

[image: cover]






“The representation of Judas gives, along ages, a good


understanding of the mind of Christianism”


Søren KIERKEGAARD
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Joseph SCHILDKRAUT, Judas


The King of Kings (1927) by Cecil B. DeMILLE


Carl ANDERSON, Judas


Jesus Christ, Superstar de Norman JEWISON (1973)







Thanks





Our thanks to Rabah AMEUR-ZAÏMECHE, director of Histoire de Judas (2015) for his introduction to the French version. Thank also to eminent scholars in the filmography of Judas Iscariot for their advices and encouragements: Freek L. BAKKER, Martin BARNIER, Hervé DUMONT, Anton Karl KOZLOVIC, Helmut MORSBACH, Matt PAGE, Alejandro Navarro PÉREZ, Philippe ROGER, Jean-Claude SEGUIN, David SHEPERD, Reinhold ZWICK.







Judas Superstar





Abridged English version of French written Judas Superstar.


Two books, 1196 pages long in total.


Introduction by Rabah AMEUR-ZAÏMECHE, director of Histoire


de Judas (2015).
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1897-1964 : 60 films, 535 images, 596 pages


1965-2020 : 77 films, 485 images, 600 pages


BoD Editeur +33 (0)1 53 53 14 89


https://www.bod.fr/ info@bod.fr presse@bod.fr


ISBN: 9782322230365 / ISBN: 9782322230204


https://www.bod.fr/librairie/judas-superstar-christophe-stener-9782322230365


https://www.bod.fr/librairie/judas-superstar-christophe-stener-9782322230204







Antisemitic Iconography of Judas Iscariot’s Life





Judas Superstar is the fourth tome of


L’iconographie antisémite de la vie de Judas Iscariot


(Antisemitic Iconography of Judas Iscariot’s life)


Tome I – Fondements religieux (Religious texts)


Tome II – Art chrétien (Christian Art)


Tome III – Légende noire, Théâtre, Folklore, Caricature (Dark


Legend, Theater, Folklore, Caricature)
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2020, ISBN-10 : 2322208493, 570 pages


2020, ISBN-10 : 232222474X, 620 pages


2020, ISBN-10 : 232224158X, 532 pages


To be published:


V– Judas dans la littérature (Judas in Littérature)


VI – Judas dans la musique (Judas in Music)


VII – Dictionnaire de Judas (Dictionary of Judas)







Introduction








A very large filmography





The filmography of the life of Judas Iscariot numbers several hundred films as he is a player in most of Christ biopics. Modern cinema makes him the hero, under shadowing other apostles, even challenging the limelight to Jesus, some accusatory, some hagiographic. The name "Judas" is so loaded with meaning that it titles many secular films: westerns, romances, thrillers of which we present a very brief anthology. (see FR version)


Two reasons for the prodigality of films about Jesus: at the origin and still today active the propagation of the Christian faith, and, also from start, the profit the second prevailing to make entertainment Jesus movies, some religious, some not. Religious cinema is a good business with some flops but also many blockbusters.




Each epoch has its Judas





“There is a strong understanding of the state of Christianity in each era from the perspective of Judas,” wrote Søren KIERKEGAARD. It is to the study of the theology of the filmography of the life and death of Judas Iscariot that we invite the reader through the study of more than 133 films, made from 1897 to 2020. A on page notice focus on Judas interpretation. For extensive, image by image discussion please refer French book. For each film we examine its conformity to the Scriptures and the explicit or implicit anti-Semitism if any.





A catechesis in pictures





The filmed representation of the predication and the Passion of Jesus Christ is a catechesis in images. Le Christ, scènes évangéliques (1897) by Albert KIRCHNER aka LEAR, the first film about Jesus in the history of cinema, was commissioned by La Maison de la Bonne Presse, the current BAYARD publisher, the main French-speaking publisher of religious newspapers and magazines (Le Pèlerin, La Croix). The cinema industry is a follower of the immense Christian iconography begun with the frescoes in the catacombs of Domitilla in the 3rd century and of Medieval and modern Theater Passions. A complete art, cinema combines image, story (quotes from the Gospels and / or dialogue) and music in a fusing experience of the senses and the spirit capable of strengthening the faith of some and converting the undecided. The Sovereign Pontiffs were not mistaken, entrusting their image to the new media sine 1903 (Leo XIII), accepting dedications (John XXIII), formalizing a Catholic ethics of cinema (Pius XI), calling on the faithful to watch a good film (Paul VI).





The Christian public, a target but also a censorship lobby





According to Faith Driven Consumer, 41 million Americans, representing an annual turnover of $ 2 billion, take religion into consideration as the criterion of choice when deciding what to buy making Christian people a targeted market segment.


Christians are also a powerful lobby through the Leagues of Virtue, TV evangelists and preachers who can break the commercial careers of films (the most blatant example having been the obstruction of the SCORCESE film) or make it a bestseller (refer the marketing by the mega churches of GIBSON film).





A big business





The Christic film is a big business. Forget the apologetics claimed as the only motive, huge may be the pay back. PATHÈ, LUMIÉRE, HOLLAMAN, yesterday, Hollywood and megachurches, today, know it. Some directors sincerely claim to have done “their Jesus film” as a work of personal faith (ANTAMORO, DREYER, DeMILLE, ZEFFIRELLI, to name a few), thar do not exclude a cunning marketing (OLCOTT’s film brought thirty times its stake, GIBSON film made $ 612 million revenue for 30 million budget thanks to a wishful controversy. Some masterpieces were directed by agnostic directors of (RAY, PASOLINI) or has been Christian religious (DUVIVIER). The biblical peplum was and remains a cash machine despite some commercial failures which have nevertheless become great classics (SCORCESE). The life of Jesus is an inexhaustible genre, always the same and never the same story, suitable for mobilizing eager producers. For directors, making one's Jesus is a consecration, as all the great painters faced each other at the crucifixion. For some actors, incarnating Jesus or Judas was the role of their life; some, remarkable, like Otello SESTILI, a truck driver, the Judas de PASOLINI, have become anonymous again. Adolf FAßNACHT (BUCHOWETZKI), Jacob TEXIERE (DREYER), Gregory SCHMARA (WIENE), Joseph SCHILDKAUT (DeMILLE), Francesco RABAL (GIL), Aleksey SHEVCHENKOV (BOGATYREV) Jonathan SCHAECH (CARNER) are very impressive comedians.





A syncretic genre





Three major advantages of the Jesus movie: 1/easy to market the public is immense (several billion believers or not), 2/ a well-known script, at least in its main episodes (nativity, some miracles, betrayal of Judas, Ecce homo, Stations of the Cross and Crucifixion) 3/ easy to dramatize supporting a wide full range of emotions (maternal tenderness and pain, divine and earthly love, fidelity and infidelity, courage and cowardice, gentleness and violence, cruelty and greatness of soul ...). The genre pix all genres in one: historical, action, thriller, romance, erotic, social or even political cinema (PASOLINI, UNDERWOOD, LA MARRE, ARCAND, MENAUL, WAJDA, DORNFORD-MAY), gore (GIBSON). Let’s not forget the farce, the social and political transgression that is either social and political (La Ricotta, Viridiana) or humorous (Monty Python's Life of Brian) or societal (BENZ). The Hollywood peplum is a good example of borrowing from several of the aforementioned genres soaring to fill theaters.
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