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“If you know the enemy and know yourself, you need not fear the result of a hundred battles. If you know yourself but not the enemy, for every victory gained you will also suffer a defeat. If you know neither the enemy nor yourself, you will succumb in every battle.”


Sun Tzu, The Art of War







Always be ready to give an answer to everyone who asks you a reason concerning the hope that is in you, with humility and fear, having a good conscience. Thus, while you are spoken against as evildoers, they may be disappointed who curse your good way of life in Christ.


1 Pet. 3:15







Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that you may know how you ought to answer each one.


Col. 4:6







Test all things, and hold firmly that which is good.


1 Thess. 5:21













INTRODUCTION


One thing has particularly caught attention in the debates about Christianity. Many disciples of Jesus, or so-called Christians, do not seem to know themselves or their doctrine very well. It is a pity, because a person loses easily, if he does not know his matter well.


Atheists usually present the matter in a way that is favourable to them. If a Christian does not know his own matter well, it can easily lead to error and the Christian may even end up defending or explaining a matter that should not have been defended or explained. And thus, the opponent gets an easy victory. At worst, false and misleading ideas continue to spread, misleading others as well. That is why it would be very important for Christians to know their own teachings better.


Unfortunately, lack of knowledge seems to have led many Christians to leave the debates altogether. It is a pity, after all, the Bible says that one should be ready to answer everyone who asks and know how to answer. But, of course, it is difficult to answer and know when very little is taught about what the Bible actually says.


This book goes through many of the problems that have come up in discussions and also the solutions to them. And there are certainly points that many people disagree about. That is not a problem. The main thing is that people would get to know about other options than those that are usually presented, so that they can make their own choice with as much information as possible. It would be great if this helped to understand things related to Christianity better. Then it will also be easier to answer when a related question comes up.


Roope Berg










ATHEISTS



Species


As Paul says, speaker should always know how to answer each one (Col. 4:6). For that it is good to know the person you are answering to, what is his background and the way he thinks. Maybe it is not always possible to know how other person thinks, but it is good to first try to understand correctly what he is actually saying and what is his goal.


And atheists can be divided into two species by what is their goal. There are so called militant atheists, whose goal is not actually to debate or think but instead attack. And there are also thinking atheists, that at least seem to try to debate and understand matters correctly in honest way. In the name of impartiality, there can be seen similar split also in the group of Christians.


The style of militant atheist is often more aggressive and insulting. Not only they try to show Christianity in a bad light, but their style is usually also more disrespecting. That should not be a problem, people should have right for being disrespectful. Maybe more important is to notice, debate is not usually their goal. Instead, they are more about pushing their own propaganda. They usually don’t really care about answers, even if it would revoke their claim. Much patience is required when one meets a such atheist in their natural habitat. In that situation it may help to think that the answers are more for the observers than for the atheist.


Thinking atheist is usually a person who just tells that he doesn’t have enough reason to believe. Normally he is not aggressively against Christianity or Christians, and their goal is not necessary to insult or even that Christianity would lose. This kind of atheist just does not know or understand enough and therefore is asking questions. And asking questions is not wrong or bad. They often have wrong ideas of Christianity that they think makes Christianity look wrong, which is why they don’t accept Christianity. And unfortunately, often those wrong ideas come from so called Christians who have teachings that can’t be defended properly with the Bible.


Both atheist species can have good points, issues that are actually true. Christians should think them seriously. It is always good to listen the question patiently and understand the matter correctly, before answering. Too often it seems Christians don’t want to even listen the question, because they are afraid it leads to a bad result. Worry about getting lost is understandable. And it is usually also uncomfortable to get criticized or admit own errors. However, sometimes it may be that the error is real. In that case it would be good to think, is it really a problem for Christianity and Bible, or is it just some unbiblical idea that is wrong and not even necessary for Christians. Atheism may be annoying for a Christian, but it can also be purifying and help to get rid of ideas that don’t really belong into Christianity. In any case, it is recommendable that a Christian always trusts God and remains in truth.


It seems that one of the main reasons why people are nowadays rejecting Christianity comes from that questions are not answered properly. Even among Christians themselves people appear to fear asking questions and speaking about matters, for that people would not reject God. And it is unfortunate, because then wrong teachings or ideas can rise and lead people astray. It is extremely important that Christians are ready for difficult questions with patience and that they don’t just lazily settle to claims of atheists but instead think things all the way without stopping as soon as the situation feels difficult. This is why Christians should read the Bible accurately and carefully and see what is actually said. Knowing Bible well and remaining in its words will help greatly in many questions.



History


It is interesting how the meaning of word atheism has changed. For example, in Finnish Facta encyclopaedia from year 1981 defined atheism this way:




"Atheism, a concept that denies the existence of God or gods and their personal influence on the world order. Atheistic religiosity is represented by traditional Hinayana Buddhism, which denies all divinity. Atheistic concepts were already presented by several of the early Greek philosophers... ...Communism has included in its goals the spread of an atheist worldview. Atheist, supporter of atheism, denier of God"





Nowadays many atheists say that they are not deniers of God. For them atheism means only lack of belief in God or gods. And if we use more modern Wikipedia definition, they would then be called “negative atheists” and those who deny the existence of gods are “positive atheists”.




"Atheism can be defined in two ways. First, as a thesis that concerns whether or not there is a god or gods in reality. As an ontological, i.e. concept of existence, atheism is the statement "God does not exist". Atheism and its opposite, theism, are then the only possible positions: god exists or god does not exist.[6][2] In another definition, atheism is the conscious perception of some individual.[6] In this case, atheists can be divided into positive atheists, who believe that there are no gods, and negative atheists, who lack faith in the existence of God."


https://fi.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ateismi (4.9.2021)





The problem positive atheists have is that it is expected from them to prove their claim that gods don’t exist. Negative atheists have easier position because they are saying only that they don’t believe and therefore have not the same burden of proof. Curiously, they still often demand believers in God to prove God, although logically one could think that only those who know must do that.


Probably because of the burden of proof, in many discussions atheists today prefer to say that they are just people who lack faith in God and are not claiming that God doesn’t exist. It is perhaps questionable whether there is any difference in practice. However, this change in the word atheism can cause confusion when older people may have a different definition of the word.


Atheism and agnosticism are views close to each other. And many atheists actually talk like they would be agnostics, of which the 1981 Facta encyclopaedia says:




"Agnostic, supporter of agnosticism. Agnosticism, a view according to which it is not possible to get any information about some things that are considered important (about God and his attributes, about "real" or metaphysical reality as opposed to perceived things)."





