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PREFACE


To be able to assess the depth of pain experienced in the heart due to unrequited love, one must first be privileged to feel love for someone who does not take notice of his or her existence, or a married man or woman dumped by the partner for someone else, especially when that someone else is far below his or her caliber. Should one not be privileged to be in such a situation then one can make do with the vacuum in the heart at the loss of a close friend or relative. Unrequited love is the most heart rending pain, therefore, with this on mind, one can have a slight glimpse, though it be beyond human imagination, of the depth of the agony in the Heart of the God who created us, whose children we are, when we reject His Love which He so generously gives us freely. Most parents would, I presume, understand, due to the pain they experience, when their children reject their love, as a result of misconception of their parental responsibilities with regards to the method of their upbringing, resulting to their children keeping their distance, when they leave home and get into professional life, married or otherwise, making no attempt to keep in touch with them, their parents. For such children the word ‘parent’ becomes a vocabulary. Surely this attitude is very heart-rending to any unfortunate parent. On the other hand, children whose most concern are their God-given parents, happen to be those who experienced a wealth of happy childhood. These children, in their adulthood, cherish the parents who raised them up, who guided their steps as they grew into maturity until they became independent therefore, in gratitude for the love received during childhood, shower their parents with so much love and affection. Such children are very dear to their parents who in turn willingly grant them their blessing. They are the pride of their parents who are pleased their efforts were not in vain. God is not different. He is a FATHER, our Father. The Father of all humanity to Whom we owe love, obedience, subordination and loyalty. A fact to be acknowledged by all as we owe Him our existence and all that we are. It would be wrong to reject God, the Destiny of humanity. Denial of His existence and His rejection ends up in the ultimate consequence, damnation.


Awake O man and hearken to the voice of your Father who is in Heaven. Is there something He has not done to prove His Love for you? Is the sacrifice of His only begotten Son not enough for you? Can you be able to imagine the depth of the mental and physical torture your God endured for you? Do you realize the risk He took in His Incarnation for your salvation, to restore to you the glory that was yours from the beginning? To restore the paradise lost with the fall of Adam and Eve? Why not relax in the imagination of your mind and grant yourself the luxury of visualizing the paradise, free from any kind of ailment, rich in love, tranquility and equilibrium, lacking nothing. What a contrast to the world of today. That notwithstanding, anything could have happened to our Beloved Savior, to Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of the Father, for the risk He took in His Incarnation, considering the danger He confronted which threatened His life from the moment of His conception, but your comfort, your salvation, your eternal joy with Him in Heaven was His priority, therefore, He chose to suffer and hung for three agonizing painful hours on the cross under the weight of His body, a bitter shameful death for love of humanity. Be the child (children) He created you to be and comfort your Father who is in Heaven by returning love for love. Love your God, He deserves it.




CHAPTER I


AGONIZED HEART


In retrospection, I was very much impressed, when I realized how much I resemble God, the Almighty Father without knowing I did. It was then it occurred to me the reason I possess the nature that I have which was prominent while I was at school. How amazing it is we are in God and yet live out of God, taking things for granted for the simple reason we do not give enough thought to what is going on in us and around us. The puzzle about us would have been solved long before we knew it had we obliged ourselves with self-scrutiny. It would have enabled us find ourselves closer to God than we thought, consequently saving us the problem of the after effect of estrangement from the wonderful good God humanity has as Father. Jesus Glorious Reign of Peace would have come.


Somehow, right from childhood, I have had the inclination of showing mercy which I inherited from my biological parents, I presume, who would never hesitate to give a helping hand to anyone in need. My mother once said she would rather prefer her children in tattered clothes than have someone who lives with her and serves her, in tattered clothes. The doors of my parental home were always opened for the poor. As children we were privileged to observe the joy they derived in doing good which left a great imprint in us helping to form our respective character.


