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About the Tom Kamara Foundation



The Tom Kamara Foundation was established in
June 2013 in memory of Tom Kamara, who was the publisher of the
Liberian newspaper the New Democrat until his death in 2012.





The Mission of the Tom Kamara
Foundation is:



	
To foster, promote, sustain, and improve
professional journalism in Liberia and Africa.


	
To provide support for journalists
engaged in rigorous, probing, spirited, independent and critical
work that will benefit the public.


	
To support journalism and foster a
community of journalists engaged in truthfully informing the
public.


	
To promote professional journalism,
primarily in areas of investigative reporting, youth education,
professional development, and special opportunities.
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This book includes a selection of 53 articles, written by the late
Liberian journalist Tom Kamara. He wrote these articles between
1997 and 2012. The articles were published in The
Perspective 1, an online newsmagazine
published by the Liberian diaspora in the USA, and the New
Democrat, the Liberian newspaper Tom Kamara founded.





The idea to publish this book came up after the launch of the Tom
Kamara Foundation in 2013. The widow of Tom, Rachael Kamara, Jimmy
S. Shilue and Leo Platvoet committed themselves to this task, but
lack of time and funding took some time before this idea became
reality.





The main reason for the publication of this book is that there are
hardly available accounts (firsthand or eyewitness) of recent
history of Liberia, written by Liberian authors. We hope that this
book will be read by students, scholars, teachers, politicians,
journalists etc., so knowledge and understanding of the recent
history of Liberia will be the guide to a better Liberia.










We had to choose out of 138 articles that were available to us.
Undoubtedly, Kamara has written far more articles in the 40 years
he used his sharp pen as a weapon for justice and democracy, but
archives of newspapers he worked for in the 1980s like The
Liberian Star and The New Liberian are not existing.



The archive of the New Democrat is, due to several actions
of Charles Taylor fighters in 1996 and 2000, also very incomplete
(see Section F - D). This is why The Perspective is a
valuable source for this project, although many of these articles
have also been published in the (digital) version of the New
Democrat.2





With the selection of the articles, we show the broader scope of
Tom's writings: not only about the Liberian Civil War, but also
about other topics.



The book starts with an introduction to the life and work of Tom
Kamara.



The selected articles are divided in five sections:



	
The Doe Era (1980-1990);


	
The Taylor Era (1990-2003);


	
The Johnson Sirleaf Era
(2006-2012);


	
Liberia and the USA;


	
Miscellaneous Items.





Section F includes reflections on the life and work of Tom Kamara.



The detailed index makes it easy to search for names, events, and
places.





The copyrights of the selected articles are in the hands of Rachael
Kamara. The copyrights of the other articles (Introduction and
Section F, B and C) belong to the authors of these articles.



The introduction (in italics) of each of the 53 selected articles,
as well as the notes included in these articles have been written
by Leo Platvoet.



The notes aim to give more information and historical context about
persons and events. The books that were used as a source for this
are listed in the Sources chapter.



In a boxed text on page 145 you will find information about the
Liberian Truth and Reconciliation Commission.










In a number of articles one or more paragraph(s) of the original
text is / are not included in the text of this book. The only
reasons for this are the following two.



1. It is a repetition of something that is mentioned earlier in an
article in this book. Tom Kamara knew of course that repetition is
an important way to make his cause, especially when there is a time
gap between the publication of two articles about the same subject.
But in a book, this is less expedient.



2. The topic Tom addressed is too far away from the original scope
of the article – that could distract the reader's interest to read
on.



The place where a paragraph is deleted, is marked with (…).










Tom Kamara was critical because he loved Liberia. He wrote about
the many sides of the first African republic, often saying loud
'This, Too, is Liberia'.










Rachael Kamara



Leo Platvoet



Jimmy S. Shilue







	

In 1996, The Perspective online newsmagazine
was created by George H. Nubo, Siahyonkron Nyanseor and Abraham M.
Williams. As soon as Tom heard about it, he joined them,
contributing many articles. For a partial list of his articles on
ThePerspective.org website, see at the bottom of A Tribute to
Thomas "Tom" Saah Kamara: My Comrade in the Liberian People's
Struggle for Rice & Rights by Siahyonkron Nyanseor, in: The
Perspective, Atlanta, Georgia, June 22, 2012,
https://www.theperspective.org/2012/0622201201.html. For the
Tribute itself: see Section F - C.




	

The digital version of the New Democrat is no
longer online. However, you can view on the internet archive
WayBack Machine a number of digital New Democrat
issues, published between 2005 and 2020, see:
https://web.archive.org/web/*/http://newdemocratnews.com/








Maps



1: Liberia, West Africa, Africa







[image: ]



















































2: National capital Monrovia, the 15 counties of
Liberia and their capitals
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Introduction Tom Kamara
(1949-2012)


By Fred van der Kraaij










PART I: Remembering Tom Kamara










It was with dismay and disbelief that I learned about the tragic
passing away of Tom Kamara, in a Brussels hospital on June 8, 2012.
Tom was on his way to the Netherlands, his second homeland, when he
collapsed in the airplane that brought him from Monrovia to
Brussels. When we separated in Monrovia, the previous month, we had
agreed to meet again in the Netherlands. However, fate decided
otherwise. We would never meet again. He was 63 years old when he
traveled to the great beyond. Liberia lost with him one of its most
illustrious journalists, a fighter for press freedom, human rights,
justice, and democracy.
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Tom Kamara



Tom Kamara, a Kissi-Liberian, hailed from Lofa County, where he was
born in 1949 in the small village of Sodu, in the Foya chiefdom. He
impressed at an early age with his writing skills. During the
Administration of President William Tolbert, Jr. (1971-1980) he
contributed as a reporter to The Liberian Star, then one of
Liberia’s main, privately-owned newspapers. After graduating from
the University of Liberia (1970s) he studied journalism at the
University of Texas. Upon his return from Texas in 1981, he became
the editor of The New Liberian, a government-owned
newspaper, but was fired after criticizing the Chairman of the
People’s Redemption Council (PRC), Samuel Doe.




Tom Kamara was an independent intellectual, a fearless fighter for
the ideals he believed in, and an uncompromising author whose sharp
and sometimes polemical style brought him into conflicts with
friends and foes, presidents, warlords and other powerful people.
His
criticism of Samuel Doe and his PRC led to his arrest by the
National Security Agency in 1984, but he managed to escape from the
secret police’s prison, just hours before he was to be summarily
executed by Doe’s henchmen during his transfer to the notorious
Bella Yella prison in western Liberia. I remember the article
in The New African, a leading magazine in those
days, narrating his miraculous escape. Tom described his escape
from death in a 2001 article entitled Ordeals &
Pretenses1, published in the
Liberian online newspaper The Perspective.2




In 1985 Tom Kamara
was in Accra, Ghana, where he and a friend, the political activist
James Fromayan3, were in close contact
with Charles Taylor and his then girlfriend, later his wife, Agnes
Reeves4. Earlier that year,
Taylor had escaped mysteriously from an American prison, fleeing to
Rawlings’ Ghana with the help of Boima Fahnbulleh5, a
good friend of President Jerry Rawlings, before continuing to
Gaddafi’s Libya. To avoid any misunderstanding: neither Tom nor
James shared Taylor’s political ideas or were associated with
his plans and undertakings. The foregoing merely illustrates a
major characteristic of the Liberian political system: the
country’s important actors know one another well.