It may be that there have always been atheists, but in the last couple of hundred years it seems to have become more dominant or visible. Perhaps atheism has been pushed most strongly in the communist world, whereof Richard Wurmbrand wrote in his book "Why do I believe?" (1978):




"Even the communist world has its own Bible. It's called The Atheist's Handbook. It was published by the Moscow Academy of Sciences (a state-run political science publishing house) in 1961... ...The main purpose of the book is to show that God does not exist."





Nowadays, there doesn't seem to be a handbook for atheists, and atheism doesn't really have any doctrine to spread. But there are many websites and people who publicly attack Christianity in particular. Maybe that's why, many atheists could rather be called anti-Christian, because in practice it's largely an attack on Christianity.


But the definition of the word atheism is perhaps rather just an interesting detail. From a Christian's point of view, it is not useful to start arguing about what atheism or an atheist is if the debate is about Christianity. And in general, it's always a mistake and bad if one starts discussing a person instead of an essential issue. It easily leads the discussion astray and hinders the handling of the actual matter. It is better to focus on the topic and what has been claimed and on what basis.


However, the development of the word atheist shows that it would often be good to ask what the person himself means by the word before continuing. Many problems in conversation are caused by the fact that people have different definitions of the words used.



Dangerous tactics


Not everything people say is true. It is good to always try to check whether the things presented are true, and not automatically accept claims without good reasons. Also, Adam and Eve could have perhaps avoided troubles if they had stopped to think whether it is worth believing in God, or the father of lies they just met.




You are of your father, the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and doesn’t stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks on his own; for he is a liar, and the father of lies.


John 8:44





Still, lying is not necessarily the most dangerous conversation tactic. Worse is when the opponent speaks the truth in such a way as to mislead. A bit like Tony Montana says in the movie Scarface, "I always tell the truth, even when I'm lying". Tony Montana often comes to mind when it comes to the arguments of atheists. One example of this is Noah's Ark. Atheists often tell a version of Noah's ark, which is easy to present as impossible or untrue. They may be right in their own story; the problem is that that story has not much to do with the Bible's narrative. Just because the atheist's version doesn't work doesn't mean the Bible is wrong.


Similar situations can also come up in the news. For example, the media may say, "Ivermectin is a horse medicine", and leave out what else it is. In this way, a false image is created by making people to think that it is the whole truth. In general, you should always be careful not to assume that the things presented are necessarily the whole truth. It's always good to think about whether something was left unsaid.


You should always pay attention to the narrative, how the matter is presented. Often things are presented in such a light that it supports narrator's intentions and twist the actual subject. The matter may be true, but only a part of the whole truth and presented advantageously for the narrator. You should pay special attention to thiskind of misleading and always think about whether this is the whole truth, whether the matter has been distorted somehow, or whether it is a matter of the person's own baseless interpretation. It is not a good to automatically accept opponent’s suppositions and premises, without thinking is there enough good support for it.


The misdirection described above is the same or very similar to straw man argument. In it, for example, a false weaker version of Christianity is presented, which is then attacked. Christian should be careful not to defend a "straw man” but take care to defend his own actual cause. For this, it is very important to know yourself, the Bible and what you represent.


At this point, it's also good to say in defence of atheists, it's not always a matter of conscious action. It may simply be that the person just has incomplete or wrong information, which then leads to these situations. However, whether the matter is conscious or not, is not important in that a Christian should always be careful not to step on such mines in a conversation. And these do not only apply to religious discussions, but to all other situations as well. It is always necessary to be alert to the fact that the claims presented are not necessarily the whole truth, or the right thing.


Another similar argumentation error is a "red herring", i.e. a misleading hint. One alleged origin of the name of this fallacy in argumentation is how smoked herring was used to deceive hounds. In a conversation, this can mean that the other person makes an argument or point that leads away from the main point. One example of this could be that instead of answering the question, person starts a discussion about whether the questioner is qualified. There can be many ways to steer the conversation off topic. You should be careful not to let the matter go off on the wrong track. If it seems that the other person is trying to avoid the question, you can for example ask why the other person is not answering it. Or, if the other person completely ignores the answer and talks off topic, you can always ask if there was a problem with the answer, or why the other person ignores it.


There are also other argumentation errors, such as attacking person (ad hominem) and wrongly appealing to authority. Getting personal can feel unpleasant and annoying, but it usually tells the other person has lost the conversation and is no longer able to defend his own position sensibly. It would be good to keep a cool head and steer the conversation back to the topic and ignore irrelevant things. In general, appeals to authority can also be considered irrelevant. Sure, the authority may have a lot of information, but the decisive factor is who has the best arguments or evidence, not who has the best title.


In principle, all, or almost all argumentative errors in some way lead the attention to the irrelevant or are logically incorrect in terms of the issue. If there is an important issue, it would be good to try to stay on it precisely so that side issues do not lead to wrong conclusions. It would also be good to see that you are not guilty of similar mistakes. Unfortunately, there are also Christians who are guilty of the same mistakes.










DISCIPLES OF JESUS



A Christian


To be successful in a conversation, it is important to know yourself and what you really represent. There are many different groups in the world that are called Christians. For example, there are Lutherans who at least to some extent follow Martin Luther and his teachings. Luther and many other teachers may have many good ideas. However, the word Christian originally meant a disciple of Jesus.




…The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.


Acts 11:26





Today, it seems that the word Christian no longer corresponds well to the Biblical definition of a disciple of Jesus. Therefore, it would perhaps be better if the disciples gave up the name Christian and rather called themselves disciples of Jesus. The definition of a disciple of Jesus is clearer and then it would be easier to distinguish whose follower the person really is.


It is very important to think for yourself, before starting a discussion, whose disciple you are and whose teachings you want to follow and defend. If you are a disciple of Jesus, i.e. a Christian, you don't necessarily need to defend for example Luther's teachings, it is enough to focus on the words of Jesus. It makes your position easier and feels easier when you clearly define the area you want to defend, and don't start defending areas that don't belong to you.


With the right delineation, you will avoid battles that cannot be won. So-called Christians have many doctrines that are not properly based on the Bible or the teachings of Jesus. And atheists often separate these points well and attack them because they cannot be properly defended. And in a way, that's a good purifying quality of atheists. In a sense, they bring out the weaknesses of Christians, which are often things that Christians do not need to hold on to if they are truly disciples of Jesus. So, if you come across a problem in a discussion, you should always think about whether this really belongs to your own area to defend, or if it is some doctrine outside of word of Jesus.


