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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Beyoncé Giselle Knowles-Carter ( born September 4, 1981) is an American singer, songwriter and actress. Born and raised in Houston, Texas, she performed in various singing and dancing competitions as a child and rose to fame in the late 1990s as lead singer of R&B girl-group Destiny's Child. Managed by her father, Mathew Knowles, the group became one of the world's best-selling girl groups of all time. Their hiatus saw Beyoncé's theatrical film debut in Austin Powers in Goldmember (2002) and the release of her debut album, Dangerously in Love (2003), which established her as a solo artist worldwide, earned five Grammy Awards and featured the Billboard Hot 100 number-one singles "Crazy in Love" and "Baby Boy". This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 913 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Kourtney Mary Kardashian (born April 18, 1979) is an American television personality, socialite, businesswoman and model. In 2007, she and her family were picked to star in the reality television series Keeping Up with the Kardashians. Its success led to the creation of spin-offs including Kourtney and Khloé Take Miami and Kourtney and Kim Take New York. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 102 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Adele Laurie Blue Adkins MBE ( born 5 May 1988) is an English singer-songwriter. After graduating from the BRIT School for Performing Arts and Technology in 2006, Adele was given a recording contract by XL Recordings after a friend posted her demo on Myspace the same year. In 2007, she received the Brit Awards "Critics' Choice" award and won the BBC Sound of 2008 poll. Her debut album, 19, was released in 2008 to commercial and critical success. It is certified seven times platinum in the UK, and three times platinum in the US. The album contains her first song, "Hometown Glory", written when she was 16, which is based on her home suburb of West Norwood in London. An appearance she made on Saturday Night Live in late 2008 boosted her career in the US. At the 51st Grammy Awards in 2009, Adele received the awards for Best New Artist and Best Female Pop Vocal Performance. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 998 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Selena Marie Gomez ( sə-LEE-nə mə-REE GOH-mez; Spanish pronunciation: ; born July 22, 1992) is an American actress and singer. Having appeared as a child in the children's television series Barney & Friends, Gomez rose to fame as the leading role in the Disney Channel series Wizards of Waverly Place (2007–12). Due to the success of the series, Gomez worked on various films, television shows, and musical collaborations for the network in the following years. Gomez also formed her own production company in 2008, titled July Moon Productions; she serves as an executive producer on the Netflix original series 13 Reasons Why, which released in March 2017. She signed a recording contract with Hollywood Records in 2008 and subsequently formed her band Selena Gomez & the Scene the following year. The band released three studio albums and produced four top 30 singles by 2011. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 281 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Eric Lynn Wright (September 7, 1964 – March 26, 1995), better known by his stage name Eazy-E, was an American rapper who performed solo and in the hip hop group N.W.A. Wright is affectionately called "The Godfather of Gangsta rap". He was born to Richard and Kathie Wright in Compton, California. After dropping out of high school in the tenth grade, he supported himself primarily by selling drugs before founding Ruthless Records and becoming a rapper. Arabian Prince, Eazy-E, Dr. Dre and Ice Cube formed N.W.A. After DJ Yella and MC Ren joined the group, N.W.A released their debut single Panic Zone. In 1988, they released their most controversial album, Straight Outta Compton. The group released two more albums and then disbanded after Eazy released Dr. Dre from his contract. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 154 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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Lemonade (Beyoncé album)





Lemonade is the sixth studio album by American singer Beyoncé. It was released on April 23, 2016, by Parkwood Entertainment and distributed through Columbia Records. The record is Beyoncé's second "visual album", following her eponymous 2013 record, and a concept album according to official description: "a conceptual project based on every woman’s journey of self knowledge and healing".[2] While its predecessor featured individual music videos for each track, Lemonade was accompanied upon its release by a one-hour film aired on HBO. Primarily an R&B album, Lemonade encompasses a variety of genres[image: External link], including pop, reggae[image: External link], blues, rock[image: External link], hip hop, soul[image: External link], funk, Americana[image: External link], country[image: External link], gospel[image: External link], electronic and trap. The album features guest vocals from James Blake, Kendrick Lamar, The Weeknd and Jack White. The album contains samples[image: External link] and interpolations of a number of hip-hop and rock songs.[3]

The record was made available for online streaming on April 23, through her co-owned streaming service Tidal. It was released for paid purchase the following day, and later launched for purchase by track or album to Amazon Music and the iTunes Store[image: External link] on April 25, and at physical retailers on May 6. The record was widely acclaimed by critics, who praised it as Beyoncé's boldest work to date. Lemonade debuted at number one on the US Billboard 200[image: External link], selling 653,000 copies in its first week (485,000 in pure-sales), earning Beyoncé her sixth consecutive number-one album in the country. The album was supported by five singles: " Formation[image: External link]", "Sorry", "Hold Up", "Freedom" featuring Kendrick Lamar, and "All Night"; alongside a promotional single, "Daddy Lessons" featuring Dixie Chicks. In April 2016, Beyoncé embarked on the Formation World Tour, to promote the album. Several music publications included the album among the best of 2016, such as Rolling Stone listing Lemonade at number one.[4] As of December 2016, the album sold 1.52 million copies in the United States, making it the country's third-best-selling album of the year.[5]

At the 59th Grammy Awards, Lemonade was nominated for nine awards, winning Best Urban Contemporary Album and Best Music Video. Its leading single " Formation[image: External link]" received nominations for Record of the Year, Song of the Year, and Best Music Video, while "Hold Up", "Don't Hurt Yourself" and "Freedom" were nominated in pop, rock, and rap categories.[6]
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 Background




On February 6, 2016, Beyoncé released " Formation[image: External link]" for free on the music streaming service Tidal and its accompanying music video on her official YouTube.[7] The following day on February 7, 2016, Beyoncé performed "Formation" during her guest appearance at the Super Bowl 50 halftime show.[8] Immediately after the performance, a commercial aired announcing The Formation World Tour, which kicked off in Miami on April 27, 2016, with the first pre-sales going on sale just two days after the announcement on February 9, 2016.[9]

Leading up to the tour announcement, Beyoncé was both praised and criticized over her new song and Black Panther-influenced costume for the Super Bowl halftime performance. As a result of this, the hashtags "#BoycottBeyonce" and "#IStandWithBeyonce" began trending on social media platforms such as Twitter. A group of protesters also planned to stage an "anti-Beyoncé" rally outside of the NFL's headquarters in New York City on the day general sale of tickets went for sale.[10] However, the planned rally was met with zero protesters and instead dozens of Beyoncé supporters who held a counter-protest.[11]

The album title was inspired by Beyoncé's grandmother Agnéz Deréon, as well as her husband Jay Z's grandmother, Hattie White. At the end of track "Freedom", an audio recording of Hattie White heard speaking to a crowd at her 90th birthday party in December 2015 is played. During the speech, Hattie says "I had my ups and downs, but I always find the inner strength to pull myself up. I was served lemons, but I made lemonade."[12] Streaming service Tidal described the concept behind Lemonade as "every woman's journey of self-knowledge and healing."[13]
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 Visuals




The album was accompanied by the release of a 60-minute film of the same name, which premiered on HBO on April 23, 2016.[14] Lemonade was divided into 11 chapters named Intuition, Denial, Anger, Apathy, Emptiness, Accountability, Reformation, Forgiveness, Resurrection, Hope, and Redemption.[15] The film uses poetry and prose written by expatriate Somali poet Warsan Shire; her poems which she adapted were "The Unbearable Weight of Staying", "Dear Moon", "How to Wear Your Mother's Lipstick", "Nail Technician as Palm Reader", and "For Women Who Are Difficult to Love".[16][17] It also features Ibeyi, Laolu Senbanjo, Amandla Stenberg, Quvenzhané Wallis, Chloe x Halle, Zendaya, and Serena Williams[image: External link].[18] In "Forward", the mothers of Trayvon Martin (Sybrina Fulton), Michael Brown (Lesley McFadden), and Eric Garner (Gwen Carr) are featured holding pictures of their deceased sons.[19][20] Jay Z and Beyonce’s daughter Blue Ivy appear in home video footage at one point, as does Jay Z’s grandmother, Hattie (as previously mentioned), and Beyoncé’s mother Tina Knowles, who is shown with her second husband Richard Lawson on their wedding day in 2015. [1][image: External link] The film also samples work by Malcolm X, specifically an excerpt from his speech "Who Taught You to Hate Yourself", which is featured on the track "Don't Hurt Yourself".[21]

In “Hold Up,” Beyoncé appears as Oshun, a Yoruba water goddess of female sensuality, love and fertility. Oshun is often shown in yellow and surrounded by fresh water. Donning a flowing yellow Roberto Cavalli dress, gold jewelry and bare feet, Beyoncé channels the orisha, or goddess, by appearing in an underwater dreamlike state before emerging from two large golden doors with water rushing past her and down the stairs, folktales of Oshun describe her malevolent temper and sinister smile when she has been wronged. In “Hold Up,” a smiling, laughing and dancing Beyoncé smashes store windows, cars and cameras with a baseball bat. In ''Love Drought'', Beyoncé leads a line of black women dressed in white along a shoreline. They stand, unified, looking out into the water as they hold hands and lift them one by one. This second reference to baptism is heavy in this scene along with messages of faith and love, which are, the lyrics say, “strong enough to move a mountain” or “end a drought.” [2][image: External link]

In the ''Pray You Catch Me'' visual, Beyoncé wears a custom skirt by Enrique Urbina. In ''Hold Up'' Beyoncé's yellow dress is Roberto Cavalli by Peter Dundas, from the brand's fall 2016 collection. The shoes are the "Candy" sandals by Saint Laurent (but Beyoncé is also seen wearing Converse All Stars when she's on the roof of a car.) Her bra is by Agent Provocateur. In the ''Don't Hurt Yourself'' visual Beyoncé wears a Hood by Air fur coat over a Yeezy sports bra and leggings. The dagger necklace is Lynn Ban. In the night vision scenes, she's seen in her wedding dress (a creation by her mom, Tina Knowles). In ''Sorry'', Beyoncé wears a bodysuit by Yousef Al Jasmi, a designer from Dubai[image: External link]. Tennis champion Serena Williams[image: External link] is wearing a lace number by Brandon Maxwell. In ''6 Inch'', In the scene where she's spinning a lightbulb, Beyoncé wears a dress from Nicolas Jebran[image: External link]'s fall 2016 collection, she also wears Gucci suit. In ''Love Drought'', Beyoncé and her dancers wear silk dresses by Daniele Carlotta. Beyoncé's gown in ''Freedom'' is by Maria Lucia Hohan.[22][23]
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 Reception and accolades




The HBO broadcast logged 787,000 viewers.[24] In June 2016, Matthew Fulks sued Beyoncé, Sony, Columbia and Parkwood Entertainment for allegedly lifting elements of his short film, Palinoia, for Lemonade. The lawsuit specifically targets the trailer for the HBO special.[25] Fulks had accused her of stealing nine visual elements from Palinoia.[26] The lawsuit was subsequently dismissed by New York federal judge Jed S. Rakoff[image: External link], siding with the defendant.[27]

The visual was nominated for 4 Primetime Emmy Awards, including Outstanding Variety Special and Outstanding Directing for a Variety Special. From the four categories, Beyoncé was nominated in the two mentioned.[28] The album's visuals received 11 nominations at the 2016 MTV Video Music Awards. They included Breakthrough Long Form Video for Lemonade, Video of the Year, Best Pop Video, Best Direction, Best Editing, and Best Cinematography for "Formation", Best Female Video and Best Art Direction for "Hold Up", and Best Choreography for "Sorry" and "Formation", she won 8 of her nominations.[29] Lemonade won Best TV Show – Special or Limited Series at the African American Film Critics Association.[30] "Lemonade" won Outstanding Television Documentary or Special at the 2017 Black Reel Awards.
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 Composition




The album features musicians Jack White, Kendrick Lamar, and bassist Marcus Miller[image: External link], and sampling from folk music collectors[31] John Lomax, Sr. and his son Alan Lomax on "Freedom". Beyoncé and her team reference the musical memories of all those periods[31] including a brass band, stomping blues-rock, ultraslow avant-R&B, preaching, a prison song (both collected by John and Alan Lomax), and the sound of the 1960s fuzz-tone guitar psychedelia (sampling the Puerto Rican band Kaleidoscope).[32]

The Washington Post[image: External link] called the album a "surprisingly furious song-cycle about infidelity and revenge",[33] referencing the classical compositional genre defined in German lieder[image: External link] by Schumann, Schubert and Brahms. The Chicago Tribune described the album as not just a mere grab for popular music dominance, rather it is a retrospective that allows the listener to explore Beyoncé's personal circumstances, with musical tones from the southern United States, a harkening back towards her formative years spent in Texas.[34] AllMusic wrote that Beyoncé "delights in her blackness, femininity, and Southern origin with supreme wordplay."[35]

According to The A.V. Club, the tracks "encompass and interpolate the entire continuum of R&B, rock[image: External link], soul[image: External link], hip-hop, pop, and blues", accomplished by a deft precision "blurring eras and references with determined impunity."[36] The Guardian[image: External link] and Entertainment Weekly both noted that the album touches on country music[image: External link],[37][38] and Entertainment Weekly noticed the use of avant-garde musical elements. Consequence of Sound[image: External link] wrote that the album's genres span "from gospel[image: External link] to rock to r&b to trap";[39] both Isaac Hayes[image: External link] and Andy Williams[image: External link] are sampled[image: External link].[37]

PopMatters noticed how the album was nuanced in its theme of anger and betrayal with vast swathes of the album bathed in political context; however, it is still a pop album at its essence with darker and praiseworthy tones.[40] Melina Matsoukas, the director of the Formation[image: External link] music video, said that Beyoncé invited her to her house in Los Angeles, and explained the concept behind “Lemonade.” “She wanted to show the historical impact of slavery on black love, and what it has done to the black family, and black men and women—how we’re almost socialized not to be together.”[41]
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 Promotion
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See: The Formation World Tour


In order to promote the album, Beyoncé embarked on The Formation World Tour which visits countries in North America and Europe from April to October 2016.[42] The Formation World Tour ranked at #1 and #2 on Pollstar's 2016 mid-year Top 100 Tours chart both in North America and worldwide respectively, with a total mid-year worldwide gross of $137.3 million from the first 25 shows (including $126.3 million from the first North American leg of the tour). In total, the tour grossed $256 million from 49 sold out shows according to Billboard Boxscore, and ranked at #2 on Pollstar's 2016 Year End Tours chart. The tour is one of the top 20 highest grossing tours of all time.
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 Live performances




Beyoncé performed "Formation" at the Super Bowl 50 halftime show as part of her guest appearance at the event.[43] Beyoncé performed "Freedom" with Kendrick Lamar as the opening number at the 2016 BET Awards on June 27.[44] At the 2016 MTV Video Music Awards on August 28, Beyoncé performed a 16-minute medley of "Pray You Catch Me", "Hold Up", "Sorry", "Don't Hurt Yourself", and " Formation[image: External link]".[45] The performance ranked #1 on Billboard's list of the "100 Greatest Award Show Performances of All Time."[46] On October 19, Beyoncé performed "6 Inch" and "All Night" at the TIDAL X benefit concert at Barclays Center.[47] On November 2, Beyoncé performed "Daddy Lessons" with the Dixie Chicks at the 2016 CMA Awards.[48] Beyoncé performed "All Night" in December 2016 at the Parkwood Entertainment Holiday Party. At the 59th Annual Grammy Awards on February 12, 2017 Beyoncé performed "Love Drought" and "Sandcastles"[49]
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 Singles




"Formation" was released as the album's lead single exclusively on Tidal on February 6, 2016, along with its accompanying music video. The following day, Beyoncé performed it at the Super Bowl 50 halftime show as part of her guest appearance at the event.[50] "Formation" peaked at number 10 on the US Billboard Hot 100[image: External link] and number 6 on the Hot R&B/Hip-Hop Songs. The music video for the song was uploaded on Vevo in December 2016.[51]

The album's second single, "Sorry" was serviced to rhythmic radios in the United States on May 3, 2016,[52] and its music video was uploaded on Vevo on June 22, 2016.[53] The single debuted and peaked at number 11 on the US Billboard Hot 100.[54]

The album's third single, "Hold Up" was first released to German and British contemporary hit radios on May 12, 2016,[55][56] and later serviced to rhythmic contemporary radio in the United States on August 16, 2016.[57] "Hold Up" debuted at number 13 on the US Billboard Hot 100.[54] The music video for "Hold Up" was uploaded on Vevo on September 4, 2016.[58]

The fourth single "Freedom" was sent to radio stations on September 9. It previously peaked at number 35.