As a teenager, during my secondary school years, in St. Catherine’s girls secondary school Nkwere in Nigeria, a boarding school, being a peace loving girl, I found it difficult to express anger for long to the joy of my mates. Nwando Iweka, the daughter of a medical doctor who became a girl-friend of mine in elementary school, as events would have it, we were privileged to enter the same secondary school, took advantage of my peaceful disposition. Whenever she herself or someone else offended me all that was needed to bring me laughing out loud, a hearty laughter, by which I was known, was simply a smile. A simple smile from my offender generated such laughter that spoke my vacant mind causing the anger to subside, the offender forgiven regardless what the offence was. Unfortunately, in the course of events in my life this hearty- laughter was lost until Jesus restored it in a more beautiful and meaningful manner. To be merciful and forgiving, and having love for my neighbor has been part of me. Had I been able to relate these virtues to God and realized He infused them in me I would not have gone through so many waters as I did in my poor miserable life. A thorough examination of self helps reveal to man his resemblance to God from whom he came, his Creator, the heavenly Father of humanity. Then would man be able to realize, in his scrutiny of self, that even the little glimpse of goodness in him is from God, for every child resembles, in one way or the other, his parent. Therefore, if one nourishes that little glimpse of goodness in one, the sign he is part of God who is Goodness, it will make him docile and reciprocal to Providence, to Divine Love which God the Father is continually offering. How sad it is the failure of humanity to detect God in himself and accept Divine Assistance to the Glory of God.


Tears, o tears, my sweet companion dear,
 Sweet longing, o companion most dear,
 Hopeful expectation, my Beloved most dear,
 Whose Arms consolation sweet embrace be,
 For troubled nerves sweet tonic provides.


Tears o tears, my sweet companion dear,
 Desire, passion, o delightful sweet longing,
 Expectations, sweet delight of hope so sweet
 From a Beloved most dear. Something seems
 nothing, for Love so sweet so pure so Holy.


O dreams, sweet beautiful unfulfilled dreams
 of yesterday, joyfully today come sweetly alive.
 Lovingly awakened by Jesus, Bridegroom most
 Sweet. His Sweetness and Beauty only lovers
 know. The union of hearts in passionate bliss.


And yet why is my heart troubled, why this sadness lingering in my heart amidst Heaven in this thorny exile. To comprehend my state there is the necessity for an objective examination of conscience with the aim to understand the God of creation who has been in agony ever since He created man. Having endowed man with perfection, enriched him with Virtues, Graces, and infinite Love, He reaped, as reward, ingratitude, disappointment, betrayal, lack of trust, unfaithfulness from the man in whom He has delight to have created.


Out of a vast emptiness, nothing existed, but God, who was content and at peace with Himself, in His Triune Self, lacking nothing simply being Himself – LOVE. Out of the abundance of His goodness, He began to create, having so much love, Beauty and wealth to lavish. The pleasure in His Creation induced Him to create man after His own image, the perfection of His creation, to enjoy all that He created. This gave rise to His nightmare from which He is yet to recover. His peaceful existence was disrupted, paving way to the most bitter sacrifice a God of love would make in the course of realizing His Vision.


Unto what should it be likened, unto a young man who, having climbed the peak of his professional ladder, feeling financially stable and content, he decides to settle down into a family life, as he is now in the position to maintain wife and children and lavish his hard earned money on them.


So it was also with God who has so much love and wealth to lavish. Alas! man, who is His Kingdom, who is to share His Divine Life with Him, failed Him woefully, betrayed Him without remorse. At the slightest trial, a proof of loyalty and love, man failed woefully by yielding to the temptation of the serpent, Lucifer the devil, a replica of ingratitude and greed, who in his wicked desire to be god deceived man to distrust God.


Nevertheless, God in His Infinite Mercy and Goodness still loves the man He created with infinite love. Therefore, man being part of God Who is madly in love with him, has his ultimate destiny in God, without Whom man has no peace. As a child resembles the parent, God Who is Love, being the Father of humanity, the human nature is also love, God’s Love. The human nature is God’s nature and only God, through His Grace, can restore pure Love, true Love, Holy Love in man, as man in his sinful nature came short of this Love and indulges in lust, sinful love which offends God. Therefore, God desires to transform humanity by feeding him with Himself to enable him live with Him in Heaven if man allows Him.


When Belief, Hope, Trust, in One Most Faithful,
 Most Loving, Most Sweet, sweet Companion be
 Born is Humility, Virtue Most Divine, Most noble,
 Most sweet, precious Key to Heavenly Bliss,
 Eternal Delight in the Arms of Beloved so Sweet.


