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Preface










THE object of the following pages is to give to the student
and general reader a fair idea of the contents of the
Talmud.



Some time since the translator was asked how it was that no
English translation of the Talmud was in existence, and being
convinced that many would be interested in its contents, he
resolved upon the book which he now presents to the public. It is
merely a collection of specimens, and makes no pretensions to any
more advanced standing. The only object has been to give in plain,
easy language, a correct idea of the scope, and as general an idea
as possible of the varied sections of the ancient and wonderful
work.



A portion of the introduction is taken from the preface to
the Mishna of Maimonides; the chronology is from the "
Seder Haddoroth " (Order of Historical
Ages), and the sketches of the Rabbis of the Talmud are taken from
various hints afforded by the book itself, joined with opinions of
the translator. The sketches of Maimonides, Rashi, and Rabbi Amnon
of Metz, are translated from the " Seder
Haddoroth ," while the incidents, parables,
legends, lectures, and aphorisms, all directly from the Talmud, are
placed in order thought suitable by the translator, and not as they
regularly occur. The portion devoted to the Holy Days is from a
work entitled " Menorath Hammáore
" (The Lamp of the Light), the greater part of which is
originally from the Talmud.



The translator believes that a perusal of his work will not
only aid in informing the reader of what the Talmud is, but excite
an interest in the same, which will make this book, and others of a
similar character following it, of interest and demand.



It is probable that some errors and mistakes may be
discovered, despite the care bestowed upon the pages of this book;
for these the translator craves the reader's kind indulgence. The
work has been to him a labour of love, and his satisfaction
therewith would be incomplete, lacking such kindness. In the
spelling of the proper names, he has taken advantage of a
translator's arbitrary powers, and given that English version which
he deems nearest to the proper pronunciation of the
originals.



He desires to thank the friend who aided in the revision of
the manuscript and pages, for many a correction and kind
suggestion; and in the sincere hope and desire that his effort may
tend to promote a knowledge of God's Holy Word, he leaves his cause
with the indulgent reader.








TAMUZ, 5636




























Introduction





THE TALMUD, ITS NATURE AND SCOPE, WITH A CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE
OF ITS COMPILATION.



THE "Talmud" is a collection of early Biblical discussions,
with the comments of generations of teachers who devoted their
lives to the study of the Scriptures. It is an encyclopædia of law,
civil and penal, human and divine. It is more, however, than a mere
book of laws. It records the thoughts, rather than the events, of a
thousand years of the national life of the Jewish people; all their
oral traditions, carefully gathered and preserved with a love
devout in its trust and simplicity. Accepted as a standard study,
it became endeared to the people, who, as they were forbidden to
add to or diminish from the law of Moses, would not suffer this
work of their Rabbis to be tampered with in any manner. As it was
originally compiled it has been transmitted to us. It is a literary
wilderness. At the first view, everything style, method, and
language, seems tangled and confused. The student, however, will
soon observe two motives or currents in the work; at times
harmonious, at times diverse. One displaying the logical mind,
which compares, investigates, developes, and instructs; the other,
imaginative and poetical. The first is called "Halachah" (Rule),
and finds a vast field in the Levitical and ceremonial laws; the
other takes possession of the ethical and historical portions of
Holy Writ. It is called "Hagadah," or Legend, not so much in our
present acceptance of the term, as in the wider sense of a saying
without positive authority, an allegory, a parable, a tale.



The Talmud is divided into two parts,
Mishna and Gemarah .
They are the continued works of successive Rabbis, chiefs or
principals of the colleges in which they devoted their lives to
study. Most of the redacteurs of
the Mishna were dead, however, long
before the Gemarah was commenced. The
time consumed in the completion of the entire Talmud is stated to
have been three hundred and eleven years. In its present form it
consists of twelve folio volumes, containing the precepts of the
Pentateuch with extended commentaries upon them; amplified Biblical
incidents; occurrences affecting the religious life of those who
prepared it; philosophical treatises; stories, traditions, and
parables. It was called the oral or unwritten law, in
contradistinction to the Pentateuch, which remained under all
circumstances, the immutable code, the divinely given constitution,
the written law.



The guardianship of the laws and traditions was vested in the
chiefs of the colleges, known as "Scribes," "Men of the Great
Synod," "Princes and Fathers of the House of Judgment." They
instructed the people, preached in the synagogues, and taught in
the schools. Nothing was allowed to seriously interrupt their
duties. Palestine was ruled by various dynasties; the masters were
martyred; the academies were destroyed; to study the law was made a
crime against the state; yet the chain of living tradition remained
intact. The dying masters appointed their successors, and for one
academy destroyed, three new ones sprang up in another
quarter.



These masters were superior men, mentally and physically, and
the scope of their learning was almost unlimited. To be eligible to
the position, they were required to be men of well-balanced mind,
neither too young nor too old, that their judgment might be neither
hasty nor enfeebled. They were required to be thorough linguists,
to be masters of the sciences of mathematics, botany, and natural
history, and familiar with the arts as well as the sciences.



The highest rank in the estimation of the people belonged to
these Chachamim , wise men. Many of them
were humble tradesmen, yet they were considered greater than priest
or noble. Idleness was particularly abhorred by them, and piety and
learning were considered deserving of their full meed of homage
only when joined to active, bodily work,



Among the common sayings of the time, we find these:



"It is well to add a trade to your studies if you would
remain free from sin."



"The tradesman at his work is the equal of the most learned
doctor."



"He who derives his livelihood from the labour of his hands
is as great as he who fears God."



The laws, traditions, and ordinances, during many hundred
years, grew to such immense proportions, that some better method of
their preservation than their scattered and chiefly unwritten form,
became a necessity. Three different attempts were made to reduce
them into system and order. The third alone was successful.



The progress of these laws, &c., from their revelation
and conception till their final rest in the Talmud, is thus traced
in the writings of Maimonides.



During the last forty years of the life of Moses, the Lord
gave to him six hundred and thirteen precepts, including the
Decalogue, with full explanation of their meaning and intent, that
he might be able to properly instruct the people. The manner in
which Moses imparted these precepts to the chosen race is thus
recorded in the treatise Erubim . First,
he called his brother Aaron into his tent and spoke to him alone,
all the words which God had commanded; the sons of Aaron were then
admitted and the same words repeated to them; the seventy elders of
the people were then called before Moses, and from his lips
received the commandments and ordinances of their God, and then any
of the people who so desired were allowed to enter the tent, and to
them Moses spoke again the same words. Thus Aaron heard these
precepts four times, his sons thrice, the elders twice, and the
people once, from the lips of Moses. After this first course of
instruction, the prophet retired and Aaron repeated the precepts;
then his sons spoke the words which they had heard; the elders
reiterated them, and thus were the commands delivered to Moses,
impressed upon the minds of the people, who were authorised in turn
to teach one another. The precepts themselves were written on rolls
of parchment, but the explanations thereof became the basis of the
oral law, the foundation and substance of the Talmud. These six
hundred and thirteen precepts were given between the years 2448 and
2488 (1312 and 1272 B. C. E.).