"All Night" was released as the fifth single on December 6, 2016. It previously debuted at number 38 and the music video for the song was released on Vevo in November 30, 2016.
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 Promotional singles




A remix of "Daddy Lessons" featuring The Dixie Chicks was released as a promotional single on November 2, 2016 for free on Beyoncé's soundcloud.[59] It previously debuted at number 41 on the US Billboard Hot 100. Its music video was released on Tidal in November 5, 2016. On November 20, 2016 it was released on iTunes for purchase and on all streaming services.[60][61]
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Lemonade received widespread acclaim from critics. AllMusic writer Andy Kellman felt that "the cathartic and wounded moments here resonate in a manner matched by few, if any, of Beyoncé's contemporaries."[35] In Spin, Greg Tate wrote that the album "is out to sonorously suck you into its gully gravitational orbit the old fashioned way, placing the burden of conjuration on its steamy witches’ brew of beats, melodies, and heavy-hearted-to-merry-pranksterish vocal seductions. In her mastery of carnal and esoteric mysteries, Queen Bey raises the spirits, sizzles the flesh, and rallies her troops."[69]

Alexis Petridis[image: External link] of The Guardian[image: External link] wrote that the album "feels like a success" and that Beyoncé sounded "genuinely imperious".[38] The Daily Telegraph[image: External link] writer Jonathan Bernstein felt it was her strongest work to date and "proves there's a thin line between love and hate."[64] Nekesa Moody from The Washington Post[image: External link] called the album a "deeply personal, yet ... a bold social and political statement as well".[71] Writing for The New York Times, Jon Pareles praised Beyoncé's vocals and her courage to talk about subjects that affect so many people, and noted that "the album is not beholden to radio formats or presold by a single".[72] Greg Kot from the Chicago Tribune felt that "artistic advances" seem "slight" in context towards the record's "more personal, raw and relatable" aspects, where it came out as a "clearly conceived" piece of music, meaning it had a "unifying vision" for what may have lent itself to being "a prettily packaged hodgepodge".[34]

Reviewing the album in The Independent, Everett True wrote that it "is fiery, insurgent, fiercely proud, sprawling and sharply focused in its dissatisfaction."[65] Ray Rahman wrote for Entertainment Weekly that Beyoncé is way "too busy putting out her boldest, most ambitious, best album to date", declaring simply "middle fingers up."[37] Writing a review for Rolling Stone, Rob Sheffield[image: External link] opined that she affirmed her "superhero status" with this album.[68] Jillian Mapes of Pitchfork[image: External link] wrote that her pursuit of "realness" gives the album a certain "quality to it that also invites skepticism".[67] In The A.V. Club Annie Zaleski wrote that it was "yet another seismic step forward for Beyoncé as a musician."[36]

Shahzaib Hussain, writing for Clash[image: External link], stated: "Lemonade is Beyoncé at her most benevolent, and her most unadulterated. Treating her blackness not as an affliction but a celebratory beacon, Lemonade is a long overdue, cathartic retribution."[73] In the NME[image: External link], Larry Bartleet said the album was "sweet but with an edge".[66] Sal Cinquemani of Slant Magazine wrote that the album "is her most lyrically and thematically coherent effort to date."[74] Maura Johnston of Time[image: External link] wrote that its tracks were "fresh yet instantly familiar" with an "over-the-top but intimate" sound.[75] Jamie Milton of DIY wrote that "there's so much more than an enthralling story to draw out of this all-slaying work", where "Beyoncé can count herself as a risk-taker breaking new ground, up there with the bravest."[76] Exclaim!'s Erin Lowers wrote that "If you've ever been handed lemons, you need Lemonade."[77] Britt Julious of Consequence of Sound[image: External link] described the album to a "gift" Beyoncé has given to the listener that is "raw yet polished, beautiful yet ugly."[39] PopMatters writer Evan Sawdey felt few albums could ever be considered "as bold, complex, or resolute as Lemonade,"[40] and the BBC's Mark Savage noted that Beyoncé had become an albums artist, with a range extending beyond that of radio play.[78]

Megan Carpentier of The Guardian[image: External link] named the album as ''a pop culture phenomenon'' and wrote:''It is not an exaggeration to say that there is no other living musical artist who could ignite such a broad and unavoidable conversation just by releasing a new album – even a visual one."[79] Syreeta McFadden for The Guardian[image: External link] notes that the '' Formation[image: External link]'' video depicts archetypal southern black women "in ways that we haven't seen frequently represented in popular art or culture".[80] TIME Magazine wrote: ''With Lemonade—an album, an Emmy-nominated film and, as America looked on, an experience—Beyoncé publicly embraced explicitly feminist blackness at a politically risky moment.''[81]
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"Formation" won in three categories at the 2016 BET Awards for Video of the Year, the Centric Award, and the Viewers Choice Award.[82] The Lemonade film was nominated for four Primetime Emmy Awards, including Outstanding Variety Special and Outstanding Directing for a Variety Special. From the four categories, Beyoncé was nominated in the two mentioned.[28] The album's visuals received 11 nominations at the 2016 MTV Video Music Awards. They included Breakthrough Long Form Video for Lemonade, Video of the Year, Best Pop Video, Best Direction, Best Editing, and Best Cinematography for "Formation", Best Female Video and Best Art Direction for "Hold Up", and Best Choreography for "Sorry" and "Formation".[29] Beyoncé went on to win eight of her nominations, including Video of the Year and Breakthrough Long Form Video.[83]

She received two nominations at the 2016 MTV Video Music Awards Japan for Best Album of the Year for Lemonade and Best Female Video International for "Formation", eventually winning for Best Album of the Year.[84][85] At the 2016 Soul Train Music Awards, Beyoncé was nominated for eight awards including Best Female Artist, Lemonade for Album of the Year, and "Formation" for Song and Video of the Year. Beyoncé went on to win all four awards. Lemonade won Best TV Show – Special or Limited Series at the African American Film Critics Association.[30] At the 2017 NAACP Image Awards, Lemonade is nominated for Outstanding Album and Outstanding Variety – Series or Special, "Formation" is nominated for Outstanding Song and Outstanding Video, and "Freedom", featuring Kendrick Lamar, is nominated for Outstanding Duo, Group or Collaboration and Outstanding Song. At the 2016 ADG Excellence in Production Design Awards, Lemonade is nominated for Best Awards or Event Special, with "Hold Up", "6 Inch" and "Denial" all being nominated for Best Short Format: Web Series, Music Video or Commercial.[86] At the 2017 NAACP Image Awards, the album won Outstanding Album.[additional citation needed[image: External link]]

At the 59th Annual Grammy Awards, Lemonade received three nominations: Album of the Year, Best Urban Contemporary Album and Best Music Film. " Formation[image: External link]" received three as well: Record of the Year, Song of the Year and Best Music Video. "Hold Up" was nominated for Best Pop Solo Performance, "Don't Hurt Yourself" for Best Rock Performance and "Freedom" for Best Rap/Sung Performance.[additional citation needed[image: External link]] The album went on to win two awards, Best Urban Contemporary Album and Best Music Video for "Formation". "Lemonade" won Outstanding Television Documentary or Special at the 2017 Black Reel Awards.[additional citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Year-end lists




At the end of 2016, Lemonade appeared on a number of critics' lists ranking the year's top albums. According to Metacritic, it was the second most prominently ranked record of 2016.[87] Lemonade was ranked as the best album of the year by such publications as Rolling Stone,[88] Billboard,[89] Entertainment Weekly,[90] The Guardian[image: External link],[91] Digital Spy,[92]The Independent,[93] The Associated Press[image: External link],[94] The New York Times (Jon Pareles list),[95] Los Angeles Times (Mikael Wood list),[96] Pop Matters,[97] Pretty Much Amazing,[98] Idolator,[99] Stereogum,[100] Complex[image: External link],[101] Consequence of Sound[image: External link],[102] Wired[image: External link],[103] and US Weekly[image: External link].[104] Paste,[105] USA Today,[106] NPR,[107] and We Plug Good Music[108] also included the release on their list of best albums of 2016 at number two.

In the annual Village Voice's Pazz & Jop mass critics poll of the year's best in music in 2016, "Lemonade" was ranked at number 2.[109] For Slant it was the third best,[110] while Exclaim! listed the album at number four on their list of the Top 20 Pop & Rock Albums of 2016.[111] For Spin, it was the 6th best album of 2016.[112] NME[image: External link] listed Lemonade at number 11 on their list of best albums of the year,[113] FACT at number 15,[114] Drowned in Sound[image: External link] at number 12,[115] Uncut at number 10,[116] Mojo at number 12,[117] Q[image: External link] at number 13,[118] while Tiny Mix Tapes at number 32.[119]Esquire magazine included Lemonade among the 20 best releases of 2016.[120] Pitchfork[image: External link] listed Lemonade at number one on their list of best music videos of 2016.[121] The publication would later name Lemonade the third best album of the same year.[122] It was also included on Sight & Sound[image: External link]'s best films of 2016 list at number 26.[123][124] David Ehrlich, a film critic for IndieWire, placed Lemonade at number 23 on his Best Films of 2016 list.[125] Jen Yamato from The Daily Beast ranked it at number nine on her list of the Top 10 Best Films of 2016.[126]
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 Commercial performance




In the United States, Lemonade debuted at number one on the Billboard 200[image: External link], with 653,000 album-equivalent units, selling 485,000 copies in its first week. Subsequently, she broke the record she previously tied with DMX, by becoming the first artist in the chart's history to have their first six studio albums debut at number one.[127] In the same week, Beyoncé became the first female to chart 12 or more songs on the US Billboard Hot 100[image: External link] at the same time, with every song on the album debuting on the chart. She passed the previously held record of 11 by Taylor Swift's Speak Now album.[128] Additionally, Lemonade was streamed 115 million times via Tidal, setting a record for the most-streamed album in a single week by a female artist in history.[129] The album slipped from number one to number two in its second week, selling 196,000 copies (321,000 with additional equivalent-album units). It remained at number two in its third week selling 153,000 copies (201,000 album equivalent units). Lemonade was certified platinum by the RIAA in June 2016. According to Nielsen's 2016 Year-end Report, it has sold 1.52 million copies and 2.1m album-equivalent units in the United States.[130] In Canada, the album debuted at number one with sales of 33,000 copies.[131]

The album debuted at number one on the UK Albums Chart selling 73,000 copies in its first week of release, with 10,000 equivalent sales (14% of the total sales) accounting for streaming, marking the largest ever for a number-one album since the chart included streaming.[132] The album marked the singer's third number-one album on that chart and was certified platinum by the British Phonographic Industry[image: External link] (BPI) on September 9, 2016 for shipment of 300,000 copies.[132][133] All of the album's tracks also debuted in the Top 100 of the Official Singles Chart in the UK.[134]

In Australia, Lemonade sold 20,490 digital copies to debut at the top spot and become Beyoncé's second consecutive number one album in that country.[135] It received a platinum certification by the Australian Recording Industry Association (ARIA) for shipments of 70,000 copies.[136]
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 Impact




American rapper Snoop Dogg named his Coolaid album after Beyoncé’s Lemonade.[137] Singer Florence Welch was inspired by the record: ''We’ve been listening to “Lemonade” before every show. It’s the record I dance around to before I go on stage."[138] At the 59th Annual Grammy Awards, Adele dedicated her Album of the Year award to Beyoncé and said: ''The artist of my life is Beyoncé... the Lemonade album, is just so monumental.”[139] Bill Condon, director of "Beauty and the Beast" says Lemonade's visuals inspired him for the movie: "You look at Beyonce’s brilliant movie Lemonade, this genre is taking on so many different forms… I do think that this very old-school break-out-into-song traditional musical is something that people understand again and really want.”[140]

The University of Texas at San Antonio offered a class on the fall on 2016 based on the album. The course, titled 'Black Women, Beyoncé and Popular Culture,' explored how the visual album "is a meditation on contemporary black womanhood," before advancing and diving into the "theoretical, historical, and literary frameworks of black feminism," according to the syllabus.[141] Museum of Design Atlanta (MODA) announced “The Lemonade Project,” a 12-month series of conversations centered around the visual album. The series will explore the themes of race, gender and class addressed by the album.[142]
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Credits adapted from Tidal.[143]



	Lemonade – Disc one (Audio)



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Producer(s)
	Length



	1.
	"Pray You Catch Me"
	


	Kevin Garrett

	Beyoncé Knowles

	James Blake






	


	Garrett

	Knowles

	Jeremy McDonald






	3:15



	2.
	"Hold Up"
	


	Thomas Pentz

	Ezra Koenig

	Knowles

	Emile Haynie

	Joshua Tillman

	Uzoechi Emenike[image: External link]

	Sean Rhoden

	Doc Pomus

	Mort Shuman

	DeAndre Way[image: External link]

	Antonio Randolph

	Kelvin McConnell

	Brian Chase

	Karen Orzolek

	Nick Zinner






	


	Diplo

	Knowles

	Koenig






	3:41



	3.
	"Don't Hurt Yourself" (featuring Jack White)
	


	Jack White

	Knowles

	Diana Gordon

	James Page

	Robert Plant[image: External link]

	John Jones

	John Bonham






	


	White

	Knowles

	Derek Dixie[a]






	3:53



	4.
	"Sorry"
	


	Gordon

	Rhoden

	Knowles






	


	Melo-X

	Knowles

	Gordon

	Hit-Boy[a]

	HazeBanga[a]

	Stuart White[b]






	3:52



	5.
	"6 Inch" (featuring The Weeknd)
	


	Abel Tesfaye

	Knowles

	Danny Schofield

	Ben Diehl

	Terius Nash

	Ahmad Balshe

	Jordan Asher

	Dave Portner[image: External link]

	Noah Lennox

	Brian Weeitz[image: External link]

	Burt Bacharach

	Hal David[image: External link]






	


	DannyBoyStyles

	Ben Billions

	Knowles

	Boots

	Dixie[b]






	4:20



	6.
	"Daddy Lessons"
	


	Gordon

	Knowles

	Kevin Cossom[image: External link]

	Alex Delicata






	


	Knowles

	Dixie[a]

	Delicata[a]






	4:47



	7.
	"Love Drought"
	


	Mike Dean

	Ingrid Burley

	Knowles






	


	Dean

	Knowles






	3:57



	8.
	"Sandcastles"
	


	Vincent Berry II

	Knowles

	Malik Yusef[image: External link]

	Midian Mathers






	


	Knowles

	Berry II






	3:02



	9.
	"Forward" (featuring James Blake)
	


	Blake

	Knowles






	


	Blake

	Knowles






	1:19



	10.
	"Freedom" (featuring Kendrick Lamar)
	


	Jonathan Coffer

	Knowles

	Carla Williams

	Dean McIntosh

	Kendrick Duckworth

	Frank Tirado

	Alan Lomax

	John Lomax, Sr.






	


	Coffer

	Knowles

	Just Blaze[image: External link]






	4:49



	11.
	"All Night"
	


	Pentz

	Knowles

	Henry Allen

	Timothy Thomas

	Theron Thomas

	Ilsey Juber

	Akil King

	Aman Tekleab

	Jaramye Daniels

	André Benjamin

	Patrick Brown

	Antwan Patton






	


	Diplo

	Knowles

	King Henry[a]






	5:21



	12.
	" Formation[image: External link]"
	


	Michael Williams II

	Khalif Brown

	Asheton Hogan

	Knowles






	


	Mike Will Made It

	Knowles

	Pluss[a]






	3:26



	Total length:
	45:42






	Lemonade – Disc two (Visual)



	No.
	Title
	Director(s)
	Length



	13.
	"Lemonade"
	


	Khalil Joseph

	Knowles

	Melina Matsoukas[b]

	Todd Tourso[b]

	Dikayl Rimmasch[b]

	Jonas Åkerlund[b]

	Mark Romanek[b]






	1:05:22




Notes


	
^[a] signifies a co-producer.

	
^[b] signifies an additional producer[image: External link] / director.

	"Hold Up" features background vocals by Melo-X.

	"Don't Hurt Yourself" features background vocals by Ruby Amanfu.

	"Sorry" features background vocals by Chrissy Collins.

	"6 Inch" features additional vocals by Belly.

	"Freedom" features background vocals by Arrow Benjamin.

	"All Night" features background vocals by Diplo and King Henry.



Sample credits[143]


	"Hold Up" contains elements of "Can't Get Used to Losing You", written by Doc Pomus and Mort Shuman, performed by Andy Williams[image: External link]; portions of "Turn My Swag On", written and performed by Soulja Boy[image: External link], Antonio Randolph, Kelvin McConnell and elements of "Maps", written and performed by Yeah Yeah Yeahs (Brian Chase, Karen O and Nick Zinner).

	"Don't Hurt Yourself" contains samples of "When the Levee Breaks[image: External link]", written by Memphis Minnie and Led Zeppelin, performed by Led Zeppelin (James Page, Robert Plant[image: External link], John Paul Jones, John Bonham).

	"6 Inch" contains samples of "Walk On By[image: External link]", written by Burt Bacharach and Hal David[image: External link], performed by Isaac Hayes[image: External link]; and an interpolation of "My Girls[image: External link]", written by Avey Tare[image: External link] (Dave Portner), Panda Bear (Noah Lennox) and Geologist[image: External link] (Brian Weeitz), performed by Animal Collective[image: External link].[14]


	"Freedom" contains samples of "Let Me Try", written by Frank Tirado, performed by Kaleidoscope; samples of "Collection Speech/Unidentified Lining Hymn", recorded by Alan Lomax in 1959, performed by Reverend R.C. Crenshaw; and samples of "Stewball", recorded by Alan Lomax and John Lomax, Sr. in 1947, performed by Prisoner "22" at Mississippi State Penitentiary at Parchman.

	"All Night" contains a sample of "SpottieOttieDopaliscious", written by OutKast (André Benjamin, Antwan Patton) and Sleepy Brown (Patrick Brown), performed by OutKast.

