical renewal of the society, which was acknowledged in the world as the "Uzbek Model" of development of the President Karimov. Its basis is made up of five distinct principles including deideologization of the economy, ensure the rule of law, recognition of the regulatory role of the state as a principal reformer, implementation of strong social policies, taking into account national peculiarities of the country, as well as phasing of ongoing political and economic reforms.


Strategic priorities were strengthening the economic foundations of sovereignty of the republic, in particular, ensuring its grain, fuel and energy, transport and communication independence, modernization of the leading economic sectors, equipping them with advanced, updated modern technology, construction of modern highly profitable businesses. Particular importance was attached to ensure dynamic development of industries such as oil and gas and chemical industry, railway engineering, automobile manufacturing, production of construction materials, consumer electronics, pharmaceuticals, high-tech food processing and textiles.


Necessary market infrastructure institutions were created and a competitive environment was formed within a short period of time. Private enterprise and small businesses, which have become the engines of economic growth, were supported by state. In the field of agriculture great opportunities were created for private farms and they have become now the main producers of almost all agricultural products.


National model of the President Karimov required training and preparation of new generation of cadres able to implement the task of large-scale modernization of the country and generation of a democratic society in practice. Taking into consideration the need for modern-minded cadres who feel responsibility for the present and future of the country, the National Training Program and the State Program on Development of School and other educational projects have been adopted. A new system of twelve year free and compulsory general and specialized secondary education, two-stage system of higher education, which became the basis for the education of a new generation of highly qualified specialists were implemented.


Consistent and gradual implementation of the "Uzbek Model" of development has led to impressive results. During the years of independence, the national economy grew by nearly 6 times, real income per capita increased more than 12 times, gold- currency reserves expanded. The country has occupied a worthy place in the world community.




1. HISTORY: WHO WE WERE & WHO WE HAVE BECOME


Uzbekistan has a favorable geographical position in Central Asia. Its area is 447.4 square km and its size exceeds such countries as Great Britain, Belgium, Denmark, Switzerland, and Austria taken together. It borders on Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Turkmenistan, Tajikistan and Afghanistan.


The population of Uzbekistan is characterized by high dynamics of birth rate. According to official data, by January 1, 2016 the population was more than 31.5 million, more than half of which are the urban residents of the Republic.
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Fig. 1. Growth Rates of the Uzbek Population (As of 1 January 2016)1





Uzbekistan is mainly the country of irrigated agriculture. The largest rivers in Central Asia are the Amu Darya and the Syr Darya which comprise two river basins on its territory, which is a unique combination of flat and steep terrain, including the Kyzylkum desert.


The Republic has a high level of solar potential. The average annual number of sunshine hours ranges from 2700-2980 in the north of the territory and up to 2800-3130 in the south. The climate is dry and sharply continental.


Natural conditions allow growing valuable crops such as cotton, corn, rice, fruits and berries with high vitamin content under irrigated agriculture, making it possible to obtain several harvests of vegetables and fodder crops throughout the year.
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