"And it came to pass in the fortieth year, in the eleventh
month, on the first day of the month," that Moses called all the
people together and said unto them, "My last days on earth are
drawing nigh. If there be any among you who have forgotten the
precepts of the Lord which I have taught to you, speak now and I
will repeat them; or if there be any one among you to whom the law
is not clear, and who desires an explanation of any point, behold I
am here to answer his questions."



Thus, on the first day of Shebat
(February), Moses began to repeat and explain the law and its
traditions, as it is written: "On this side of the Jordan, in the
land of Moab, Moses began to explain this law, saying" (Deut. 1:
5).



On the seventh day of Adar (March) he concluded this labour.
He wrote thirteen copies of the Pentateuch upon parchment. He gave
one copy into the keeping of each of the tribes, and the thirteenth
he placed in the hands of the Levites, saying, "Take this book of
the law and put it at the side of the ark."



At noon, "on this self-same day," the Lord said to Moses: "Go
up to the Mount Nebo." The earthly pilgrimage of the great prophet
was completed, the rest of Heaven and the smile of God was his for
evermore, and upon his friend and servant Joshua devolved the duty
to teach and to observe.



Joshua was born in the year 2406. He was eighty-two years of
age when he became the leader of the people, and he died in the
year 2516. After his death, the elders, chief among whom were Caleb
and Pinechas, undertook the duty of preserving a general knowledge
of the oral laws. They lived about seventeen years after Joshua's
death, and then the charge descended to the judges and the
prophets. First of these was Eli, the High Priest. He became judge
in 2830, the same year in which Samuel was born, and he died in
2870, one year after Samuel had succeeded to his office. Samuel
judged the people eleven years, yielding up his spirit whence it
came upon the 28th of Iyar (May), 2882.
The sacred guardianship fell then to David the son of Jesse, from
him it descended to Achiyah the Shelomite, and from him to the pure
Elijah. In the year 3047 Elijah ascended to Heaven, and, with his
mantle, his duties devolved upon Elisha, his pupil. Then Yehoyada,
Zecheriah, Hosea, Isaiah, Micah, and Joel were the successive
guardians of the law and its growing "fences" and traditions.
Nahum, Zephaniah, Jeremiah, and Baruch, the son of Neriah,
succeeded these, and in the year 3413 the duty devolved upon Ezra,
high priest, scribe, and prophet. Ezra was a member of the great
senate, composed of one hundred and twenty members, which
introduced a regular order of prayers for divine service.
(Previously the people had composed their own prayers--words from
their hearts, appropriate to their circumstances and conditions.
They had but three set prayers, portions of the Pentateuch, recited
from the moment of its existence, viz.: "Hear, O Israel" (Deut. 6:
4-10) "And it shall come to pass" (Deut. 11: 13-22); and "The Lord
spoke to Moses, saying" (Numb. 20: 31 to end).



After the death of Ezra, the guardianship fell successively
upon Antigonus of Socho, Jose, the son of Joazur of Serada, Jose,
the son of Jochanan of Jerusalem, Judah, the son of Tabai, Shemiah,
Abtalyon, and then to Hillel, the great teacher and sage in Israel.
Hillel was chief of the college, and among his pupils was Shamai, a
learned man, but of hasty temper and fond of argument. He seceded
from Hillel's college and organised another one over which he
presided. The controversies between the two were long, sharp, and
exhaustive.



Hillel was called the Hillel of Babel, having been born in
that place. At the age of forty years he journeyed to Jerusalem, in
order that he might study with Shemiah and Abtalyon. He pursued his
studies for forty years, and was chief of the college for forty
years, dying when he was one hundred and twenty years old. He was a
very meek man, and the many dissensions at the college of Hillel,
which form a not insignificant portion of the Biblical
commentaries, owe their existence to the polemical disposition of
his friend Shamai. To Hillel the necessity of arranging,
simplifying, and committing to writing the great bulk of oral law
and tradition seemed first to present itself in full force. He
commenced the work in the year 3728; but, though he succeeded in
arranging and condensing some six hundred sections into six
volumes, he died while the work was still far from
completion.



The generations which followed Hillel and Shamai were even
more disposed to controversies than had been their predecessors,
and for a century nothing was added to Hillel's work. The
guardianship of the traditions fell to his son Simon, then to
Simon's son, Gamliel. Rabbi Shimnon, the son of Gamliel, was the
thirty-fourth teacher into whose especial charge they were given,
and from him they descended to Rabbi Judah, the successful
redacteur , commonly called, by reason of his
great eminence, "Rabbi."



Rabbi Judah was a man of immense learning, of a progressive
mind, and thoroughly versed in the sciences of his day. The Emperor
Antoninus conceived for him a respect and affection which resulted
in many marks of favour and distinction. Through his influence with
the Roman ruler he was enabled to do much towards the benefit of
his race. His great desire was to create among the people a love
for the study of the law, and a familiarity with its beauties and
its moral and religious code. He saw that a complete knowledge of
the law was limited to a comparatively few, who were dispersed
through many countries, and he feared it might in time be entirely
forgotten if the interest in its study was allowed to decrease as
it had for some time been diminishing. With the aid of the sages
and pupils of his college he set diligently to work, and collecting
the rules, explanations, and traditions extant since the death of
Moses, he inscribed them into six volumes, which he called
the Mishna , or "Second Law." In the year
3978, one hundred and fifty years after the destruction of the
second temple, the redaction was completed. Many of the laws were
already obsolete, even on their first publication. Rome had long
before substituted her own penal code for that belonging to the
Jewish nationality; the minute injunctions regulating the
sacrifices and the temple services had but an ideal value, and many
of the other laws applied particularly to Palestine, where but
comparatively few of the people remained. Yet the whole was
received in Palestine and Babylonia, not merely as a record of the
past, but as a holy work, an infallible text-book, a record of laws
that, with the restoration of the commonwealth, would come into
practice as in time past. All Israel gave thanks for the completion
of this great undertaking.



The six sections into which the Mishna was divided may be
indexed as follows:



SECTION I., Seeds : The Agrarian
Laws. Tithes and Donations to Priests, Levites, and the Poor. The
Sabbatical Year. Prohibited Mixtures in Plants, Animals, and
Garments.