In the second half of the 1980s when travelling to his brother in
the United States Tom made a stopover at Schiphol Airport in the
Netherlands where the police arrested him for travelling on a fake
passport. Two Dutchmen, Jacques Keiren and the Roman Catholic
priest Geert Bles, who happened to be very familiar with Liberia,
testified on his behalf and identified him as Tom Kamara, showing
the New African article about his narrow escape from Doe’s
henchmen. They convinced the Dutch authorities that Tom would be
killed if sent back to Liberia. Hence, Tom was granted political
asylum. The Netherlands became his new home. Here he would make
many friends. With intervals he spent eight years in the
Netherlands, notably with Jacques and his wife Hermien Keiren, in
the hilly hamlet of Trintelen, in the southern province of Limburg.
Tom and his wife Rachael were familiar with Trintelen, the 152
inhabitants of the tiny hamlet were familiar with the couple.



After President Samuel Doe had been tortured to death in September
1990 by Prince Y. Johnson6, one of the warlords who
brought havoc to the capital and the country, Tom returned to
Monrovia, where he re-started the New Democrat. I was told
the following by both Tom (Kamara) and James (Fromayan) when I met
both men in Monrovia, in May 2012.

Tom, James and some others were on Bushrod Island, near the Vai
Bridge, when they met with Prince Johnson, leader of the
Independent National Patriotic Front of Liberia (INPFL) – composed
of Manos and Gios formerly belonging to Charles Taylor’s National
Patriotic Front of Liberia (NPFL) - who was moving towards downtown
Monrovia. Prince Johnson, who was hostile to Tom and his
independent newspaper, questioned them what they were doing in the
area and wanted to kill them, but they managed to escape though
while trying to escape Tom was shot in his leg and badly wounded.
He would never completely recover. Immediate treatment in Monrovia
was not successful due to the lack of qualified medical personnel.
 Tom was evacuated to the Netherlands for further medical
treatment, but the damage caused by the lack of immediate effective
medical treatment was irreparable. He was hospitalized for many
months in the Netherlands, followed by a stay with his Dutch
friends in Trintelen for further recovery.



In 1993 Tom and Rachael again returned to Liberia. Tom briefly
served in the government of Interim-President Amos
Sawyer7, a close friend of his,
but they split-up due to policy differences. The word ‘compromise’
did not exist in Tom’s vocabulary.

Aided by Dutch friends the New Democrat had another
re-start, with new offices. Soon the New Democrat became one
of the most popular and most informative newspapers in
Liberia. Tom’s independent writing and criticism brought him into
conflict with NPFL rebel leader Charles Taylor. During the ‘Third
Battle of Monrovia’, in April 1996, NPFL rebel forces set the
offices of the New Democrat on fire. After Charles Taylor
was declared the winner of the 1997 presidential elections ("He
killed my ma, he killed my pa, but I voted for him",
Liberians said, fearing a flaring up of the war if Taylor would not
win the elections), the harassment of Tom and his newspaper team by
Taylor’s forces continued unabated, it even got worse. In 2000 the
Taylor Administration shut down the newspaper and Tom’s life was
threatened. Tom had to flee again – he was a prime target on
Taylor’s hit list. Tom again went into exile, first to Ghana then
to the Netherlands where he started an online edition of his
newspaper. After Taylor’s forced exile (2003), in 2005, Tom and his
wife Rachael returned home where Tom continued his work for more
democracy, more justice and more press freedom. The New
Democrat was again printed in Liberia, albeit with Dutch
financial support.



One would expect that during the Administration of President Ellen
Johnson Sirleaf (2006-2018)8, who strongly advocated
freedom of the press, Tom’s work in Liberia would be smooth
sailing. The reality was different.  In 2010 the New
Democrat’s website was brought down by hackers twice in one month
time. The government brought multi-million-dollar libel suits
against the newspaper following reports on corruption by government
officials. Even President Sirleaf once wanted to sue him, Tom told
me in his Clay Street office on May 9, 2012, but he convinced her
that he had used official sources for a publication that she
disliked and the libel case was called off. Their relationship
certainly was strained which though did not prevent him from
contacting her occasionally by telephone, he emphasized. He was a
true journalist, without any fear, independent, not ready for
compromises and avoiding conflicts of interest. In February 2012,
President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf appointed Tom Kamara as a member of
the Board of the National Port Authority, an appointment that
stirred much debate. Typically for Tom, he declined the offer that
very likely would have been accompanied by an interesting monthly
check.





On March 1 he thanked the President, adding: "Kindly permit me to
extend my humble appreciation to you for appointing me as a member
of the Board of Directors of the National Port Authority. However,
due to my current busy responsibilities, it is my courteous regret
to inform you, Madam President, of my unavailability this time to
serve in this position."



Tom
Kamara could not be bought.



Yet, despite the clashes and criticism, there were no hard
feelings. When President Sirleaf learned about Tom’s unexpected
passing, the Executive Mansion issued a press release informing the
nation that "President Sirleaf has learned with deep sadness the
passing of iconic journalist Tom Kamara (…), a great patriot who
dedicated his life to the pursuit of freedom of speech, the right
of the media, and the democratic process in Liberia and in Africa.”



President Sirleaf stated that “Mr. Kamara has earned a special
place in the hearts of many Liberians (and that…) Liberia has lost
one of its greatest sons (…). Tom Kamara was a good friend and will
be missed by the entire nation."9





Tom Kamara has been compared to the late Albert Porte, another
great Liberian journalist who was fearless, a brave soldier whose
only weapon was a pen – not an AK-47 – and who never missed his
target. Tom’s uncompromising stance and polemic, provocative style
brought him in conflict with the authorities. They threatened him,
sued him, and put him in jail and on their death list. But Tom
never succumbed to pressure or temptation. The fear and hate of
dictators and warlords Samuel Doe, Charles Taylor, Prince Johnson,
George Boley, Alhaji Kromah and the likes of them only fed his
courage and determination to fight for human rights, democracy, and
social justice.



Tom Kamara was laid to rest in Brewerville outside Monrovia on
Saturday, June 23, 2012. He has gone to the great beyond, but his
thoughts and articles remain with us.



PART II: The selected writings of Tom
Kamara





The book before us contains a selection of his
articles, published in The Perspective and the New Democrat in the
1997-2012 years.





