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Foreword


In my opinion, traditional guidebooks have at least two weaknesses: They get outdated very fast and they include reviews of all sorts of attractions, whether you need it or don’t. Google’s travel suggestions are based on the most popular sights – but what if you as a traveler are not interested in going with the flow and experiencing all the mainstream stuff? What if travel journalists, youtubers and bloggers really don’t know what they are talking about? This is not a traditional guidebook to the capital of Denmark. It acknowledges the Internet as a huge and useful ressource of information. Instead of focusing on the mainstream topics, it supplements well-known insight with the less popular sights and the least elaborated issues. Who knows? Maybe the less exposed sights turn out to be the ones you find truly interesting.


This book is an independent publication without any commercial benefits or sponsors involved or. You will not find any fancy maps or lists of top 10 most popular sights or restaurant reviews. Most basic facts you will find on the web, for instance bucket lists of this and that. Therefore, this guidebook either supplements these facts or provides you with additional knowledge from either Danish websites or my own experiences from living in the Greater Copenhagen area 2006-2018. Furthermore, I have been going to Copenhagen frequently since the mid-80s, spending my childhood in Hørsholm, north of Copenhagen. Being a student in the Greater Copenhagen area at the turn of the century, I humbly claim to have a thorough knowledge on the subject.


This is an attempt of making a useful as well as funny guidebook. Should you find any sections or issues worth a comment, I should be more than grateful to receive suggestions as to how to improve this guidebook.


Eckhart Oehlens, May 2020




How to use this guidebook


The section on Background information provides you with basic knowledge as well as curious facts whether you are planning a visit or not.


Words written in bold refer to Wikipedia-articles in English.


When even this fails to enlighten you sufficiently, I have elaborated on specific issues. Words in italics refer to names of places. For further visual investigations, I recommend Google Maps, Google Streetview and Youtube.


A Different Approach


The concept of this book is based on the thesis that gaining knowledge is easier when facts are presented in a curious way.


Trivia is one thing, why not focus on what the inhabitants of Copenhagen have talked about through the years? Why not learn about their own favourite parks, eateries and events? Why not take it even further and focus on taboos and what Copenhageners disapprove of regarding their own city? By doing so, one gains a unique insight of the true spirit of the city.
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Why choose Copenhagen?




	What does the city offer in comparison to the rest of Denmark?


	How are tourists treated by locals?


	What is so unique about the city centre?


	What characterizes the surrounding districts?


	How does the city compare to Swedish cities?


	What kinds of atmosphere are the different districts known for?


	What about parks and recreational areas?


	What characterizes Copenhageners in general?


	What alternative concepts derived from the city?


	In what ways is the city thriving?


	In what ways is the city said to be a balanced city?


	What characterizes the food scene?


	What brands of fashion design, arts and crafts is the city known for, and what architectural masterpieces – and eyesores – are worth mentioning?





Find the answers in the section: ‘Before you go’.


Definitions


In this guidebook, the term Copenhagen refers to the municipalities of Copenhagen and Frederiksberg (concerning history and sights).


When referring to businesses and celebrities, the Greater Copenhagen area is included, for instance: The Copenhagen Airport, situated in Tårnby Municipality, a singer born in suburban Kongens Lyngby, an actress born in Gladsaxe and bands from Gentofte Municipality.




Background information


Let’s start with some funny facts – or did you know?


Funny facts (geography):




	The original name Havn (Latin: Hafnia) translates into ‘Harbour’.


	The name København derives from ‘Købmænde-nes Havn’ which translates into ‘The Merchants’ Harbour’.


	The city is situated far to the east in the Kingdom of Denmark. Why? Read about it in the history section.


	It is situated on the same degree of longitude as San Marino, Rome and Yaoundé, Cameroon.


	It is situated on the same degree of latitude as Moscow, Glasgow, Schefferville (Quebec) and the Alaska Peninsula.


	It is by far the largest city in Denmark, with a population 4.7 times bigger than the second largest city, Aarhus.


	Some 22% of the population of Denmark live in Copenhagen or the Greater Copenhagen area.


	Around 50% living in the built-up Copenhagen area live in the suburban municipalities.


	The city itself (municipality) occupies 31% of the urban area.


	
Frederiksberg Municipality is surrounded by Copenhagen Municipality. It is the geographical centre of Copenhagen. The eastern city boundary is less than one km from the Copenhagen city centre, Rådhuspladsen (= Copenhagen City Hall Square).


	
Amager Strandpark consists of a 2 km long artificial island with 4.6 km of sandy beach.





Funny facts (infrastructure):




	Road signs, bus shelters and street furniture in the Frederiksberg Municipality are dark green, while those in the Copenhagen Municipality are dark blue.


	In 2001, nearly 3 million vehicles crossed the Øresund Bridge. In 2018, the number increased to 7.5 million. Since the opening of the Øresund bridge and tunnel, thousands of Swedes have either moved to and/or work in Copenhagen.


	The artificial island between the Øresund tunnel and bridge is called Peberholm, as in ‘pepper’, since a natural island nearby is named Saltholm.