SECTION II., Feasts : Sabbaths,
Festivals, and Fast Days; the Ceremonies Ordained, and the
Sacrifices to be offered on them. Special chapters are given to the
Passover, the New Year's Feast, the Day of Atonement, Succoth, and
Purim.



SECTION III., Woman: Betrothal, Marriage, and Divorce. Vows
and Obligations.



SECTION IV., Damages : This section
includes the major portion of the Civil and Criminal Law. Ordinary
Money Transactions. Idolatry. Witnesses. Legal Punishments, and
"Sentences of the Fathers."



SECTION V., Sacred Things :
Sacrifices. First Born Children. Measurements and Details of the
Temple and its Utensils.



SECTION VI., Purification :
Levitical and Hygienic Laws. Impure persons and things, and the
methods for their purification.



Among the Rabbis who assisted Rabbi Judah were his sons,
Rabbi Simon and Rabbi Gamliel.



The Mishna being formed into a code, became in its turn what
the Scriptures had been to it--a basis of development and
discussion. After the death of Rabbi Judah, his successors, Rab and
Samuel, began explanations of its principles. These were continued
in a second generation by Rabbi Judah bar Ezekiel, principal of the
college at Nehardea, and Rabbi Hunah, principal of the college at
Sura. The latter died in 4056, and until the sixth generation,
4127, the oral commentaries upon the Mishna
, now known as the Gemarah , were
continued.



Rab Ashi inaugurated the collection of these commentaries,
and it is said that from the days of Rabbi Judah the Chief, never
was the study of the law so prevalent as during the life of this
latter Rabbi. He died in 4180, before he had completed his
undertaking; and his successors, Mar and Meremar, the latter being
his son, were the last of the generations of the "Rabbis of the
Talmud."



The Talmud is without doubt the most reliable record of
Jewish law and tradition, yet its popularity is due more to the
force of circumstances than to its general acceptance at the time
of its redaction. During the bitter persecution of the Jews in
Persia the schools were closed, and oral instruction being in a
great measure interfered with, the book obtained a hold and
authority which its authors never intended. This applies, of
course, to its legal portions; the legendary portion, the
Haggadah , was poetry, imaginative fancy. But
though the Rabbis themselves considered the latter of secondary
importance, and explained its character, the majority of the people
clung to it, and regarded the Talmud as a complete whole, worthy of
their reverence.



Condensed Chronological Table.



2448. Promulgation of the Decalogue.



2488. Death of Moses.



2516. Death of Joshua.



2830. Oral laws transmitted to various elders.



2871. Samuel, Judge of Israel.



2884. David, King of Israel.



Achiyah the Shelomite, guardian of the law.



2962. Guardianship transferred to Elijah.



3047. Elisha succeeded his teacher.



Yehoyadah, high priest.



3067. Zechariah, the son of Yehoyadah, the next custodian of
the law, killed in the Temple by order of Joash.



3110. Guardianship transferred to Amos, his successor.



3140. To Isaiah the son of Amoz.



3160. To Micah the Morashtite.



3190. To Joel the son of Pethuel.



3240. To Nahum the Elkoshite.



3254. To Habakuk the prophet.



3280. To Zephaniah.



3321. To Jeremiah.



3332. To Ezekiel and Baruch, son of Neriya.



3413. To Ezra, chief of the great synod of 120 members,
including among its number Haggai, Malachi, Daniel, Chananyah,
Michael, Azaryah, Nehemiah, Mordecai, and Zerubabel.



3448. To Simon "the Just," also a member of the synod, the
first of the sages of the Mishna .



3460. To Antigonus of Socho.



3500. To Jose ben Joezer of Zeredah, and Jose ben Jochanan of
Jerusalem.



3560. To Joshua ben Parachiah and Nitai the Arbelite.



3621. To Judah, the son of Tabbai, and Simon, the son of
Shatach.



3722. To Shemayah, Abtalyon, and other teachers in the
college.



3728. Charge received by Hillel.



3768. Intrusted to his son Simon, and to R. Jochanan ben
Zakkai. During their time the "Common Era" commenced.



3809. Rabbi Gamliel succeeded R. Simon,--eighteen years
before the destruction of the Temple.



3810. Charge descended to Rabbi Simon the second, who died a
martyr.



3840. To Rabbi Gamliel the second,--twelve years after the
destruction of the Temple.



3881. To Rabbi Simon the third.



3948 to 3978. Rabbi Judah, Hannasee
(the chief) edited the to Mishna ,
the text of the "Talmud," putting the traditions and enlargements
on the precepts into writing for the first time.



3979. Rab and Samuel succeeded R. Judah, and began the
commentaries on the Mishna in their college at Babel.



4056. R. Huna, the successor of Samuel, became principal of
the college at Sura.



4060. Rabbah, the son of Nachamuni, chief Rabbi.



4111. Death of Rabbah, who died the same day Rab Ashi
the redacteur of the
Gemarah was born.



4028. Rabbi Jochanan edited the Jerusalem Talmud.



4127. Rabbi Ashi became principal of the college, and
commenced his labours on the Gemarah
.



4180. Death of Rab Ashi before the completion of his
undertaking.



4253. The work completed as it now is, by Mar, and Meremar,
the son of Rah Ashi, and their associates.






















PART FIRST. BIBLICAL HISTORY

























Chapter 1. From Cain And Abel To The Destruction Of Babel's Tower





AND Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore him
two sons and three daughters.



The first-born she called "Cain," saying, "I have gotten a
man from the Lord."



Her second son she called "Abel," saying, "With nothing we
come into the world, and with nothing will we be taken from
it"



When the lads grew up, their father gave to each of them a
possession in the land. Cain became a tiller of the soil, and Abel
a shepherd.



And after a time it came to pass that the lads each brought
an offering to the Lord. Cain brought from the fruit of the ground,
and Abel brought from the firstlings of his flock. But while Abel
selected the finest and best-conditioned animals, Cain offered
fruit of an inferior quality, the poorest which the earth offered.
Therefore Cain's offering was unheeded, while the fire of
acceptance fell from heaven, consuming the gracious gift which his
brother had presented to his Maker. Thus a feeling of jealousy
found birth in Cain's heart, and he resolved, when a good
opportunity should offer, to slay his brother.



This time came upon an occasion when Cain was ploughing his
fields. Abel, leading his flocks to pasture, crossed the ground
which his brother was tilling.



In a wrathful spirit, Cain approached Abel, saying,
"Wherefore comest thou with thy flocks to dwell in and to feed upon
the land which belongs to me?"



And Abel answered:



"Wherefore eatest thou of the flesh of my sheep? Wherefore
clothe thyself in garments fashioned from their wool? Pay me for
the flesh which thou hast eaten, for the garments in which thou art
clothed, for they are mine, even as this ground is thine; then will
I go out of it, aye, and fly through the air, so that I may not
touch it."