	"Lemonade" contains a sample of "The Court of the Crimson King[image: External link]", written by Ian McDonald[image: External link] and Peter Sinfield[image: External link], performed by King Crimson[image: External link].
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Credits from Beyoncé's official website.[144]



	
Beyoncé – primary artist, producer (all tracks), vocal producer (all tracks), executive producer

	Teresa LaBarbera Whites – A&R executive

	Dave Kutch – mastering engineer

	Stuart White – recording engineer (all tracks), mixing engineer (tracks 1–4, 6, 7, 9, 10, 12), additional production (track 4)


	Ramon Rivas – second engineer (tracks 1–6, 7, 9, 10)


	John Cranfield – assistant recording engineer (track 1), assistant mixing engineer (tracks 1–4, 6, 7, 9, 10)


	Jon Shacter – assistant engineer (track 2)


	
Tony Maserati – mixing engineer (tracks 5, 8, 11)


	Tyler Scott – assistant mixing engineer (tracks 5, 11)


	James Krausse – assistant mixing engineer (track 5)


	Miles Comaskey – assistant mixing engineer (track 8)


	
Vance Powell – recording engineer (track 3)


	Joshua V. Smith – recording engineer (track 3), additional overdubs (track 3), Pro tools editing/recording (track 3)


	
Jaycen Joshua – mixing engineer (track 12)


	Maddox Chhim – assistant mixing engineer (track 12)


	David Nakaji – assistant mixing engineer (track 12)


	Arthur Chambazyan – assistant mixing engineer (track 12)


	
Jack White – featured artist (track 3), producer (track 3), bass guitar (track 3)


	
The Weeknd (Abel Tesfaye) – featured artist (track 5)


	
James Blake – featured artist (track 9), producer (track 9), piano (track 9), jupiter bass (track 1)


	
Kendrick Lamar (Kendrick Duckworth) – featured artist (track 10)


	
Kevin Garrett – producer (track 1), piano (track 1)


	
Diplo (Thomas Wesley Pentz) – producer (tracks 2, 11), drum programming (track 11), background vocals (track 11)


	
Ezra Koenig – producer (track 2)


	Melo-X (Sean Rhoden) – producer (track 3), background vocals (track 2)


	
Diana Gordon – producer (track 4)


	
Boots – producer (track 5), synth arrangement (track 8), additional programming (track 10)


	Dannyboystyles (Danny Schofield) – producer (track 5)


	Ben Billions (Ben Diehl) – producer (track 5)


	
Belly (Ahmad Balshe) – additional vocals (track 5)


	Alex Delicata – co-producer (track 6)


	
Mike Dean – producer (track 7), keyboards and drum programming (track 7) / track engineer (track 7)


	Vincent Berry II – producer (track 8), piano (track 8)


	
Jonny Coffer (Jonathan Coffer) – producer (track 10)


	
Arrow Benjamin – background vocals (track 10)


	King Henry (Henry Allen) – co-producer (track 11), background vocals (track 11), drum programming (track 11), guitar (track 11)


	
Mike Will Made It (Michael Len Williams II) – producer (track 12)


	
Swae Lee (Khalif Brown) – adlibs (track 12)


	Pluss (Asheton Hogan) – co-producer (track 12)


	Jeremy Mcdonald – producer (track 1)


	Derek Dixie – co-producer (tracks 3, 6), additional drum programming (tracks 3, 11), additional production (track 5), additional instrumentation (track 5, 11), drums and drum programming (track 6), band session leader (track 6), assistant recording engineer (track 6), horns arrangement (tracks 11, 12)


	
Hit-Boy – co-producer (track 4)


	Hazebanga – co-producer (track 4)


	
Just Blaze[image: External link] – producer (track 10)


	Ruby Amanfu – background vocals (track 3)


	
Big Freedia – additional background adlibs (track 12)


	Chrissy Collins – background vocals (track 4)


	
Eric Gorfain – orchestrations (tracks 1, 3, 11), strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	
Jon Brion – string arrangement (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Adrienne Woods – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Alma Fernandez – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Amy Wickman – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Anna Bulbrook – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Briana Bandy – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Charlie Bisharat – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Crystal Alforque – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Daphne Chen – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Denise Briese – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Fats Kaplan – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Geoff Osika – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Gina Kronstadt – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Ginger Murphy – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Grace Park – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Ina Veli – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Ira Glansbeek – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	John Krovoza – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Josefina Vergara – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Katie Sloan – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Leah Katz – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Lindsey Smith-Trestle – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Lisa Dondlinger – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Marisa Kuney – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Mark Watrous – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Neel Hammond – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Radu Pieptea – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Richard Dodd – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Rodney Wirtz – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Ryan Cross – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Serena McKinney – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Songa Lee – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Susan Chatman – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Terry Glenny – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Vanessa Fairbairn-Smith – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Yelena Yegoryan – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11)


	Greg Koller – strings (tracks 1, 3, 11) and keyboard (tracks 1, 11) and bass (track 11) engineer

	
Eric Caudieux – pro tools editing and keyboards recording engineer (tracks 1, 11) pro tools editing/recording (track 3)


	Jr Blender – guitar (track 2), drum programming (track 2)


	
Patrick Keeler – drums (track 3)


	
Mark Watrous – hammond organ (track 3)


	B. Carr – additional programming (track 4)


	Courtney Leonard – bass (track 6)


	Erick Walls – guitar (track 6)


	Christopher Gray – horns (track 6, 11)


	Peter Ortega – horns (track 6, 11)


	Randolph Ellis – horns (track 6, 11)


	Richard Lucchese – horns (track 6, 11)


	Patrick Williams – harmonica (track 6)


	Too Many Zooz – additional instrumentation (track 6)


	Lester Mendoza – additional instrumentation recording (track 3), band recording (track 6), horns recording (track 11) engineer

	Jack Chambazyan – synths (track 8)


	Myles William – additional programming (track 10)


	
Marcus Miller[image: External link] – bass (tracks 10, 11)


	Canei Finch – additional piano (track 10)


	Matt Doe – trumpet (track 12)
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 Weekly charts






	Chart (2016)
	Peak

position



	Australian Albums (ARIA)[145]

	1



	Australian Urban Albums (ARIA)[146]

	1



	Austrian Albums (Ö3 Austria)[147]

	9



	Belgian Albums (Ultratop Flanders)[148]

	1



	Belgian Albums (Ultratop Wallonia)[149]

	9



	Brazilian DVDs (ABPD)[150]

	1



	
Canadian Albums (Billboard)[151]

	1



	Croatian International Albums (HDU)[152]

	1



	Czech Albums (ČNS IFPI)[153]

	1



	Danish Albums (Hitlisten)[154]

	3



	Dutch Albums (MegaCharts)[155]

	1



	Finnish Albums (Suomen virallinen lista)[156]

	4



	French Albums (SNEP)[157]

	7



	German Albums (Offizielle Top 100)[158]

	3



	Greek Albums (IFPI)[159]

	7



	Hungarian Albums (MAHASZ)[160]

	3



	Irish Albums (IRMA)[161]

	1



	Italian Albums (FIMI)[162]

	5



	Japanese Albums (Oricon)[163]

	43



	Mexican Albums (AMPROFON)[164]

	6



	New Zealand Albums (RMNZ)[165]

	1



	Norwegian Albums (VG-lista)[166]

	1



	Polish Albums (ZPAV)[167]

	2



	Portuguese Albums (AFP)[168]

	1



	Scottish Albums (OCC)[169]

	1



	South Korean Albums (Gaon)[170]

	14



	South Korean International Albums (Gaon)[171]

	1



	Spanish Albums (PROMUSICAE)[172]

	2



	Swedish Albums (Sverigetopplistan)[173]

	1



	Swiss Albums (Schweizer Hitparade)[174]

	2



	Taiwanese Albums (Five Music)[175]

	1



	UK Albums (OCC)[176]

	1



	UK R&B Albums (OCC)[177]

	1



	US Billboard 200[image: External link][178]

	1



	US Top R&B/Hip-Hop Albums (Billboard)[179]

	1
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	Chart (2016)
	Position



	Australian Albums (ARIA)[180]

	3



	Australian Urban Albums (ARIA)[181]

	1



	Belgian Albums (Ultratop Flanders)[182]

	9



	Belgian Albums (Ultratop Wallonia)[183]

	71



	Canadian Albums (Billboard)[184]

	10



	Danish Albums (Hitlisten)[185]

	75



	Dutch Albums (MegaCharts)[186]

	13



	French Albums (SNEP)[187]

	130



	German Albums (Offizielle Top 100)[188]

	70



	Hungarian Albums (MAHASZ)[189]

	94



	Italian Albums (FIMI)[190]

	64



	Polish Albums (ZPAV)[191]

	72



	New Zealand Albums (RMNZ)[192]

	9



	South Korean Albums International (Gaon)[193]

	1



	Spanish Albums (PROMUSICAE)[194]

	42



	Swedish Albums Chart[195]

	33



	Swiss Albums (Schweizer Hitparade)[196]

	32



	Turkish Albums (D&R)[197]

	9



	UK Albums (OCC)[198]

	11



	US Billboard 200[199]

	4



	US Top R&B/Hip-Hop Albums (Billboard)[200]

	2
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 Certifications and sales






	Region
	Certification
	
Certified units/Sales



	Australia (ARIA)[136]

	Platinum
	70,000^




	Belgium (BEA)[201]

	Gold
	15,000*




	Canada (Music Canada)[202]

	Platinum
	101,000[203]




	Netherlands (NVPI)[204]

	Platinum
	50,000^




	New Zealand (RMNZ)[205]

	Gold
	7,500^




	Poland (ZPAV)[206]

	Gold
	10,000*




	United Kingdom ( BPI[image: External link])[133]

	Platinum
	334,000[207]




	United States (RIAA)[208]

	Platinum
	1,554,000[5]




	
*sales figures based on certification alone

^shipments figures based on certification alone
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 Release history






	Region
	Date
	Format(s)
	Label
	Ref.



	Various
	April 23, 2016
	Streaming
	Parkwood
	[143]



	April 24, 2016
	Digital download
	


	Parkwood

	Columbia






	[209]



	Poland
	May 6, 2016
	


	CD[image: External link]

	DVD[image: External link]






	Sony Music[image: External link]
	[210]



	United States
	


	Parkwood

	Columbia






	[211]
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	List of Billboard 200 number-one albums of 2016

	List of Billboard number-one R&B/hip-hop albums of 2016

	List of number-one albums of 2016 (Canada)

	List of number-one albums of 2016 (Ireland)

	List of number-one albums of 2016 (Australia)

	List of UK Albums Chart number ones of the 2010s

	List of UK R&B Albums Chart number ones of 2016
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Beyoncé





Beyoncé Giselle Knowles-Carter (/bi:'janseI /[image: External link]; born September 4, 1981)[3][4][5][6] is an American singer, songwriter and actress. Born and raised in Houston[image: External link], Texas, she performed in various singing and dancing competitions as a child and rose to fame in the late 1990s as lead singer of R&B girl-group Destiny's Child. Managed by her father, Mathew Knowles[image: External link], the group became one of the world's best-selling girl groups[image: External link] of all time. Their hiatus saw Beyoncé's theatrical film debut in Austin Powers in Goldmember[image: External link] (2002) and the release of her debut album, Dangerously in Love (2003), which established her as a solo artist worldwide, earned five Grammy Awards[image: External link] and featured the Billboard Hot 100[image: External link] number-one singles "Crazy in Love[image: External link]" and "Baby Boy[image: External link]".

Following the disbandment of Destiny's Child in 2006, she released her second solo album, B'Day (2006), which contained the top-ten hits "Déjà Vu[image: External link]", " Irreplaceable[image: External link]", and "Beautiful Liar[image: External link]". Beyoncé also continued her acting career, with starring roles in The Pink Panther[image: External link] (2006), Dreamgirls[image: External link] (2006), and Obsessed[image: External link] (2009). Her marriage to rapper Jay Z and portrayal of Etta James[image: External link] in Cadillac Records[image: External link] (2008) influenced her third album, I Am... Sasha Fierce (2008), which saw the introduction of her alter-ego Sasha Fierce and earned a record-setting six Grammy Awards[image: External link] in 2010, including Song of the Year for "Single Ladies (Put a Ring on It)[image: External link]". Beyoncé took a hiatus from music in 2010 and took over management of her career; her fourth album 4 (2011) was subsequently mellower in tone, exploring 1970s funk, 1980s pop, and 1990s soul[image: External link].[7] Her critically acclaimed fifth album, Beyoncé (2013), was distinguished from previous releases by its experimental production and exploration of darker themes. With the release of the widely acclaimed Lemonade (2016), Beyoncé became the first artist to have their first six studio albums debut at number one on the Billboard 200[image: External link] chart.[8]

Throughout her career, she has sold over 100 million records as a solo artist,[9] and a further 60 million with Destiny's Child,[10][11] making her one of the best-selling music artists[image: External link] of all time.[12][13] She has won 22 Grammy Awards[image: External link] and is the most nominated woman in the award's history. She is the most awarded artist at the MTV Video Music Awards[image: External link], with 24 wins.[14][15] The Recording Industry Association of America recognized her as the Top Certified Artist in America during the 2000s (decade).[16][17] In 2009, Billboard named her the Top Radio Songs Artist of the Decade, the Top Female Artist of the 2000s (decade) and awarded her their Millennium Award in 2011.[21] In 2014, she became the highest-paid black musician in history and was listed among Time[image: External link]'s 100 most influential people in the world for a second year in a row.[22] Forbes[image: External link] listed her as the most powerful female in entertainment of 2015,[23] and in 2016 she occupied the sixth place for Person of the Year[image: External link].[24]
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 Early life




Beyoncé Giselle Knowles was born in Houston, Texas[image: External link], to Celestine "Tina" Knowles (née Beyincé), a hairdresser and salon owner, and Mathew Knowles[image: External link], a Xerox[image: External link] sales manager.[25] Beyoncé's name is a tribute to her mother's maiden name.[26] Beyoncé's younger sister Solange is also a singer and a former member of Destiny's Child. Solange and Beyoncé are the first sisters to have both had No. 1 albums.[27] Mathew is African American[image: External link], while Tina is of Louisiana Creole[image: External link] descent (African, Native American, and French).[26][28][29][30] Through her mother, Beyoncé is a descendant of Acadian[image: External link] leader Joseph Broussard[image: External link].[28]

Beyoncé attended St. Mary's Montessori School in Houston, where she enrolled in dance classes. Her singing talent was discovered when dance instructor Darlette Johnson began humming a song and she finished it, able to hit the high-pitched notes.[31] Beyoncé's interest in music and performing continued after winning a school talent show at age seven, singing John Lennon[image: External link]'s " Imagine[image: External link]" to beat 15/16-year-olds.[32][33] In fall of 1990, Beyoncé enrolled in Parker Elementary School, a music magnet school[image: External link] in Houston, where she would perform with the school's choir.[34] She also attended the High School for the Performing and Visual Arts[image: External link][35] and later Alief Elsik High School[image: External link].[26][36] Beyoncé was also a member of the choir at St. John's United Methodist Church as a soloist[image: External link] for two years.[37]

When Beyoncé was eight, she and childhood friend Kelly Rowland[image: External link] met LaTavia Roberson[image: External link] while in an audition for an all-girl entertainment group.[38] They were placed into a group with three other girls as Girl's Tyme[image: External link], and rapped and danced on the talent show circuit in Houston.[39] After seeing the group, R&B producer Arne Frager brought them to his Northern California[image: External link] studio and placed them in Star Search[image: External link], the largest talent show on national TV at the time. Girl's Tyme failed to win, and Beyoncé later said the song they performed was not good.[40][41]

In 1995 Beyoncé's father resigned from his job to manage the group.[42] The move reduced Beyoncé's family's income by half, and her parents were forced to move into separated apartments.[26] Mathew cut the original line-up to four and the group continued performing as an opening act for other established R&B girl groups.[38] The girls auditioned before record labels and were finally signed to Elektra Records[image: External link], moving to Atlanta Records[image: External link] briefly to work on their first recording, only to be cut by the company.[26] This put further strain on the family, and Beyoncé's parents separated. On October 5, 1995, Dwayne Wiggins[image: External link]'s Grass Roots Entertainment signed the group. In 1996, the girls began recording their debut album under an agreement with Sony Music, the Knowles family reunited, and shortly after, the group got a contract with Columbia Records.[32]
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 1997–2002: Destiny's Child




See: Destiny's Child


The group changed their name to Destiny's Child in 1996, based upon a passage in the Book of Isaiah[image: External link].[43] In 1997, Destiny's Child released their major label debut song "Killing Time" on the soundtrack to the 1997 film, Men in Black[image: External link].[41] The following year, the group released their self-titled debut album[image: External link],[40] scoring their first major hit "No, No, No[image: External link]". The album established the group as a viable act in the music industry, with moderate sales and winning the group three Soul Train Lady of Soul Awards for Best R&B/Soul Album of the Year, Best R&B/Soul or Rap New Artist, and Best R&B/Soul Single for "No, No, No". The group released their Multi-Platinum second album The Writing's on the Wall[image: External link] in 1999. The record features some of the group's most widely known songs such as "Bills, Bills, Bills[image: External link]", the group's first number-one single, "Jumpin' Jumpin'[image: External link]" and "Say My Name[image: External link]", which became their most successful song at the time, and would remain one of their signature songs. "Say My Name" won the Best R&B Performance by a Duo or Group with Vocals[image: External link] and the Best R&B Song[image: External link] at the 43rd Annual Grammy Awards[image: External link].[38] The Writing's on the Wall sold more than eight million copies worldwide.[40] During this time, Beyoncé recorded a duet with Marc Nelson[image: External link], an original member of Boyz II Men[image: External link], on the song "After All Is Said and Done" for the soundtrack to the 1999 film, The Best Man[image: External link].[44]

LeToya Luckett[image: External link] and Roberson became unhappy with Mathew's managing of the band and eventually were replaced by Farrah Franklin[image: External link] and Michelle Williams[image: External link].[38] Beyoncé experienced depression[image: External link] following the split with Luckett and Roberson after being publicly blamed by the media, critics, and blogs for its cause.[45] Her long-standing boyfriend left her at this time.[46] The depression was so severe it lasted for a couple of years, during which she occasionally kept herself in her bedroom for days and refused to eat anything.[47] Beyoncé stated that she struggled to speak about her depression because Destiny's Child had just won their first Grammy Award[image: External link] and she feared no one would take her seriously.[48] Beyoncé would later speak of her mother as the person who helped her fight it.[47] Franklin was dismissed, leaving just Beyoncé, Rowland, and Williams.[49]

The remaining band members recorded "Independent Women Part I[image: External link]", which appeared on the soundtrack to the 2000 film Charlie's Angels[image: External link]. It became their best-charting single, topping the U.S. Billboard Hot 100[image: External link] chart for eleven consecutive weeks.[38] In early 2001, while Destiny's Child was completing their third album, Beyoncé landed a major role in the MTV made-for-television film, Carmen: A Hip Hopera[image: External link], starring alongside American actor Mekhi Phifer[image: External link]. Set in Philadelphia[image: External link], the film is a modern interpretation of the 19th-century opera Carmen[image: External link] by French composer Georges Bizet[image: External link].[50] When the third album Survivor[image: External link] was released in May 2001, Luckett and Roberson filed a lawsuit claiming that the songs were aimed at them.[38] The album debuted at number one on the U.S. Billboard 200[image: External link], with first-week sales of 663,000 copies sold.[51] The album spawned other number-one hits, " Bootylicious[image: External link]" and the title track, " Survivor[image: External link]", the latter of which earned the group a Grammy Award for Best R&B Performance by a Duo or Group with Vocals.[52] After releasing their holiday album 8 Days of Christmas[image: External link] in October 2001, the group announced a hiatus to further pursue solo careers.[38]

In July 2002, Beyoncé continued her acting career playing Foxxy Cleopatra[image: External link] alongside Mike Myers[image: External link] in the comedy film Austin Powers in Goldmember[image: External link],[53] which spent its first weekend atop the US box office and grossed $73 million.[54] Beyoncé released "Work It Out[image: External link]" as the lead single from its soundtrack album which entered the top ten in the UK, Norway, and Belgium.[55] In 2003, Beyoncé starred opposite Cuba Gooding, Jr.[image: External link], in the musical comedy The Fighting Temptations[image: External link] as Lilly, a single mother with whom Gooding's character falls in love.[56] The film received mixed reviews from critics but grossed $30 million in the U.S.[57][58] Beyoncé released "Fighting Temptation[image: External link]" as the lead single from the film's soundtrack album, with Missy Elliott[image: External link], MC Lyte[image: External link], and Free[image: External link] which was also used to promote the film.[59] Another of Beyoncé's contributions to the soundtrack, "Summertime", fared better on the US charts.[60]
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 2003–2007: Dangerously in Love and B'Day