The series of articles starts with the Doe years. With hindsight,
the PRC coup of April 12, 1980 which brought Master-Sergeant Samuel
Doe, a Krahn-Liberian, to power was the prelude to two devastating
Civil Wars. The PRC coup ended the hegemony of a small elite of
Americo-Liberians - i.e. the descendants of the African American
colonists who proclaimed the independence of Liberia in 1847 - and
was acclaimed enthusiastically by the majority of the indigenous
people. However, PRC Chairman-turned President Samuel Doe replaced
one minority rule by another, favoring his fellow Krahn people and
a group of supportive Mandingo-Liberians. The ensuing armed
reaction of ambitious politicians who relied on their tribal base
in the struggle for power and the supreme price, the Executive
Mansion, escalated into a pointless, ruthless, insane and cruel
Civil War.



The first Civil War was ignited on Christmas eve 1989 by the NPFL.
The NPFL invasion from Ivory Coast into Nimba County was supported
by Burkina Faso’s Blaise Compaoré, Ivory Coast’s ‘old man’
Houphouët-Boigny, and Libya’s ‘Colonel Gaddafi’. The war raged from
the Christmas incursion until the ‘election’ of warlord Charles
Taylor as Liberia’s President in 1997. Neighbouring countries
Guinea and Sierra Leone became involved in the second Civil War
(1999 – 2003) which only ended with the Comprehensive Peace Treaty
signed in Accra, Ghana en the forced resignation of
warlord-turned-President Charles Taylor. After two Civil Wars, the
country was devastated, the economy in ruins, an estimated 250,000
people had been killed – sometimes savagely – and many more
traumatized. The violent conflict in Liberia had rocked West Africa
and notably its most important regional organisation ECOWAS to its
foundations.10 In 2006, President
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf was entrusted with the two difficult tasks of
rebuilding the country and its economy and reconciling the various
parts of its population.



It was in the context painted above that Tom Kamara wrote his
articles for the New Democrat newspaper (and The Perspective online
magazine). The bulk of the 53 articles selected here cover the
Taylor era, one of the darkest – if not the darkest - in Liberia’s
history.



Charles Taylor’s escape from a Plymouth County
jail (Massachusetts, USA), in 1985, is still surrounded by
mysteries. I heard him testifying before the Special Court for
Sierra Leone (The Hague, 2009) that he ‘escaped’ by walking through
the front door of the maximum-security prison where he was met with
American secret agents who drove him to a safe spot from where he
traveled to West Africa. A fantasy, a lie or did it really happen?
Was he put on the CIA or Pentagon payroll and sent to spy on
‘Colonel Gaddafi’ nicknamed ‘Mad Dog’ by USA President Ronald
Reagan? Both Tom Kamara and James Fromayan independently confirmed
Taylor’s version of his ‘escape’ when I spoke to in May 2012. In
the article In Search of Enemies and Allies (2000, No. 11), Tom
Kamara shows his gift of observation and his analytical skills,
writing: "Since he assumed office, Taylor has been dancing between
Tripoli and Washington. Tripoli may have helped him to destroy the
country, but as he sees it, he needs Washington to build it." But
the Americans did not support Taylor (anymore?): they were
disappointed in the man who had proved to be unreliable and a
criminal, who stirred up a cruel civil war in Sierra Leone in
exchange for ‘blood diamonds’, who meddled in other West African
countries, and who had become friends with arch-enemy Muammar
Gaddafi and Al Qaida terrorists.



The
articles covering the Taylor era are a sharp reminder of the
horrifying terror of Charles Taylor and his henchmen who turned
Africa’s oldest republic into a gangster paradise where no law
existed unless the law of the jungle. Noteworthy in this respect
are the articles Liberia’s Persecuted and Rising Voices of Dissent
(2000, No. 12) and Liberia: The Emergence of a Criminal State
(1999, No. 17). However - notwithstanding the foregoing -
mentioning specific articles does not do justice to the other
articles which are as sharp and to the point as the two
cited.



Tom Kamara not only severely criticizes Charles Taylor and the
other tropical gangsters, most of whom are still at large, whereas
some even enjoy a lavish lifestyle in Monrovia or elsewhere in
Africa. In ‘The Curse of Mercenaries’ (2000, No. 23) he attacks
mercenaries, arms traders, murderers and other criminals, most of
them partners-in-crime of Charles Taylor: Foday Sankoh, the
notorious Sierra Leonean RUF leader, Blaise Compaoré, President of
Burkina Faso, the Ukrainian arms dealer Leonid Minin, the Dutch
timber baron Guus Kouwenhoven aka ‘The Godfather of Liberia’ and,
closely related to the latter, Emmanuel Shaw, an opportunistic,
unscrupulous confident of Samuel Doe and his Finance Minister in
the 1980s, and Ambassador-at-Large and financial advisor under
Charles Taylor.11 Besides, it’s
interesting to note that Emmanuel Shaw is now a Senior Advisor to
President George Weah.



The articles focusing on
Taylor’s misdeeds, war crimes and human rights violations –
impossible to list them all here - are to the point and
devastating. They constitute painful reading since they bring back
bad memories of a gruesome and senseless period in the history of
Liberia, a country which was created for the love of liberty and a
better life.



Tom Kamara also targets non-governmental
organisations operating in Liberia (in: Pariahs,
Sanctions, versus “Ordinary People”, 2000, No. 15) as well as
West African Presidents and African leaders in general: Abacha,
Compaoré, Houphouët-Boigny, Jammeh, Gaddaffi, Kabila, Mobutu,
Savimbi (in: Misinformation, Sanctions and Bedfellows, 2001,
No. 25). Neither does he speak favorably about two foreign
emissaries, Rev. Jesse Jackson (The True Face of Rev Jackson’s
Liberian heroes, 2000, No. 36) and Jimmy Carter (Carter’s
Sad Liberia Good-Bye, 2000, No. 42). In the article
Misinformation, Sanctions and Bedfellows he warns that
Taylor constitutes a threat to the entire West African region
because of diamond smuggling, depletion of tropical forests,
illegal arms trafficking and armed conflicts which cause tens of
thousands of people to desert their homes and to flee to a safer
place. Charles Taylor, a bragger, was serious when he said: "Give
me ten years and I will control the region." 12



Tom’s doesn’t limit his critical views and
analyses to the Liberian context. In Elections and
Erosion of Stability in Africa (2000, No. 46) he casts a
critical eye on the multi-party election process in Sub-Saharan
Africa. The implosion of the Soviet Union and the fall of the
Berlin Wall heralded a new era for the ‘Third world’ including
Africa since it meant the end of the ‘Cold War’, characterized by a
rivalry between the two super-powers, the United States and the
Soviet Union. However, the transfer of one-party states to
multi-party democracies was and is not an automatic and smooth
process, as Tom outlines in the article cited. Generally speaking,
in Sub-Saharan Africa we may distinguish three types of
‘elections’: (1) elections by ballot, (2) ‘elections’ by bullet,
and (3) ‘voting with your feet’, i.e. joining the Diaspora abroad
(see his Opting for Refuge over "Honour", 2000, No. 38). Tom
shows his excellent knowledge of developments on the African
continent in African Union or African Utopia (2001, No. 49)
impressing and entertaining us with a bird’s eye view of African
affairs.