Many times, the reason for atheism can be specifically doctrines that do not really belong to Christianity. When people are taught false doctrines, the person may reject the faith completely, because false doctrines do not stand up to proper scrutiny. For this reason, it is also important that disciples of Jesus have a clear and pure doctrine of Jesus. It doesn't mean that everyone accepts the matter, but then at least the decision is made based on the right information.



Remaining in word of Jesus


Jesus himself said that those who are his disciples abide in his word. And it's interesting that he said it also leads to freedom. In a discussion, it can be liberating, when you don't have to defend all doctrines that people have developed and instead you can focus on what Jesus said.




Jesus therefore said to those Jews who had believed him, “If you remain in my word, then you are truly my disciples. You will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.”


John 8:31-32





It is also good to notice, Jesus said, that his teachings are not his own, but his who sent him. According to the Bible, Jesus spoke the word of God and the doctrine that Jesus proclaimed is God's doctrine.




For I spoke not from myself, but the Father who sent me, he gave me a commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak.


John 12:49





People's words can often be overturned, but God's word cannot be overturned. Many have tried, but we still have the words of Jesus irrevocable. Therefore, God's word is indeed a good refuge in conversation. It is always good to look in debate, is the matter really from God, or is it from men.




I will say of Yahweh, “He is my refuge and my fortress; my God, in whom I trust.”


Ps. 91:2






Baptism


According to the Bible, a person is made a disciple of Jesus, by baptizing as Jesus taught.




Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I commanded you. Behold, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.


Matt. 28:19-20





A relatively simple-looking thing, but still people have managed to make baptism one of the biggest disputes in Christendom. It's shameful, and no wonder if the opponent laughs uproariously.


Perhaps the biggest controversy surrounding baptism is when a person can be baptized. Some people are of the opinion that only when the person himself decides to believe. And according to others, a baby can be baptized, even if the baby does not yet know how to express its own opinion in an understandable way.


Here too you should think about whose teaching you want to follow, Jesus or something else. Jesus does not limit baptism in any way. It is not a mistake to baptize even a small child, because it is not contrary to his teachings.




Allow the little children to come to me! Don’t forbid them, for God’s Kingdom belongs to such as these.


Mark 10:14 (Matt. 19:14)





Some may say at this point that the baby cannot receive baptism because is not fully developed. It is likely that a baby does not know as much as an adult. And on the other hand, not even an adult necessarily knows everything. Jesus does not set a certain level of understanding or knowledge as a condition for baptism. Instead, Jesus shows that children should not be despised or mistreated.




and said, “Most certainly I tell you, unless you turn and become as little children, you will in no way enter into the Kingdom of Heaven.


Matt. 18:3


and said to him, “Do you hear what these are saying?” Jesus said to them, “Yes. Did you never read, ‘Out of the mouth of children and nursing babies, you have perfected praise?’” Matt. 21:16


but whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to stumble, it would be better for him if a huge millstone were hung around his neck and that he were sunk in the depths of the sea.


Matt. 18:6





Opponents of infant baptism often point to the fact that the Bible does not say that the disciples baptized infants. And it is true that the moments of baptism in the Bible seem to be about adult people. Or this depends on what family means. According to Bible, families were baptized, and a baby could also belong to the family. But the Bible does not directly say that babies were baptized. However, that still does not mean that it is not allowed.




When she and her household were baptized, she begged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house and stay.” So she persuaded us.


Acts 16:15





Opponents of baby baptism can also say that believing is a prerequisite for baptism because it has been said "he who believes and is baptized...". This also does not directly mean that a person must believe before being baptized. The scripture tells only that those who are baptized and believe, will be saved.




He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who disbelieves will be condemned.


Mark 16:16





But how do you know what the baby believes? Based on Jesus' words, it may well be that the baby believes enough. And on the other hand, belief is often also something that develops as a person grows. No one at baptism has probably become perfect yet. John the Baptist can be considered as one example that babies should not be underestimated.




For he will be great in the sight of the Lord, and he will drink no wine nor strong drink. He will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s womb.


Luke 1:15





One of the reasons why one can think that baptizing babies is a good thing, is that according to the Bible, when a person is baptized, he can receive the Holy Spirit, which, based on Peter's words, could also be considered a good conscience. It's hard to see any good reason to object to this if you know what the Holy Spirit is.




Peter said to them, “Repent, and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.


Acts 2:38


This is a symbol of baptism, which now saves you—not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 1 Pet. 3:21





This raises an interesting question, if the Holy Spirit is the good conscience, do non-baptized people have the good conscience? And if so, is there a difference in the conscience of the baptized and the unbaptized? It's probably impossible to know if you can't read people's minds. But it's good to be aware of that when thinking about baptism and who can be baptized.


Based on the words of Peter's letter and the Acts of the Apostles, many think that baptism is a condition for salvation, and that one cannot be saved without it. Jesus did not set such a condition but gave his disciples the right to forgive sins. A disciple may require baptism, but it is not mandatory. For example, one of the people crucified with Jesus was saved, even though he was not baptized.




If you forgive anyone’s sins, they have been forgiven them. If you retain anyone’s sins, they have been retained.”


John 20:23





Baptismal water can perhaps be seen metaphorically as saving. But, when talking about saving water, it would be better to connect it with Jesus' speech about living water, which can be understood to mean Jesus' words, because through them a change can occur in a person that leads to the better.




Jesus answered her, "If you knew the gift of God, and who it is who says to you, 'Give me a drink,' you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water." The woman said to him, "Sir, you have nothing to draw with, and the well is deep. From where then have you that living water? Are you greater than our father, Jacob, who gave us the well, and drank of it himself, as did his children, and his cattle?" Jesus answered her, "Everyone who drinks of this water will thirst again, but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never thirst again; but the water that I will give him will become in him a well of water springing up to eternal life."


John 4:10-14


It is the spirit who gives life. The flesh profits nothing. The words that I speak to you are spirit, and are life.


John 6:63





There are many interpretations associated with baptism. Everyone has to decide for themselves how they see it. It may not be possible to reach a consensus on all issues in this day and age, but it would be good if everyone at least separated what is people's own interpretation and what is the direct word of the Bible. There is no good reason to oppose the baptism that Jesus taught. And if a person is baptized as a disciple of Jesus, it would be important to teach what Jesus said, because as said in the previous chapter, a person is truly a disciple of Jesus when he abides in his word. Unfortunately, today it seems that Christians teach more of their own stuff than the word of Jesus.