Then said Cain to his brother:



"Behold, thou art in my power. If I should see fit to slay
thee now, to-day, who would avenge thy death?"



"God, who has placed us upon this earth," replied Abel. "He
is the judge who rewardeth the pious man according to his deeds,
and the wicked according to his wickedness. Thou canst not slay me
and hide from Him the action. He will surely punish thee, aye, even
for the evil words which thou hast spoken to me but now."



This answer increased Cain's wrathful feelings, and, raising
the implement of his labour which he was holding in his hand, he
struck his brother suddenly therewith, and killed him.



Thus was the blood of Abel spilled by Cain his brother, and
the blood ran along the ground, even to the place where Abel's
flocks were staying.



And it came to pass, after this rash action, that Cain
grieved and wept bitterly. Then, arising, he dug a hole in the
ground, and buried therein his brother's body from the light of
day.



And after this, the Lord appeared to Cain, and said to
him:



"Where is Abel, thy brother, who was With thee?"



And Cain replied unto the Lord:



"I know not! Am I my brother's keeper?"



Then said the Lord:



"What hast thou done! Thy brother's blood cries to me from
the ground. Thou thinkest I know not of thy action, of the crime
which thou hast committed, which thou wouldst now deny. Cursed be
thou from the ground which oped to swallow up thy brother's blood.
No longer shall it give its strength to thee and answer to thy
efforts; no longer shall it give thee aught but thorns. A fugitive
and wanderer shalt thou henceforth be upon the earth."



And Cain went forth a wanderer from the presence of his
Maker, forth to the land on the east of Eden.



Now, after this time, when God began to give Cain rest, his
wife conceived and bore a son. And Cain called his son "Enoch,"
because God had at last given him rest upon the earth. And he began
to build a city, and this, too, he called "Enoch," for the same
reason, because he was no longer a fugitive and a wanderer as
before.



Now, when Adam was one hundred and thirty years old, he begat
another son, whom he called "Seth."



And Seth lived one hundred and five years, and begat
"Enosh."



Then the people increased and grew many upon the face of the
earth. And they polluted their souls by sin and rebellion against
the Lord. Their wickedness and their transgressions increased day
by day. They forgot the Eternal who had formed them and given them
the earth as a possession. They made images of copper and iron, of
wood and of stone, to which they prostrated themselves in
worship.



During the entire lifetime of Enosh the people continued thus
unrighteous.



Therefore God's wrath was kindled against them, and he caused
the river Gichon to overflow, and destroy and consume them. But
though one-third of the earth was thus destroyed, the remaining
people did not repent; they continued in their evil ways,
displeasing in the eyes of the Lord.



During this time there was neither sowing nor reaping. There
was a grievous famine in the land, for when the people became
corrupt, the land was also corrupted, and, instead of fruit for
man's sustenance, it brought forth thorns and thistles.



And Enosh lived ninety years, and begat "Kenan."



Kenan was a wise man who understood all things, and when he
grew to be forty years of age, he ruled over the whole human race.
Being an intelligent man, he instructed the people, and imparted to
them his wisdom and understanding. He foresaw that the people would
be punished for their continued wickedness, and he prophesied
concerning the future and the flood which God would bring upon the
earth, and he wrote down his prophecies on stone tablets, and
deposited them in the Treasury.



When Kenan was seventy years old he begat children, three
sons and two daughters. These two daughters became the wives of
Lemech, the son of Methushael, the fifth of the generations of
Cain. Ada, his first wife, bore him a son, whom she called "Jabal,"
and another son, whom she called "Jubal;" but Zillah, her sister,
was barren for many years.



But it came to pass, even in her old age, that Zillah became
the mother of a son, whom she called "Tubal-Cain," saying, "After I
have grown old, Almighty God has granted me a son." Then Zillah
conceived again, and bore a daughter, whom she called "Naäma,"
which signifies joy and pleasure in old age.



Now as Lemech grew old, his eyes grew very dim, and finally
all sight was taken from them, and Tubal-Cain, his son, led him by
the hand when he walked abroad.



And it came to pass, when Tubal-Cain was still quite young,
that he led his father into the fields to hunt, and he said to his
father:



"Lo, yonder is a beast of prey, shoot thy arrow in that
direction."



Lemech did as his son had spoken, and the arrow struck Cain,
who was walking afar off, and killed him. Thus was Cain's blood
shed even as he had shed the blood of Abel his brother.



Now when Lemech and his son drew near and saw that instead of
a beast of prey they had killed their progenitor Cain, Lemech
trembled exceedingly and clapped his hands heavily together in
surprise, grief, and fright. Being blind, he saw not his son, and
struck the lad's head between his hands, killing him instantly.
When his wives discovered what their husband had done they
upbraided and despised him. And he spoke to them, saying:



"Ada and Zillah, listen to my voice! Oh, wives of Lemech,
give ear unto my speech! I have slain a man to my hurt, a child to
my wounding, but not in cruelty or with design. Ye know that I am
old and hoary, that my eyes are sightless; accidentally I did this
thing to my own wounding and my own hurt."



Then his wives became reconciled to their husband, according
to the advice of Adam, their father, but they bore no more
children.



"Mehalalel begat Jared, and Jared begat Enoch, and Enoch
begat Methusaleh."



And Enoch served the Lord and walked with him, despising the
wicked ones about him, and cleaving with knowledge and
understanding to the ways of the Most High.



Enoch did not mix with the people, but lived alone as a
hermit for many years.



And it came to pass as he was praying in his apartment an
angel of the Lord called to him from heaven, saying, "Enoch,
Enoch," and he answered, "Here am I."



Then said the angel:



"Arise, go forth from thy solitude and walk among the people
of the land. Teach to them the way they should go, and instruct
them in the actions they should perform." And Enoch did as the Lord
commanded him.



He walked among the people and taught them the ways of the
Creator, assembling them together and addressing them in
earnestness and truth. And he charged his followers to proclaim in
all places where men dwelt



"Who is he that desires to know the ways of the Lord and to
do righteously? Let him seek Enoch." And Enoch reigned over the
human race and the people obeyed him, and while Enoch was among
them they served God. And princes and rulers came to listen to his
words of wisdom and to make obeisance before him. And he made peace
through all the land.



And Enoch reigned over the human race for three hundred and
fifty-three years. In justice and righteousness he ruled, and peace
blessed the land during all this period.