O little me, less than half of an Ant you be,
 How overwhelmed you must be, His Majesty,
 King of Glory, on you His Love doth so lavish.
 O wretched creature, wisdom is spelt in gratitude,
 A noble garment, for Love so Divine, in which you
 are so beautifully clothed by Beloved so Divine.


Man’s betrayal was a slap on God’s face. Consequent to this betrayal sin entered man causing a demarcation between Him and God. He is thrown out of the garden of Eden, striped of his immortality and friendship with God. God hates sin like the pest, yet His nature being Love, having created man and placed so much attachment on him, so much love, He yearns for the love of man which is His Divine Right. God, the Alpha and Omega, created for His own pleasure. In His Infinite Goodness and Mercy, He created man for Himself, for Love. It is indeed very astonishing to observe that neither Eve nor Adam repented their error, rather they had only excuses for God for the pain in His Heart due to their betrayal, fully aware of His Love for them. Eve’s excuse “the serpent beguiled me and I did eat” and Adam’s “the woman you gave me...” portray the depth to which they fell. They failed to realize the depth of sorrow they caused such a generous God who created them and adorned them with so much love and goodness. In their betrayal, which generated pride, an undesirable attribute, they became blind, so much so, they became unable to utter the beautiful word “sorry” which is the simple means of appeasing and consoling such a loving and most merciful God who would not have hesitated to show them mercy. Events would have taken a different turn. However, having made themselves docile to the serpent, Satan or devil, the embodiment of ingratitude, greed, selfishness, pride, and arrogance, Adam and Eve paved way for sin, the ultimate loss of friendship with God and the paradise where they were so much sheltered and showered with love and affection, thereby leaving an awful testament, mortality, the result of sin, a terrible inheritance, for all their children from generation to generation.


Nevertheless, God could not detach Himself from man forever therefore, unable to bear the suffering His beloved children were undergoing, due to the influence of sin, He chose to mold a nation, Israel, after His own heart, as model, for keeping His precepts from which others would learn. For this purpose, Abraham was chosen, through him God intended to bless the world, a covenant was established. The nation Israel was born from the seeds of Jacob, Esau was his elder brother, son of Isaac the son of Abraham. Unfortunately, this nation, in turn, became a thorn in the Flesh for God. The children of Israel, became with their unfaithfulness, a failure, killing the prophets sent to them and worshiped strange gods much to the displeasure of the Almighty God. How easily did they forget the great deeds of God, how he led them with a mighty hand out of the Land of Egypt where they were in perpetual slavery, the victory He gave them in the different wars He fought for them. Although God punished them for their errors, after a long rope of unfruitful warning, God Himself suffered more than the children He punished because He is LOVE! A very loving Father perfect in His judgement. He cannot be less than He is. “Woe is me because of my hurt! my wound is grievous. But I said, “Truly this is my affliction and I must bear it” The Father’s pain over the pending exile of the children of Israel due to their constant disobedience to His Holy Will. “...How often would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you would not” Jesus over Jerusalem. A heart-rending cry of unrequited love from a God of Love. How my heart aches for the sorrows of my God.


God has been in agony ever since the fall of man and my heart laments over the hardness of man and his deafness to the appeal of God the Father who is madly in love with him appealing to him to return. A most loving Father who has thrown open the ocean of His Divine Mercy, pleading for its acceptance, a further attempt to protect His Beloved from the impending and inevitable perdition if His plea is ignored.


O Love, sweet beautiful Love of Father so Divine,
 Rich in Mercy, Compassion, Goodness, Tolerance,
 Understanding, kindness, Patience, Generosity, O
 and so much more such sweet Virtues that flow
 abundantly never ending, greater than the ocean, far
 beyond the human imagination in every dimension.
 It’s Love Divine, the Heavenly Father’s Love.


What a wonderful Dad You are Father Most Divine.
 From Your Throne in Heaven, Your Child here Below,
 With loving watchful Eyes You Behold, from every
 Danger protect, with loving fatherly care Graces You
 bestow, O loving Graces, the Father’s Love display,
 In deep appreciation, the child lost in admiration of
 the Dad so wonderful, the Father Most Divine.


O how sweet Love sounds, the Name of Father so Divine,
 Pure, beautiful, sweet Love, of the Father so Divine. His only
 begotten Son, for the child beloved, He did not spare. How
 wonderful the Father’s Love be for His child, His little girl. O
 how awesome! In Heaven He be, here below in His Divine
 Son in the Host He be, a Prisoner of Love, day and night
 for His child, His little girl. O how sweet, how beautiful, how
 wonderful, is the tender loving care of Father so Divine.


