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PREFACE


In 2018, I released a book called L’Insoumis and started to sell it at the market. This experience has been (and still is) rich in surprising events, meetings and rare moments.


Often, people are poetic without even realizing it. This is what I’ve tried to write about.


I have to say a special ‘thank you’ to Vincent. He was the first to welcome me at the market of Saint-Cyprien. He invited me to his stand to sell my books although we didn’t know each other. I won’t forget it.


Thank you to Carine, too, whom I met at Vincent’s stand. She has supported me in many ways.


This book is not just my own. It’s also Charley’s book. She drew the illustrations for free, gave me one of her late husband’s drawings of horses, and she spread the word across several continents. I’d like to dedicate this book to her, to Charley, the youthful old woman, my friend.
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SAINTE-ALVÈRE MARKET


Today


A little girl made an ass of me


It happened so fast


My friend Pedro had accosted some passers-by


Saying


“Look at this young man


He’s a poet


He wrote a novel in just one night


He’s very talented


But you know his problem?


He’s too shy…”


Hearing this


The little girl started laughing


Hidden behind her parents


She couldn’t believe


A grown-up could be shy


And when she saw it was true


She teased


“Oh look, he’s so shy!”


Her parents finally bought a book


They probably felt sorry for me
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AT THE END OF THE MARKET


We were loading hundreds of books


Into Vincent’s truck


Carine was there too
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