Methusaleh was the son of Enoch, and Lemech was the son of
Methusaleh. Adam died, nine hundred and thirty years old, when
Lemech was sixty-five years of age. He was buried with great
honours by Seth, Enoch, and Methusaleh, His body was placed in a
cave, which according to some authorities was the cave of
Machpelah. From this time, the time of Adam's burial, it has been
the custom to perform funeral obsequies over the dead.



Adam died because he had eaten of the fruit of the tree of
knowledge, and through his sin must all his descendants likewise
die, even as the Lord has spoken.



The year in which Adam died was the two hundred and
fifty-third year of the reign of Enoch.



And it came to pass about this time that Enoch again felt a
longing for solitude take possession of him, and he again withdrew
from frequent communion with his people. He did not separate
himself from them altogether; for three days he remained alone, and
on the fourth he appeared to exhort and instruct them. But when a
few years had passed he increased the periods of his withdrawal
from the world, and separating himself from the people for six
days, he preached to them upon the seventh. And after this he
appeared before the people but one time in a year, and though they
were desirous of seeing him and hearkening to his voice, save at
this one time, they were unable to behold him.



And Enoch became so holy that the people feared him and dared
not approach when he appeared before them, for the glory of heaven
rested on his face. Yet when he spoke they assembled and listened
to his words, and learning from his knowledge, they bowed before
him, and cried aloud, "Long live the King!"



And it came to pass when the inhabitants of the world had
learned from Enoch the ways of the Lord, an angel called to him
from heaven, saying:



"Ascend, Enoch, ascend to heaven, and reign over the children
of God in heaven as thou hast reigned over the children of men on
earth."



Then Enoch assembled the people and said to them, "I have
been summoned to heaven, but I know not the day I shall ascend.
Therefore let me teach you ere I go, reiterating the lessons which
you have heard from my lips."



And Enoch made peace and harmony among the people, and
pointed out to them the path to everlasting life. And his followers
proclaimed aloud wherever men dwelt, "Who is he that wishes to live
and to know the ways of the Lord? Let him seek Enoch and learn, ere
he is taken from us and earth."



So Enoch taught the people and united them in peace and
harmony.



Then Enoch mounted his horse and rode away, and a multitude
of people followed him a day's journey.



And it came to pass on the second day that Enoch spoke to
those who followed him, saying:



"Return to your tents! Wherefore follow me? Return, lest
death overtake ye."



A number of the followers returned at these words, but others
continued to journey with him; and every day he spoke to them,
saying:



"Return, lest death overtake ye."



And on the sixth day there were still some who followed after
him, and they said, "Where thou goest will we go; as the Lord
liveth naught but death shall separate us;" so when Enoch saw that
they were thus determined he spoke to them no more.



Those who went back on the sixth day knew how many they had
left following, but of those whom they left on the sixth day not
one returned.



And on the seventh day Enoch ascended to heaven in a
whirlwind, with chariot and horses of fire.



And it came to pass after Enoch had gone up to heaven that
the people started out to search for those men who had followed
after him. And on the spot where they had left them they found deep
snow and ice. They cut through the ice and they found there the
dead bodies of the men for whom they were searching, but Enoch they
did not find. Therefore is this the meaning of the words of
Scripture, "And Enoch walked with God; and he was not" (he was not
where search was made), "for God had taken him" (Gen. 5:
24).



And Enoch ascended to heaven when Lemech the son of
Methusaleh was one hundred and thirteen years old.



And it came to pass after Enoch had ascended to heaven that
the people appointed Methusaleh, his son, king over them. And
Methusaleh lived in the way of righteousness which his father had
taught him, and he continued to instruct the people in morality and
goodness even as Enoch had done before him. But in the latter part
of his reign the people grew regardless of his teachings. They
disregarded the personal rights of one another, and rebelled
against the commands of God.



And the wrath of the Lord was again kindled against them, and
the earth brought forth thorns and thistles instead of its fruit
for sustenance, yet they repented not, nor turned from their evil
deeds. Therefore did God resolve to destroy them entirely from the
face of the earth.



Now when Lemech, the son of Methusaleh, was one hundred and
eighty-six years old, Seth, the son of Adam, died and was
buried.



And about this time Lemech took to himself Ashmua, the
daughter of Elishua, the son of Enoch, for a wife, and he begat a
son and called him Noah.



Noah grew up in righteousness and followed zealously in the
ways of truth which Methusaleh taught him; but the others of the
people practised wickedness towards God and deceit towards one
another.



Then said God:



"The whole earth is corrupt. I will destroy this man whom I
have created, the fowls of the heaven and the beasts of the earth,
for the wickedness of man proves him undeserving of life, and I
repent that I have made him."



But the Lord stayed his wrath until every man who walked in
His ways was dead, before He brought to pass the evil which He had
spoken, so that his faithful servants might not see the punishment
of their fellow-man.



But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord; and God
selected Noah and his family from all the people of the earth, to
keep them alive through the destruction which He designed.



And it came to pass in the eighty-fourth year of Noah's life
that Enosh, the son of Seth, died at the age of nine hundred and
five years. And when Noah was one hundred and seventy, Kenan died
nine hundred and ten years old. And Mehalel died at the age of
eight hundred and ninety-five years, when Noah was two hundred and
thirty years of age; and when Noah was three hundred and sixty,
Jared died at the age of nine hundred and sixty-two years. And also
those people who fulfilled the words of the Lord died in those days
before He showed them the evil which He had decreed.



And it came to pass in the four hundred and eightieth year of
the life of Noah, that the only righteous ones left in that
generation were Methusaleh, and Noah with his family.



Then the word of the Lord came to Methusaleh and Noah,
saying:



"Go forth, proclaim to all mankind, 'Thus saith the Lord:
Turn from your evil inclinations, abandon your unrighteous ways,
then may God forgive and spare you on the face of the earth. For
thus saith the Eternal, one hundred and twenty years will I give ye
to repent; if ye forsake your evil ways, then will I forsake my
intentions of destruction.'"



And Noah and Methusaleh went forth and spoke these words of
the Lord to the people. Every day, from morning until night, they
addressed the people, but the people heeded not their words.



Noah was a righteous man in his generation, and the Lord
chose Noah's seed to be spread over the whole earth. Then said God
to Noah:



"Take thyself a wife, and beget children, for I have seen
thee to be a righteous man before me; only thyself, thy wife, and
thy sons, shall live on earth of all this generation."



And Noah did as God commanded him, and took to wife Naamah,
the daughter of Enoch; and Noah was four hundred and ninety-eight
years old when he married Naamah. And Naamah conceived and bore a
son, whom she called "Japhet," saying, "God has enlarged us through
the land." And she bore a second son, and called him "Ham." And she
bore a third son, and called him "Shem," saying, "God has given me
a great name on earth." And Noah was five
hundred and two years old when she bore to him his third son,
Shem.