The Creation portrays the Father’s handwriting of love. The beautifully created Universe with all its natural sceneries, the great abundance of nourishment in different assortments, on land and in the sea, to the taste of every individual, the natural resources, should send the signal to everyone, God of Creation is a loving Father. However, the indifferences, the coldness, ingratitude dished out to Him daily is most unfair. How could arrogance, flamboyantly displayed, without remorse, rob a level-headed person the capability to realize the danger in rejecting God’s Love. How could one be thoughtless of the injury inflicted to the Heart of God, our Father, who loves humanity with such infinite love, who is waiting patiently, drawing attention to His burning desire for an intimate relationship with humanity, to give them Heaven. Why should one lock up the heart when Jesus our Lord, our Most merciful Savior stands and knocks? Why reject God? When will man awake from slumber, ponder on the God of Creation who fills the universe with goodness and keep His precepts, return love for Love, bearing on mind everyone is keeping time in preparation for the final abode when the departing bell is sounded. Therefore, make hay while the sun shines, seek the Creator, God the Father while He can be found and pass through His merciful Heart which is open to all, even to the worst sinner. Be wise and make a U – Turn back into the Arms of the Heavenly Father who loves you infinitely and cease from hurting Him. All there is to it is simply a repentant heart and the penitent will find peace and come to the possession of his heart’s desire.


Perhaps, it sounds amazing, incomprehensible that the Almighty God, Creator of Heaven and earth, Author and Giver of Life, without whom nothing exists, The Supreme Being, is agonized. How is it possible a self-content triune God is agonized? Agony, what is it? Great pain or suffering of the mind or body. Yes, the Almighty God is self-content, but He is Love and Father. He is the Father of mankind, the children He created in His likeness and fell madly in love with. He wants to give them Heaven, He wants them to have Life. They should live with Him in Him and for Him eternally. He does not want to lose any of them to perdition. The Almighty God has for humanity a motherly love. His protective nature coupled with His desire for their safety in His warm Embrace subject Him to agony due to the lack of trust and unrequited love from them. Jesus Christ, the Beloved Redeemer, is in dire agony as a great number of His Children are not paying heed to all His warnings against the wickedness being webbed by Satan, whose ultimate end is perdition, who, aware of his woeful end, craftily seduces and entices the weak minded who are blinded with the riches and pomp of this terrible world of transient. In his insatiable desire for company in hell, though mostly to hurt God, Satan manipulates the human mind against God, aware of God’s attachment to humanity. Everyone should realize that to hurt God is to hurt one self, therefore Satan is not only using man to hurt God he uses man to hurt man for God is man’s Destiny, man’s Eternal joy.


Nevertheless, one may dare ask, since God cares so much for all His children why not have every one saved and spare Himself the trouble of the agony. A very good and logical question indeed, but one should not forget God’s nature is Love and Love does not compel therefore, God who is Love endowed every individual with a free-will. Besides God cannot be less than He is. It is entirely an individual opinion the choice he makes, either to be on God’s side and choose Eternal Life or on Satan’s side and choose Eternal Death. Jesus Christ, with His bitter Passion brought Redemption to the entire human race, thus reconciled humanity with God, His Most Precious Blood being the Price. What a wonderful Father God is. For the security of His Children He took Flesh, conquered death for them, defeated the powers of darkness, triumphed with His resurrection and opened the gate of Heaven for them. God the Father is indeed the best Dad. He risked His priceless possession, the life and security of His only begotten Son by sending Him into our filthy world, amidst His enemies, to become one of us, clothed with poverty, He tasted every aspect of human suffering, became sin so that we may have life. Jesus emptied Himself in His passion, a most terribly, horrifying passion, the hour of darkness in which Satan mobilized His children against Him, whereby they gave their Father the worst torture never before heard of nor ever would be heard of again. The human mind will never be able to comprehend all that Jesus had to bear physically and mentally. It was far more than is ever revealed. His capability to withstand that test was Love from which He drew strength, courage and the Will to fulfill the Father’s Will otherwise, He would not have made it in His humanity. It was an excessively too great a torture for anyone to bear considering the long duration. However, the love for the Father, to bring back to Him what was lost, the love for humanity, to save the world, gave Him strength, courage, the Will to persevere until finally He made it. “Father into thy Hand I commend my Spirit” “It is finished” Love triumphed over wickedness. Good defeated evil. The powers of darkness disappointed. The cross victorious.


