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Prologue

	 

	 

	 

	after our graduation, we went out to eat with our families

	looking back on all the memories we made, the photos we took

	we both know we made it through together

	 

	and after the party, maybe after a few drinks too many

	we all stumbled on home, laughing about the way they talk

	the next morning, I woke up in one of my girlfriend’s hoodies 

	 

	then after the concert, we couldn’t feel our legs anymore 

	still we screamed all the lyrics to our favorite song on the way to the car

	singing and dancing with some strangers on the street

	 

	and after the show, the final blow

	we stood in the limelight, taking it all in

	breathing, seeing, never blinded because no light could ever be too bright for us

	 

	after the ceremony, I looked into your eyes 

	for a second, we were all alone, so you kissed me once more 

	We danced around the room like little children

	Knowing my future, knowing it was you

	 

	 

	All because the world didn’t end when I was 16.

	 

	
[image: Image]

	 

	 

	Poetry

	of 

	the Bay

	 

	 

	[image: Image]

	 

	 

	 


California sunburn

	 

	 

	Like stains on my skin, lasting for months and months

	Sunburn reminds me of what my body experienced, that it was all real

	Even though I’m not there, I have proof it happened 

	A temporary scar 

	And when it fades, my last physical memory of the summer will fade with it 
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