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Introduction


How to document music with non-sonic elements? Or: How to document all the performative qualities of a piece of music that can't be heard (like the sequence of movements within a space, the sweat of the musicians, the heat of the room etc.)? Beginning with this question a group of researchers and dramaturgs from Birmingham (UK), Frankfurt (Germany) and Fredrikstad (Norway) met over the course of 2019 and 2020 to develop initial ideas, questions, rhythms and rhymes.


An Incomplete Organum for Documenting Works of Art is one of the results of the group's discussions, creating twenty-six impulses in the form of hypotheses, questions, considerations and falsities. The Organum's purpose is to provoke exchanges about common and uncommon practices for documenting artistic works, and is for artists, scholars, academics and anyone interested. It is divided into three parts: GENERALITIES proposes and tests general definitions of documentation, while STRATEGIES covers pragmatic issues about the role of a documenter or documenters (among other things). MIXED MEDIA then raises questions regarding the conditions of documentation across different genres such as music, film and performance art. None of the twenty-six impulses should be accepted without question; each one is open to debate. An incomplete Organum contains incomplete ideas.
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