Therefore, should anyone land in Hell, whether the existence of Hell is believed in or not, is entirely one’s own responsibility. Hell is real just as Heaven is real. Jesus the Way, the Truth and The Life acknowledged the existence of hell, so not to believe in hell is total blindness and unwise. Anyone who does not believe in hell will definitely be compelled to do so when he eventually lands there. Bear on mind, hell has only a oneway ticket, there is no return ticket. Whoever lands there should have himself entirely to blame because Jesus gives everyone enough opportunity for a change of heart, to denounce evil and choose the Good by keeping His commandments and abiding in His Love. God should not be blamed hence He has done everything to prove His Divine Love for His wayward and blind children who have refused to see the agony in the Heart of their God pleading for them to return love for love for their own benefits. Despite that He continues His never wavering effort in sounding a loving bell of warning for His children to choose life, bear their respective crosses in charity, obedience and humility, loving one another as He has loved them, following His example as this is the only way to reach the promised land. The Almighty God, is knocking, like a beggar, on every heart, so let everyone clothe himself with wisdom, trust in Jesus, while one can, let the door of hearts open, and may the ocean of God’s Divine Mercy be appreciated before He comes as a just judge, so as to have life more abundantly in God’s Glory and avoid the inevitable perdition.


Is it not wonderful, good and beautiful the knowledge man proceeded from God and will eventually go back to Him? A wonderful knowledge indeed, the awareness one originated from God, the Father of the human race, it intoxicates with happiness and delight, so man has identity after all. This realization, however, gives the hardships of this planet Earth a new and worthy meaning, as the ultimate goal for man is Heaven, the Eternal abode of God the Father, confirming transient as the inevitable fate of the planet Earth making nothing to be but what is not.




CHAPTER II


THE INCARNATION


If there was anything so beautiful, so awesome, so marvelous, so miraculous and so Divine, it was the Word made Flesh. The second Person of the Trinity became man! How was it that the invisible God of the old Israel, I AM, the Almighty God, decided to make Himself known to humanity in the third Person of the Holy Trinity, in Jesus Christ? Was it simply the urge to redeem humanity? What exactly prompted this Divine gesture?


Oh, it’s wonderful to realize it was His fatherly instinct, instigated by Love – Divine Love – selfless love for the Beloved. Such love does not count the cost. All that matters is the well-being of the Beloved to the point of emptying oneself, suffering to the bitter end. God is, in the first place Father. He loves being a Father and He dotes on the children He created therefore, He would go to any length for their safety. “I have delight in the human race” this way God revealed His infinite attachment to humanity.


As revealed in the Holy Scripture, the fall of man was instigated by Satan due to greed, pride and disobedience. Now having misled Adam and Eve through whom sin penetrated into the world, the garden of Eden turned into a pungent smell, from sin, much to the displeasure of God. This awful result of disobedience, which in itself destroyed the paradise on earth, designed with the finger of God, wherewith His infinite Love for man was portrayed, created a rift between God and man. That notwithstanding, had Adam and Eve been penitent, God would have forgiven them being such a sweet good God and bountiful in Mercy. It is most astonishing that Lucifer, the Satan, having tasted God’s goodness and favor, turned evil, blinded with pride, in his meanness, fully aware of the consequences of his evil intentions, dared interfere in the affairs of God Who is his Benefactor, the God to whom he owes his existence, the God who loved him. His self-willed, mischievous evil act, the seduction of Adam and Eve to betray God’s trust and friendship, which in his vanity he took for triumph, consequently generated enmity between him and the most compassionate, Good and Merciful God whose name is LOVE. There might have been the possibility for sin to be reversed while at its bud, preventing it from infiltrating into generations upon generations of the human race if events had taken a different turn, whereby the plain-tiffs, Adam and Eve, accepted their wrong-doing and uttered the simple word “sorry” which would have resulted in the Incarnation being unnecessary thereby saving God so much trouble. Should it on the long run be His Divine Will to make Himself physically known He would then, in His infinite Wisdom, have chosen a more convenient means than the hazardous and terrible bitter way of His passion. Nevertheless, despite all odds, the All Knowing and Ever Loving Protective Heavenly Father could not have had a better design for the redemption of the human race, providing her with the loveliest, beautiful, clement and sweet, Mother that ever was, ever is and ever will be, Immaculately conceived, the masterpiece of God. A genuinely remarkable Divine gesture, portraying the generosity of the God of Mercy, which surpasses, in great measure, the Divine Vision for humanity in the garden of Eden, whereby humanity was merely a friend, whereas in the new Vision humanity becomes, not only a friend, but also adopted into the Family of God and heir with His Only Begotten Son, Our Lord Jesus Christ, as His mother becomes the mother of the human race. What a marvelous inheritance! Humanity is most blessed, a reason to be most grateful to God and turn the back to Satan.


