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Dedicated to


Amaka, Kamtoo and Kosi






Prologue





Osy, A Tribute to Character


Rev. Fr. Ben Ejeh, Venice-Italy


A rare breed you were


In a murky landscape


Dotted with fellows without character.


Tall you strode like a Colossus


Navigating a sea of soulless sharks


With integrity for watchword


And faith as compass


Compromise, to you, a taboo.


Our paths crossed happily


At God’s behest in Providence


And ever bound in fraternal love


Til God’s love’s eternal embrace.


You live on dear Osy


For love and life in God’re eternal.




Ambassador Ositadinma Bartholomew Anaedu


A Short Biographical Ode


by


Fada Onyii


Born in Onitsha on December 30, 1955, our parents gave him the name O si taa dị nma, ọ dịrịzie gaba meaning: since it started today to be good, it will continue to be good. And because the Igbo folk of our parents’ time and generation did not give names arbitrarily, the context of this name was that our father, having retired from the Nigeria Police Force, ventured into business, which then started to show signs of growth and promise. Hence, his name was a prayer both for intercessions already answered and for the future of the still young family to which seven younger siblings will be added in addition to his elder sister, Uchem, named after our paternal grandmother. However, everyone knew him as Ositadinma and Osita or Osy for short. His baptismal name, Bartholomew, was rarely used and found only in some official documents like certificates.


When Osy reached school age, our father wanted the best of foundation-education and upbringing for him. Hence, he decided that he be raised by a cousin, who was a teacher, Mr Marcel Obianọ, who lived and taught at Agụleri. It was during his primary school days that the Nigeria-Biafra civil war broke out. Osy was on a visit to the family house in Onitsha when the war reached the threshold of the commercial city. Consequently, he had to evacuate with the rest of the family to seek refuge in our village in Agụlụzigbo.


After the war in 1970, Osy began his secondary school education at Bubendorff Secondary School, Adazi, finishing in 1975. As was customary then, he did his Higher School at the prestigious Dennis Memorial Grammar School (DMGS), Onitsha. It must be noted that his time at DMGS was as remarkable as it was historic because he became the first Higher School student, who did not do all of his secondary school education and the school certificate in DMGS, to be elected as the Students’ Union President, a position that was more prestigious than the senior prefect of the school because the senior prefect was usually an appointee of the school authorities, while the president was an elective office. Again for the fact that Osy, a Catholic, was elected as the Students’ Union President in a school that represented and still represent the height of academic excellence in Igbo Anglicanism (same was Christ the King College, Onitsha, and still for the Igbo Catholicism), was really epochal and spoke volumes.


Having finished his Higher School, he gained admission into the prestigious University of Nigeria, Nsukka, UNN, where he studied political science, actively engaging in the University Students’ Union politics as a member of the Students’ Union Council, and graduating in 1982.


After his Youth Service at the National Assembly, Lagos, during the 1982/83 session, he got a job as a reporter and columnist for the Democrat Newspapers, based in Kaduna, in the Northern part of Nigeria. He was at this job for just a few months before he realised his dream of working in the Nigerian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Lagos, in December 1983. Rising through the ranks, he got his first international posting in 1990 to Hong Kong. In 1993, he returned to Nigeria and was posted to the Protocol of the Presidential Lounge at the Murtala Mohammed International Airport, Lagos, where he worked till his second international posting to the Permanent Mission of Nigeria to the United Nations Headquarters in New York in 1998.


It is pertinent to note here that, after his first marriage collapsed shortly after he came back from Hong Kong, he literally got ‘married’ to his job for nearly fifteen years. Consequently, all our official and tricky efforts to hook him up with one of our numerous girlfriends (mine and those of my 7 other siblings) proved abortive until we succeeded with Amaka, his present widow and the mother of his two beautiful and highly gifted children, whom he married sacramentally in 2005, having received the canonical annulment of his first marriage more than ten years earlier.


Osy so dedicated himself to his job at the Presidential Lounge that his name became synonymous with the Presidential Lounge of the MMIA such that when postings were being considered again in the ministry, the then Nigerian dictator, General Sani Abacha, personally directed the then Minister of Foreign Affairs, Chief Tom Ikimi, to post him to the United Nations in New York. That was how his carrier at the UN took off and it was at the UN in New York that he honed his negotiating skills as an international diplomat and erudite negotiator.


After this stint at the UN in New York, he returned to Nigeria in 2002 and resumed at the Ministry of External Affairs Headquarters in Abuja. Not quite long afterwards, he received a call from the Office of the then National Security Adviser, Gen. Aliyu Mohammed Gusau to resume at his office. He stayed at the Office of the National Security Adviser to the then President Olusegun Obasanjo until his second stint with the Permanent Mission of Nigeria to the UN in Geneva, Switzerland in 2007, where he worked until his official retirement from the Nigerian Civil Service, having put in the mandatory 35 years of service. However, because of his invaluable experience and expertise, the then Director General of the World Intellectual Property Organisation (WIPO) decided to retain his services at WIPO as his Strategic Adviser, where he finally retired in 2018.


After Osy’s retirement from the UN, he devoted his energy and time to something he considered very important to humanity, namely human health. Without being a medical practitioner or having had any formal training in orthodox medicine, Osy used his life health challenges to develop and devote himself to healthy eating practices and techniques.


Because various sicknesses like high blood pressure and diabetes are in our family history, Osy inherited these sicknesses at an early age. I can still remember vividly that, whenever he travelled, his medications always had a separate travelling bag. However, in order to rid himself of so much medication, he had to resort to alternative medicine by changing his eating habit. Although he was never into alcohol, smoking and junk foods, he went an extra mile to start eating organic and mostly vegetables and herbs, with the result that he lost much weight. However, without taking any drugs again, his health so improved that his work rate actually doubled and he rarely fell sick apart from the occasional seasonal flu. From this personal experience, he became so convinced of the efficacy of alternative medicine, that he embarked on a mission to educate anyone he came in contact with on his experienced and researched findings, which he articulated in his opus magnum, a 684-page book on healthy living: Your Microbiome (Bacteria) is a Wonder of Nature: Activate and Optimize – Eating for Healthy Longevity, published in 2020. However, I must confess that this obsession with alternative medicine made him lose sight of the need for regular orthodox medical check-ups, because he was rarely sick and always in terrific state of health. He felt absolutely in control of his health. And that was the negative aspect of it. That was why his malignant prostate cancer was not discovered on time until it became too late. This experience can be likened to what Steve Jobs, the founder of Apple, experienced with his pancreatic cancer.
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