Beyoncé's first solo recording was a feature on Jay Z's "'03 Bonnie & Clyde[image: External link]" that was released in October 2002, peaking at number four on the U.S. Billboard Hot 100 chart.[62] Her first solo album Dangerously in Love was released on June 24, 2003, after Michelle Williams and Kelly Rowland had released their solo efforts.[63] The album sold 317,000 copies in its first week, debuted atop the Billboard 200,[64] and has since sold 11 million copies worldwide.[65] The album's lead single[image: External link], "Crazy in Love", featuring Jay Z, became Beyoncé's first number-one single as a solo artist in the US.[66] The single "Baby Boy[image: External link]" also reached number one,[61] and singles, "Me, Myself and I[image: External link]" and "Naughty Girl[image: External link]", both reached the top-five.[67] The album earned Beyoncé a then record-tying five awards at the 46th Annual Grammy Awards[image: External link]; Best Contemporary R&B Album[image: External link], Best Female R&B Vocal Performance[image: External link] for "Dangerously in Love 2[image: External link]", Best R&B Song and Best Rap/Sung Collaboration[image: External link] for "Crazy in Love", and Best R&B Performance by a Duo or Group with Vocals[image: External link] for "The Closer I Get to You[image: External link]" with Luther Vandross[image: External link].[68]

In November 2003, she embarked on the Dangerously in Love Tour in Europe and later toured alongside Missy Elliott and Alicia Keys[image: External link] for the Verizon Ladies First Tour[image: External link] in North America.[69] On February 1, 2004, Beyoncé performed the American national anthem[image: External link] at Super Bowl XXXVIII[image: External link], at the Reliant Stadium[image: External link] in Houston, Texas.[70] After the release of Dangerously in Love, Beyoncé had planned to produce a follow-up album using several of the left-over tracks. However, this was put on hold so she could concentrate on recording Destiny Fulfilled[image: External link], the final studio album by Destiny's Child.[71] Released on November 15, 2004, in the US[72] and peaking at number two on the Billboard 200,[73][74] Destiny Fulfilled included the singles "Lose My Breath[image: External link]" and " Soldier[image: External link]", which reached the top five on the Billboard Hot 100 chart.[75] Destiny's Child embarked on a worldwide concert tour, Destiny Fulfilled... and Lovin' It[image: External link] and during the last stop of their European tour, in Barcelona[image: External link] on June 11, 2005, Rowland announced that Destiny's Child would disband following the North American leg of the tour.[76] The group released their first compilation album[image: External link] Number 1's[image: External link] on October 25, 2005, in the US[77] and accepted a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame[image: External link] in March 2006.[78]

Beyoncé's second solo album B'Day was released on September 4, 2006, in the US, to coincide with her twenty-fifth birthday.[79] It sold 541,000 copies in its first week and debuted atop the Billboard 200, becoming Beyoncé's second consecutive number-one album in the United States.[80] The album's lead single "Déjà Vu[image: External link]", featuring Jay Z, reached the top five on the Billboard Hot 100 chart.[67] The second international single " Irreplaceable[image: External link]" was a commercial success worldwide, reaching number one in Australia, Hungary, Ireland, New Zealand and the United States.[67][81] B'Day also produced three other singles; "Ring the Alarm[image: External link]",[82] "Get Me Bodied[image: External link]",[83] and "Green Light[image: External link]" (released in the United Kingdom only).[84]

Her first acting role of 2006 was in the comedy film The Pink Panther[image: External link] starring opposite Steve Martin[image: External link],[85] grossing $158.8 million at the box office worldwide.[86] Her second film Dreamgirls[image: External link], the film version of the 1981 Broadway musical[87] loosely based on The Supremes[image: External link], received acclaim from critics and grossed $154 million internationally.[88][89][90] In it, she starred opposite Jennifer Hudson[image: External link], Jamie Foxx[image: External link], and Eddie Murphy[image: External link] playing a pop singer based on Diana Ross[image: External link].[91] To promote the film, Beyoncé released " Listen[image: External link]" as the lead single from the soundtrack album[image: External link].[92] In April 2007, Beyoncé embarked on The Beyoncé Experience, her first worldwide concert tour, visiting 97 venues[93] and grossed over $24 million.[note 1] Beyoncé conducted pre-concert food donation drives during six major stops in conjunction with her pastor at St. John's and America's Second Harvest[image: External link]. At the same time, B'Day was re-released with five additional songs, including her duet with Shakira[image: External link] "Beautiful Liar[image: External link]".[95]
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 2008–2010: Marriage, I Am... Sasha Fierce, and films




On April 4, 2008, Beyoncé married Jay Z[image: External link].[96] She publicly revealed their marriage in a video montage at the listening party for her third studio album, I Am... Sasha Fierce, in Manhattan's Sony Club on October 22, 2008.[97] I Am... Sasha Fierce was released on November 18, 2008, in the United States.[98] The album formally introduces Beyoncé's alter ego[image: External link] Sasha Fierce, conceived during the making of her 2003 single "Crazy in Love". It was met with generally mediocre reviews from critics,[99] but sold 482,000 copies in its first week, debuting atop the Billboard 200, and giving Beyoncé her third consecutive number-one album in the US.[100] The album featured the number-one song "Single Ladies (Put a Ring on It)[image: External link]"[101] and the top-five songs "If I Were a Boy[image: External link]" and " Halo[image: External link]".[67][102] Achieving the accomplishment of becoming her longest-running Hot 100 single in her career,[103] "Halo"'s success in the US helped Beyoncé attain more top-ten singles on the list than any other woman during the 2000s[image: External link].[104] It also included the successful "Sweet Dreams[image: External link]",[105] and singles " Diva[image: External link]", " Ego[image: External link]", "Broken-Hearted Girl[image: External link]" and "Video Phone[image: External link]". The music video for "Single Ladies" has been parodied and imitated around the world, spawning the "first major dance craze" of the Internet age according to the Toronto Star[image: External link].[106] The video has won several awards, including Best Video at the 2009 MTV Europe Music Awards[image: External link],[107] the 2009 Scottish MOBO Awards[image: External link],[108] and the 2009 BET Awards[image: External link].[109] At the 2009 MTV Video Music Awards[image: External link], the video was nominated for nine awards, ultimately winning three including Video of the Year.[110] Its failure to win the Best Female Video category, which went to American country pop[image: External link] singer Taylor Swift's "You Belong with Me[image: External link]", led to Kanye West interrupting the ceremony[image: External link] and Beyoncé improvising a re-presentation of Swift's award during her own acceptance speech.[110] In March 2009, Beyoncé embarked on the I Am... World Tour[image: External link], her second headlining worldwide concert tour, consisting of 108 shows, grossing $119.5 million.[111]

Beyoncé further expanded her acting career, starring as blues singer Etta James[image: External link] in the 2008 musical biopic Cadillac Records[image: External link]. Her performance in the film received praise from critics,[112] and she garnered several nominations for her portrayal of James, including a Satellite Award[image: External link] nomination for Best Supporting Actress[image: External link], and a NAACP[image: External link] Image Award nomination for Outstanding Supporting Actress[image: External link].[113][114] Beyoncé donated her entire salary from the film to Phoenix House, an organization of rehabilitation centers for heroin addicts around the country.[115] On January 20, 2009, Beyoncé performed James' "At Last[image: External link]" at the First Couple's first inaugural ball.[116] Beyoncé starred opposite Ali Larter[image: External link] and Idris Elba[image: External link] in the thriller, Obsessed[image: External link]. She played Sharon Charles, a mother and wife who learns of a woman's obsessive behavior over her husband. Although the film received negative reviews from critics,[117] the movie did well at the US box office, grossing $68 million—$60 million more than Cadillac Records[118]—on a budget of $20 million.[119] The fight scene finale between Sharon and the character played by Ali Larter also won the 2010 MTV Movie Award for Best Fight[image: External link].[120]

At the 52nd Annual Grammy Awards[image: External link], Beyoncé received ten nominations, including Album of the Year for I Am... Sasha Fierce, Record of the Year for "Halo", and Song of the Year for "Single Ladies (Put a Ring on It)", among others.[121] She tied with Lauryn Hill[image: External link] for most Grammy nominations in a single year by a female artist.[122] Knowles went on to win six of those nominations, breaking a record[image: External link] she previously tied in 2004 for the most Grammy awards won in a single night by a female artist with six. In 2010, Beyoncé was featured on Lady Gaga[image: External link]'s single " Telephone[image: External link]" and appeared in its music video.[123][124] The song topped the US Pop Songs[image: External link] chart, becoming the sixth number-one for both Beyoncé and Gaga, tying them with Mariah Carey[image: External link] for most number-ones since the Nielsen[image: External link] Top 40 airplay chart launched in 1992.[125] "Telephone" received a Grammy Award nomination for Best Pop Collaboration with Vocals[image: External link].[126]

Beyoncé announced a hiatus from her music career in January 2010, heeding her mother's advice, "to live life, to be inspired by things again".[127][128] During the break she and her father parted ways as business partners.[129][130] Beyoncé's musical break lasted nine months and saw her visit multiple European cities, the Great Wall of China[image: External link], the Egyptian pyramids[image: External link], Australia, English music festivals[image: External link] and various museums and ballet performances.[127][131]
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 2011–2015: 4 and Beyoncé




On June 26, 2011, she became the first solo female artist to headline the main Pyramid stage at the 2011 Glastonbury Festival[image: External link] in over twenty years.[132][133] Her fourth studio album 4 was released two days later in the US.[134] 4 sold 310,000 copies in its first week and debuted atop the Billboard 200 chart, giving Beyoncé her fourth consecutive number-one album in the US. The album was preceded by two of its singles "Run the World (Girls)[image: External link]" and "Best Thing I Never Had[image: External link]".[67][123][135] The fourth single "Love on Top[image: External link]" spent seven consecutive weeks at number one on the Hot R&B/Hip-Hop Songs chart, while peaking at number 20 on the Billboard Hot 100, the highest peak from the album.[136] 4 also produced four other singles; " Party[image: External link]", " Countdown[image: External link]", "I Care[image: External link]" and "End of Time[image: External link]". "Eat, Play, Love", a cover story written by Beyoncé for Essence[image: External link] that detailed her 2010 career break, won her a writing award from the New York Association of Black Journalists[image: External link].[137] In late 2011, she took the stage at New York's Roseland Ballroom[image: External link] for four nights of special performances:[138] the 4 Intimate Nights with Beyoncé concerts saw the performance of her 4 album to a standing room only.[138] On August 1, 2011, the album was certified platinum by the Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA), having shipped 1 million copies to retail stores.[139] By December 2015, it reached sales of 1.5 million copies in the US.[140]

On January 7, 2012, Beyoncé gave birth to her first child, a daughter, Blue Ivy Carter, at Lenox Hill Hospital[image: External link] in New York.[141] Five months later, she performed for four nights at Revel Atlantic City[image: External link]'s Ovation Hall to celebrate the resort's opening, her first performances since giving birth to Blue Ivy.[142][143]

In January 2013, Destiny's Child released Love Songs[image: External link], a compilation album of the romance-themed songs from their previous albums and a newly recorded track, "Nuclear".[144] Beyoncé performed the American national anthem singing along with a pre-recorded track at President Obama's second inauguration[image: External link] in Washington, D.C.[145][146] The following month, Beyoncé performed at the Super Bowl XLVII halftime show, held at the Mercedes-Benz Superdome[image: External link] in New Orleans[image: External link].[147] The performance stands as the second most tweeted about moment in history at 268,000 tweets per minute.[148] At the 55th Annual Grammy Awards[image: External link], Beyoncé won for Best Traditional R&B Performance[image: External link] for "Love on Top".[149] Her feature-length documentary film, Life Is But a Dream, first aired on HBO on February 16, 2013.[150]

Beyoncé embarked on The Mrs. Carter Show World Tour on April 15 in Belgrade[image: External link], Serbia[image: External link]; the tour included 132 dates that ran through to March 2014. It became the most successful tour of her career and one of the most successful tours of all time.[151] In May, Beyoncé's cover of Amy Winehouse[image: External link]'s "Back to Black[image: External link]" with André 3000 on The Great Gatsby[image: External link] soundtrack[image: External link] was released.[152] Beyoncé voiced Queen Tara in the 3D[image: External link] CGI animated[image: External link] film, Epic[image: External link], released by 20th Century Fox[image: External link] on May 24,[153] and recorded an original song for the film, "Rise Up", co-written with Sia[image: External link].[154]

On December 13, 2013, Beyoncé unexpectedly released her eponymous fifth studio album on the iTunes Store[image: External link] without any prior announcement or promotion. The album debuted atop the Billboard 200 chart, giving Beyoncé her fifth consecutive number-one album in the US.[155] This made her the first woman in the chart's history to have her first five studio albums debut at number one.[156] Beyoncé received critical acclaim[157] and commercial success, selling one million digital copies worldwide in six days;[158] Musically an electro[image: External link]-R&B album, it concerns darker themes previously unexplored in her work, such as " bulimia[image: External link], postnatal depression[image: External link] [and] the fears and insecurities of marriage and motherhood".[159] The single "Drunk in Love[image: External link]", featuring Jay Z, peaked at number two on the Billboard Hot 100 chart.[160] In April 2014, after much speculation,[161] Beyoncé and Jay Z officially announced their On the Run Tour[image: External link]. It served as the couple's first co-headlining stadium tour together.[162] On August 24, 2014, she received the Video Vanguard Award[image: External link] at the 2014 MTV Video Music Awards[image: External link]. Knowles also won home three competitive awards: Best Video with a Social Message and Best Cinematography for "Pretty Hurts", as well as best collaboration for "Drunk in Love".[163] In November, Forbes[image: External link] reported that Beyoncé was the top-earning woman in music for the second year in a row—earning $115 million in the year, more than double her earnings in 2013.[164] Beyoncé was reissued with new material in three forms: as an extended play[image: External link], a box set[image: External link], as well as a full platinum edition. According to the International Federation of the Phonographic Industry (IFPI), in the last 19 days of 2013, the album sold 2.3 million units worldwide, becoming the tenth best-selling album of 2013.[165] The album also went on to become the twentieth best-selling album of 2014.[166] As of November 2014, Beyoncé has sold over 5 million copies worldwide[167] and has generated over 1 billion streams, as of March 2015.[168]

At the 57th Annual Grammy Awards[image: External link] in February 2015, Beyoncé was nominated for six awards, ultimately winning three: Best R&B Performance[image: External link] and Best R&B Song[image: External link] for "Drunk in Love", and Best Surround Sound Album[image: External link] for Beyoncé.[169] She was nominated for Album of the Year, but the award went to Beck[image: External link] for his album Morning Phase[image: External link].[170]
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On February 6, 2016, Beyoncé released " Formation[image: External link]" and its accompanying music video exclusively on the music streaming platform Tidal; the song was made available to download for free.[171] She performed "Formation" live for the first time during the NFL Super Bowl 50 halftime show. The appearance was considered controversial as it appeared to reference the 50th anniversary of the Black Panther Party and the NFL forbids political[image: External link] statements in its performances.[172][173][174] Immediately following the performance, Beyoncé announced The Formation World Tour, which highlighted stops in both North America, and Europe.[175][176] It ended on October 7, with Beyoncé bringing out her husband Jay Z, Kendrick Lamar, and Serena Williams[image: External link] for the last show.[177] The tour went on to win "Tour of the Year" at the 44th American Music Awards[image: External link].[178]

On April 16, 2016, Beyoncé released a teaser clip for a project called Lemonade. It turned out to be a one-hour film which aired on HBO exactly a week later; a corresponding album with the same title was released on the same day exclusively on Tidal.[179] Lemonade debuted at number one on the US Billboard 200, making Beyoncé the first act in Billboard history to have their first six studio albums debut atop the chart; she broke a record previously tied with DMX in 2013.[180] With all 12 tracks of Lemonade debuting on the Billboard Hot 100 chart, Beyoncé also became the first female act to chart 12 or more songs at the same time.[181] Additionally, Lemonade was streamed 115 million times through Tidal, setting a record for the most-streamed album in a single week by a female artist in history.[182] As of November 2016, it has sold 1.5 million copies in the US.[183]

Lemonade became her most critically acclaimed work to date, receiving universal acclaim according to Metacritic[image: External link], a website collecting reviews from professional music critics.[184] Several music publications included the album among the best of 2016, including Rolling Stone, which listed Lemonade at number one.[185] The album's visuals were nominated in 11 categories at the 2016 MTV Video Music Awards, the most ever received by Beyoncé in a single year, and went on to win 8 awards, including Video of the Year for "Formation".[186][187] The eight wins made Beyoncé the most awarded artist in the history of the VMAs (24), surpassing Madonna (20).[188] At the 59th Grammy Awards, Lemonade led with nine nominations including Album of the Year, and Record of the Year and Song of the Year for "Formation"[189] and ultimately won two, Best Urban Contemporary Album for Lemonade and Best Music Video for "Formation".[190] Adele, upon winning her Grammy for Album of the Year, broke the award in half, stating that Lemonade was monumental and more deserving.[191] Beyoncé occupied the sixth place for Time magazine[image: External link]'s 2016 Person of the Year[image: External link].[192] In January 2017, it was announced that Beyoncé would headline the Coachella Music and Arts Festival[image: External link]. This would make Beyoncé only the second female headliner of the festival since it was founded in 1999.[193] It was later announced on February 23, 2017 that Beyoncé would no longer be able to perform at the festival due to doctor's concerns regarding her pregnancy. The festival owners announced that she will instead headline the 2018 festival.[194] Upon the announcement of Beyoncé's departure from the festival lineup, ticket prices dropped by 12%.[195]
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With "Single Ladies", clearly I'd just gotten married, and people want to get married every day—then there was the whole Justin Timberlake[image: External link] thing [recreating the video] on "Saturday Night Live[image: External link]", and it was also the year YouTube blew up. With 'Irreplaceable,' the aggressive lyrics, the acoustic guitar, and the 808 drum machine[image: External link]—those things don't typically go together, and it sounded fresh. 'Crazy in Love' was another one of those classic moments in pop culture that none of us expected. I asked Jay to get on the song the night before I had to turn my album in – thank God he did. It still never gets old, no matter how many times I sing it.