However, having chewed His disappointment, when nothing else could atone for sin, the sacrifice of a young and spotless lamb, as the chosen people, the old Israel, repeatedly fell woefully back into sin, God sent His Only Begotten Son into the world to serve the purpose. “for God so loved the world that he gave his only son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life” Thus fulfilling the prophesy of Isaiah “a young woman shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel” which John in his Gospel consequently confirmed. “And the word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth; we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only son from the Father”


God’s protective nature for His beloved children instigated Him to take flesh in order to bridge the gap created by sin between Him and the human race. Having created them in His own Image He took delight in them and gave them His Heart. This sweet gesture of God created in Him a feeling of incompleteness without the human race as He conferred to them the identity of being His children. Having done so He dotes on them and desires to shower them with Love. He yearns for the reunion with His children for them to share His glory with Him, to spend Eternal Life with Him in His Divinity. As a result, God whose nature is Love desires to see Love in humanity, a reflection of Himself. Therefore, Human beings should be Love to resemble their Heavenly Father Whose nature is Love. Unfortunately, God’s failure to see His Reflection in humanity sends His Sacred Heart into Agony. Therefore, this Agony of our Lord Jesus Christ, lies within the hand of humanity to turn it into delight.


What a bitter struggle between Good and evil! God who infinitely loves the human race with a motherly love, has been struggling to save His children from the destructive power of Satan, the evil one, whose sole aim is to destroy God’s children, the human race, with his wickedness, due to his perpetual malignity, in order to bring God into contempt. The Eternal Father, Author and giver of life, infinite Goodness, the Almighty God, in His loving concern for the fate of His beloved children and this terrible world, sent Him, the second person of the Holy Trinity, Jesus Christ, begotten of the Father not made, one with the Father, from His Heavenly Throne into this filthy world, into the world He created, polluted by Satan and his subordinates, for the salvation of His children which He alone, as the innocent Lamb of God, can accomplish.


God in His motherly nature for His children would do anything for their happiness, according to His nature, Love. This ultimately gave rise to the bitter passion of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is most remarkably admirable, utterly praiseworthy, this Divine gesture of God, to sacrifice His only begotten Son for the salvation of humanity, a confirmation of the acknowledgement, God would stop at nothing for the happiness of humanity, the crown of His creation, as long as it is beneficial to souls in His perspective, being the Alpha and Omega who cannot change. This exceptionally unique sacrifice in the total surrender of the Son to the Father’s Will in complete emptying of self-unto death, though aware Satan was to mobilize His Beloved children against Him, instigate them to serve Him the most terrible painful torture never before heard of in history, in his evil and greedy intention to possess the world he did not create, is highly praiseworthy. This heroic and loving gesture of our Lord Jesus Christ has worn for Him, from the human race, an unending gratitude in eternal adoration and worship. The omniscient God, aware of Satan’s wicked signature in the abomination of His children committed against Him, their Father, chained and imprisoned, pulled like a beast of burden, the terrible disgrace of His stripping, mockery, scourging, crowing with thorns, the strenuous burden of the cross, spilling of His Most Precious Blood on the streets of Jerusalem, the stretching of His Limbs, dislocating them as they nailed Him on the cross, bearing on mind also the awful agony in the garden of Gethsemane, such terribly frightening mental torture He experienced, portrayed in the sweating of His Divine Blood, oh, and so many more not revealed, finally the humiliating death on the cross, yet He succumbed to it all for their redemption. Despite all that was done to Him He forgave them all. He paid the depth for sin. Forgiveness therefore, becomes an indispensable virtue for every soul in the pursuit of Divine Grace. Reciprocation to God’s love is inevitable to achieve victory over man’s arch enemy, Satan, for Eternal Salvation.