And the lads grew up and walked in the way of God, as they
were taught by Noah and by Methusaleh. And in these days died
Lemech, the father of Noah. He was not as righteous either as his
father or his son. He was seven hundred and seventy-seven years old
when he died.



And again the Lord spoke to Methusaleh and Noah,
saying:



"Once more call mankind to repentance; call once again, ere
my punishment falls upon the people."



But the people listened not, and the words of warning were
unheeded.



Then the Lord said unto Noah:



"The end of all flesh cometh before me, because of its evil
ways; behold, I will destroy the people with the earth. But thou,
take for thyself gopher wood, and build for thee an ark. In this
manner build it: Three hundred cubits in length, fifty cubits in
breadth, and thirty cubits in height; make a door in its side, and
to a cubit finish it above."



In the five hundred and ninety-fifth year of his age Noah
commenced building this ark, and he completed it in his six
hundredth year, and during the time of its building his three sons
married the three daughters of Methusaleh.



And it came to pass, also, during this time, that Methusaleh,
the son of Enoch, died at the age of nine hundred and sixty-nine
years.



After his death the Lord spoke to Noah, saying:



"Go thou with all thy household into the ark, and, behold, I
will gather to thee all the beasts and fowls, and they will
surround the ark.



"Then place thyself in the doorway of the ark, and the beasts
and fowls will place themselves opposite to thee. Those that lie
down before thee let thy sons lead into the ark, and those that
remain standing thou shalt abandon."



As the Lord had spoken so happened it. The animals assembled
in a great multitude opposite the ark. Those which lay down were
led into the ark, and the others were abandoned.



And at the end of seven days the thunder and lightnings of
the heavens frighted all the earth. The glory of the sun was
darkened, the heavy rain fell, and the fury of the storm exceeded
all that man had heard of or imagined.



And the people came to the ark and clung to it, and cried to
Noah for help, but he answered them:



"For a hundred and twenty years I entreated ye to follow my
words; alas, ‘tis now too late."



For forty days and forty nights the rain fell, and with such
violence that even those in the ark were in trouble and agony of
mind, for they feared their vessel would not be able to withstand
its might.



Each animal in the ark, according to its nature, uttered its
cry of fear, of rage, of helplessness, and the noise was loud and
terrible.



Then Noah addressed the Eternal in prayer:



"O Lord, I beseech Thee, save us now! Without strength to
face this great calamity, we come to Thee. The rivers of water
terrify us, and death plays in waves about us. Lift up Thy
countenance upon us, O Lord! Be gracious to us. Redeem us, our God;
deliver us, and save us!"



And God heard the voice of Noah, and remembered him.



"And God caused a wind to pass over the earth, and the waters
were assuaged, . . . . and the ark rested in the seventh month . .
. . upon the mountain of Ararat."



And Noah opened the window of the ark, and again called to
God, saying



"O Lord, God of heaven and of earth, release our souls from
confinement, bring us out from the prison in which we live; verily
our hearts are weary with sighing."



And God answered Noah, saying:



"At the close of the year thou and thy family may go forth
out of the ark."



And it came to pass in the second month, on the
seven-and-twentieth day of the month, the earth was perfectly dry.
Yet Noah and his family still tarried in the ark, and they did not
leave it until God called to them and said, "Go out of the
ark."



All the people and living things then departed from the
vessel in which their lives had been preserved.



Noah and his children served the Lord all the days of their
lives, and God blessed them. And the human race increased rapidly
after the flood, and the names of the generations are written in
the Bible.



Cush, the son of Ham and grandson of Noah, married in his old
age a young wife, and begat a son whom he called "Nimrod," because
in those days the people were beginning to rebel again against the
Lord's command, and Nimrod signifies rebellion.



Now Nimrod grew up, and his father loved him exceedingly,
because he was the child of his old age. And there was a certain
coat of skins which God had made for Adam. When Adam died this coat
became the possession of Enoch; from him it descended to
Methusaleh, his son; Methusaleh gave it to Noah, who took it with
him into the ark. And when the people left the ark Ham stole this
coat, and hid it from his brothers, giving it secretly thereafter
to Cush, his son. Cush kept it hidden for many years, until out of
his great love he gave it to Nimrod, the child of his old age. When
Nimrod was twenty years of age he put on this coat, and it gave him
strength and might; might as a hunter in the fields, and might as a
warrior in the subjection of his enemies and opponents. And his
wars and undertakings prospered until he became king over all the
earth.



Behold, to this day his power is a proverb among men, and he
who instructs the youthful arm in the wielding of weapons, and the
youthful mind in the secrets of the chase, wishes his pupils "even
as Nimrod, who was a mighty hunter in the land, and prosperous in
his wars."



When Nimrod was forty years old his brethren, the sons of
Ham, quarrelled with the sons of Japhet. And Nimrod assembled the
tribe of Cush, and went forth to battle with the sons of Japhet.
And he addressed his army, saying:



"Be not dismayed, and banish fear from your hearts. Our
enemies shall surely be your booty, and ye shall do with them as ye
please."



Nimrod was victorious, and the opposing armies became his
subjects. And when he and his soldiers returned home rejoicing the
people gathered around and made him king, and placed a crown upon
his head. And he appointed counsellors, judges, chiefs, generals,
and captains. He established a national government, and he made
Therach, the son of Nahor, his chief officer.



When Nimrod had thus established his power he decided to
build a city, a walled town, which should be the capital of his
country. And he selected a certain plain and built a large city
thereon, and called it Shinar. And Nimrod dwelt in Shinar in
safety, and gradually became ruler over all the world; and at that
time all the people of the earth were of one language and of one
speech.



Nimrod in his prosperity did not regard the Lord. He made
gods of wood and stone, and the people copied after his doings. His
son Mordon served idols also, from which we have, even to this day,
the proverb, "From the wicked, wickedness comes forth."



And it came to pass about this time that the officers of
Nimrod and the descendants of Phut, Mitzrayim, Cush, and Canaan
took counsel together, and they said to one another:



"Let us build a city and also in its midst a tall tower for a
stronghold, a tower the top of which shall reach even to the
heavens. Then shall we truly make for ourselves a great and mighty
name, before which all our enemies shall tremble. None will then be
able to harm us, and no wars may disperse our ranks."



And they spoke these words to the king, and he approved of
their design.



Therefore these families gathered together and selected a
suitable spot for their city and its tower on a plain towards the
east, in the land of Shinar.



And while they were building rebellion budded in their
hearts, rebellion against God, and they imagined that they could
scale the heavens and war with him.



They divided into three parties; the first party said:



"We will ascend to heaven and place there our gods, and
worship them."