In Here Comes the Shantytown Democracy in The Legislature
(2011, No. 33) he shows both insight and foresight when drawing
attention to the high urban population growth rate at the expense
of an increasingly marginalized rural population, forecasting "He
or she who must be president or in the legislature, in the coming
years, must be the accepted king or queen of the shantytowns." The
Congress for Democratic Change (CDC) led by George Weah would not
win the 2011 elections, but in 2017 George Weah’s Coalition for
Democratic Change (an alliance of CDC, NPP and LPDP) won the
presidential elections, thanks to the massive support of young
voters from Monrovia’s slums, coined ‘shantytown clientele’ by Tom.
The unemployed urban youth with no or few perspectives adored their
hero, the former international football player now a politician,
George Weah, who grew up in Claratown, one of Monrovia’s largest
slums.



Selling Democracy As An Endangered Demon To The Poor (2012,
No. 35) was Tom’s last article before he passed away. In this
article he writes a devastating criticism of the ‘elected thieves’
in Liberia. Here and in another selected article (The Second
Term Curse Looks On, 2012, No. 34) we find him surprisingly
mild towards President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf.



In general, Tom was highly critical about
the events, policies and persons he describes. Critics of his
writings point to the fact that he rarely provides us with an
alternative or a solution for the problems described. Some people
find him too critical or unjustly harsh – and at least undiplomatic
– in his articles. The truth is that the very concept of ‘truth’ is
a difficult one. It reminds me of an old catchphrase, attributed to
the Irish poet Oscar Wilde: "The truth is rarely pure and never
simple".13



Rare are the articles in which Tom praises
someone. I must mention here two examples. In Woes of the
African Journalist (2001, No. 50) he rants about western
hypocrisy but lauds the Liberian academic, activist and politician
Togba-Nah Tipoteh14. In his article
Rawlings remembered (2000, No.47) he is positive about Jerry
J. Rawlings who led Ghana for over 20 years, first as a junta
leader, thereafter two terms as the country’s democratically
elected president (1981-2001). Flight-Lieutenant Jerry Rawlings
died from Covid-19 in November 2020. Retroactively, Toms’ article
on J.J. Rawlings is a worthy tribute to an outstanding albeit
controversial statesman.



Tom Kamara was not a saint either. In
general, journalists are not always the nicest people; their drive
to write is not to be found agreeable - on the contrary,
journalists who want to please create distrust. Their relations
with the persons described are often far from smooth because of a
spicy pen. Notably Tom’s pen could be very spicy - not surprising
for a journalist from the former Pepper Coast! Tom combined an
honest disapproval or even outrage with an intense feeling and
conviction that he had to raise his voice against social injustice,
oppression, exploitation, hypocrisy, discrimination, the lack of
press freedom and the violation of human rights. Often this meant
walking a tight rope. Tom experienced the wrath of oppressors whom
he criticized but he was determined and uncompromising. Moreover,
he was incorruptible. Altogether this makes him
irreplaceable.



Tom, Rest In Peace.
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Print screen of the website of The Perspective















About the author:



Dr. Fred van der Kraaij is a Dutch economist. Since 1975 he has
been following political events and economic development in
Liberia, where he taught economics (University of Liberia,
Monrovia). His PhD dissertation was on Liberia’s Open Door Policy.
He twitters as @liberiapp and maintains the website ‘Liberia: Past
and Present of Africa’s Oldest Republic’
www.liberiapastandpresent.org. He is the author of Liberia: From
the Love of Liberty to Paradise Lost (2015). In this book, a
personal account, he looks back on the country he has grown to
love.



	

‘Ordeals & Pretenses’, The Perspective,
April 3, 2001, see https://www.theperspective.org/ordeals_and_pretenses.html.
Section F - C: A Tribute to Thomas 'Tom' Saah Kamara
includes Tom's story of his escape.




	

See note 1.




	

James Fromayan was born in 1950 in Zorzor, Lofa County. He
was among a group of progressive students at the University of
Liberia whom I taught economics in the 1970s. In the 1980s, he went
to the Netherlands where he obtained an MA Degree in Politics and
Development Strategies from the Institute of Social Studies (ISS).
During the Interim-Presidency of Amos Sawyer (1990-1994) he served
as Minister of Education whereas President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf
made him Chairman of the National Elections Commission (NEC),
responsible for the preparation and the smooth conduct of the 2011
presidential elections.




	

In 2017, Agnes Reeves Taylor, ex-wife of Charles Taylor, was
arrested in the UK and accused of torturing political opponents in
the 1989-1991 period.  After torture charges against her
were dismissed in 2019, she was set free. In July 2020 she returned
to Liberia where she received a rousing welcome by stalwarts of the
NPP party, the political party created by her former
husband.




	

In the 1970s, Boima Fahnbulleh, a Vai-Liberian, was among a
group of four prominent political activists including Amos Sawyer,
Togba-Nah Tipoteh and Dew Mayson, belonging to one of Liberia’s
oldest grassroots organisations, the Movement for Justice in Africa
(MOJA, see also note 138). He was a University of Liberia
professor, Minister of Education (after the 1980 PRC coup) and,
much later, President Johnson Sirleaf’s advisor on national
security.




	

See note 45.




	

Amos Sawyer is an outstanding academic, a political activist
and a well-known politician. He has a mixed ethnic background. His
mother, a Sarpo-Liberian, grew up with an Americo-Liberian family,
his father was born in Sierra Leone and came to Liberia at an early
age. Amos Sawyer was co-founder of MOJA, University of Liberia
professor and Dean of the Political Science Department, and
research scholar at Indiana University (USA). In 1984, he headed
the National Commission mandated by Samuel Doe to draft a new
Constitution, but he declined an invitation of the PRC chairman to
become his Vice President. Amos Sawyer was Interim-President of the
Interim Government of National Unity (1990-1994), founder and
Executive Director of the Center for Democratic Empowerment (CEDE)
and was appointed Chairman of the Governance Commission (GC) by
President Sirleaf. For more details, see
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amos_Sawyer.




	

Ellen Johnson Sirleaf was Liberia’s first female,
democratically elected President. She is an economist and an old
hand in Liberian politics with a vast professional experience
ranging from governmental positions – she was Minister of Finance
under President Tolbert – to high-ranking positions in
international banking and developmental organisations. She has a
mixed ethnic background. Her father, who was raised in an
Americo-Liberian family, was the son of a Gola chief whereas her
mother, who also grew up in an Americo-Liberian family, was the
child of a market woman from Sinoe County and a German trader.
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf’s impressive personal life and professional
career are well described in her autobiography ‘This Child Will Be
Great’, (New York, 2009). In 2009, the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission recommended that she be barred from holding public
office because of her association with the NPFL (thus blocking a
second presidential term), but the Supreme Court ruled that this
recommendation was unconstitutional. President Sirleaf acknowledged
that she had made an initial financial contribution to the NPFL in
its early years and apologized publicly for it. However, her
political opponents including Charles Taylor and his right-hand man
Tom Woewiyu contradicted her, asserting she played a much bigger
role in the rebel group. See also note 50.