“Hail Mary full of grace” the greeting of St. Gabriel, the Archangel to the Blessed Virgin Mary at the annunciation to receive the beautiful, famous, victorious, most admirable word “Yes” that most consoled the Heart of God. Thereafter, the Word became Flesh in her womb which in turn became the first human Tabernacle of the triune God. Now if the Almighty God, the immortal and invincible God has such confidence in humanity, trusting Himself entirely to Joseph and Mary to enable Him bring salvation to humanity, why then is it a problem for humanity to give Him their trust. If He, the Creator, fully aware of the risks involved yet ventured to dive into it, what then could have been the driving factor if not love. A God who loves His creatures so much as to risk everything for love of them, surely must have their interest at Heart. It is, therefore, most amazing the indifferences, lack of trust and the nonchalant attitude with which the Almighty God, Father and Creator of humanity is being treated by His creatures. How wonderfully amazing it is pondering on the fact the Almighty God was a tiny ovary in the womb for nine months, became vulnerable, learnt to crawl, sit and walk like every normal child, dependent on His parents, worked obediently as a Help to His Foster Father, Joseph, in his carpentry work. It is interesting to visualize Him, God, working as an obedient and subordinate son in the work shop. The thought He walked on this filthy world, breathing the same air should indeed provide food for thought for every individual. As it is rightly said, there is no smoke without fire, therefore, the Almighty God, in His infinite Wisdom, must have seen it as the means suitable for the salvation of mankind, a fact which no one should ignore or take for granted, but rather contemplate with humility and awe the mystery and greatness of the Almighty God.


Jesus Christ, who being God, dwelt among us as the only begotten of the Father, spent three good years of His thirty-three years on earth to teach and call to the human mind the awareness of the precepts of God, to find that which was lost and God’s desire to be loved as Father. Although a very trying and strenuous three years, as He was confronted with much opposition from the Pharisees and publicans, yet, as one with authority He imparted to humanity the meaning of life and disclosed the identity of the human race with compassion proclaiming the coming of the Kingdom of God, the need for repentance, to store up treasures in Heaven rather than trusting in the perishable wealth of this world.


Instigated by Love, being Love, an assignment from the Father which He dutifully, patiently and with genuine compassion fulfilled with perfection. It is not to be forgotten, although being fully Divine He was also fully human and exposed to every temptation to which every human being is prone to encounter on his pilgrimage in this terrifying wilderness, the exile world. Being truly human one cannot help but admire the brilliant manner with which Jesus overcame the temptations of the devil who, in his craftiness, tempting Him at the time he thought he would easily achieve his purpose, Jesus having fasted for forty days in the wilderness after His baptism. The excellent performance of Jesus in overcoming the temptations demonstrates the ability of humanity to overcome sin, if sincere efforts are made trusting in God for Grace, Jesus having redeemed the human race with His Precious Blood. So to that end, with the focus on Jesus the Redeemer, who never left His focus on the Father, everyone is capable of excelling brilliantly from sin to the displeasure of Satan, the wicked devil and to the pleasure of God, our Heavenly Father.