	There is no eastern ring road.


	There is no long-distance bus terminal. Most busses depart from Ingerslevsgade, south-west of the central station. Passengers must cross a busy bicycle lane.


	
Copenhagen Airport, Kastrup is the largest airport in the Nordic countries (with 30.3 million passengers in 2018, of which only 1.6 million were domestic).


	In 2017, some 850,000 cruise passengers visited the city.


	Until 2002, there was only one underground railway tunnel through the city and one underground station.


	When the Copenhagen Metro opened in 2002 it consisted of only 11 stations.


	Today’s Cityringen (= City Circle Line, M3) runs only a few metres underneath the Magasin du Nord department store.


	Frederiksberg metro station is the only station in Copenhagen with a building on top of it.


	
Gammel Strand was long thought to be situated where the coastline was until the 11th century. However, archeological finds show that the beach at that time was located considerably further inland.


	A direct connection to the opera house has never been agreed upon, so visitors either have to take a 1.6 km walk from Kongens Nytorv across the Inderhavnsbroen, a harbour bus or a 3.5 km detour by bus or car.


	The widest bicycle path in the city is the one on Dybbølsbro (bridge), connecting the Vesterbro district with the Fisketorvet shopping mall.





Funny facts (sights):




	The royal palace, Amalienborg, is not a palace as such. It consists of four almost identical buildings that were originally built for four noble families in the 1750s.


	Amalienborg became the permanent residence for the royal family in 1920.


	The columns in the southern end of the Amalienborg Slotsplads (square) are hollow.


	It took 145 years to build the Frederiks Kirke (= Frederik’s Church).


	The Disneyland amusement park in California was inspired by the Tivoli Gardens. When Walt Disney visited the Danish capital city in 1951, he was inspired by the “Tivoli lights”, in particular.


	The Tivoli Gardens often feel crowded for a reason: The area occupies only 0.08 square km.


	The Copenhagen City Hall was the tallest building in the city 1905-1928.


	
Freetown Christiania is considered the 2nd largest tourist attraction in the city, although the number of tourists visiting the sight is an estimate, as the attraction is not included in official statistics.


	
The Tivoli Hotel at Kalvebod Brygge was originally intended to be built in the north-eastern corner of the amusement park. However, the project was turned down by the city council due to the height of the building as well as its proximity to the City Hall.


	
The Little Mermaid (statue) has twice had her head cut off, has once been blown up and has been vandalized on several other occasions.


	In 2010, the statue was lent to and shipped all the way to Shanghai, China, for the World Expo. 52% of Copenhageners were against the decision.


	
Amager Bakke has the highest climbing wall in the country as well as the longest artificial ski slope.





Funny facts (culture):




	the Opera House was a gift from Mærsk Mc-Kinney Møller and his wife.


	
Queen Margrethe II has several times designed costumes for shows in the Tivoli Gardens.



	the concert hall at DR Byen (Koncerthuset) was the second most expensive of its kind world-wide when inaugurated. Budget was overrun by 250%. It was only surpassed by the Walt Disney Concert Hall in Los Angeles.


	The Dyrehavsbakken amusement park is the oldest existing amusement park in the world.


	The gray Public Records brick building without any windows at Carsten Niebuhrs Gade was originally planned to be situated near DR Byen metro station as an iconic architectural masterpiece by Behnisch, Behnisch and Partners. Eventually, the project was scaled down and relocated due to political reasons.


	
Nordic-noir crime tv-series The Bridge stars Danish as well as Swedish actors who speak their native tongue among each other. In real life, most Danes and Swedes find it difficult to understand each other - except in writing.


	British tv detective drama Midsomer Murders episode 100 was filmed on location in the Greater Copenhagen area as well as in the U.K. ‘The Danish countryside church’ is in fact Nivå Kirke (church) in North Zealand.


	The Hans Christian Andersen Tribute Show in 2005, celebrating the storyteller’s 200 years birthday, took place in the Parken Stadium. State fundings of DKK 150 million financed – among other things – a DKK 5.8 million 10-minute-performance by Tina Turner.





Funny facts (science):




	The Mærsk Tower was a gift from the A.P. Møller Foundation that financed half of the costs, including DKK 125 million for the interior.


	Two buildings in Copenhagen are named after scientist Niels Bohr (1885-1962): The Bohrs Tårn (residential) and the Niels Bohr Bygningen (a part of Copenhagen University).


	The process of pasteurisation was invented by Carlsberg Breweries around 1860. Another Carlsberg employee, Emil Christian Hansen, discovered the propagation of yeast – Saccharomyces Carlsbergensis – in the 1870s.


	The dry cell battery was invented by Wilhelm Hellesen in 1876-77.


	The telegraphone was invented by Valdemar Poulsen in 1898.


	The colostomy bag was invented by Elise Sørensen in 1953.


	A landmine plant, called RedDetect, was invented by Carsten Meier in 2001.


	
The hydrogen tablet was invented by Claus Hviid Christensen in 2005.
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