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I.



ONCE upon a time, a poor nobleman married a very rich, but proud
and bad-tempered lady. She was his second wife, and had two
grown-up daughters, of exactly her own disposition. The nobleman,
too, had a daughter—the loveliest girl ever known. She had been
brought up by her god-mother, who, as sometimes happened, in those
days, was a Fairy.



The marriage was no sooner over, than the step-mother began to be
very harsh and unkind towards this young girl, whose gentle and
loving disposition, caused the behavior of her own daughters to
appear even more detestable than before. She made her do all the
hard work of the house; scrub the floor, polish the grates, answer
the door, wait at table, and wash up the plates and dishes.



But the poor child would not complain, even to her father, who
always showed the most anxious affection for her. She knew how
unhappy lie, too, was in this second marriage, and how powerless to
help her.



In spite of toil and ill-treatment, she was an hundred times
prettier than her sisters; yet they never soiled their hands, and
were always dressed in the height of fashion, and she only wore
their oldest dresses. When her work was done, she would sit for
warmth in a corner of the chimney, among the cinders; and for this
reason, and to show how much they despised her, the unkind sisters
gave her the name of Cinderella.
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