	

President Sirleaf Pays Tribute to Iconic Journalist Tom
Kamara, Press Release, Executive Mansion, June 11, 2012,
Monrovia,
https://www.emansion.gov.lr/2press.php?news_id=2223&related=7&pg=sp.




	

The Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS),
created in 1975, was the first West African organisation including
both anglophone, francophone and lusophone countries. Although
basically an economic organisation promoting economic cooperation
among its (initially) 15 member-states, the Liberian crisis led to
an important military role (notably ECOMOG in Liberia), spearheaded
by Nigeria.




	

A leading Dutch newspaper, Het Parool, reported
in 1997 that a Dutch drug syndicate operated in West Africa under
the protection of Charles Taylor and Emmanuel Shaw who shared in
its profits. A Liberian fishing project, ‘West Coast Fisheries
Ltd.’, served as a cover-up for the transshipment at sea of
Pakistani hashish, loaded into several smaller fishing boats,
before being transported to the final destination in Europe.
Source: Operatie Laat Niets In Leven (in Dutch), translated:
Operation No Living Thing – by Arnold Karskens & Henk
Willem Smits (Amsterdam/Antwerp, 2018), pp. 80-90. For more details
on Shaw’s dubious and illegal moneymaking, see His main
occupation was stealing and Oil man’s CV of sleaze,
https://mg.co.za/article/1997-12-19-his-main-occupation-was-stealing/
respectively
https://mg.co.za/article/1997-11-14-oil-mans-cv-of-sleaze/. For
Kouwenhoven see note 22.






	

More on Charles Taylor’s background, rebel years, presidency,
exile, arrest, conviction, and sentence, see:
http://www.liberiapastandpresent.org/TaylorCharles/index.htm.




	

From: ‘The Importance of Being Earnest’ (1895).




	

Togba-Nah Tipoteh, a Kru-Liberian, is an outstanding academic
and well-known Liberian politician. University of Liberia
professor, co-founder and President of MOJA (see also note 138),
founder and leader of Susukuu, Liberia’s oldest non-governmental
development organisation, Minister of Planning and Economic
Affairs (after the 1980 coup). In 1981, he was granted political
asylum in the Netherlands after fleeing Liberia fearing being
killed by Samuel Doe.  He ran three times unsuccessfully
for president (1997, 2005, 2011). He is admired for being the
only presidential candidate who did not leave the country after
Charles Taylor became president. For more details, see
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Togba-Nah_Tipoteh.   









Section A: The Doe Era
1980-1990




Samuel Doe (1951-1990) served as the Liberian leader from 1980
to 1990, first as a military leader and later as president. While a
master sergeant in the Armed Forces of Liberia (AFL), Doe staged
with a small group of soldiers a violent coup d'état in April 1980
that left him de facto head of state. During the coup, then
President William Tolbert 1, and much of the True
Whig Party leadership were executed. 2 Doe then
established the People's Redemption Council (PRC), assuming the
rank of general.



Doe attempted to legitimize his regime with passage of a new
constitution in 1984 and elections in 1985. However, opposition to
his rule increased, especially after the 1985 elections, which were
declared to be fraudulent by most foreign observers. Doe had
support from the United States; it was a strategic alliance due to
his anti-Soviet stance taken during the years of the Cold War prior
to the changes in 1989 that led to the dissolution of the Soviet
Union.



The first native head of state in the country's history, Doe was
a member of the Krahn ethnic group, a largely rural people. Before
the 1980 coup, natives had often held a marginal role in society,
which was dominated by the descendants of the Americo-Liberian
settlers; composed primarily of free-born African Americans and
freed slaves, they were the immigrants who had established Liberia
in the 1820s and led the country beginning with independence in
1847.



In the late 1980s, as the USA government adopted more fiscal
austerity and the threat of Communism declined with the waning of
the Cold War, the USA became disenchanted with the entrenched
corruption of Doe's government and began cutting off critical
foreign aid. This, combined with the widespread anger generated by
Doe's favoritism toward Krahns, placed him in a very precarious
position.



A Civil War began in December 1989, when rebels entered Liberia
through Ivory Coast, capturing and overthrowing Doe on September 9,
1990. He was tortured during interrogation and murdered by his
conqueror, Prince Johnson, one-time ally of Charles Taylor, in an
internationally televised display. 3







1. Struggling Against The Sword



March 26, 2001










In this article Tom Kamara writes about the historical reality
that from its inception, the Liberian state was built on brutality
and exploitation, all in a crusade of politics as means of personal
wealth. According to him Liberia has always been a state erected on
violence and corruption, rewarding its adherents with beastly power
and therefore material wealth in a sea of poverty and
illiteracy.










The winds of intolerance raging over Liberia since its founding in
1822 by freed American slaves, continue to blow with devastating
effects despite a coup d'état over 2 decades ago in the name of
change, followed by a war of terror in the name of justice. "I came
to get the dictator off the Liberian peoples' back," Taylor the
ruthless, marauding warlord promised a decade ago. But the
handwriting was all along on the wall, for even the blind, that he
came to climb on the people's back for implanting a more debased
tyranny. "I will sit there like a porcupine and see who will remove
me," he clarified later.



And indeed, he has. The recent brutish armed assaults on students
and teachers at University of Liberia indicate that certain things
do not however simply change, and this includes an in-built value
system of a people.





Successive Liberian regimes, adamant in their politics of exclusion
and obsessed with theft and plunder as political gains, lived and
ruled by the sword, and those who naively expected a departure from
this value system under a man who reduced the country to utter
primitive levels for the presidency, determined to win power by all
means and at all costs, grossly showed their ineptitude in defying
history and ignoring reality. As before, in this war against ideas
opposed to totalitarianism, the University of Liberia remains a
"legitimate military target." Its President Dr. Ben Roberts, a
Taylor protégé and key participant in the war in which child
soldiers died in their tens of thousands, decreed after the bloody
assault that the University is not a "place for political agenda."
He proceeded to "discipline" the students by suspending their
leaders from studies, vowing to continue the purge of ideas in
Taylor's name. But men like Ben Roberts defy history because his
predecessors had used the same scripts of intolerance only to
regret their war against ideas in the service of a myopic tyrant.
He will be no different.
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Entrance of the University of Liberia










The historical reality is that from its inception, the Liberian
state was built on brutality and exploitation, all in a crusade of
politics as means of personal wealth. "There is an open system of
acquiring wealth here", Taylor recently defended his plundering
regime as his benefiting cronies clapped. Thus, Liberia has always
been a state erected on the pillars of Tammany Hall politics,
rewarding its adherents with beastly power and therefore material
wealth in a sea of poverty and illiteracy.4



The novelist Graham Greene noted this during a visit to this
enclave of primitivism sold as civilization. "Almost every other
man is a lawyer and every other man politician. Corruption does not
make for simplicity as might be supposed. It may be all the
question of cash and printing presses and armed police, but things
have to be done with an air...," the British man wrote in
Journey Without Maps over 60 years ago. Nothing has changed
since then, only that these values are now more cemented than
imagined.5





In the preservation of loot, brutality against opponents is a
measurement of personal power, something appreciated by most
sectors of the society as a proof of actual manhood against
"weaklings". Doe's challenge to his opponents was "let's measure
pricks to determine who is more of a man." Taylor vows to chase his
opponents in their "mothers' wombs", always reminding them that, "I
am a tough guy y'all know me" In such a setting, it
is not intellect that counts. Ideas are offensive. What matters is
how a "strongman" humiliates opponents.



