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Xiaomeng didn't know where she
was, or how long she was already in this thick forest area.
Desperation spread in her, tears ran over her cheeks, even if they
slowly dried up. Too often she had already cried during the last
hours, what also became visible in her dirty face. Small lines had
been formed under her brown eyes between the mud, which covered
partly her cheeks and nose. She missed her parents so much. The
nine-year-old girl didn't know where they were, but they would look
for her.



A noise let her listen
attentively. The rustle of sheets. As if somebody went on it. Her
heart started to beat faster, as fast as she noted that she had
gone too far away from her parents, when she followed her game
ball, which had rolled into the wood. The idea of your father is
good, her mother had said. He wanted to spend the free days with
his family and give an understanding of the nature to them. That
was the reason, why they had to come here. He liked the nature,
what was maybe due to the fact that he grew up in the countryside,
until her father moved to the city, because of work. At the
beginning, Xiaomeng was happy about this excursion, but for some
hours (in any case, it seemed to her) this joy had vanished and had
given way to the fear. Her game ball was only the beginning. An
animal, what was unknown to the girl, had attracted her attention,
and, still frivolous, but also curious as she was, she ran behind
it, but lost it out of sight after some time. Suddenly, she was
found herself in an unknown area. Density trees, which seemed to
rise endlessly into the sky and spread out in all directions. The
small girl didn't know how long she had wandered around, until she
sat down on the ground, because of desperation.
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