— Beyoncé[196]


Jody Rosen[image: External link] highlights her tone and timbre as particularly distinctive, describing her voice as "one of the most compelling instruments in popular music".[197] Her vocal abilities mean she is identified as the centerpiece of Destiny's Child.[198] Jon Pareles of The New York Times commented that her voice is "velvety yet tart, with an insistent flutter and reserves of soul belting[image: External link]".[199] Rosen notes that the hip hop[image: External link] era highly influenced Beyoncé's unique rhythmic vocal style, but also finds her quite traditionalist in her use of balladry, gospel and falsetto.[197] Other critics praise her range and power, with Chris Richards of The Washington Post[image: External link] saying she was "capable of punctuating any beat with goose-bump-inducing whispers or full-bore diva-roars."[200]

Beyoncé's music is generally R&B,[201] but she also incorporates pop,[202] soul[image: External link] and funk into her songs. 4 demonstrated Beyoncé's exploration of 1990s-style R&B, as well as further use of soul and hip hop than compared to previous releases.[196] While she almost exclusively releases English songs, Beyoncé recorded several Spanish songs for Irreemplazable (re-recordings of songs from B'Day for a Spanish-language audience), and the re-release of B'Day. To record these, Beyoncé was coached phonetically by American record producer Rudy Perez.[203]

She has received co-writing credits for most of the songs recorded with Destiny's Child and her solo efforts.[38] Her early songs were personally driven and female-empowerment themed compositions like "Independent Women" and "Survivor", but after the start of her relationship with Jay Z, she transitioned to more man-tending anthems such as "Cater 2 U".[204] Beyoncé has also received co-producing credits for most of the records in which she has been involved, especially during her solo efforts. However, she does not formulate beats[image: External link] herself, but typically comes up with melodies and ideas during production, sharing them with producers.[205]

In 2001, she became the first black woman and second female lyricist to win the Pop Songwriter of the Year award at the American Society of Composers, Authors, and Publishers[image: External link] Pop Music Awards.[26][206] Beyoncé was the third woman to have writing credits on three number one songs ("Irreplaceable", " Grillz[image: External link]" and "Check on It") in the same year, after Carole King[image: External link] in 1971 and Mariah Carey in 1991. She is tied with American lyricist Diane Warren[image: External link] at third with nine song-writing credits on number-one singles.[207] (The latter wrote her 9/11[image: External link]-motivated song "I Was Here[image: External link]" for 4.[208]) In May 2011, Billboard magazine listed Beyoncé at number 17 on their list of the "Top 20 Hot 100 Songwriters", for having co-written eight singles that hit number one on the Billboard Hot 100 chart. She was one of only three women on that list, along with Alicia Keys[image: External link] and Taylor Swift.[209]
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Beyoncé names Michael Jackson[image: External link] as her major musical influence.[210] Aged five, Beyoncé attended her first ever concert where Jackson performed and she claims to have realized her purpose.[211] When she presented him with a tribute award at the World Music Awards[image: External link] in 2006, Beyoncé said, "if it wasn't for Michael Jackson, I would never ever have performed."[212] She admires Diana Ross as an "all-around entertainer"[213] and Whitney Houston[image: External link], who she said "inspired me to get up there and do what she did."[214] She credits Mariah Carey[image: External link]'s singing and her song "Vision of Love[image: External link]" as influencing her to begin practicing vocal runs as a child.[215][216] Her other musical influences include Aaliyah[image: External link],[217] Prince[image: External link],[218] Lauryn Hill[image: External link],[213] Sade Adu[image: External link],[219] Donna Summer[image: External link],[220] Mary J. Blige[image: External link],[221] Janet Jackson[image: External link],[222] Anita Baker[image: External link] and Rachelle Ferrell[image: External link].[213]

The feminism and female empowerment themes on Beyoncé's second solo album B'Day were inspired by her role in Dreamgirls[223] and by singer Josephine Baker[image: External link].[224] Beyoncé paid homage to Baker by performing "Déjà Vu" at the 2006 Fashion Rocks concert wearing Baker's trademark mini-hula skirt embellished with fake bananas.[225] Beyoncé's third solo album I Am... Sasha Fierce was inspired by Jay Z and especially by Etta James, whose "boldness" inspired Beyoncé to explore other musical genres and styles.[226] Her fourth solo album, 4, was inspired by Fela Kuti, 1990s R&B[image: External link], Earth, Wind & Fire[image: External link], DeBarge[image: External link], Lionel Richie[image: External link], Teena Marie[image: External link], The Jackson 5[image: External link], New Edition[image: External link], Adele, Florence and the Machine[image: External link], and Prince.[196]

Beyoncé has stated that she is personally inspired by US First Lady[image: External link] Michelle Obama, saying "She proves you can do it all"[227] and she has described Oprah Winfrey[image: External link] as "the definition of inspiration and a strong woman".[213] She has also discussed how Jay Z is a continuing inspiration to her, both with what she describes as his lyrical genius and in the obstacles he has overcome in his life.[228] Beyoncé has expressed admiration for the artist Jean-Michel Basquiat[image: External link], posting in a letter "what I find in the work of Jean-Michel Basquiat, I search for in every day in music... he is lyrical and raw".[229][230] In February 2013, Beyoncé said that Madonna[image: External link] inspired her to take control of her own career. She commented: "I think about Madonna and how she took all of the great things she achieved and started the label and developed other artists. But there are not enough of those women.".[231]
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In 2006, Beyoncé introduced her all-female tour band Suga Mama (also the name of a song in B'Day) which includes bassists, drummers, guitarists, horn players, keyboardists and percussionists.[232] Her background singers, The Mamas, consist of Montina Cooper-Donnell, Crystal Collins and Tiffany Moniqué Riddick. They made their debut appearance at the 2006 BET Awards and re-appeared in the music videos for "Irreplaceable" and "Green Light".[203] The band have supported Beyoncé in most subsequent live performances, including her 2007 concert tour The Beyoncé Experience, 2009–2010 I Am... World Tour, 2013–2014 The Mrs. Carter Show World Tour and 2016 The Formation World Tour.

Beyoncé has received praise for her stage presence and voice during live performances. Jarett Wieselman of the New York Post[image: External link] placed her at number one on her list of the Five Best Singer/Dancers.[233] According to Barbara Ellen of The Guardian Beyoncé is the most in-charge female artist she's seen onstage,[234] while Alice Jones of The Independent wrote she "takes her role as entertainer so seriously she's almost too good."[235] The ex-President of Def Jam[image: External link] L.A. Reid[image: External link] has described Beyoncé as the greatest entertainer alive.[236] Jim Farber of the Daily News[image: External link] and Stephanie Classen of Star Phoenix[image: External link] both praised her strong voice and her stage presence.[237][238]

Described as being "sexy, seductive and provocative" when performing on stage, Beyoncé has said that she originally created the alter ego "Sasha Fierce" to keep that stage persona separate from who she really is. She described Sasha as being "too aggressive, too strong, too sassy [and] too sexy", stating, "I'm not like her in real life at all."[47] Sasha was conceived during the making of "Crazy in Love", and Beyoncé introduced her with the release of her 2008 album I Am... Sasha Fierce. In February 2010, she announced in an interview with Allure[image: External link] magazine that she was comfortable enough with herself to no longer need Sasha Fierce.[239] However, Beyoncé announced in May 2012 that she would bring her back for her Revel Presents: Beyoncé Live shows later that month.[240]
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Beyoncé has been described as having a wide-ranging sex appeal, with music journalist Touré[image: External link] writing that since the release of Dangerously in Love, she has "become a crossover sex symbol".[241] Offstage Beyoncé says that while she likes to dress sexily, her onstage dress "is absolutely for the stage."[242] Due to her curves and the term's catchiness, in the 2000s (decade), the media often used the term "Bootylicious" (a portmanteau[image: External link] of the words booty[image: External link] and delicious) to describe Beyoncé,[243][244] the term popularized by Destiny's Child's single of the same name[image: External link]. In 2006, it was added to the Oxford English Dictionary[image: External link].[245]

In September 2010, Beyoncé made her runway modelling debut at Tom Ford[image: External link]'s Spring/Summer 2011 fashion show.[246] She was named "World's Most Beautiful Woman[image: External link]" by People[247] and the "Hottest Female Singer of All Time" by Complex[image: External link] in 2012.[248] In January 2013, GQ[image: External link] placed her on its cover, featuring her atop its "100 Sexiest Women of the 21st Century" list.[249][250] VH1[image: External link] listed her at number 1 on its 100 Sexiest Artists list.[251] Several wax figures[image: External link] of Beyoncé are found at Madame Tussauds[image: External link] Wax Museums in major cities around the world, including New York,[252] Washington, D.C.,[253] Amsterdam[image: External link],[254] Bangkok[image: External link],[255] Hollywood[256] and Sydney.[257]

According to Italian fashion designer Roberto Cavalli, Beyoncé uses different fashion styles to work with her music while performing.[258] Her mother co-wrote a book, published in 2002, titled Destiny's Style[259] an account of how fashion affected the trio's success.[260] The B'Day Anthology Video Album showed many instances of fashion-oriented footage, depicting classic to contemporary wardrobe styles.[261] In 2007, Beyoncé was featured on the cover of the Sports Illustrated Swimsuit Issue[image: External link], becoming the second African American woman after Tyra Banks[image: External link],[262] and People magazine recognized Beyoncé as the best-dressed celebrity.[263]

The BeyHive is the name given to Beyoncé's fan base. Fans were previously titled "The Beyontourage", (a portmanteau of Beyoncé and entourage). The name Bey Hive derives from the word beehive[image: External link], purposely misspelled to resemble her first name, and was penned by fans after petitions on the online social networking service[image: External link] Twitter[image: External link] and online news reports during competitions.[264]

In 2006, the animal rights[image: External link] organization People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals[image: External link] (PETA), criticized Beyoncé for wearing and using fur in her clothing line House of Deréon.[265] In 2011, she appeared on the cover of French fashion magazine L'Officiel[image: External link], in blackface and tribal makeup that drew criticism from the media. A statement released from a spokesperson for the magazine said that Beyoncé's look was "far from the glamorous Sasha Fierce" and that it was "a return to her African roots".[266]

Beyoncé's lighter skin color and costuming has drawn criticism from some in the African-American community.[267] Emmett Price, a professor of music at Northeastern University, wrote in 2007, that he thinks race plays a role in many of these criticisms, saying white celebrities who dress similarly do not attract as many comments.[267] In 2008, L'Oréal[image: External link] was accused of whitening her skin in their Feria[image: External link] hair color advertisements, responding that "it is categorically untrue",[268][269] and in 2013, Beyoncé herself criticized H&M for their proposed "retouching" of promotional images of her, and according to Vogue requested that only "natural pictures be used".[270]
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Beyoncé started a relationship with Jay Z after their collaboration on "'03 Bonnie & Clyde[image: External link]",[271] which appeared on his seventh album The Blueprint 2: The Gift & The Curse[image: External link] (2002).[272] Beyoncé appeared as Jay Z's girlfriend in the music video for the song, fuelling speculation about their relationship.[273] On April 4, 2008, Beyoncé and Jay Z married without publicity.[96] As of April 2014, the couple had sold a combined 300 million records together.[162] They are known for their private relationship, although they have appeared to become more relaxed in recent years.[274]

Beyoncé suffered a miscarriage around 2010 or 2011, describing it as "the saddest thing" she had ever endured.[275] She returned to the studio and wrote music in order to cope with the loss. In April 2011, Beyoncé and Jay Z traveled to Paris in order to shoot the album cover for 4, and unexpectedly became pregnant in Paris.[276] In August, the couple attended the 2011 MTV Video Music Awards, at which Beyoncé performed "Love on Top" and ended the performance by revealing she was pregnant.[277] Her appearance helped that year's MTV Video Music Awards become the most-watched broadcast in MTV history, pulling in 12.4 million viewers;[278] the announcement was listed in Guinness World Records[image: External link] for "most tweets per second recorded for a single event" on Twitter,[279] receiving 8,868 tweets per second[280] and "Beyonce pregnant" was the most Googled[image: External link] term the week of August 29, 2011.[281] On January 7, 2012, Beyoncé gave birth to a daughter, Blue Ivy Carter, at Lenox Hill Hospital[image: External link] in New York City.[282]

On February 1, 2017, she revealed on her Instagram account that she is expecting twins. Her announcement gained 6,335,571 "likes" within eight hours, breaking the world record for the most liked image on the website.[283]
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Beyoncé performed "America the Beautiful[image: External link]" at the 2009 presidential inauguration[image: External link], as well as "At Last[image: External link]" during the first inaugural dance at the Neighborhood Ball two days later.[284] They held a fundraiser at Jay Z's 40/40 Club in Manhattan for Obama's 2012 presidential campaign[image: External link][285] which raised $4 million.[286] In the 2012 Presidential election[image: External link], Beyoncé voted for Obama.[287] She performed the American national anthem[image: External link] at his second inauguration.[145] The Washington Post[image: External link] reported in May 2015, that Beyoncé attended a major celebrity fundraiser[image: External link] for 2016 presidential[image: External link] nominee Hillary Clinton[image: External link].[288]

In 2013, Beyoncé stated in an interview with Vogue that she considered herself to be "a modern-day feminist".[289] She would later align herself more publicly with the movement, sampling "We should all be feminists", a speech delivered by Nigerian author Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie[image: External link] at a TEDx[image: External link] talk in April 2013, in her song " Flawless[image: External link]", released later that year.[290] She has also contributed to the Ban Bossy[image: External link] campaign, which uses television and social media to encourage leadership in girls.[291] Following Beyoncé's public identification as a feminist, the sexualized nature of her performances and the fact that she championed her marriage was questioned.[292]

Beyoncé publicly endorsed same sex marriage[image: External link] on March 26, 2013, after the Supreme Court debate on California's Proposition 8[image: External link].[293] The singer has also condemned police brutality against black Americans[image: External link]. Beyoncé and Jay Z attended a rally in 2013 in response to the acquittal of George Zimmerman[image: External link] for the shooting of Trayvon Martin[image: External link].[294] The film for her sixth album Lemonade included the mothers of Trayvon Martin, Michael Brown and Eric Garner, holding pictures of their murdered sons in the video for "Freedom".[295] In a 2016 interview with Elle, she responded to the controversy surrounding her song " Formation[image: External link]" which was perceived to be critical of the police. She clarified, "I am against police brutality and injustice. Those are two separate things. If celebrating my roots and culture during Black History Month made anyone uncomfortable, those feelings were there long before a video and long before me".[296]

In February, Beyoncé spoke out against the withdrawal of protections for transgender[image: External link] students in public schools by Donald Trump[image: External link]'s Presidential administration. Posting a link to the 100 Days of Kindness campaign on her Facebook page, Beyoncé voiced her support for transgender youth[image: External link] and joined a roster of celebrities who spoke out against Trump's decision.[297]
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Forbes[image: External link] magazine began reporting on Beyoncé's earnings in 2008, calculating that the $80 million earned between June 2007 to June 2008, for her music, tour, films and clothing line made her the world's best-paid music personality at the time, above Madonna[image: External link] and Celine Dion[image: External link].[298][299] They placed her fourth on the Celebrity 100[image: External link] list in 2009[300] and ninth on the "Most Powerful Women in the World" list in 2010.[301] The following year, Forbes placed her eighth on the "Best-Paid Celebrities Under 30" list, having earned $35 million in the past year for her clothing line and endorsement deals. In 2012, Forbes placed Beyoncé at number 16 on the Celebrity 100 list, twelve places lower than three years ago yet still having earned $40 million in the past year for her album 4, clothing line and endorsement deals.[302][303] In the same year, Beyoncé and Jay Z placed at number one on the "World's Highest-Paid Celebrity Couples", for collectively earning $78 million.[304] The couple made it into the previous year's Guinness World Records as the "highest-earning power couple" for collectively earning $122 million in 2009.[305] For the years 2009 to 2011, Beyoncé earned an average of $70 million per year, and earned $40 million in 2012.[306] In 2013, Beyoncé's endorsements of Pepsi and H&M made her and Jay Z the world's first billion dollar couple in the music industry.[307] That year, Beyoncé was published as the fourth most-powerful celebrity in the Forbes rankings.[308]

MTV estimated that by the end of 2014, Beyoncé would become the highest-paid black musician in history;[309] she proceeded to do so in April 2014.[22] In June 2014, Beyoncé ranked at #1 on the Forbes Celebrity 100 list, earning an estimated $115 million throughout June 2013 – June 2014. This in turn was the first time she had topped the Celebrity 100 list as well as being her highest yearly earnings to date.[310] In 2016, Beyoncé ranked at #34 on the Celebrity 100 list with earnings of $54 million. Herself and Jay Z also topped the highest paid celebrity couple list, with combined earnings of $107.5 million.[311] As of March 2017, Forbes calculated her net worth to be $290 million.[2]
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In The New Yorker[image: External link], music critic Jody Rosen[image: External link] described Beyoncé as "the most important and compelling popular musician of the twenty-first century..... the result, the logical end point, of a century-plus of pop."[312] When The Guardian named her Artist of the Decade, Llewyn-Smith wrote, "Why Beyoncé? [...] Because she made not one but two of the decade's greatest singles, with Crazy in Love and Single Ladies (Put a Ring on It), not to mention her hits with Destiny's Child; and this was the decade when singles – particularly R&B singles – regained their status as pop's favourite medium. [...] [She] and not any superannuated rock star was arguably the greatest live performer of the past 10 years."[313] In 2013, Beyoncé made the Time[image: External link] 100 list, with Baz Luhrmann[image: External link] writing "no one has that voice, no one moves the way she moves, no one can hold an audience the way she does... When Beyoncé does an album, when Beyoncé sings a song, when Beyoncé does anything, it's an event, and it's broadly influential. Right now, she is the heir-apparent diva of the USA — the reigning national voice."[314] In 2014, Beyoncé was listed again on the Time 100 and also featured on the cover of the issue.[315]