Saved


In this matter it would be good to first understand, what salvation means and from what a person is saved. Bible says that the wage of sin is death. Thus, through the forgiveness of sins, a person is saved from death. There can be many other things from which a person is saved, but perhaps the most significant is being saved from the death, the judgment that would come because of sin.




For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord


Romans 6:23


to give knowledge of salvation to his people by the remission of their sins,


Luke 1:77





A person cannot save himself from that judgment by his own actions because a person cannot undo his own wrong actions. Even if you do everything right in the end of life, it doesn't make past wrong actions right. The only way to get rid of the judgment is if God, or someone authorized by God, forgives.




He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who disbelieves will be condemned.


Mark 16:16





Because of Mark 16:16, many people think that baptism not only makes a disciple of Jesus but also saves a person. However, the passage does not directly say that baptism is what saves, nor that it is absolutely necessary for salvation, only that person who believes and is baptized, will be saved.


In Bible baptism is not an obligatory condition for salvation, i.e. forgiveness of sins. A person can be saved even if he has not been baptized, like for example the person who was crucified next to Jesus.




But the other answered, and rebuking him said, “Don’t you even fear God, seeing you are under the same condemnation? And we indeed justly, for we receive the due reward for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.” He said to Jesus, “Lord, remember me when you come into your Kingdom.” Jesus said to him, “Assuredly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” Luke 23:40-43





This does not mean that baptism would not matter. Jesus called to baptize and make people his disciples, and that is good. Wanting to be baptized means probably that the person believes what Jesus said. But salvation is nevertheless through the words proclaimed by Jesus.




Be it known to you therefore, brothers, that through this man is proclaimed to you remission of sins,


Acts 13:38


who will speak to you words by which you will be saved, you and all your house.’


Acts 11:14


“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to heal the broken hearted, to proclaim release to the captives, recovering of sight to the blind, to deliver those who are crushed, and to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.”


Luke 4:18-19


Therefore, putting away all filthiness and overflowing of wickedness, receive with humility the implanted word, which is able to save your souls.


James 1:21


… The words that I speak to you are spirit, and are life.


John 6:63


It will be that whoever will call on the name of the Lord will be saved.’


Acts 2:21





Those words are wasted if a person does not hear and believe them. If a person rejects those words, he also rejects that forgiveness and salvation.




Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. Those along the road are those who hear, then the devil comes, and takes away the word from their heart, that they may not believe and be saved.


Luke 8:11-12





Many people think that believing in Jesus, or believing Jesus, is a condition for salvation. Reason for that is for example John 3:16-21 and Acts 16:30-31. However, that is not what John says. He tells only that the one who believes, is saved, which does not necessary mean that it is a requirement.




For God didn’t send his Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world should be saved through him. He who believes in him is not judged. He who doesn’t believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the name of the one and only Son of God. This is the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the light; for their works were evil. For everyone who does evil hates the light, and doesn’t come to the light, lest his works would be exposed. But he who does the truth comes to the light, that his works may be revealed, that they have been done in God.”


John 3:16-21





Acts 16:30-31 says “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved“. That can be seen more as a requirement. And that is the common Christian teaching. However, it may be unclear, what is then to be believed, that Jesus is real, or what Jesus says. By what Jesus tells, it seems to be more about believing what he said, not about believing that he is real.




And leading them outside, he said, Sirs, what must I do that I may be saved? And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your household.


Acts 16:30-31


Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and don’t do the things which I say?


Luke 6:46





Jesus gave the right to forgive sins for his disciples. And by what he said, they can then decide whose sins they forgive and in what conditions. If disciples think that belief is required, then it is so. However, disciple of Jesus can forgive sins even without demanding that the person believes.




If you forgive anyone’s sins, they have been forgiven them. If you retain anyone’s sins, they have been retained.”


John 20:23





If a person forgives without conditions, some may think it is wrong and too loose. Therefore, it would be good to understand that forgiveness is like giving a new beginning. It does not mean person will then automatically also get the eternal life. When Jesus forgave, he said, sin no more. So, there must happen a change in a person, and he must reject wrong way, otherwise forgiveness is not useful. Even if the old sin would be off the count, the new sin would again lead to that which is the wage of sin. This is why there is no problem in forgiving easily. But it is very important to teach a good path for people and help them to become righteous so that they would not sin anymore.




“Neither do I condemn you. Go your way. From now on, sin no more.”


John 8:11





In terms of salvation, the essential thing in the Bible is the words of Jesus. The words of Jesus can bring a change in a person so that he becomes righteous. And that is important, because eternal life is promised only to righteous.



Always saved


When a person has been forgiven and thus saved from judgment, is a person always saved? Many think so. And it is true in the sense that the decision is not reversed when the sin is forgiven. It does not mean that you can then continue in sin.




Afterward Jesus found him in the temple, and said to him, “Behold, you are made well. Sin no more, so that nothing worse happens to you.”


John 5:14







She said, “No one, Lord.” Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn you. Go your way. From now on, sin no more.”


John 8:11





The idea is that a person renounces sin. And on the other hand, if a person doesn't give up sin, then maybe he does not even really repent and ask for forgiveness either. If a person returns to sin, the previous forgiveness no longer matters, because a new sin requires a new forgiveness. Fortunately, based on the Bible, God is merciful and forgives many times.




For if you turn again to Yahweh, your brothers and your children will find compassion before those who led them captive, and will come again into this land, because Yahweh your God is gracious and merciful, and will not turn away his face from you, if you return to him.”


2 Chr. 30:9


Yahweh is gracious and righteous. Yes, our God is merciful.


Ps. 116:5





It is also good to note, in the Bible eternal life is promised only to the righteous. Therefore, if after forgiveness one does not become righteous, forgiveness is not of much use. When a person learns that something is wrong, it would also be important to give it up.




These will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”


Matt. 25:46


Or don’t you know that the unrighteous will not inherit God’s Kingdom? Don’t be deceived. Neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor male prostitutes, nor homosexuals, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor slanderers, nor extortionists, will inherit God’s Kingdom.


1 Cor. 6:9-10





God is merciful, but the Bible does not support such a doctrine according to which one can commit sin and injustice without limits. Contrary to what some teach, it is possible for a saved person to turn away from God and return to unrighteousness.




For if we sin willfully after we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remains no more a sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful expectation of judgment, and a fierceness of fire which will devour the adversaries.


Heb. 10:26-27


For concerning those who were once enlightened and tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Spirit, and tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come, and then fell away, it is impossible to renew them again to repentance; seeing they crucify the Son of God for themselves again, and put him to open shame. For the land which has drunk the rain that comes often on it and produces a crop suitable for them for whose sake it is also tilled, receives blessing from God; but if it bears thorns and thistles, it is rejected and near being cursed, whose end is to be burned.


