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It was Tuesday morning. The King burst into the Princess’s bedroom with a big smile on his face, “What a wonderful day it is today! The sun is shining and the world outside is beautiful!”


But the Princess was grumpy, “It’s not a wonderful day, and the world is not nice, and one more thing, who put a pea under my mattress? I haven’t slept a wink all night, and my body is black and blue.”


She was grumpy every morning. In fact she was grumpy every afternoon and every evening too.


The King felt sad as he left her bedroom. It seemed like there was nothing he could do to make her happy.


At the bottom of the bed the Royal Mouse was sitting listening. She loved peas, so when she heard there was a pea in the Princess’s bed, she wriggled under the mattress and found it. It was squashed flat, but it still tasted yummy!
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The King went to the great meeting hall and sighed as he looked out of the window. He knew exactly why there were no princes lining up to ask for his daughter’s hand in marriage. She was so grumpy and nothing could make her laugh.


He tried to think of a solution and he remembered a story he’d once heard about a prince who was riding a goat, while holding a bird and throwing mud around. A princess was watching and she laughed and laughed and thought the prince was charming, so they got married and lived happily ever after.
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