Beyoncé's work has influenced numerous artists including Adele,[316] Ariana Grande[image: External link],[317][318] Lady Gaga[image: External link],[319] Ellie Goulding[image: External link],[320] Rihanna[image: External link],[321] Kelly Rowland[image: External link],[322][323] Sam Smith[image: External link],[324] Nicole Scherzinger[image: External link],[325] Jessica Sanchez[image: External link],[326] Cheryl[image: External link],[327] JoJo[image: External link],[328] Meghan Trainor[image: External link],[329] Grimes[image: External link],[330][331] Rita Ora[image: External link],[332] Zendaya,[333] Alexis Jordan[image: External link],[334] Bridgit Mendler[image: External link],[335] and Azealia Banks[image: External link].[336] American indie rock[image: External link] band White Rabbits[image: External link] also cited her an inspiration for their third album Milk Famous[image: External link] (2012),[337] friend Gwyneth Paltrow[image: External link][338] studied Beyoncé at her live concerts while learning to become a musical performer for the 2010 film Country Strong[image: External link].[339]

Her debut single, "Crazy in Love" was named VH1's "Greatest Song of the 2000s",[340] NME[image: External link]'s "Best Track of the 00s"[341] and "Pop Song of the Century",[342] considered by Rolling Stone to be one of the 500 greatest songs of all time[image: External link], earned two Grammy Awards and is one of the best-selling singles of all time[image: External link] at around 8 million copies. The music video for "Single Ladies (Put a Ring on It)", which achieved fame for its intricate choreography[343] and its deployment of jazz hands[image: External link],[344] was credited by the Toronto Star as having started the "first major dance craze of both the new millennium and the Internet",[106] triggering a number of parodies of the dance choreography[345][346] and a legion of amateur imitators on YouTube.[343][345] In 2013, Drake[image: External link] released a single titled "Girls Love Beyoncé", which featured an interpolation from Destiny Child's "Say My Name" and discussed his relationship with women.[347] In January 2012, research scientist Bryan Lessard named Scaptia beyonceae, a species of horse fly[image: External link] found in Northern Queensland[image: External link], Australia after Beyoncé due to the fly's unique golden hairs on its abdomen.[348] In July 2014, a Beyoncé exhibit was introduced into the "Legends of Rock" section of the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame[image: External link]. The black leotard from the "Single Ladies" video and her outfit from the Super Bowl half time performance are among several pieces housed at the museum.[349] Architects credit Beyoncé's look in her " Ghost[image: External link]" music video as the inspiration of the design of the Premier Tower[image: External link] under construction in Australia.[350]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Honors and awards




Beyoncé has received numerous awards. As a solo artist she has sold over 17 million albums in the US, and over 100 million records worldwide (a further 60 million additionally with Destiny's Child), making her one of the best-selling music artists[image: External link] of all time.[9][351][352][353][354][355] The Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA) listed Beyoncé as the top certified artist of the 2000s decade, with a total of 64 certifications[image: External link].[16][17] Her songs "Crazy in Love", "Single Ladies (Put a Ring on It)", "Halo", and "Irreplaceable" are some of the best-selling singles of all time worldwide[image: External link]. In 2009, The Observer[image: External link] named her the Artist of the Decade[313] and Billboard named her the Top Female Artist and Top Radio Songs Artist of the Decade.[18][356][357] In 2010, Billboard named her in their "Top 50 R&B/Hip-Hop Artists of the Past 25 Years" list at number 15.[358] In 2012 VH1 ranked her third on their list of the "100 Greatest Women in Music", behind Mariah Carey[image: External link] and Madonna[image: External link].[359] Beyoncé was honored with the International Artist Award[image: External link] at the 2007 American Music Awards[image: External link].[360] She has also received the Legend Award[image: External link] at the 2008 World Music Awards[image: External link], the Billboard Millennium Award[image: External link] at the 2011 Billboard Music Awards[image: External link], the Michael Jackson Video Vanguard Award[image: External link] at the 2014 MTV Video Music Awards[image: External link], and the Fashion Icon Award at the 2016 CFDA Awards[image: External link].[361]

Beyoncé has won 22 Grammy Awards[image: External link], both as a solo artist and member of Destiny's Child, making her the second most honored female artist[image: External link] by the Grammys, behind Alison Krauss[image: External link][362][363] and the most nominated woman in Grammy Award history with a total of 62 nominations.[364] "Single Ladies (Put a Ring on It)" won Song of the Year in 2010 while "Say My Name",[38] "Crazy in Love" and "Drunk in Love" have each won Best R&B Song. Dangerously in Love, B'Day and I Am... Sasha Fierce have all won Best Contemporary R&B Album, while Lemonade has won Best Urban Contemporary Album. Beyoncé set the record for the most Grammy awards won by a female artist in one night[image: External link] in 2010 when she won six awards, breaking the tie she previously held with Alicia Keys, Norah Jones[image: External link], Alison Krauss, and Amy Winehouse, with Adele equaling this in 2012.[365]

Beyoncé has also won 24 MTV Video Music Awards[image: External link], making her the most-awarded artist in Video Music Award history. "Single Ladies (Put a Ring on It)" and "Formation" won Video of the Year in 2009 and 2016 respectively. Beyoncé tied the record set by Lady Gaga in 2010 for the most VMAs won in one night for a female artist with eight in 2016.[188] She is also the most awarded and nominated artist in BET Award history, winning 24 awards from a total of 54 nominations.[366]

Following her role in Dreamgirls[image: External link] Beyoncé was nominated for Best Original Song[image: External link] for "Listen" and Best Actress[image: External link] at the Golden Globe Awards[image: External link],[367] and Outstanding Actress in a Motion Picture[image: External link] at the NAACP Image Awards.[368] Beyoncé won two awards at the Broadcast Film Critics Association Awards 2006[image: External link]; Best Song for "Listen" and Best Original Soundtrack for Dreamgirls: Music from the Motion Picture.[369] According to Fuse[image: External link] in 2014, Beyoncé is the second most award-winning artists of all time, after Michael Jackson.[370][371]

She was named on the 2016 BBC Radio 4[image: External link] Woman's Hour[image: External link] Power List as one of seven women judged to have had the biggest impact on women's lives over the past 70 years, alongside Margaret Thatcher[image: External link], Barbara Castle[image: External link], Helen Brook[image: External link], Germaine Greer[image: External link], Jayaben Desai[image: External link] and Bridget Jones[image: External link].[372] In 2016, she was announced by WatsUp TV[image: External link] as the first winner of the Best International Video[373] Category with her "Formation" video at the maiden edition of the WatsUp TV Africa Music Video Awards[image: External link] held in Accra, Ghana[image: External link].
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 Other ventures
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 Endorsements




Beyoncé has worked with Pepsi since 2002,[374] and in 2004 appeared in a Gladiator[image: External link]-themed commercial with Britney Spears, Pink[image: External link], and Enrique Iglesias[image: External link].[375] In 2012, Beyoncé signed a $50 million deal to endorse Pepsi.[376] The Center for Science in the Public Interest[image: External link] (CSPINET) wrote Beyoncé an open letter asking her to reconsider the deal because of the unhealthiness of the product and to donate the proceeds to a medical organisation.[377] Nevertheless, NetBase[image: External link] found that Beyoncé's campaign was the most talked about endorsement in April 2013, with a 70 per cent positive audience response to the commercial and print ads.[378]

Beyoncé has worked with Tommy Hilfiger[image: External link] for the fragrances True Star (singing a cover version[image: External link] of "Wishing on a Star[image: External link]")[379] and True Star Gold;[380] she also promoted Emporio Armani[image: External link]'s Diamonds fragrance in 2007.[381] Beyoncé launched her first official fragrance, Heat[image: External link], in 2010.[382] The commercial, which featured the 1956 song " Fever[image: External link]", was shown after the water shed[image: External link] in the United Kingdom as it begins with an image of Beyoncé appearing to lie naked in a room.[383] In February 2011, Beyoncé launched her second fragrance, Heat Rush[image: External link].[384] Beyoncé's third fragrance, Pulse[image: External link], was launched in September 2011.[385] In 2013, The Mrs. Carter Show Limited Edition version of Heat was released.[386] The six editions of Heat are the world's best-selling celebrity fragrance line,[386] with sales of over $400 million.[387]

The release of a video-game Starpower: Beyoncé was cancelled after Beyoncé pulled out of a $100 million with GateFive who alleged the cancellation meant the sacking of 70 staff and millions of pounds lost in development.[388] It was settled out of court by her lawyers in June 2013 who said that they had cancelled because GateFive had lost its financial backers.[389] Beyoncé also has had deals with American Express[image: External link],[299] Nintendo DS[image: External link][390] and L'Oréal since the age of 18.[391]

In March 2015, Beyoncé became a co-owner, with other artists, of the music streaming[image: External link] service Tidal. The service specializes in lossless[image: External link] audio and high definition music videos. Beyoncé's husband Jay Z acquired the parent company of Tidal, Aspiro[image: External link], in the first quarter of 2015.[392] Including Beyoncé and Jay-Z, sixteen artist stakeholders (such as Kanye West, Rihanna[image: External link], Madonna[image: External link], Chris Martin[image: External link], Nicki Minaj[image: External link] and more) co-own Tidal, with the majority owning a 3% equity stake.[393] The idea of having an all artist owned streaming service was created by those involved to adapt to the increased demand for streaming within the current music industry.[394]
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 Fashion lines




Beyoncé and her mother introduced House of Deréon, a contemporary women's fashion line, in 2005.[395] The concept is inspired by three generations of women in their family, with the name paying tribute to Beyoncé's grandmother, Agnèz Deréon, a respected seamstress.[396][397] According to Tina, the overall style of the line best reflects her and Beyoncé's taste and style. Beyoncé and her mother founded their family's company Beyond Productions, which provides the licensing and brand management for House of Deréon, and its junior collection, Deréon.[395] House of Deréon pieces were exhibited in Destiny's Child's shows and tours, during their Destiny Fulfilled[image: External link] era.[398][399] The collection features sportswear, denim offerings with fur, outerwear and accessories that include handbags and footwear, and are available at department and specialty stores across the US and Canada.[395]

In 2005, Beyoncé teamed up with House of Brands, a shoe company, to produce a range of footwear for House of Deréon.[400] In January 2008, Starwave Mobile launched Beyoncé Fashion Diva, a "high-style" mobile game[image: External link] with a social networking component, featuring the House of Deréon collection.[395] In July 2009, Beyoncé and her mother launched a new junior apparel label, Sasha Fierce for Deréon, for back-to-school selling. The collection included sportswear, outerwear, handbags, footwear, eyewear, lingerie and jewelry.[401] It was available at department stores including Macy's[image: External link] and Dillard's[image: External link], and specialty stores Jimmy Jazz and Against All Odds[image: External link].[401] On May 27, 2010, Beyoncé teamed up with clothing store C&A[image: External link] to launch Deréon by Beyoncé at their stores in Brazil.[402] The collection included tailored blazers with padded shoulders, little black dresses, embroidered tops and shirts and bandage dresses.[402]

In October 2014, Beyoncé signed a deal to launch an activewear line of clothing with British fashion retailer Topshop[image: External link].[403][404] The 50–50 venture is called Ivy Park and was launched in April 2016. The brand's name is a nod to Beyoncé's daughter Blue Ivy and her favourite number four (IV in roman numerals), and also references the park where she used to run in Texas.[405]
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 Philanthropy




After Hurricane Katrina[image: External link] in 2005, Beyoncé and Rowland founded the Survivor Foundation to provide transitional housing for victims in the Houston area,[26] to which Beyoncé contributed an initial $250,000.[406] The foundation has since expanded to work with other charities in the city,[407] and also provided relief following Hurricane Ike[image: External link] three years later.[408]

Beyoncé participated in George Clooney[image: External link] and Wyclef Jean[image: External link]'s Hope for Haiti Now: A Global Benefit for Earthquake Relief[image: External link] telethon[409] and was named the official face of the limited edition CFDA[image: External link] "Fashion For Haiti" T-shirt,[410] made by Theory[image: External link] which raised a total of $1 million.[411] On March 5, 2010, Beyoncé and her mother Tina opened the Beyoncé Cosmetology Center at the Brooklyn Phoenix House[image: External link], offering a seven-month cosmetology[image: External link] training course for men and women. In April 2011, Beyoncé joined forces with US First Lady Michelle Obama[image: External link] and the National Association of Broadcasters Education Foundation, to help boost the latter's campaign against child obesity[image: External link][412] by reworking her single "Get Me Bodied".[413] Following the death of Osama bin Laden[image: External link], Beyoncé released her cover of the Lee Greenwood[image: External link] song "God Bless the USA[image: External link]", as a charity single to help raise funds for the New York Police and Fire Widows' and Children's Benefit Fund[image: External link].[414]

In December, Beyoncé along with a variety of other celebrities teamed up and produced a video campaign for "Demand A Plan", a bipartisan effort by a group of 950 US mayors and others[415] designed to influence the federal government into rethinking its gun control laws, following the Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting[image: External link].[416] Beyoncé became an ambassador for the 2012 World Humanitarian Day[image: External link] campaign donating her song "I Was Here" and its music video, shot in the UN, to the campaign.[417][418] In 2013, it was announced that Beyoncé would work with Salma Hayek[image: External link] and Frida Giannini[image: External link] on a Gucci "Chime for Change" campaign that aims to spread female empowerment. The campaign, which aired on February 28, was set to her new music.[419] A concert for the cause took place on June 1, 2013 in London[420] and included other acts like Ellie Goulding[image: External link], Florence and the Machine, and Rita Ora.[421] In advance of the concert, she appeared in a campaign video released on May 15, 2013, where she, along with Cameron Diaz[image: External link], John Legend[image: External link] and Kylie Minogue[image: External link], described inspiration from their mothers, while a number of other artists celebrated personal inspiration from other women, leading to a call for submission of photos of women of viewers' inspiration from which a selection was shown at the concert. Beyoncé said about her mother Tina Knowles that her gift was "finding the best qualities in every human being." With help of the crowdfunding[image: External link] platform Catapult, visitors of the concert could choose between several projects promoting education of women and girls.[422][423] Beyoncé is also taking part in "Miss a Meal", a food-donation campaign,[424] and supporting Goodwill charity[image: External link] through online charity auctions at Charitybuzz[image: External link] that support job creation throughout Europe and the U.S.[425][426] In December 2016, Beyoncé was named the Most Charitable Celebrity of the year.[427]
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 Discography




See: Beyoncé discography



	
Dangerously in Love (2003)

	
B'Day (2006)

	
I Am... Sasha Fierce (2008)

	
4 (2011)

	
Beyoncé (2013)

	
Lemonade (2016)
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 Filmography





	
Carmen: A Hip Hopera[image: External link] (2001)

	
Austin Powers in Goldmember[image: External link] (2002)

	
The Fighting Temptations[image: External link] (2003)

	
The Pink Panther[image: External link] (2006)

	
Dreamgirls[image: External link] (2006)

	
Cadillac Records[image: External link] (2008)

	
Wow! Wow! Wubbzy!: Wubb Idol[image: External link] (2009)

	
Obsessed[image: External link] (2009)

	
Life Is But a Dream (2013)

	
Epic[image: External link] (2013)
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 Tours and residency shows




See: List of Beyoncé live performances
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 Headlining tours





	
Dangerously in Love Tour (2003)

	
The Beyoncé Experience (2007)

	
I Am... World Tour[image: External link] (2009–2010)

	
The Mrs. Carter Show World Tour (2013–2014)

	
The Formation World Tour (2016)
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 Co-headlining tours





	
Verizon Ladies First Tour[image: External link] (with Alicia Keys[image: External link] and Missy Elliott[image: External link]) (2004)

	
On the Run Tour (with Jay Z) (2014)




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Residency shows





	
I Am... Yours (2009)

	
4 Intimate Nights with Beyoncé (2011)

	
Revel Presents: Beyoncé Live (2012)
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 See also





	Honorific nicknames in popular music[image: External link]

	List of artists who reached number one in the United States[image: External link]

	List of Billboard Social 50 number-one artists[image: External link]

	List of black Golden Globe Award winners and nominees[image: External link]

	List of artists with the most number ones on the U.S. dance chart[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ The gross takings from the 29 shows which were reported to Billboard Boxscore totalled $24.9 million; the tour comprised 96 concerts.[94]
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Contemporary R&B





Contemporary R&B, also known as simply R&B, is a music genre that combines elements of rhythm and blues[image: External link], soul[image: External link], funk, pop, hip hop and dance[image: External link].

The genre features a distinctive record production[image: External link] style, drum machine[image: External link]-backed rhythms, an occasional saxophone[image: External link]-laced beat[image: External link] to give a jazz[image: External link] feel (mostly common in contemporary R&B songs prior to the year 1995) and a smooth, lush style of vocal arrangement. Electronic influences are becoming an increasing trend and the use of hip hop or dance[image: External link]-inspired beats are typical, although the roughness and grit inherent in hip hop may be reduced and smoothed out. Contemporary R&B vocalists are often known for their use of melisma[image: External link], popularized by vocalists such as Michael Jackson[image: External link], R. Kelly[image: External link], Craig David[image: External link], Stevie Wonder[image: External link],[1] Whitney Houston[image: External link][1][2][3] and Mariah Carey[image: External link].[2][4][5]
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 History




Contemporary R&B originated at the end of the disco era, in the late 1970s, when Michael Jackson and Quincy Jones[image: External link] added more electronics elements to the black music sound of the time to create a smoother dancefloor-friendly sound.[6] The first result was Off the Wall[image: External link] (1979), that according to Stephen Thomas Erlewine[image: External link] from AllMusic, "was a visionary album, that found a way to break disco wide open into a new world where the beat was undeniable, but not the primary focus – it was part of a colorful tapestry of lush ballads and strings, smooth soul and pop, soft rock, and alluring funk".[7]

Richard J. Ripani wrote that Janet Jackson's Control[image: External link] (1986) was "important to the development of R&B for a number of reasons", as she and her producers, Jimmy Jam and Terry Lewis[image: External link], "crafted a new sound that fuses the rhythmic elements of funk and disco, along with heavy doses of synthesizers, percussion, sound effects, and a rap music sensibility."[8] Ripani wrote that "the success of Control led to the incorporation of stylistic traits of rap over the next few years, and Janet Jackson was to continue to be one of the leaders in that development."[8] That same year, Teddy Riley[image: External link] began producing R&B recordings that included hip hop influences. This combination of R&B style and hip hop rhythms was termed new jack swing[image: External link] and was applied to artists such as Bobby Brown[image: External link], Keith Sweat[image: External link], Al B. Sure![image: External link], Guy[image: External link], Jodeci[image: External link] and Bell Biv DeVoe[image: External link].


