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Preface


Joachim Raff composed the ‘Air suisse’ early in 1844, a year that found him making life-altering decisions about his future. In 1840, at the age of eighteen, he had been appointed teacher at the Upper Primary School in the Swiss lakeside town of Rapperswil, but after four uneventful years working at the institution, the composer felt that teaching was not his primary goal in life.


The break came in 1844 when he was persuaded by some friends to send a selection of his compositions to Mendelssohn. Although Raff had suggested he might give up his teaching job, it was Mendelssohn who acted as the spur to Raff’s ambition, who heaped praise on Raff’s compositional ability, who recommended him to the publishers Breitkopf & Härtel and who advised him to quit teaching for his true calling. In the face of criticism from his family and wider circle of colleagues, Raff abandoned the teaching post and headed to Zürich where he immersed himself body and soul in the life of a composer. The route to success proved to be a somewhat winding road for the young man but his meeting with Liszt in 1844 had as much an impact on Raff’s decision to pursue his ambitions as the encouragement of Mendelssohn. All this was a far cry from the life he would have led as a primary school teacher.
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