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Notes on the cover photo:


This photo shows two BVG1 subway trains at Krumme Lanke station in Berlin-Zehlendorf. I chose these as a motif because the metropolitan research attempted here would not be feasible, or even imaginable, without the excellent public transport network available to us in Berlin. The subway trains in particular play a special role in this research. The subway is in equal measure the setting, subject matter, method and medium.





1 Berliner Verkehrsbetriebe






Theoretical Background and Scientific Method


Berlin offers diverse spaces for reflection and for the transformation of social reality. At the same time, these places offer the reconceptualization of a different economic, social, pedagogical and cultural reality. Just as it did in the 19th century, since the fall of the Berlin Wall, the city has held the status of a creative, dynamic and dazzling metropolis – comparable to New York, London or Paris. The multi-layered, creative city captivates people from all over the world by creating space for the development of identities and lifestyles. We can read about such notions in the letters of Alfred Kerr (1997), for example. During the Weimar Republic - Peter Gay (2002) and Robert Beachy (2015) reconstructed and documented these developments very vividly - social tensions, which of course exist beyond the creative class (Florida, 2002, 2005), do not seem to slow down the innovative power of Berlin as a metropolis.


The environment we are observing in Berlin now can hypothetically be seen as a hothouse for future social developments. My own theoretical and scientific work was initially very much an examination of pedagogical experiences I had gathered in educational institutions (e.g. Broecher, 2000, 2015c, 2016, 2019a,b, 2022b; Broecher, Davis et al., 2014; Broecher, Painter et al., 2017). The work was relatively narrow in scope until I began to make Berlin the center of my world in 2015. In the free atmosphere of this metropolis, I arrived at models of thinking that reopened, rearranged and expanded everything that had gone before (Bröcher, 2021a,c,e,g), including a critical review of the knowledge and the politics of knowledge in the field of emotional and social learning in and beyond schools (Bröcher, 2021b). At the same time, I revived background experiences from earlier contexts, that seemed to be forward-looking (Broecher 2015a,b, 2019d; Bröcher, 2021f, Broecher, Davis, and Painter, 2017; Toczyski et al., 2022).


After this, I began to write an entirely new and different kind of work. I was now concerned with social transformation – not just with creating more quality in individual social or educational fields. These new concepts were also part of the impetus that led me to spend time in more rural areas, where, together with my family, I acquired a 19th century farmstead. We are now in the process of developing this and converting it into a think tank (Broecher, 2023a,b; Broecher and Painter, 2023). Without the growth mindset gained in the metropolis of Berlin, however, things would not have come to this. In this way, the roles of urban and rural spaces are now being placed in a higher context. The crucial question is: How will people of the future learn, work and live?


But the focus of this book – the German version was published a year earlier (Bröcher, 2022a) - is the urban space of the metropolis: Berlin. If we take as inspiration Walter Benjamin’s The Arcades Project (1999), which is based on extensive explorations in the metropolis of 1920s and 1930s Paris, and undertake something similar, we have to translate this into today’s experience. That is, if we transfer this idea of interdisciplinary exploration to the discovery of the metropolis Berlin, we would now have to utilize other means of documentation and analysis than those preferred by Benjamin. Benjamin, were he alive now, might choose a hybrid form of book, diary, blog, or video channel, etc. We would probably find him on YouTube, Instagram, and maybe even TikTok. Perhaps he would also have tried to integrate fragmentary linguistic forms – poetry, etc. into a contemporary version of The Arcades Project; forms in a way also related to hip hop and rap.

OEBPS/Images/cover.jpg
Joachim Broecher

Berlin Passages,
Cultural Mapping and
Transdisciplinary Explorations
in Urban Space

Notes between Field Diary and Poetry