The second party said:



"We will pour into the heavens of the Lord and match our
strength with His."



And the third party said:



"Yea, we will smite Him with arrow and with spear."



And God watched their evil enterprise, and knew their
thoughts, yet they builded on. If one of the stones which they had
raised to its height fell, they were sad at heart, and even wept;
yet when any of their brethren fell from the building and were
killed, none took account of the life thus lost. Thus they
continued for a space of years, till God said, "We will confuse
their language." Then the people forgot their language, and they
spoke to one another in a strange tongue.



And they quarrelled and fought on account of the many
misunderstandings occasioned by this confusion of language, and
many were destroyed in these quarrels, till at last they were
compelled to cease building. According to their deserts did God
punish the three rebellious parties. Those who had said, "We will
place our gods in the heavens," were changed in appearance, and
became like apes; those who had said, "We will smite Him with
arrows," killed one another through misunderstandings; and those
who had said, "Let us try our strength with His," were scattered
over the face of the earth.



The tower was exceedingly tall. The third part of it sunk
down into the ground, a second third was burned down, but the
remaining third was standing until the time of the destruction of
Babylon.



Thus were the people dispersed over the globe, and divided
into nations.






















Chapter 2. From The Birth Of Abram To The Destruction Of Sodom And
Gomorrah





THERACH, the son of Nahor, was the chief officer of King
Nimrod, and a great favourite with his royal master; and when his
wife Amtheta, the daughter of Karnebo, bore him a son, she called
the child Ab-ram , meaning "Great
father;" and Therach was seventy years old when his son Abram was
born.



Now it came to pass on the night of Abram's birth that
Therach entertained a number of his friends, including the wise men
and magicians of Nimrod the king. They passed the night in revelry
and merriment, and when they went forth from the house of their
host morn was dawning. Lifting their eyes heavenward, they beheld a
large and brilliant star rise before them in the east, and swallow
up or consume four stars from the four corners of the heavens. The
magicians wondered much at this occurrence, and they said one to
the other:



"Verily, this is an omen connected with the newly-born child
of Therach. When he grows up he will be fruitful and increase'
greatly in power and excellence, and his descendants will destroy
this kingdom and possess its lands."



And they went home and pondered over the matter, and when
they met in the house of assembly, they said:



"Behold, we had better inform the king of the wonderful
occurrence which greeted our sight. Should it come to his knowledge
indirectly, he will be wroth with us for keeping it from him; he
may even slay us for our neglect. Let us go to him at once that we
may be free from blame in the matter."



Entering into the presence of the king, his wise men saluted
him, saying, "O king, live for ever!"



And the chief of the wise men then related to the king the
phenomenon which they had witnessed, and the interpretation or
meaning which they assigned to it. Concluding the relation, he
added:



"And now, if it be pleasing to the king, we would advise him
to pay the value of this child unto his father and destroy him
while in his infancy, lest in the days to come, through him and his
descendants, we and our children be utterly destroyed."



The king listened attentively to the words of his servants
and approved of their advice. He sent a messenger for Therach, and
when the latter appeared before him he told him all that the wise
men had related, and said:



"Now, therefore, give up the child, that we may slay him
before misfortune falls upon us, and in payment we will fill thy
coffers with silver and with gold!"



Then answered Therach:



"I have listened to the words of my lord, and all that he
wishes I will do; yet first I beg, let me tell the king of a
request made to me but yesterday, and ask his advice
thereon."



"It is well," replied Nimrod; "speak."



"Yesterday," said Therach, "Ayon, the son of Morad, came to
my house desiring to purchase from me the beautiful steed, which
thou, oh king, didst graciously present to me. 'Sell me the horse,'
said Ayon, 'and I will pay thee his full value and likewise fill
thy stables with straw and provender.' And I answered him that I
did not feel at liberty to so dispose of the king's gift without
the king's approval; and now, oh king! I ask thee for advice."
Angrily the king answered:



"And thou wouldst think of selling my gift, of parting with
that noble steed for gold and silver, straw and provender! Art thou
in such need of these things that thou wouldst barter for them the
horse which I have given thee, a steed unequalled in the
land?"



Then Therach bowed before the king, and said, "And if such is
thy feeling in regard to this horse, how canst thou ask me to give
up my child? Gold and silver cannot pay me for the gift of my king,
neither can gold or silver replace for me my child?"



This application of his advice was exceedingly disagreeable
to the king, and his feeling was so plainly pictured on his
countenance that Therach quickly added:



"All my possessions are my king's, even my child, without
money and without price."



"No," said the king, "for money will I buy him."



"Pardon, my lord," returned Therach, "give me three days for
consideration, and I will speak of this matter with the mother of
the boy."



Nimrod granted this request, and Therach departed from his
presence.



At the end of the three days the king sent a message to
Therach, commanding him to send the child or be himself destroyed
with all his family.



When Therach received this message, realising that the king
was determined in his purpose, he took the child of one of his
slaves, a child born on the day of Abram's birth, and sent it to
King Nimrod, receiving the money for it and declaring it to be his
child.



The king himself slew the child, and Therach hid his wife,
Abram, and the child's nurse in a lonely cave, sending them food
secretly every week. And Abram remained in this cave until he was
ten years old.



At the end of ten years Nimrod and his officers had forgotten
all about Abram and the episode of his birth, and Abram came forth
from the cave and was sent to live with Noah and his son Shem to
learn from them the ways of the Lord; and he lived there
thirty-nine years.



During these years Charan, the son of Therach, the elder
brother of Abram, married, and his wife bore him a son whom he
called "Lot;" she bore him also two daughters, one of whom he
called Milcah and the other Sarai. At the time of Sarai's birth,
Abram was about forty-two years of age.



From his earliest childhood Abram was a lover of the Lord.
God had granted him a wise heart ready to comprehend and understand
the majesty of the Eternal, and able to despise the vanity of
idolatry.



When quite a child, beholding the brilliant splendour of the
noonday sun and the reflected glory which it cast upon all objects
around, he said, "Surely this brilliant light must be a god, to him
will I render worship." And he worshipped the sun and prayed to it.
But as the day lengthened the sun's brightness faded, the radiance
which it last upon the earth was lost in the lowering clouds of
night, and as the twilight deepened the youth ceased his
supplications, saying, "No, this cannot be a god. Where then can I
find the Creator, He who made the heavens and the earth?" He looked
towards the west, the south, the north, and to the east. The sun
disappeared from his view, nature became enveloped in the pall of a
past day. Then the moon rose, and when Abram saw it shining in the
heavens surrounded by its myriads of stars, he said, "Perhaps these
are the gods who have created all things," and he uttered prayers
to them. But when the morning dawned and the stars paled, and the
moon faded into silvery whiteness and was lost in the returning
glory of the sun, Abram knew God, and said, "There is a higher
power, a Supreme Being, and these luminaries are but His servants,
the work of His hands." From that day, even until the day of his
death, Abram knew the Lord and walked in all His ways.