(…)



But the ruthless contest over the state and its meagre resources
has left most elite families incapacitated and in the wilderness of
despair. The two last presidents - William Tolbert and Doe - were
killed in gruesome rituals.
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  Properties of elites, including once plush homes and
sprawling farms worked by underpaid, sometime forcibly recruited
native workers, are derelict      or have simply
disappeared. Most members of the ruling elites now live out of the
country, unable to return home. Hence, Liberia has no museums
of    its past, no reminders of being, and nothing to
point to yesterday's glory. Everything has withered in the fury of
bloody competition. And yet, Taylor      and his new
set of the most unscrupulous of cronies and thieves actually
believe they are creating a resilient politico-economic environment
that will      survive them for the better when all
signs are that theirs will wither with the clouds.









On the other hand, what decades of exclusion did to the psyche of
many Liberians of non-Americo-Liberian origin, the so-called
"natives", were to reduce their minds into accepting the caste
system that convinced them to infinitely endure their
pre-determined place in society. So, many "natives", although
exposed to the egalitarian concepts of Western democracy via
Western liberal education which taught that all men (and women!)
are equal, actually held protesting students and professors at the
University of Liberia, amongst other institutions, responsible for
all the social evils all because they consistently challenged and
opposed the Americo political establishment and its monopoly of
politics, therefore the economy. It is a case of slaves unshakably
believing that their lot rests with preserving and defending their
slave master's status and economic interests in society. The extent
of this acceptance of this informal caste system is that if a
referendum were held amongst native Liberians today, most would
probably crucify their protesting compatriots at the University for
all the country's social ills while vindicating the oligarchs. "You
people caused all this trouble", is a common verdict heard among
native Liberians against their rebellious brethren, and this has
been Taylor's strength. At least when "things were good", the
servants now reflect on their glorious years of servitude, they
served as well-fed houseboys, civil servants, policemen and lower
rank army officers under grossly unqualified and incompetent
Americos whose only credentials were the name and therefore the
attending political connections.





In all this mayhem, what many commentators on the country have
since failed to grasp is that its recent war, just as its coup of
1980, is a continuing, bitter struggle over material resources by
competing sectors of society believing that political power, and
rightly so, means economic power. The level of looting and
destruction of personal property, the bestiality against civilians
and propertied classes, provided enough evidence that this was not
a war for change, but one over the scramble for state resources.
Every professional, anyone who looked prosperous, all that
represented prosperity, were seen as a future threat in the contest
for things and therefore executed. With incentives (such as one
dead head for one house), the war had to be won. The underclass
wanted the homes of the other classes, and this would be impossible
if the owners were alive. Unfortunately, it took the ruthless
plunder of neighbouring Sierra Leone's diamonds, the use of child
soldiers and child labour to extract the stones, to see this face
of Liberia. Even if Charles Taylor, like Samuel Doe before him, had
wished to depart from this value system of theft and brutality, it
was utterly impossible. An individual does not change merely by
acquiring titles such as, "President, His Excellency, Dr." It is
therefore not surprising to those who appreciate history or rely on
the past to interpret the present, that Taylor has gone back to the
basics of Liberian political culture - a ruthless clampdown on
dissent where material privileges of the ruling clique are
threatened.





In this never-ending contest for increasingly scarce resources with
rising population, one set of rulers must exclude the other once in
power. In this life and death scramble, one set must flee, if
lucky, to America while other plunders until they are violently
killed or removed for the other players-in-waiting to return in the
game of plunder. It is as if this is the agreed criterion. But this
endless scramble for power and resources, and the dichotomy between
Americos and natives, are carefully avoided by political elites
since it is subject with imbedded sensitivity. Better pretend the
non-existence of the division in the, "we all are one" fallacy than
work against the inequalities.



(…)



Many, if not nearly all-key players in charge of the current
plunder, and in charge of Sierra Leone diamonds and gunrunning, the
forests, were all residents-in-waiting in the USA while the Doe
junta ruled. Taylor is one of the few exceptions, although he had
lived in the USA for years until he, too, was recruited as a
shining member of the junta's plundering team. But along with
Europeans like the Dutchman Guus Kouwenhoven6 and many others,
Liberia's new plunderers entrenching tyranny to safeguard their
plunder were all in on the line in America until Taylor called them
home to reap the rewards of the war they financed. Now, they are
politicians, lawyers, "businessmen," until a new group takes over
and calls in their loyalists from American cities. This is the
revolving door that has allowed anarchy, mediocrity, and
backwardness.



(…)





2. Liberian Officials Bicker Over Genesis of
Horrors



Published in The Perspective, October 2, 2000










Tom Kamara goes back in history. He highlights the differences
between the regimes of Doe and Taylor, if any… In both episodes
horror continues and most of the protagonists were active in these
days.



For understanding this article, it is crucial to know that the
fall of President William Tolbert started with the so-called Rice
Riots. In early April 1979 Tolbert proposed an increase in the
subsidized price of rice from US$22 per 100-pound bag to US$26. The
argument was that the increase would convince rice farmers to
continue their work instead of abandoning their farms for jobs in
the cities or on rubber plantations. However, political opponents
criticized the proposal, pointing out that the Tolbert family
operated large rice farms and would therefore realize a tidy profit
from the proposed price increase.



The leftwing Progressive Alliance of Liberia (PAL) was
initially formed among the Liberian diaspora in the United States;
it was led in Liberia by Gabriel Baccus Matthews, an activist who
espoused a quasi-Marxist ideology of militant African nationalism
and African socialism.7



PAL called for a peaceful demonstration on April 14 in Monrovia
to protest the proposed price increase. The protest march swelled
dramatically when the protesters were joined en route by more than
10,000 "back street boys”, causing the march to quickly degenerate
into a disorderly mob of riot and destruction.



The government called in troops to reinforce police units in the
capital. In 12 hours of violence in the city's streets, at least 40
civilians were killed, and more than 500 were injured. Hundreds
more were arrested. Tolbert's credibility was severely damaged by
the Rice Riots.



In January 1980 Tolbert permitted the Progressive Alliance of
Liberia to become the officially registered Progressive People's
Party (PPP). Following an April 1980 military coup, Master Sergeant
Samuel Doe ordered the release of about 50 leaders of the PPP who
had been jailed. He appointed Gabriel Baccus Matthews as Minister
of Foreign Affairs and Chea Cheapoo as Attorney General. But by
1981 the PPP had fallen out of favour with Doe, who became
increasingly dictatorial.