How could an Omniscient God permit evil to exist if He loved humanity He created with infinite love? What a burdensome, dominating question that often permeates the mind, especially depraved minds, with a devastating consequence, throwing one into the state of unbelief in the existence of God. To those battling with such questions, God does not permit evil to exist rather He sent His only begotten Son, Jesus Christ into the world, not for pleasure, but for the redemption of the world in order to put an end to evil. Although Satan is the originator of evil, as his name defines, humanity gives him a helping hand when they indulge in greed, self-esteem, pride, covetousness, envy, bribery and corruption, consequently becoming docile for the influence of Satan and cease to abide in God’s Love. Do not be deceived, God is a God of love and He detests evil. All God has been trying to do is to convince man of His love and save him from his ultimate damnation, if he fails to reciprocate His love and accept His outstretched Arm of Divine Mercy, he should not blame God. There is no use for logic in the acknowledgement of God’s goodness and mercy, all there is to it is a simple surrender to the Author and Giver of life, the Almighty God who created the universe and the Heavens. With the total sacrifice of His only Son who emptied Himself completely for the redemption of humanity, the Almighty God has proved with perfection His good intentions, His love for humanity. Jesus Christ conquered the powers of darkness with His victorious cross, His glorious Resurrection, the triumph over death, guarantees Eternal Life for everyone who humbly acknowledges and accepts it in gratitude. Evil is not of God but of Satan. God is Love. He does not compel anyone to believe in Him, although His Heart aches and longs that everyone would, but He cannot be less than He is. In His infinite love for humanity He gave free-will to all. Nevertheless, Satan has been driven out from Heaven into the bottomless pit from where he wonders about deceiving God’s children and turning them against Him. There he awaits the final judgement when evil ceases, and Satan and his subordinates finally end up in perdition. What a time to look forward to, a time to be with the Lord Jesus Christ eternally in Heaven.


However, sin having polluted humanity due to the interference of Satan in the lives of Adam and Eve, humanities first parents, sin must be burned out of man to enable man attain the glory destined for Him by God from the beginning. Man’s destiny is eternal life with God in Jesus Christ, for Him, with Him and in Him. For the realization of this beautiful heavenly destiny is to take up ones cross and follow Christ. As Jesus rightly put it, the way to damnation is broad, but that of eternal life is narrow and few there be that find it. This is because so many people get themselves entangled with the riches and pomp of this sinful world contaminated by Satan. Nevertheless, Jesus the Beloved Savior is the answer to all the puzzling questions of this confused world. If there was nothing in it after all, why should the only Son of the highest God undergo such terrible bodily and mental torture in the name of redeeming mankind. There is a saying of the Nigerian Ibos, “Awo ada agba oso efife na nkiti” meaning literary, a frog does not run for nothing in the afternoon – there is no smoke without fire. Therefore, the wisest thing is to hearken to the appeal of Jesus Christ who desires every single soul to be saved, bear your cross together with Jesus. To dare to bear it alone spells failure. He is ever ready to assist. There is no other way to the promised land. All ailment which befalls humanity, the good Lord Jesus has experienced in a most bitter form on His blessed body. Satan is the cause of evil not the good loving and merciful God.


Do not therefore, be frightened with the natural catastrophes happening in our time. Be rest assured everything happens out of love. Do you realize God is most affected by it all due to the pains they cause His beloved children? You weep and are in sorrow for the loss of a loved one, whose fate is justly taken care of by our righteous Father, whereby your Beloved Heavenly Father weeps and is in sorrow for the pain in your own heart for your loss. Oh, how happy He would be if He had no cause for such natural catastrophies. He is Almighty, all Powerful, surely He is not expected to sound a warning with a simple stick. Who would notice. A father chastises whom he loves. If one spares the rod one spoils the child. Besides, God prefers not to chastise than to chastise as He feels the pain more than the children He chastises. It is sad most people do not realize this. The natural catastrophies would not be if humanity would learn from it and pay heed to the commandments of God. The problem is, rather than learn and realize God is sending out warnings to sound His existence by exhibiting His power, out of love, for a change of heart, on our part, how we treat Him, we fall back to the old practices as soon as everything dies down. He is still trying to assist the children for whom He shed His most precious Blood reach the promised land. If only everyone would realize this world is transitory and would be destroyed by fire, seek the everlasting habitation in Heaven with Jesus in joy eternal, detach oneself from the perishable wealth of this sick world, from sexual laxity, maintain natural laws as God desires, then Satan would be put to book, consequently, ushering Christ’s glorious reign of peace.




CHAPTER III


MORE VALUE THAN THE SPARROWS


“Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you shall eat, nor about your body, what you shall put on. For life is more than food, and the body more than clothing. Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how much more value are you than the birds! And which of you by being anxious can add a cubit to his span of life? If then you are not able to do as small a thing as that, why are you anxious about the rest? Consider the lilies, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin; yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass which is alive in the field today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more will he clothe you, O men of little faith! And do not seek what you are to eat and what you are to drink, nor be of anxious mind. For all the nations of the world seek these things; and your Father knows that you need them. Instead, seek his Kingdom, and these things shall be yours as well” Lk 12 vs 22 – 31
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