Heb. 6:4-8





So, there must be a change for the better in a person, otherwise forgiveness is useless. It gives a new start, but if you continue the wrong path again and endlessly do evil, the situation is as bad as before forgiveness. A change from wrong to right must take place in a person, and that is well described by Jesus' teaching about being born again.




“Most certainly I tell you, unless one is born of water and spirit, he can’t enter into God’s Kingdom. That which is born of the flesh is flesh. That which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Don’t marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born anew.’


John 3:5-7





There are two extreme schools of thought regarding salvation and eternal life. According to another, everything is saved indefinitely, and nothing matters. And the second school is stricter and immediately condemns to eternal fire for a small mistake. The matter is not quite so simple based on the Bible. Eternal life is promised in the Bible to the righteous. That's why it would be good if everyone learned what it is to be righteous.



The baptism of the Holy Spirit


In addition to water baptism, the Bible speaks of the baptism of the Holy Spirit. The baptism of the Holy Spirit is usually associated with water baptism. When a person is baptized as a disciple of Jesus, he can receive the Holy Spirit according to the Bible, as explained in the following paragraphs.




I indeed baptize you in water to repentance; but He who is coming after me is stronger than I, whose sandals I am not fit to carry. He will baptize you in the Holy Spirit and fire


Matt. 3:11


Peter said to them, “Repent, and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.


Acts 2:38


When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them and they spoke with other languages and prophesied.


Acts 19:5-6





Based on the Bible, water baptism alone does not automatically mean that a person has received the Holy Spirit. When a person is baptized with water to become a disciple of Jesus, they can pray that God will give the Holy Spirit.




who, when they had come down, prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy Spirit; for as yet he had fallen on none of them. They had only been baptized in the name of Christ Jesus. Then they laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.


Acts 8:15-17





A person is a disciple of Jesus, i.e. a Christian, when he has been baptized as Jesus taught and when he remains in the word of Jesus. It does not really require that the person has also been baptized with the Holy Spirit. However, the Bible promises the Holy Spirit to anyone who asks for it.




If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him?”


Luke 11:13





But how many really want it and how many know what it means? Unfortunately, it seems that today the matter is quite unknown and not wanted. However, it would be good if all Christians and others knew this.



Love for one another


There are many things in the Bible and about Christianity that people disagree about. There are also things in this book that not everyone may agree with. The Biblical ideal would be for Jesus' disciples to be unanimous.




I am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them through your name which you have given me, that they may be one, even as we are.


John 17:11


that they may all be one; even as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be one in us; that the world may believe that you sent me.


John 17:21


Now the God of perseverance and of encouragement grant you to be of the same mind with one another according to Christ Jesus,


Romans 15:5





It is understandable that people have different opinions, and it is not reasonable or good to try to force people to think the same way. But it would be good if things could always be discussed in a good spirit, in a friendly manner, giving good reasons so that everyone could learn something from it.




I say this to move you to shame. Isn’t there even one wise man among you who would be able to decide between his brothers? But brother goes to law with brother, and that before unbelievers! Therefore it is already altogether a defect in you, that you have lawsuits one with another. Why not rather be wronged? Why not rather be defrauded? No, but you yourselves do wrong and defraud, and that against your brothers.


1 Cor. 6:5-8





Unfortunately, consensus often seems to be far away. There can be many reasons for that, and many may actually be more interested in something else than conforming to the mind of Jesus. However, those who want to be Jesus' disciples would do well to remember the command that Jesus gave to his disciples.




A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”


John 13:34-35





Every disciple of Jesus would do well to think about who he is following. The purpose is not to follow any other disciple, but to follow Jesus, if you are a disciple of Jesus. Even if the other person doesn't think exactly the same as you, the essential thing is whether the person is on Jesus' side or against Jesus. If the other person is for Jesus and you are for Jesus, then you are on the same side.




John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone who doesn’t follow us casting out demons in your name; and we forbade him, because he doesn’t follow us.” But Jesus said, “Don’t forbid him, for there is no one who will do a mighty work in my name, and be able quickly to speak evil of me. For whoever is not against us is on our side.


Mark 9:38-40


He who is not with me is against me, and he who doesn’t gather with me, scatters.


Matt. 12:30






The wrongs of Christians


If you consider that Jesus told us to love even our enemies, it is strange and sad that so much injustice has been done in the name of Christianity.




But I tell you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who mistreat you and persecute you, that you may be children of your Father who is in heaven. For he makes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the just and the unjust.


Matt. 5:44-45





And atheists often like to point out those wrongs. It may seem offensive to a Christian. However, you shouldn't be upset about it, it's good if the wrongs are brought to light and then hopefully people will act better in the future. The fact that atheists notice that wrong things are wrong is actually a great thing, it shows that they have at least on some level a good understanding of what is right and wrong.


Bringing up wrongs should not be a problem for Christians. But, of course, it is wrong if innocent people are labelled as guilty because of some wrong actions of other people. Or if the wrong actions of some people are blamed for a doctrine that does not call for doing those wrong actions. It is certainly possible that certain actions can be expected from a certain group of people, but generalization should be avoided.


Christianity is blamed for many wrongs that people have done. It would be good to at least separate what is a person's own solution and what comes from religion or related doctrine. If the religion does not urge to do wrong, the wrong action is not the religion's fault.


It would be good for Christians to also remember not to do the same with e.g. Muslims or atheists. You can discuss whether an act or doctrine is wrong, but generalizing and blaming everyone is not useful. And in the case of atheism, you can't even talk about a doctrine, because according to the current general understanding, atheism is just a lack of faith. Of course, lack of faith can enable many wrong actions if for example, a person does not believe in God who says, "don't kill". Still, in atheism itself, there is no doctrine that would urge you to act in a certain way.


A different question then is whether an act is really wrong. But, if a person does something wrong, it is worth looking carefully at whether the act comes from some doctrine or is a personal choice. If someone makes a personal choice, it should not be generalized to the whole group. And if the wrongness comes from the doctrine, it would be good to tell others why it is wrong.


When you hear an accusation against Christianity or Christians, it's good to think about whether the accusation is justified. If it's a valid accusation, it's worth acknowledging that it is so, and do better in the future. If not justified, then it would be good to tell why the accusation is false.



