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Introduction


Like many other Aarhusians I used to walk around Aarhus without thinking about statues, monuments and sculptures. But when one thinks about how many sculptures one can see on a short journey, one can quickly realise that Aarhus has a rich tradition of public artwork all the way back to the 1900’s.


Can Aarhus be regarded as one of the leading cities in Northern Europe that promotes art in public spaces? Where in Europe can we experience events such as Sculpture by the Sea’? But maybe Aarhus misses the fame of Edvard Eriksen’s ‘Little mermaid’ or Michelangelo’s ‘David’.


Even though there are a range of academic articles and books from the 1980’s that have catalogued individual works, I think that there is a need to update this story and present such knowledge in a more open accessible format. It is therefore my goal with this book to foretell the story behind each sculpture in more detail and their relationship to the surrounding area.


But where should I begin? This book is my own personal list and not a comprehensive catalogue of every sculpture, monument, statue, artwork or memorial in the public areas of Aarhus. To keep things in perspective I have focused on those within walking distance of the centre and in public areas. Without rational thought I have excluded sculptures and monuments in churchyards -maybe this will be a future book project covering the many fine monuments in Aarhus’s churchyards.


From now on I will use in general the common name ’sculpture’ that covers statues, monuments and other public artworks. Some sculptures will involve a detailed description whilst others maybe just a passing reference.


We can see that Aarhus has clusters of sculptures that have developed over time, place and style. The harbour front is strongly characterised by ancient mythology and abstract modernism connected with the sea and the evolution of the harbour redevelopment over the last decade. In Frederiksbjerg the impact of urban planning, with statues of local businessmen and politicians from the beginning of the 1900’s. The sculptures around the Stadion, from the 1920’s, are connected to athletics, nature and sport. Musikhusparken from the 1980’s is characterised by modernism and abstract art, and of course Mindeparken dedicated to the memory of those that fell during the first world war.


One can also see that sculptures are not static, many have moved place two or three times to make way for redevelopment or as the consequence of specific events such as the Stadion fire in 1943. In some cases, it may reflect the rise (or fall) in status moving to a fashionable upcoming area. Some have simply disappeared, maybe because of vandalism, high maintenance or political decisions. Others simply never happened simply staying on an artist’s drawing board due to lack of funding, politics or ambition. Whilst this book categorises sculptures at this point in time, we know that the future will be different with new sculptures emerging all the time such as within Aarhus Ø. Sculptures can be considered as living art that develops over time and reflect our current views, fashions and aspirations at one point in time.


This book is laid out into seven chapters, each covering a distinct area that would make an ideal self-guided walk.




Aarhus Stadion and Mindeparken
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1. Skovguden Pan





2. Aarhus Stadion


3. Rømerhaven


4. Bernhard App Sindberg


5. Mindeparken


6. Marselis Slot


Aarhus stadion opened in 1920, designed by architect Axel Høeg Hansen to accommodate Aarhus Gymnastikforening (AGF). From the start Hansen and AGF wished that the stadion would be an attractive cultural destination in a neoclassical style. Hansen’s passion for modern art, connected to Roman and Greek athleticism, resulted in a ‘colonnade’ of new sculptures fronting the stadion front creating a sense of symmetry and arrival. These included




	Manden, Sven Rathsack*


	Marathonløberen, Viggo Jarl


	Fodboldspillere, Jean Gauguin


	Nævefægteren, Jean Gauguin


	Aarhuspigen, Kai Nielsen*


	Uffe hin Spage, Johannes Bjerg*


	Diskoskaster, Jean Gauguin*


	Skraberen, Svend Rathsack.


	Svømmepigen, Svend Rathsack*


	Atalante, Einar Utzon Frank*





(*moved to other areas of Aarhus due to the stadion fire in 1943)
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During the second world war the German army utilised the stadion as barracks and storage. In 1943 the Danish resistance movement attacked the Stadion and set fire to the Main Hall which burnt down and threatened the statues along the front. They were rescued and placed in storage until after the war. Alas only four returned, the rest were scattered throughout Aarhus.
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