Nyudueh Morkonmana, who is criticized by Tom Kamara in this
article, was active in PAL.










(…)



The era from 1980 to the outbreak of the war in 1990 was one of a
heightened and often bloody scrambles for Samuel Doe's ears and a
place amongst the thieving junta gang. Thus, the more dishonest and
viler a candidate, the more the chances of getting on the inside.
There were four main centers in this contest - Doe's ethnic Krahn
allies, traditional politicians of the Kpoto mode, US-based
hustler-politicians such as Taylor, and so-called progressives from
universities and populist movements.8 All vied for a
commanding role in the junta's direction and policy formulation.
But the first losers were the progressives "Communist group," in
which Nyudueh Morkonmana falls.9 The contest then
intensified among the US-based hustlers, ethnic Krahn ideologues,
and the corrupt traditional politicians, which included members of
the Americo-Liberian political dynasty who quickly recovered from
their fall and aligned with the junta. In the end, the two
victorious centers were the thieving "traditionalists” (the Kpotos)
and the “hustlers” (the Taylors). Many of the so-called
"progressives," condemned "Communists," were exiled. As time
elapsed, the junta got wiser, dumping the American-based
hustler-politicians since their usefulness had ceased. The soldiers
had by then mastered the act of theft and could do the job better
without instructions and help from men like Charles Taylor. Taylor
was transferred from the lucrative General Services Agency (which
awarded contracts and bought all that the Government needed or
wanted) and appointed as a Deputy Minister of Commerce where he no
longer controlled spending. It was then that he fled to the US,
claiming persecution. An angry Doe responded by filing a theft case
of over US$900,000 against his former comrade in a classic case of
thieves falling part. But the soldiers needed the traditional and
corrupt political wise men as their best and most reliable partners
in plunder. However, they would soon realize that such men have no
permanent friends, only permanent interests. Kpoto and other
traditionalists went back to "tradition" and began pumping money in
the rebel NPFL while recruiting fighters against their junta allies
now cornered and crumbling.





Now House Speaker Nyudueh Morkonmana was one of the many on the
periphery of the junta during its glorious days, insiders on the
outside. His argument of persecution is quite justified. Men like
Nyudueh may not have even heard of Karl Marx or Lenin. They were
simply populist influenced by the civil rights movement and
agitated by the injustices under Americo-Liberian Apartheid who
fell prey to the Cold War definition of foes and friends.
Nevertheless, that the 3rd ranking man in a government can use his
place of education as a defense in proving his ideological purity
of non-communism tells something about the minds ruling Liberia in
this circus of old rivals and new bedfellows. Isn't Karl Marx, a
German who lived in the United Kingdom, the father of Communism?
Wasn't Kim Philby, a product of the British establishment and
private schools who died in Russia, one of the best-known servants
of Soviet Communism?10



On the other hand Kpoto's diagnosis of Liberia's horrors is a
self-defense, for he was one of those who waged war against
imaginary Communism in a bid to rid the junta of opposition against
the soldiers' National Democratic Party of Liberia (NDPL). Taking
his campaign to peasants who hardly knew the meaning of Democracy
let alone Communism in 1984, he escorted the party's candidate,
General Samuel Doe, to Lofa County, his (Kpoto's) stronghold. It
was there that Doe unveiled and delivered one of his many
anti-Communist edicts: "You make your rice farm. You get 100 bags
of rice. Government takes 50 and gives you 50. Da wah (is that
what) you want?" The crowd, in hilarious respond, answered "no"!
Encouraged by the response, Doe advanced his questions: "You get 10
children. Government takes 5 and gives you 5. Da wah you want?"
No!" the crowd thundered. "Socialists will not live to tell the
story. " They crowd again agreed with even more thunderous
approval.





Tales of Kpoto's links to Doe vary. One version is that Kopto,
determined to get closer to Doe, sought the military strongman's
fortune teller, and asked him for one last favor at any price: "I
want you to make Doe president come the elections", Kpoto is
reported to have requested. This was after it became clear Doe
would contest the presidency. The well-paid oracle man, from a West
African country, not believing his ears, rushed to Doe and released
the good news to him. "There is a man who would do anything for you
to become president" the marabou is reported to have informed a
happy Doe in search of loyalists and confidence builders. From then
onward, Kpoto and Doe became inseparable, that is until Charles
Taylor entered and Kpoto began recruiting for him after being
convinced of Doe's end.
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Warning in Monrovia…



	

This was the era of sanctioned stupidity that would hunt the
country years after. And this was the Reagan era when such slogan,
however mundane, gave hope of redemption, more so when millions of
dollars were coming in and ending in foreign banks.11 Kpoto
and others capitalized on this imagined Communist









threat in a highly illiterate and backward country, selling all the
junta's critics as fire-pouring Communists against American
interests who must die. (Taylor's Foreign Minister, Monie Captan, a
pro-democracy campaigner in the eyes of the USA National Endowment
for Democracy, followed this campaign through during the war, by
pinpointing Taylor's enemies as Communists against USA interest.)
Crackdowns, and imprisonment followed. University students were
condemned Communists, a charge that carried ugly consequences.
Meanwhile, as Uncle Sam poured in millions in reward, the
anti-Communists slogans got louder while the trips to Swiss banks
multiplied. Among the beneficiaries were Lebanese merchants, some
of whom, according to reports, bought hotels and businesses around
Europe and elsewhere for the junta members and have now possessed
them since the real owners are dead. Ironically, the same cast of
Lebanese businessmen is back in business, with a recent report of
the Lebanese Community in Monrovia "helping" the Government with
about US$50 million.





But the need to whitewash the junta as a democratically elected
government became urgent, just as the desire to transform a
murdering warlord into a democratically elected president was
convenient for many despite the inbuilt dangers now spreading.
Kpoto would later boast during the rigged elections of 1985, after
importing thugs from Freetown to intimidate the opposition, that he
possessed 99 strategies of winning an election and had just used
one to elect Doe. This included unleashing drugged thugs on the
opposition, disrupting their meetings, and vowing that: "They (the
opposition) will be in jail while we hold our inauguration." One of
the targets for elimination was Dr. Amos Sawyer, then chair of the
opposition Liberian People's Party.12



Kpoto's advice in ridding Liberia of the imaginary Communists was
simple: "When you want to kill a snake once and for all, don't
leave the eggs." His final solution was one of total elimination of
opposition in the name of fighting Communism. And anyone who
questioned the stupidity, theft and terror tied to fighting this
Communism was obviously a diehard Communist.