While Abram, the son of Therach, added daily to his wisdom
and knowledge in the house of Noah, none knowing aught of his
whereabouts, the subjects of King Nimrod, who then reigned in
Babel, continued in their evil ways, despite of the warnings which
they had received of the destruction of the wicked. And the
servants of Nimrod called him Amraphel. Merdon, the son of Nimrod,
was more unrighteous than his father, and even Therach, who still
remained chief officer to the king, became a worshipper of idols.
In his house he had twelve large images of wood and stone, a
separate god for each month in the year, and to these he prayed and
made obeisance.



When Abram was fifty years of age he left the house of his
instructor, Noah, and returned to Therach, his father. He beheld
the twelve idols occupying the places of honour in his father's
house, and his soul waxed full with wrath, and he uttered a vow,
saying:



"By the life of the Lord, if these images remain here three
days longer, may the God who created me make me even such as
they."



And Abram sought his father when he was surrounded by his
officers, and he spoke to him, saying:



"Father, tell me, I pray, where I may find the God who
created the heavens and the earth, thee, me, and all the people in
the world."



And Therach answered:



"My son, the creator of all things is here with us in the
house."



Then said Abram:



"Show him to me, my father."



And Therach led Abram into an inner apartment, and pointing
to the twelve large idols and the many smaller ones around, he
said:



"These are the gods who created the heavens and the earth,
thee, me, and all the people of the world."



Abram then sought his mother, saying:



"My mother, behold, my father has shown to me the gods who
have created the earth and all that it contains, therefore, prepare
for me, I pray thee, a kid for a sacrifice, that the gods of my
father may partake of the same and receive it favourably."



Abram's mother did as her son had requested her, and Abram
placed the food which she prepared before the idols, but none
stretched forth a hand to eat.



Then Abram jested, and said, "Perchance ‘tis not exactly to
their taste, or mayhap the quantity appears stinted. I will prepare
a larger offering, and strive to make it still more
savoury."



Next day Abram requested his mother to prepare two kids and
with her greatest skill, and placing them before the idols he
watched with the same result as on the previous day.



Then Abram exclaimed:



"Woe to my father and to this evil generation; woe to those
who incline their hearts to vanity and worship senseless images
without the power to smell or eat, to see or hear. Mouths they
have, but sounds they cannot utter; eyes they have, but lack all
power to see; they have ears that cannot hear, hands that cannot
move, and feet that cannot walk. Senseless as they are the men who
wrought them, senseless all who trust in them and bow before
them."



And seizing an iron implement, he destroyed and broke with it
all the images save one, into the hands of which he placed the iron
which he had used.



The noise of this proceeding reached the ears of Therach, who
hurried to the apartment, where he found the broken idols and the
food which Abram had placed before them. In wrath and indignation
he cried out unto his son, saying:



"What is this that thou hast done unto my gods?" And Abram
answered:



"I brought them savoury food, and behold they all grasped for
it with eagerness at the same time, all save the largest one, who,
annoyed and displeased with their greed, seized that iron which he
holds and destroyed them."



"False are thy words," answered Therach in anger. "Had these
images the breath of life, that they could move and act as thou
hast spoken? Did I not fashion them with my own hands? How, then,
could the larger destroy the smaller ones?"



"Then why serve senseless, powerless gods?" replied Abram,
"gods who can neither help thee in thy need nor hear thy
supplications? Evil is it of thee and those who unite with thee to
serve images of stone and wood, forgetting the Lord God who made
the heaven and the earth and all that is therein. Ye bring guilt
upon your souls, the same guilt for which your ancestors were
punished by the waters of the flood. Cease, oh, my father, to serve
such gods, lest evil fall upon thy soul and the souls of all thy
family."



And seizing the iron from the hands of the remaining idol, he
destroyed that also, before his father's eyes.



When Therach witnessed this deed of his son, he hastened
before King Nimrod and denounced Abram, saying, "A son born to me
fifty years ago has acted so and so,--let him be brought before
thee, I pray, for judgment."



When Abram was summoned before the king, Nimrod said to
him:



"What is this that thou hast done unto thy father's
gods?"



And Abram answered the king in the same words that he had
spoken to his father. And when Nimrod replied:



"The large god had no strength nor power to do this thing,"
Abram continued, saying:



"Then wherefore serve him? Why cause thy subjects to follow
in thy vain ways? Rather serve the great Lord of the world who has
power to do all things; who has the power to kill, the power to
keep alive. Woe to thee, thou man of foolish heart. Turn from thy
evil ways, serve Him in whose hands is thy life and the lives of
all thy people, or die in reproach, thou and all who follow
thee."



The king commanded his officers to seize Abram and lead him
to confinement, and he remained in prison ten days. During this
time Nimrod convened his council, and thus addressed his princes
and his officers:



"Ye have heard of the deeds of Abram, the son of Therach. He
has treated me with disrespect and shown no dread of my power.
Behold, he is in prison; therefore speak and tell me what
punishment should be inflicted on this man, who has acted so
audaciously before me."



And the counsellors replied:



"He who acts disrespectfully to the king should meet death
upon the gallows; this man has done more; he is guilty of
sacrilege, he has insulted our gods; therefore he should be burned
to death. If it be pleasing to the king let a furnace be heated,
day and night, and then let this Abram be cast therein."



This advice pleased the king, and he commanded such measures
to be taken forthwith.



And when the furnace was heated to a great and consuming
heat, all the officers assembled, and the people, both great and
small, to witness the carrying out of the king's orders. The women,
carrying their children with them, ascended to the roofs of their
houses, and the men gathered in great numbers; but all stood afar
off, for none dared approach the great heat to look into the
furnace.



And it came to pass, when Abram was brought out from prison
and the wise men and magicians beheld him, that they cried aloud
unto Nimrod:



"Oh, king, we know this man! This is none other than the
child, at whose birth, fifty years ago, one large star consumed
four other stars. His father has mocked thee and played thee false
in sending another child in his stead, to be slain according to thy
will."



When the king heard these words he grew fiercely angry, and
ordered Therach to be immediately brought before him. And he said
to Therach:



"Thou hast heard what these magicians have asserted. Tell me,
now, have they spoken truly?"



And Therach, observing the great anger of the king, answered
truly:



"It is as these wise men have spoken. I had compassion upon
my child, and sent thee in his stead the child of one of my
slaves."
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