Hypocrisy


One of the faults of some Christians, which is worth pointing out, is hypocrisy. Jesus himself warned his disciples about hypocrisy, i.e. yeast of the Pharisees, which many of the Pharisees of that time were guilty of. Sadly, the same problem seems to plague many so-called Christians today.




Beware of the yeast of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.


Luke 12:1


Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint, dill, and cumin, and have left undone the weightier matters of the law: justice, mercy, and faith. But you ought to have done these, and not to have left the other undone. You blind guides, who strain out a gnat, and swallow a camel! “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you clean the outside of the cup and of the platter, but within they are full of extortion and unrighteousness. You blind Pharisee, first clean the inside of the cup and of the platter, that its outside may become clean also. “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitened tombs, which outwardly appear beautiful, but inwardly are full of dead men’s bones and of all uncleanness. Even so you also outwardly appear righteous to men, but inwardly you are full of hypocrisy and iniquity.


Matt. 23:23-28





Perhaps the clearest example of modern hypocrisy is when a person calls himself a Christian or a believer but does not really believe or even know what Jesus or God said.




Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and don’t do the things which I say?


Luke 6:46


Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, but he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.


Matt. 7:21





Too often Christians present themselves as good believers and yet act contrary to Jesus' teaching or invalidate Jesus' words with their own teachings. And too often it seems that outlook becomes more important than what the persons innermost is.


But it is also the case that it is easier to judge others than oneself. It is understandable that people make mistakes and fortunately many things can be forgiven. It would be great if Christians would primarily try to see if they themselves are on the right path, before judging others.




Why do you see the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but don’t consider the beam that is in your own eye? Or how will you tell your brother, ‘Let me remove the speck from your eye,’ and behold, the beam is in your own eye? You hypocrite! First remove the beam out of your own eye, and then you can see clearly to remove the speck out of your brother’s eye.


Matt. 7:3-5





To pretend to know, could perhaps also be considered as one form of hypocrisy. It would be good to always stick to the truth and remember that it's not bad to confess if you don't know or understand something. If you present something else, it is bad and can easily lead to even worse misdirection.



A born-anew child of God


Often the discussion about who is really a Christian leads to the claim that only the born again are genuine, others are not. It is good to remember, according to the Bible, a Christian is a disciple of Jesus. And the disciples of Jesus are those who have been baptized as Jesus taught and remain in the word of Jesus. The definition of a Christian does not directly speak of being born again. However, Jesus himself speaks that people should be born again.




Jesus answered him, “Most certainly, I tell you, unless one is born anew, he can’t see God’s Kingdom.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb, and be born?” Jesus answered, “Most certainly I tell you, unless one is born of water and spirit, he can’t enter into God’s Kingdom. That which is born of the flesh is flesh. That which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Don’t marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born anew.’


John 3:3-7





The idea of being born anew is therefore strongly connected to Christianity. And that is something to pursue based on Jesus' words. It can be difficult for a person to recognize who is really born again, and it is not useful to argue about who is and who is not. However, it would be good for every Christian to know how to be born again and what it means.




But as many as received him, to them he gave the right to become God’s children, to those who believe in his name: who were born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.


John 1:12-13


It is the spirit who gives life. The flesh profits nothing. The words that I speak to you are spirit, and are life.


John 6:63





To born anew can happen through the words that Jesus proclaimed. Through those words, a change can take place in a person, after which the person is a child of God. And, when a person is a child of God, it also means that he is righteous.




He who does righteousness is righteous, even as he is righteous. He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. To this end the Son of God was revealed: that he might destroy the works of the devil. Whoever is born of God doesn’t commit sin, because his seed remains in him, and he can’t sin, because he is born of God. In this the children of God are revealed, and the children of the devil. Whoever doesn’t do righteousness is not of God, neither is he who doesn’t love his brother.


1 John 3:7-10





If, and when that change happens in a person, then the revelation of the book of Jeremiah about God's new covenant, in which God's law will be written in the person's mind, can be seen coming true.




“For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel. After those days,” says the Lord; “I will put my laws into their mind, I will also write them on their heart. I will be their God, and they will be my people.


They will not teach every man his fellow citizen, and every man his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for all will know me, from their least to their greatest. For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness. I will remember their sins and lawless deeds no more.


Heb. 8:10-12 (Jer. 31:31-34)






Cross


Today, the symbol of Christianity and Christians is generally the cross. Many think it is due to the crucifixion of Jesus. Maybe for some it is a reason to keep the cross, as a reminder of what Jesus did and endured. However, there is also another possible, perhaps less well-known reason for this that can be found from Matthew 16:24.




Then Jesus said to his disciples, “If anyone desires to come after me, let him deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me.


Matt. 16:24





Words of Jesus, take up own cross and follow, can perhaps be understood as saying that he is urging his followers to take their burdens, bear their own responsibility and do their own work. The cross might be a symbol for that, and it would be great if it is so. But the problem with a symbol can be that it becomes the main purpose and something bigger than what it originally symbolized. It would be more important to live according to the teachings of Jesus than to just carry a symbol.



A Jew


It is debatable what the correct definition of a Jew is. But, based on the New Testament, Christians are Jews, they have been grafted into Israel. The determination is not based on ordinary circumcision, but on circumcision of heart.




If therefore the uncircumcised keep the ordinances of the law, won’t his uncircumcision be accounted as circumcision? Won’t the uncircumcision which is by nature, if it fulfills the law, judge you, who with the letter and circumcision are a transgressor of the law? For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, neither is that circumcision which is outward in the flesh; but he is a Jew who is one inwardly, and circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit not in the letter; whose praise is not from men, but from God.


Romans 2:26-29





Not everyone may agree with this definition, but according to Paul's teaching, a Christian can be called a Jew when he fulfils the law. This is why it is strange how many Christians are, or have been, anti-Jewish, or anti-law. That makes no sense in the light of the New Testament.




But if some of the branches were broken off, and you, being a wild olive, were grafted in among them and became partaker with them of the root and of the richness of the olive tree, don’t boast over the branches. But if you boast, it is not you who support the root, but the root supports you. You will say then, “Branches were broken off, that I might be grafted in.” True; by their unbelief they were broken off, and you stand by your faith. Don’t be conceited, but fear; for if God didn’t spare the natural branches, neither will he spare you.


Romans 11:17-21






Congregation


Jesus founded congregation, a church, made up of his disciples. Originally, the congregation was built upon Peter and later expanded from there around the world.




I also tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my assembly, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it.


Matt. 16:18





The bigger the congregation grew, the more the need for various service jobs arose. Paul probably therefore felt it necessary to give instructions on what kind of church servants should be.