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 1990s




In contrast to the works of Boyz II Men[image: External link], Babyface[image: External link] and similar artists, other R&B artists and groups from this same period began adding even more of a hip-hop sound to their work, like the innovative group Jodeci[image: External link]. The synthesizer-heavy rhythm tracks of new jack swing were replaced by grittier East Coast hip hop[image: External link]-inspired backing tracks, resulting in a genre labeled hip hop soul[image: External link] by Mary J. Blige[image: External link] and producer Sean Combs[image: External link] who also had mentored group Jodeci[image: External link] in the beginning and helped them with their unique look. The style became less popular by the end of the 1990s, but later experienced a resurgence.

In 1990 Mariah Carey[image: External link] released Vision of Love[image: External link] as her debut single. It was immensely popular peaking at number 1 in many worldwide charts including the Billboard Hot 100[image: External link], and it propelled Mariah's carrier. The song is usually said to have popularized the use of melisma[image: External link] and brought it in to mainstream R&B.

During the mid-1990s, Whitney Houston's The Bodyguard: Original Soundtrack Album[image: External link] sold over 40 million copies worldwide becoming the best-selling soundtrack of all time.[11] Janet Jackson[image: External link]'s self-titled fifth studio album janet.[image: External link] (1993), which came after her historic multimillion-dollar contract with Virgin Records[image: External link], sold over twenty million copies worldwide.[12][13] Boyz II Men and Mariah Carey recorded several Billboard Hot 100[image: External link] No. 1 hits, including "One Sweet Day[image: External link]", a collaboration between both acts, which became the longest-running No. 1 hit in Hot 100 history. Carey also released a remix of her 1995 single " Fantasy[image: External link]", with Ol' Dirty Bastard[image: External link] as a feature, a collaboration format that was unheard of at this point. Carey, Boyz II Men and TLC released albums in 1994 and 1995— Daydream[image: External link], II[image: External link] and CrazySexyCool[image: External link].

In the late 1990s, neo soul[image: External link], which added 1970s soul influences to the hip hop soul blend, arose, led by artists such as D'Angelo[image: External link], Erykah Badu[image: External link], Lauryn Hill[image: External link] and Maxwell[image: External link]. Hill and Missy Elliott[image: External link] further blurred the line between R&B and hip hop by recording both styles. Beginning in 1995, the Grammy Awards[image: External link] enacted the Grammy Award for Best R&B Album[image: External link], with II[image: External link] by Boyz II Men[image: External link] becoming the first recipient. The award was later received by TLC[image: External link] for CrazySexyCool[image: External link] in 1996, Tony Rich[image: External link] for Words in 1997, Erykah Badu[image: External link] for Baduizm[image: External link] in 1998 and Lauryn Hill[image: External link] for The Miseducation of Lauryn Hill[image: External link] in 1999. At the end of 1999, Billboard magazine ranked Mariah Carey and Janet Jackson as the first and second most successful artists of the 1990s.[14]

Simultaneously, in the second half of the 1990s, The Neptunes[image: External link] and Timbaland[image: External link] set influential precedence on contemporary R&B and hip hop music.[15]

R&B acts such as Michael Jackson[image: External link], Whitney Houston[image: External link], Janet Jackson[image: External link], Mariah Carey[image: External link], Usher[image: External link] and Toni Braxton[image: External link] are some of the best-selling music artists of all time[image: External link].
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 2000s







"Modern r&b isn't about discrete songs. It's about texture, mood, feel—vocal and instrumental and rhythmic, articulated as they're smooshed together."





—Robert Christgau, The Village Voice, 2003[16]


Following periods of fluctuating success, urban music[image: External link] attained commercial dominance during the early 2000s, which featured massive crossover[image: External link] success on the Billboard charts[image: External link] by R&B and hip hop artists.[18]

In 2001, Alicia Keys[image: External link] released " Fallin[image: External link]" as her debut single. It peaking at number one on the Billboard Hot 100[image: External link], Mainstream Top 40[image: External link] and Hot R&B/Hip-Hop Songs charts. It won three Grammy Awards[image: External link] in 2002, including Song of the Year, Best R&B Song[image: External link], and Best Female R&B Vocal Performance[image: External link]. It was also nominated for Record of the Year.[20] Beyoncé's solo studio debut album Dangerously in Love (2003) has sold over 5 million copies in the United States and earned five Grammy Awards[image: External link].[21][22]

Usher[image: External link]'s Confessions[image: External link] (2004) sold 1.1 million copies in its first week[23] and over 8 million copies in 2004, since then it has been certified Diamond[image: External link] by the Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA) and, as of 2016, has sold over 10 million copies in the US and over 20 million copies worldwide. Confessions had four consecutive Billboard Hot 100 number one singles—" Yeah![image: External link]", " Burn[image: External link]", "Confessions Part II[image: External link]" and "My Boo[image: External link]".[24]

In 2004, all 12 songs that topped Billboard Hot 100 were African-American recording artists and accounted for 80% of the number-one R&B hits[image: External link] that year.[18] Along with Usher's streak of singles, Top 40[image: External link] radio and both pop and R&B charts were topped by Outkast's "Hey Ya![image: External link]", Snoop Dogg's "Drop It Like It's Hot[image: External link]", Terror Squad[image: External link]'s "Lean Back[image: External link]" and Ciara[image: External link]'s " Goodies[image: External link]".[18] Chris Molanphy of The Village Voice later remarked that "by the early 2000s, urban music was pop music."[18]

Between 2005 and 2009 Raymond, Knowles and Keys released albums—B'Day, Here I Stand[image: External link], I Am... Sasha Fierce and The Element of Freedom[image: External link].

Mariah Carey's The Emancipation of Mimi[image: External link] (2005) debuted at number one on the Billboard 200 and earned ten Grammy Award nominations. Led single "We Belong Together[image: External link]" topped the Hot 100 charts for 14 weeks, and was later hailed "song of the decade" and won a Grammy Award for Best Female R&B Vocal Performance[image: External link] in 2006.

The mid-2000s came with the emergence of new R&B acts Ashanti[image: External link], Trey Songz[image: External link], Omarion[image: External link], Ciara[image: External link], Christina Milian[image: External link], Mario[image: External link], Keyshia Cole[image: External link] and Akon[image: External link]. Ashanti's eponymous debut album topped both US Billboard 200[image: External link] and Top R&B/Hip-Hop Albums charts. It earned her three Grammy nominations winning one for the Best Contemporary R&B Album[image: External link]. R&B newcomer Chris Brown[image: External link] released his self-titled album in 2005 which debuted at number two on the Billboard 200[image: External link]. His debut single "Run It![image: External link]" peaked on the Billboard Hot 100, Hot R&B/Hip-Hop Songs and the US Radio Songs[image: External link].

During this time also came the emergence of R&B songwriters[image: External link].[25] Bryan-Michael Cox[image: External link] co-wrote Usher's " Burn[image: External link]" and "Confessions Part II[image: External link]" (2005), Mariah Carey's "Shake It Off[image: External link]" and "Don't Forget About Us[image: External link]" (2006), and Chris Brown's "Say Goodbye[image: External link]" (2006).[26] Keri Hilson[image: External link] would co-write songs Mary J. Blige[image: External link]'s "Take Me as I Am[image: External link]" (2006), Omarion's "Ice Box[image: External link]" (2006), and Ciara's "Like a Boy[image: External link]" (2006).[27] Rico Love[image: External link] co-wrote Usher's " Throwback[image: External link]" (2005), Keri Hilson's " Energy[image: External link]" (2008), Pleasure P[image: External link]'s "Boyfriend #2[image: External link]" (2008).[28] The-Dream wrote Rihanna[image: External link]'s " Umbrella[image: External link]" (2007), J. Holiday[image: External link]'s " Bed[image: External link]" and Usher's "Moving Mountains[image: External link]" and "Trading Places[image: External link]" (2008).[29] Ne-Yo[image: External link] wrote Mario's "Let Me Love You[image: External link]", Rihanna's "Take a Bow[image: External link]" and " Unfaithful[image: External link]", and Beyoncé's " Irreplaceable[image: External link]" (2008).[30]

According to Billboard, the most commercially successful R&B acts of the decade were Usher[image: External link], Beyoncé, Alicia Keys[image: External link], Mariah Carey[image: External link], Rihanna[image: External link], Chris Brown[image: External link] and Ne-Yo[image: External link].[31]
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 2010s




Continuing from the 1990s and early 2000s, R&B, like many other genres, drew influences from the technical innovations of the time and began to incorporate more electronic and machine-made sounds and instruments. The use of effects such as Auto-Tune[image: External link] and new computerized synths have given R&B a more futuristic feel while still attempting to incorporate many of the genre's common themes such as love and relationships.While mainstream Pop music started to be slowly impacted by EDM[image: External link], Kelly Rowland[image: External link] became the first major contemporary R&B artist to find commercial success within the genre with When Love Takes Over[image: External link], her 2009 collaboration with David Guetta[image: External link]. The evolutions of the genre's production and instrumentation have additionally spurred the successes of performers such as Beyoncé, Christina Aguilera[image: External link], Usher[image: External link], John Legend[image: External link], Frank Ocean, Justin Timberlake[image: External link], Pharrell Williams[image: External link], Miguel[image: External link], Janelle Monáe[image: External link], Chris Brown[image: External link], Drake[image: External link], Jhené Aiko[image: External link], Jennifer Lopez[image: External link], Cheryl Cole[image: External link], Tamar Braxton[image: External link], The Weeknd, Ariana Grande[image: External link], Tinashe[image: External link], Ne-Yo[image: External link], Rihanna[image: External link], Brandy[image: External link] and K. Michelle[image: External link].




"These days almost all r&b goes for voice-plus-sound rather than voice-plus-song, with the sound ranging from precision track-and-hook to idiosyncratic atmospherics."





—Christgau, Vice[image: External link], 2017[32]


Early 2010s artists such as Kelly Rowland, Ne-Yo, Usher, and Chris Brown began embracing new electronic influences and kept R&B's original feel. Kelly Rowland"s " Commander[image: External link]",[33] Usher's " OMG[image: External link]",[34] "DJ Got Us Fallin' in Love[image: External link]",[35] " Scream[image: External link]"[36] and " Climax[image: External link]",[37] Chris Brown's "Yeah 3x[image: External link]",[38] "Turn Up the Music[image: External link]"[39] and "Don't Wake Me Up[image: External link]"[40] are all EDM-oriented. As this electronic element continues to grow apparent throughout the genre, contemporary artists like are gaining popularity outside of R&B and continue to collaborate with non-R&B artists.

Singers Miguel[image: External link], John Legend[image: External link], Jeremih[image: External link], Eric Bellinger[image: External link], and Chris Brown are popular in mainstream hip hop for many collaborations with rappers such as Wale[image: External link], Rick Ross[image: External link], YG[image: External link], and J.Cole[image: External link]. Today's R&B is far more diverse and incorporates more sonic elements than before, as it expands its appeal and commercial viability.[41] Trap music's influence maintained a strong presence on the music charts with R&B singer Beyoncé's songs "Drunk in Love[image: External link]", " Flawless[image: External link]" and " 7/11[image: External link]", Bryson Tiller[image: External link]'s debut studio album, Trapsoul[image: External link], and Mary J. Blige[image: External link]'s "Thick of It[image: External link]".[42]
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Record Label





A record label or record company is a brand or trademark associated with the marketing of music recordings[image: External link] and music videos[image: External link]. Sometimes, a record label is also a publishing[image: External link] company that manages such brands and trademarks, coordinates the production, manufacture[image: External link], distribution[image: External link], marketing, promotion, and enforcement of copyright[image: External link] for sound recordings and music videos; conducts talent scouting and development of new artists ("artists and repertoire" or " A&R[image: External link]"); and maintains contracts[image: External link] with recording artists and their managers. The term "record label" derives from the circular label in the center of a vinyl record which prominently displays the manufacturer's name, along with other information.[1]


[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Music industry




Within the mainstream music industry[image: External link], recording artists have traditionally been reliant upon record labels to broaden their consumer base, market their albums, and be both promoted and heard on music streaming services, radio, and television. Record labels provide publicists[image: External link], who assist performers in gaining positive media coverage, and arrange for their merchandise to be available via stores and other media outlets.

But an increasing number of artists have sought to avoid costs and gain new audiences via the Internet, often with the help of videos[image: External link]. Combined with the decline in album sales and rapid growth in free content available online, this has changed the way industry works dramatically since the beginning of the 21st century. It has caused record labels to seek new sources of profit, in particular via "360" deals (see below, under "new label strategies").


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Major versus independent record labels




Record labels may be small, localized, and " independent[image: External link]" ("indie"), or they may be part of a large international media group[image: External link], or somewhere in between. As of 2012, there are only three labels that can be referred to as "major labels" (Universal Music Group[image: External link], Sony Music Entertainment[image: External link], and Warner Music Group[image: External link]).[2] A "sublabel" is a label that is part of a larger record company but trades under a different name.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Imprint




When a label is strictly a trademark or brand, not a company, then it is usually called an " imprint[image: External link]", a term used for the same concept in publishing[image: External link]. An imprint is sometimes marketed as being a "project", "unit", or "division" of a record label company, even though there is no legal business structure associated with the imprint.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Independent




See: Independent record label[image: External link]


Record companies and music publishers that are not under the control of the big three are generally considered to be independent ( indie[image: External link]), even if they are large corporations with complex structures. The term indie label is sometimes used to refer to only those independent labels that adhere to independent criteria of corporate structure and size, and some consider an indie label to be almost any label that releases non-mainstream music, regardless of its corporate structure.

Independent labels are often considered more artist-friendly. Though they may have less financial clout, indie labels typically offer larger artist royalty with 50% profit-share agreement, aka 50-50 deal, not uncommon.[3]
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 Sublabel




Music collectors often use the term sublabel to refer to either an imprint or a subordinate label company (such as those within a group). For example, in the 1980s and 1990s, "4th & B'way" was a trademarked brand owned by Island Records[image: External link] Ltd. in the UK and by a subordinate branch, Island Records, Inc., in the United States. The center label on a 4th & Broadway record marketed in the United States would typically bear a 4th & B'way logo and would state in the fine print, "4th & B'way™, an Island Records, Inc. company". Collectors discussing labels as brands would say that 4th & B'way is a sublabel or imprint of just "Island" or "Island Records". Similarly, collectors who choose to treat corporations and trademarks as equivalent might say 4th & B'way is an imprint and/or sublabel of both Island Records, Ltd. and that company's sublabel, Island Records, Inc. However, such definitions are complicated by the corporate mergers[image: External link] that occurred in 1989 (when Island was sold to PolyGram) and 1998 (when PolyGram merged with Universal). Island remained registered as corporations in both the United States and UK, but control of its brands changed hands multiple times as new companies were formed, diminishing the corporation's distinction as the "parent" of any sublabels.
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 Vanity labels




See: Vanity label[image: External link]


Vanity labels are labels that bear an imprint that gives the impression of an artist's ownership or control, but in fact represent a standard artist/label relationship. In such an arrangement, the artist will control nothing more than the usage of the name on the label, but may enjoy a greater say in the packaging of his or her work. An example of such a label is the Neutron label owned by ABC while at Phonogram Inc.[image: External link] in the UK. At one point artist Lizzie Tear (under contract with ABC themselves) appeared on the imprint, but it was devoted almost entirely to ABC's offerings and is still used for their re-releases (though Phonogram owns the masters of all the work issued on the label).

However, not all labels dedicated to particular artists are completely superficial in origin. Many artists, early in their careers, create their own labels which are later bought out by a bigger company. If this is the case it can sometimes give the artist greater freedom than if they were signed directly to the big label. There are many examples of this kind of label, such as Nothing Records[image: External link], owned by Trent Reznor[image: External link] of Nine Inch Nails[image: External link]; and Morning Records, owned by The Cooper Temple Clause[image: External link], who were releasing EPs for years before the company was bought by RCA[image: External link].
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 Relationship with artists




A label typically enters into an exclusive recording contract[image: External link] with an artist to market the artist's recordings in return for royalties[image: External link] on the selling price of the recordings. Contracts may extend over short or long durations, and may or may not refer to specific recordings. Established, successful artists tend to be able to renegotiate their contracts to get terms more favorable to them, but Prince[image: External link]'s much-publicized 1994–1996 feud with Warner Bros.[image: External link] provides a strong counterexample, as does Roger McGuinn[image: External link]'s claim, made in July 2000 before a US Senate committee, that The Byrds[image: External link] never received any of the royalties they had been promised for their biggest hits, "Mr. Tambourine Man[image: External link]" and "Turn! Turn!, Turn![image: External link]".[4]

A contract either provides for the artist to deliver completed recordings to the label, or for the label to undertake the recording with the artist. For artists without a recording history, the label is often involved in selecting producers, recording studios, additional musicians, and songs to be recorded, and may supervise the output of recording sessions. For established artists, a label is usually less involved in the recording process.

The relationship between record labels and artists can be a difficult one. Many artists have had albums altered or censored in some way by the labels before they are released—songs being edited, artwork or titles being changed, etc.[citation needed[image: External link]] Record labels generally do this because they believe that the album will sell better if the changes are made. Often the record label's decisions are prudent ones from a commercial perspective, but this typically frustrates the artists who feels that their art is being diminished or misrepresented by such actions.

In the early days of the recording industry, recording labels were absolutely necessary for the success of any artist.[citation needed[image: External link]] The first goal of any new artist or band was to get signed to a contract as soon as possible. In the 1940s, 1950s, and 1960s, many artists were so desperate to sign a contract with a record company that they sometimes ended up signing agreements in which they sold the rights to their recordings to the record label in perpetuity. Entertainment lawyers[image: External link] are usually employed by artists to discuss contract terms.