To back words with deeds, Doe began to purge his junta of critics,
charging them of "socialist" leanings. Barely one year after the
coup, Thomas Weh-Syen, his Vice Head of state, and most of the
truly nationalist junta members, was charged with treason and shot
in his prison cells after a kangaroo trial.13 The most
infamous crime thrown at them was having links with Colonel
Gaddafi's Libya, something Reagan's America loved.14 Now,
after all the horrors are continuing, the Libyans have replaced the
Americans as the country's benefactors while its 2.5 million people
languish in abject poverty and insecurity. But Doe proved his
credentials as truly anti-Communist high knight. It was the
beginning of the end. Advisors like Kopto, Taylor, Emmanuel Shaw
(wanted in South Africa for alleged fraud), Justice Minister
Jenkins Scott (now firmly in charge) came in with what was good for
Liberia, and what was good for Liberia meant theft, plunder, and
more abuses.15





So, when Kpoto and Nyudueh sat with angry Liberians in New York
recently, it was obvious they would have different conceptions of
how 250,000 of their countrymen and women, including 45,000
children, were butchered in the name of change.16 Nyudeh
Morkonmana was one of the junta's last victims. The other (Kpoto)
was the junta last ideologues and a prime architect of the
anti-Communist jihad that followed. But what matters now is that
the two men have found a new master, with common interest,
belonging to the same party serving the same cause. Perhaps we may
hear a new diagnosis from them after the end of Taylor's era.



























	

William Tolbert (1913-1980) was President of Liberia from
1971 until 1980, when he was killed in a coup d'état led by Samuel
Doe.




	

The True Whig Party (TWP) is the oldest political party in
Liberia. Founded in 1869 it presided over a society in which black
American settlers and their descendants, known as
Americo-Liberians, though a small minority of the population,
constituted nearly 100% of the citizens able to vote. The TWP
primarily represented them, often working in tandem with the
Masonic Order of Liberia. The party dominated Liberian politics
from 1878 until 1980. The nation was virtually a one-party state,
although opposition parties were never outlawed.




	

See: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c5xJpj7EmQM




	

‘Tammany Hall politics' comes from a powerful, corrupt and
violent political machine that ran New York City throughout much of
the 19th century. The name comes from The Society of St. Tammany,
which was founded in May 1789. This organisation took its name from
Tamamend, a legendary Indian chief in the northeast of the
USA.




	

‘Journey Without Maps in West Africa’s Black
Republic’ is the record of Graham Greene’s travels on foot
through 350 miles of roadless and disease-infected forests in
Liberia. Published in 1936.




	

Guus Kouwenhoven (b. 1942) is a Dutch arms dealer convicted
for arms trafficking in Liberia during the presidency of Charles
Taylor. In the 1970s, Kouwenhoven was sentenced to two years in
prison in the USA after being caught in an FBI sting operation
while attempting to sell 6 stolen artworks, including a Rembrandt.
He served only 17 days and was deported from the USA. Kouwenhoven
started his career in Liberia in the 1980s as the manager of Hotel
Africa and later on headed the Oriental Timber Company (OTC), the
main timber company in Liberia in the early 2000s, during the
Liberian Civil War. The company was used as a cover for arms
smuggling. The United Nations issued an order in 2001 banning him
from traveling because of arms trafficking.



On June 7, 2006 Kouwenhoven was sentenced in the Netherlands
to 8 years in jail for arms smuggling. In a higher appeal he was
acquitted of all charges against him.



In April 2010, the Dutch Supreme Court ordered a re-trial. In
December 2016 Kouwenhoven fled to South Africa claiming medical
grounds. In 2017, Kouwenhoven was convicted in absentia to a
19-year jail sentence for illegal arms trafficking and complicity
in war crimes in Liberia and Guinea.



In February 2020, a South-African court ruled "with great
regret" that Kouwenhoven could not be extradited to the Netherlands
in terms of South Africa's Extradition Act because the offences
were not committed in the Netherlands. However, the Southern
African Litigation Centre (SALC) launched an application in the
Western Cape High Court challenging the decision of the Department
of Home Affairs (DHA) to grant a visitor’s visa to Guus
Kouwenhoven. SALC also applied to the High Court to review the
DHA’s failure to declare Kouwenhoven an undesirable person under
the Immigration Act. An undesirable person does not qualify for a
visa or a permit under the Immigration Act. Following a hearing of
the case on October 27, 2020, the Department of Home Affairs on
November 5, 2020 declared Kouwenhoven undesirable in terms of
sections 30(1)(f) and (g) of the Immigration Act and notified him
of the decision to cancel his visitor’s visa. Kouwenhoven can now
appeal the decision by the DHA. If he fails to make
representations, within ten days, the cancellation of his visa will
become effective. The case is still pending in January 2021.




	

Gabriel Bacchus Matthews (1948-2007) is considered one of the
leaders in developing a multi-party system in Liberia. He founded
the Progressive Alliance of Liberia (PAL) in 1975, the first active
opposition party in the 20th century. Matthews was Minister of
Foreign Affairs of Liberia, under Samuel K. Doe (1980-1981) and
later under Amos Sawyer (1990-1993).




	

Keikura Bayoh Kpoto was a President Pro Tempore of the Senate
between February 1989 and September 1990 and between 1999 and 2002.
So, he served Doe as well as Taylor.




	

Nyudueh Morkonmana, then a member of Taylor’s party, was
Speaker of the House of Representatives between 1997 and
2003.




	

Kim Philby (1912-1988) was a double agent for Britain and the
Soviet Union.




	

Ronald Reagan, USA President 1981-1989.




	

Amos Sawyer: see note 9.




	

A kangaroo trial is a mock trial in which the principles of
law and justice are disregarded or perverted.




	

Muammar Gaddafi (1942-2011), commonly known as Colonel
Gaddafi, was a Libyan revolutionary, politician, and political
theorist. He governed Libya as Revolutionary Chairman of the Libyan
Arab Republic from 1969 to 1977 and then as the "Brotherly Leader"
of the Great Socialist People's Libyan Arab Jamahiriya from 1977 to
2011. He was initially ideologically committed to Arab nationalism
and Arab socialism but later ruled according to his own dictatorial
Third International Theory. He was killed during a civil war, which
was fueled by western powers.




	

Emmanuel Shaw (b. 1946) was the former Finance Minister of
Liberia, and a close confidant of Charles Taylor. He was also the
director of LoneStar Airways.
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The'Perspective

L but yet he emerged victorious in an clectoral
process which was everything a hatchet regivter of fraudslence. He, along with the forces of ignorance and backwardness — the
o dangerous meeb of the Iatest fad of intolerance—are plagging a knife in the Republic’s heart while lolloping in the solled garment of
Jingoims and mobilizing primerdial prejudices as 2 bulwark against progressive mobilizations that try to rescuc the comntry,

A Letter To President Weah
From Ambulai Johnson
Treat the people as though it is their place in vecicty to elect you and reccive handouts in return. Doa’t create jobs for
1K miles to your
headquarters (o sing praives to you, while you ride the most expemine vehicles in the country. Don't prenide secarity
protection for them, but tell them to buy their CCTV camseras. Bulld a few miles of pablic roads but invest millions in
your private properties with public money, Sit and do nething when pablic medical facilities become death traps for
ordimary citizens. Meanwhile, you spend hundreds of thousands of dellars to treat yourself and scalor officials abroad on
taxpayen’ mone The Forky Kloms
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This, Too, is Liberia

Selected writings of the
renowned Liberian journalist

Tom Kamara
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