This is a faithful saying: someone who seeks to be an overseer desires a good work. The overseer therefore must be without reproach, the husband of one wife, temperate, sensible, modest, hospitable, good at teaching; not a drinker, not violent, not greedy for money, but gentle, not quarrelsome, not covetous; one who rules his own house well, having children in subjection with all reverence; not a new convert, lest being puffed up he fall into the same condemnation as the devil. Moreover he must have good testimony from those who are outside, to avoid falling into reproach and the snare of the devil. Servants, in the same way, must be reverent, not double-tongued, not addicted to much wine, not greedy for money, holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience. Let them also first be tested; then let them serve if they are blameless. Their wives in the same way must be reverent, not slanderers, temperate, and faithful in all things. Let servants be husbands of one wife, ruling their children and their own houses well.


1 Tim. 3:1-12





Hierarchy and positions of power began to form in the congregation early on. The starting point was quite good, when the idea was that the task is to serve the congregation. Unfortunately, it easily turns upside down and the church servant becomes the leader and ends up being the one the parishioners serve.


In the beginning, the congregation also had common funds. Everyone gave their property for common use. It wasn't mandatory, but many wanted to do it so that everyone would have enough of everything they needed.




All who believed were together, and had all things in common. They sold their possessions and goods, and distributed them to all, according as anyone had need. Day by day, continuing steadfastly with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread at home, they took their food with gladness and singleness of heart, praising God, and having favor with all the people. The Lord added to the assembly day by day those who were being saved.


Acts 2:44-47


Let each man give according as he has determined in his heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.


2 Cor. 9:7





Service tasks and sharing property for the benefit of all were good things at first. However, the problem is that when a lot of power and money accumulates to some position, it also attracts those who crave power and money. It is not good when the motive, instead of serving others, is to increase one's own power and wealth. Unfortunately, power corrupts easily.


It seems that money and power attract people who are not faithful to Jesus. And those who are there for money and power have no motive to tell what Jesus said because it would condemn them. That leads to many problems, because if the disciples are not told what Jesus said, the risk of getting lost is high.




Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are ravening wolves. By their fruits you will know them. Do you gather grapes from thorns or figs from thistles? Even so, every good tree produces good fruit, but the corrupt tree produces evil fruit. A good tree can’t produce evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree produce good fruit. Every tree that doesn’t grow good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. Therefore by their fruits you will know them. “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, but he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.


Matt. 7:15-21





Already in Paul's letters, it is revealed how the church slowly began to disintegrate, disputes and factions arose. Nowadays, there are many different and non-uniform disputing groups, which arouses a mixture of amusement and wonder in many atheists. And it is understandable, if Christianity is scattered in countless different directions, how do you know what is right?




I say this to move you to shame. Isn’t there even one wise man among you who would be able to decide between his brothers? But brother goes to law with brother, and that before unbelievers! Therefore it is already altogether a defect in you, that you have lawsuits one with another. Why not rather be wronged? Why not rather be defrauded? No, but you yourselves do wrong and defraud, and that against your brothers.


1 Cor. 6:5-8


For first of all, when you come together in the assembly, I hear that divisions exist among you, and I partly believe it. For there also must be factions among you, that those who are approved may be revealed among you.


1 Cor. 11:18-19


For it has been reported to me concerning you, my brothers, by those who are from Chloe’s household, that there are contentions among you. Now I mean this, that each one of you says, “I follow Paul,” “I follow Apollos,” “I follow Cephas,” and, “I follow Christ.” Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized into the name of Paul?


1 Cor. 1:11-13





Paul already showed at his time that it is about following Jesus, not Paul or some other teacher. Jesus is the head of the church. Jesus' disciples are those who are loyal to Jesus and act according to Jesus' teachings. It would be good to remember this even today. If you are a disciple of Jesus, stay loyal to him.




For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the assembly, being himself the savior of the body. Eph. 5:23





If disciples are loyal to Jesus, they have one and the same doctrine, in which case they are also one as Jesus taught. The division of the church is because people have replaced the words of Jesus with some other teachings. It is impossible to be the same as Jesus wished, if everyone follows their own teachings, instead of the teachings of Jesus.




I am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them through your name which you have given me, that they may be one, even as we are. John 17:11


that they may all be one; even as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be one in us; that the world may believe that you sent me.


John 17:21





Jesus also taught that his disciples are recognized from love for each other. If you look at quarrelsome churches where people hate each other, you can't avoid the thought that they are not disciples of Jesus.




A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”


John 13:34-35





So, if you ask, which is the right church, Catholic, Lutheran, Pentecostal... ...it's worth thinking about which one is faithful to Jesus. The church that is faithful to Jesus is the true church of Jesus, and they are one with all those who consider Jesus as their king and abide in the word of Jesus. A person who abides in the word of Jesus does not quarrel with another who also abides in the word of Jesus. Disputes and sects arise when people add their own to the words of Jesus.










JESUS



Son of man


When a Christian means a disciple of Jesus, the question naturally arises as to who Jesus is. There are many different ideas about who or what Jesus is. Even Christians do not agree on the matter, which undoubtedly causes a lot of problems in conveying Jesus' message.


The simplest is if you stick to what the Bible says about Jesus. Then you can avoid having to defend unnecessary manmade doctrines that do not have a proper foundation in the Bible.


When we look at what the Bible says about Jesus, one significant point is that he is called the son of man. This is of course logical, because according to the Bible, Mary, a human being, gave birth to Jesus.




Behold, you will conceive in your womb and give birth to a son, and shall name him ‘Jesus.’ He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever. There will be no end to his Kingdom.”


Luke 1:31-33





Does the son of man mean that Jesus is a man, one might ask. It may be that the matter is open to interpretation. That's why it's worth studying what else Bible says about Jesus. Bible usually explains well what it means by something and usually confirms the things that have been said in several passages. Jesus is said to be a human being several times in the Bible, so it is easy to think that it is the correct understanding of the matter, and not a false interpretation.




For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus,


1 Tim. 2:5





But was Jesus the son of David? Based on Jesus' own words, he is not son of David, because Jesus says David calls Jesus his lord.




Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them a question, saying, “What do you think of the Christ? Whose son is he?” They said to him, “Of David.” He said to them, “How then does David in the Spirit call him Lord, saying, ‘The Lord said to my Lord, sit on my right hand, until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet’? “If then David calls him Lord, how is he his son?”


Matt. 22:41-45 (Ps. 110:1)






Archangel?


Some believe that Jesus is the archangel Michael because there are passages in the Bible that seem to fit Jesus and Michael. The reason that doesn't seem to be the correct interpretation is that according to the Bible, Jesus is a man. Furthermore, the Bible says that Jesus is higher than the angels.




having become so much better than the angels, as he has inherited a more excellent name than they have. For to which of the angels did he say at any time, "You are my Son, Today have I become your father?" and again, "I will be to him a Father, And he will be to me a Son?" Again, when he brings in the firstborn into the world he says, "Let all the angels of God worship him." Of the angels he says, "Who makes his angels winds, And his servants a flame of fire." but of the Son he says, "Your throne, O God, is forever and ever; The scepter of uprightness is the scepter of your Kingdom.


Heb. 1:4-8





That passage of the Bible also says, "God, your throne will last forever and ever." Many people think that Jesus is the God based on that. That passage of the Bible refers to the Psalms and in order to understand it correctly, it is good to know a little more about what is said in the Psalms. It tells about many gods and calls the sons of God gods. According to the Bible, Jesus is the son of God, and if the sons of God have been called gods, it is understandable if Jesus is called a god in the same way. However, the passage also shows that those gods are not like the one true God, for example because they die like men.




You have loved righteousness, and hated wickedness. Therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness above your fellows.


Ps. 45:7


I said, “You are gods, all of you are sons of the Most High. Nevertheless you shall die like men, and fall like one of the rulers.”


Ps. 82:6-7






Son of God


Based on the previous chapters, Jesus is a human. However, according to the Bible, Jesus is also the son of God. And in the Bible Jesus is called the son of God because he was born under the influence of the Holy Spirit.




Behold, you will conceive in your womb and give birth to a son, and shall name him ‘Jesus.’ He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever. There will be no end to his Kingdom.” Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, seeing I am a virgin?" The angel answered her, "The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. Therefore also the holy one who is born from you will be called the Son of God.


Luke 1:31-33





Many may then ask, is Jesus also God? According to the Bible and Jesus' own words in it, there is only one true God who is greater than Jesus. Based on those words, Jesus would not be the one and only true God himself.




This is eternal life, that they should know you, the only true God, and him whom you sent, Jesus Christ.


John 17:3


… the Father is greater than I.


John 14:28





It is also good to notice that in the Bible many are called sons or children of God. If it meant that the person is therefore also a God himself, there would be many Gods.




I said, “You are gods, all of you are sons of the Most High. Nevertheless you shall die like men, and fall like one of the rulers.” Ps. 82:6-7


Jesus answered them, “Isn’t it written in your law, ‘I said, you are gods?’ If he called them gods, to whom the word of God came (and the Scripture can’t be broken), do you say of him whom the Father sanctified and sent into the world, ‘You blaspheme,’ because I said, ‘I am the Son of God?’ If I don’t do the works of my Father, don’t believe me. But if I do them, though you don’t believe me, believe the works, that you may know and believe that the Father is in me, and I in the Father.”


John 10:34-38


Now on the day when God’s sons came to present themselves before Yahweh,[a] Satan also came among them.


Job 1:6


When men began to multiply on the surface of the ground, and daughters were born to them, God’s sons saw that men’s daughters were beautiful, and they took any that they wanted for themselves as wives.


Gen. 6:1-2


But as many as received him, to them he gave the right to become God’s children, to those who believe in his name: who were born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.


John 1:12-13





How is Jesus different from those other sons of God? The difference is in the way of birth. Jesus is the only begotten son of God, only one who was born like Jesus from a woman, by the influence of Holy Spirit.




For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that everyone believing into Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.


John 3:16





Disciples of Jesus can also be called God's children when they are born again, as the Bible teaches. However, Jesus' disciples are not God or gods. Being called a child of God does not mean that the person is also true God himself, for example because Bible tells there is only one true God. Anyone who is righteous and works righteousness can be considered a child of God.




He who does righteousness is righteous, even as he is righteous. He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. To this end the Son of God was revealed: that he might destroy the works of the devil. Whoever is born of God doesn’t commit sin, because his seed remains in him, and he can’t sin, because he is born of God. In this the children of God are revealed, and the children of the devil. Whoever doesn’t do righteousness is not of God, neither is he who doesn’t love his brother.


1 John 3:7-10






Image of God


Many people believe that Jesus is God still, even though Jesus himself does not teach so. One of the reasons for this is the passage in the Bible, according to which if you have seen Jesus, you have seen God.




Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you such a long time, and do you not know me, Philip? He who has seen me has seen the Father. How do you say, ‘Show us the Father?’ Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? The words that I tell you, I speak not from myself; but the Father who lives in me does his works. Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father in me; or else believe me for the very works’ sake.


John 14:9-11





Is this a contradiction when Jesus says there is only one true God who is greater than him? No, because it does not say that Jesus is the true God. But how can you see God if you see Jesus? The matter could be explained by the fact that Jesus did God's works, and God was therefore visible in the way Jesus acted.




I can of myself do nothing. As I hear, I judge, and my judgment is righteous; because I don’t seek my own will, but the will of my Father who sent me.


John 5:30





Other way to understand this is that according to the Bible, Jesus is the image of God. That is why it is possible to see Jesus and God at the same time.




… He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by him all things were created in the heavens and on the earth, visible things and invisible things, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things have been created through him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all things are held together.


Col. 1:14-16






One with God


The Bible says that God and Jesus are one. This is interpreted by many to mean that they are the same and that Jesus is the God.




I and the Father are one.


John 10:30





Is the interpretation correct, especially given the previous passages that say otherwise? In this case too, it helps when you study the entirety of the Bible. Jesus says that his disciples should also be one with God.




I am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them through your name which you have given me, that they may be one, even as we are.


John 17:11


that they may all be one; even as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be one in us; that the world may believe that you sent me.


John 17:21





If being one with God means that the person is also then the God, then also disciples of Jesus would be the God. And fortunately, everyone probably understands that Christians are not the God, or Gods. Because the Bible says that there is only one true God, being one with the God means something else than being the God. One way to understand it is that God, Jesus, and his disciples have the same will and do the same actions.




Jesus therefore answered them, “Most certainly, I tell you, the Son can do nothing of himself, but what he sees the Father doing. For whatever things he does, these the Son also does likewise.


John 5:19


Jesus therefore said to them, “When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am he, and I do nothing of myself, but as my Father taught me, I say these things. He who sent me is with me. The Father hasn’t left me alone, for I always do the things that are pleasing to him.”


John 8:28-29


Most certainly I tell you, he who believes in me, the works that I do, he will do also; and he will do greater works than these, because I am going to my Father.


John 14:12
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