Through the advances of the Internet the role of labels is becoming increasingly changed, as artists are able to freely distribute their own material through web radio, peer to peer file sharing such as BitTorrent[image: External link], and other services, for little or no cost but with little financial return. Established artists, such as Nine Inch Nails, whose career was developed with major label backing, announced an end to their major label contracts, citing that the uncooperative nature of the recording industry with these new trends are hurting musicians, fans and the industry as a whole.[5] Nine Inch Nails later returned to working with a major label,[6] admitting that they needed the international marketing and promotional reach that a major label can provide. Radiohead[image: External link] also cited similar motives with the end of their contract with EMI[image: External link] when their album In Rainbows[image: External link] was released as a "pay what you want[image: External link]" sales model as an online download, but they also returned to a label for a conventional release.[7] Research shows that record labels still control most access to distribution.[8]
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 New label strategies




With the advancement of the computer and technology like Internet, leading to an increase in file sharing and direct-to-fan[image: External link] digital distribution, combined with music sales plummeting in recent years,[9] labels and organizations have had to change their strategies and the way they work with artists. New types of deals are being made with artists called "multiple rights" or "360" deals with artists. These types of pacts give labels rights and percentages to artist's touring, merchandising, and endorsements[image: External link]. In exchange for these rights, labels usually give higher advance payments to artists, have more patience with artist development, and pay higher percentages of CD sales. These 360 deals are most effective when the artist is established and has a loyal fan base. For that reason, labels now have to be more relaxed with the development of artists because longevity is the key to these types of pacts. Several artists such as Paramore[image: External link], Maino[image: External link], and even Madonna[image: External link] have signed such types of deals.

A look at an actual 360 deal offered by Atlantic Records[image: External link] to an artist shows a variation of the structure. Atlantic’s document offers a conventional cash advance to sign the artist, who would receive a royalty for sales after expenses were recouped. With the release of the artist's first album, however, the label has an option to pay an additional $200,000 in exchange for 30 percent of the net income from all touring, merchandise, endorsements, and fan-club fees. Atlantic would also have the right to approve the act’s tour schedule, and the salaries of certain tour and merchandise sales employees hired by the artist. But the label also offers the artist a 30 percent cut of the label's album profits —if any—which represents an improvement from the typical industry royalty of 15 percent.[10]
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 History
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 Industry consolidation




In the 1970s and 1980s, there was a phase of consolidation in the record industry that led to almost all major labels being owned by a very few multinational companies. CDs still flow through a handful of sources, with the majority of the sales going through the "big three" record labels.
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 Resurgence of independent labels




In the 1990s, as a result of the widespread use of home studios, consumer recording technology, and the Internet, independent labels began to become more commonplace. Independent labels are often artist-owned (although not always), with a stated intent often being to control the quality of the artist's output. Independent labels usually do not enjoy the resources available to the "big three" and as such will often lag behind them in market shares. Often independent artists manage a return by recording for a much smaller production cost of a typical big label release. Sometimes they are able to recoup their initial advance even with much lower sales numbers.

On occasion, established artists, once their record contract has finished, move to an independent label. This often gives the combined advantage of name recognition and more control over one's music along with a larger portion of royalty profits. Artists such as Dolly Parton[image: External link], Aimee Mann[image: External link], Prince[image: External link], Public Enemy[image: External link], BKBravo (Kua and Rafi), among others, have done this. Historically, companies started in this manner have been re-absorbed into the major labels (two examples are American singer Frank Sinatra[image: External link]'s Reprise Records[image: External link], which has been owned by Warner Music Group[image: External link] for some time now, and musician Herb Alpert[image: External link]'s A&M Records[image: External link], now owned by Universal Music Group). Similarly, Madonna[image: External link]'s Maverick Records (started by Madonna with her manager and another partner) was to come under control of Warner Music when Madonna divested[image: External link] herself of controlling shares in the company.

There are many independent labels such as folk singer Ani DiFranco[image: External link]'s Righteous Babe Records[image: External link]. The singer turned down lucrative contracts from several top-name labels in order to establish her own New York-based company. Constant touring resulted in noteworthy success for an act without significant major funding. DiFranco and others from the company have spoken on several occasions about their business model in the hope of encouraging others.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Some independent labels become successful enough that major record companies negotiate contracts to either distribute music for the label or in some cases, purchase the label completely.

On the punk rock[image: External link] scene, the DIY ethic[image: External link] encourages bands to self-publish and self-distribute. This approach evolved out of necessity around since the early 1980s, due to the major labels' aversion to signing the punk rock bands that spawned after the initial wave in the mid-70s. Such labels have a reputation for being fiercely uncompromising and especially unwilling to cooperate with the big record labels[image: External link] at all. One of the most notable and influential labels of the Do-It-Yourself attitude was SST Records[image: External link], created by the band Black Flag[image: External link]. No labels wanted to release their material, so they simply created their own label to release not only their own material but the material of many other influential underground bands all over the country. Ian MacKaye[image: External link]'s Dischord[image: External link] is often cited as a model of success in the DIY community, having survived for over thirty years with less than twelve employees at any one time.
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 Internet and digital labels




See: Netlabel[image: External link]


With the Internet now being a viable source for obtaining music, netlabels[image: External link] have emerged. Depending on the ideals of the net label, music files from the artists may be downloaded free of charge or for a fee that is paid via PayPal[image: External link] or other online payment system. Some of these labels also offer hard copy CDs in addition to direct download. Digital Labels are the latest version of a 'net' label. Whereas 'net' labels were started as a free site, digital labels are more competition for the major record labels.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Open-source labels




See: Open-source record label[image: External link]


The new century brought the phenomenon of open-source or open-content record label. These are inspired by the free software[image: External link] and open source[image: External link] movements and the success of GNU/Linux[image: External link].
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 Publishers as labels




In the mid-2000s, some music publishing companies began undertaking the work traditionally done by labels. The publisher Sony/ATV Music, for example, leveraged its connections within the Sony family to produce, record, distribute, and promote Elliott Yamin[image: External link]'s debut album under a dormant Sony-owned imprint, rather than waiting for a deal with a proper label.[11]
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 Major labels
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 Major labels 1988–1999 (Big Six)





	Warner Music Group[image: External link]

	EMI[image: External link]

	
Sony Music[image: External link] (known as CBS Records until January 1991 then known as Sony Music thereafter)


	BMG[image: External link]

	Universal Music Group[image: External link]

	PolyGram[image: External link]
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 Major labels 1999–2004 (Big Five)





	Warner Music Group[image: External link]

	EMI[image: External link]

	Sony Music[image: External link]

	BMG[image: External link]

	
Universal Music Group[image: External link] (PolyGram absorbed into UMG)
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 Major labels 2004–2012 (Big Four)





	Universal Music Group[image: External link]

	
Sony BMG[image: External link] (The Sony and BMG joint-venture label. Traded as Sony Music Entertainment after 2008 merger)


	Warner Music Group[image: External link]

	EMI[image: External link]
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 Major labels since 2012 (Big Three)





	
Universal Music Group[image: External link] (most of EMI's recorded music division absorbed into UMG)

	
Sony Music[image: External link] (EMI Music Publishing absorbed into Sony/ATV Music Publishing)


	
Warner Music Group[image: External link] (EMI's Parlophone and EMI/Virgin Classics labels absorbed into WMG on 1 July 2013)[12]




Record labels are often under the control of a corporate umbrella organization called a "music group[image: External link]". A music group is typically owned by an international conglomerate[image: External link] "holding company[image: External link]", which often has non-music divisions as well. A music group controls and consists of music publishing companies, record (sound recording) manufacturers, record distributors, and record labels. As of 2007, the "big four" music groups control about 70% of the world music market[image: External link], and about 80% of the United States music market.[13][14] Record companies (manufacturers, distributors, and labels) may also constitute a "record group" which is, in turn, controlled by a music group. The constituent companies in a music group or record group are sometimes marketed as being "divisions" of the group.
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 See also





	List of record labels[image: External link]

	White label[image: External link]
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Parkwood Entertainment





Parkwood Entertainment is an American entertainment and management company founded by American singer Beyoncé in 2007. It is located in Los Angeles[image: External link] and its involvements include products for music production[image: External link], motion pictures[image: External link] and television specials[image: External link] related to Beyoncé. The company's first release was the film Cadillac Records[image: External link] (2008). In October 2014, Beyoncé, with Parkwood Entertainment formed a business collaboration with British-based fashion company Topshop[image: External link], forming Parkwood Topshop Athletic Ltd.
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 History




Parkwood Entertainment was founded in 2007 by American singer, actress, producer, and director Beyoncé. The company is named after a street in Houston, Texas[image: External link] where Beyoncé once lived.[1] With headquarters in New York City[image: External link], the company serves as an umbrella for the entertainer's various brands in music, movies, videos, and fashion. The staff of Parkwood Entertainment have experiences in arts and entertainment, from filmmaking and video production to web and fashion design. In addition to departments in marketing, digital, creative, publicity, fashion design and merchandising, the company houses a state-of-the art editing suite, where Beyoncé works on content for her worldwide tours, music videos and television specials. Parkwood Entertainment's first production was the musical biopic Cadillac Records[image: External link] (2008), in which Beyoncé starred and co-produced.[2] In 2009, she starred in and executive produced the thriller Obsessed[image: External link]. During a private screening held at New York's School of Visual Arts Theatre following the release of her fifth self-titled studio album, Beyoncé briefly discussed about her decision to found Parkwood Entertainment in front of her fans and the press, saying:


"I started my own company when I decided to manage myself. It was important that I didn't go to some big management company, I felt like I wanted to follow the footsteps of Madonna[image: External link] and be a powerhouse and have my own empire, and show other women when you get to this point in your career you don't have to go sign with someone else and share your money and your success—you do it yourself."[3]



In October 2014, Beyoncé with Parkwood Entertainment formed a large collaboration with Topshop[image: External link], creating the subsidiary Parkwood Topshop Athletic Ltd, to produce an athletic, streetwear brand. The company and collaboration is a 50/50 split, with both parent companies owning half of this new division. Beyoncé commented on the collaboration stating "I could not think of a better partner as I continue to grow the Parkwood business".[4]

In 2015, Parkwood expanded into managing the careers of upcoming artists and signed Chloe x Halle, Sophie Beem[image: External link] and Ingrid.[5][6][7]

In 2016, the general manager of Parkwood, and head of digital left the company after plans were announced to move the headquarters from New York to Los Angeles.[8] Steve Pamon, from JP Morgan Chase[image: External link] took office as the COO[image: External link] of the company as well.[8]
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 Filmography





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Motion pictures





	
Cadillac Records[image: External link] (2008), with Sony Music Film[image: External link]


	
Obsessed[image: External link] (2009)
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 Television specials





	
I Am... World Tour (2010)[9]


	
Beyoncé: Year of 4 (2011)[10]


	
Live at Roseland: Elements of 4 (2011)[11]


	
Life Is But a Dream (2013)

	
Beyoncé: X10[image: External link] (2014)

	
On the Run Tour: Beyoncé and Jay Z[image: External link] (2014), with Roc Nation[image: External link]


	
Lemonade (2016)
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 Music videos






	"Run the World (Girls)[image: External link]" (2011)

	"Best Thing I Never Had[image: External link]" (2011)

	" 1+1[image: External link]" (2011)

	" Countdown[image: External link]" (2011)

	"Love on Top[image: External link]" (2011)

	" Party[image: External link]" (2011)

	"Dance for You[image: External link]" (2011)

	"Pretty Hurts[image: External link]" (2013)

	" Ghost[image: External link]" (2013)

	" Haunted[image: External link]" (2013)

	"Drunk in Love[image: External link]" (2013)

	" Blow[image: External link]" (2013)

	"No Angel[image: External link]" (2013)

	" Yoncé[image: External link]" (2013)

	" Partition[image: External link]" (2013)

	" Jealous[image: External link]" (2013)

	" Rocket[image: External link]" (2013)

	" Mine[image: External link]" (2013)

	" XO[image: External link]" (2013)

	" Flawless[image: External link]" (2013)

	" Superpower[image: External link]" (2013)

	" Heaven[image: External link]" (2013)

	"Blue" (2013)

	"Grown Woman" (2013)

	" Run[image: External link]" (2014)

	" 7/11[image: External link]" (2014)

	"Feeling Myself[image: External link]" (2015)

	" Formation[image: External link]" (2016)

	"Skyline" (2016)

	"Drop" (2016)

	"Flex" (2016)

	"Pray You Catch Me" (2016)

	"Hold Up[image: External link]" (2016)

	"Don't Hurt Yourself" (2016)

	" Sorry[image: External link]" (2016)

	"6 Inch" (2016)

	"Daddy Lessons" (2016)

	"Love Drought" (2016)

	"Sandcastles" (2016)

	"Forward" (2016)

	"Freedom" (2016)

	"All Night[image: External link]" (2016)
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 Discography





	
Beyoncé – 4 (2011), with Columbia Records


	
Beyoncé − Beyoncé (2013), with Columbia Records

	
Beyoncé − Lemonade (2016), with Columbia Records

	
Chloe x Halle − Sugar Symphony (2016), with Columbia Records[12]


	
Sophie Beem[image: External link] − Sophie Beem (2016), with Columbia Records[13]


	Ingrid - Trill Feels (2016), with Columbia Records
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 Business collaborations





	
Topshop[image: External link] (2014), Parkwood Topshop Athletic Ltd – Ivy Park.[4]


	Sidestep (2016) – $150,000 investment.[14]





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 References






	
^ "Beyoncé"[image: External link]. Music World Entertainment[image: External link]. Retrieved April 7, 2012.


	
^ Buchanan, Jason. "Cadillac Records (2008)"[image: External link]. AllMovie[image: External link]. AllRovi[image: External link]. Rovi Corporation[image: External link]. Retrieved April 7, 2012.


	
^ Gensler, Andy (December 22, 2013). "Beyonce on Self-Management, Following Madonna's Footsteps, Developing Other Artists"[image: External link]. Billboard. Prometheus Global Media. Retrieved September 7, 2014.


	
^ a b Milligan, Lauren (October 27, 2014). "CONFIRMED: Beyoncé And Topshop Launch Activewear"[image: External link]. Vogue[image: External link]. Retrieved October 27, 2014.


	
^ Times, Music (2015-05-02). "Beyonce's Parkwood Entertainment Offers 3 Teen Girls Management Contracts"[image: External link]. Music Times. Retrieved 2017-01-09.


	
^ "Beyoncé's management company offers 3 teens contracts"[image: External link]. NY Daily News. Retrieved 2017-01-09.


	
^ "Meet Ingrid, The Rapper Signed to Beyoncé's Label"[image: External link]. The FADER. Retrieved 2017-01-09.


	
^ a b "Beyonce's Management Company Parkwood Is Undergoing an Executive Overhaul"[image: External link]. Billboard. Retrieved 2017-01-09.


	
^ "Music World/Columbia Records Releasing Beyonce's I AM...WORLD TOUR, the New Full-Length DVD Concert Film Experience Produced, Directed & Edited by Beyonce for Her Own Parkwood Pictures"[image: External link] (Press release). New York: PR Newswire[image: External link]. November 16, 2010. Retrieved April 7, 2012.


	
^ Seidman, Robert (June 28, 2011). "MTV & BET to Simulcast "Beyonce: Year of 4" Special Thursday, June 30 at 7p"[image: External link] (Press release). TV by the Numbers[image: External link]. Retrieved April 14, 2012.


	
^ "DVD Credits: Live at Roseland: Elements of 4"[image: External link]. Beyonceonline.com. Archived from the original[image: External link] on March 5, 2013. Retrieved April 7, 2012.


	
^ "Beyonce's Singing Sister Duo Chloe x Halle Release Gorgeous 'Sugar Symphony' EP: Exclusive"[image: External link]. Billboard. Retrieved 2017-01-09.


	
^ "Sophie Beem - EP by Sophie Beem on Apple Music"[image: External link]. iTunes. Retrieved 2017-01-09.


	
^ Constine, Josh (September 29, 2016). "Beyoncé becomes a tech startup investor"[image: External link]. TechCrunch[image: External link]. Retrieved September 30, 2016.






TOP




Categories[image: External link]:

	2007 establishments in New York[image: External link]

	Beyoncé[image: External link]

	Companies based in New York City[image: External link]

	Media companies established in 2007[image: External link]

	Clothing companies of the United States[image: External link]

	Entertainment companies of the United States[image: External link]

	Event management companies[image: External link]

	Film distributors of the United States[image: External link]

	Film production companies of the United States[image: External link]

	Music production companies[image: External link]

	Music publishing companies of the United States[image: External link]

	Talent agencies[image: External link]

	Television production companies of the United States[image: External link]

	Video production companies[image: External link]
















This page was last modified on 8 March 2017, at 15:21.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article Parkwood Entertainment: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parkwood_Entertainment [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=Parkwood_Entertainment [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 History

	2 Logos and branding

	3 List of Columbia Records artists

	4 Subsidiaries

	5 Affiliated labels

	6 Recording studios

	7 Executives

	8 See also

	9 References

	10 Further reading

	11 External links





Columbia Records





Columbia Records (also known simply as Columbia) is an American record label owned by Sony Music Entertainment[image: External link] (SME), a subsidiary[image: External link] of Sony Corporation of America, Inc.[image: External link], the United States division of Sony Corporation[image: External link]. It was founded in 1887, evolving from an earlier enterprise named the American Graphophone Company[image: External link], the successor to the Volta Graphophone Company[image: External link].[1] Columbia is the oldest surviving brand name[image: External link] in the recorded sound business,[2][3][4] being the second major record company to produce recorded records.[5] Columbia Records went on to release records by an array of notable singers, instrumentalists, and bands. From 1961 to 1990, its recordings were released outside the U.S. and Canada by the CBS Records label (which was named after the Columbia Broadcasting System[image: External link]) to avoid confusion with the EMI label of the same name[image: External link], before adopting the Columbia name internationally in 1990. It is one of Sony Music's three flagship record labels alongside RCA Records[image: External link] and Epic Records[image: External link].

Until 1989, Columbia Records had no connection to Columbia Pictures[image: External link], which used various other names for record labels they owned, including Colpix Records[image: External link], Colgems Records[image: External link], Bell Records[image: External link] and later Arista Records[image: External link]. Rather, as above, it was connected to CBS[image: External link] (which stood for Columbia Broadcasting System), a broadcasting[image: External link] media company[image: External link] which had purchased the company in 1938, and had been co-founded in 1927 by Columbia Records itself. Though Arista Records was sold to Bertelsmann Music Group[image: External link] (BMG), it would later become a sister label of Columbia Records through its mutual connection to Sony Music. Both Columbia Records and Columbia Pictures are connected through their parent company Sony Corporation of America[image: External link], which is the parent of both the music and motion picture[image: External link] arms of Sony[image: External link] in the United States.

Artists that have recorded for Columbia Records include, but are not limited to, AC/DC[image: External link], Bob Dylan[image: External link], Celine Dion[image: External link], David Bowie[image: External link], Harry Styles[image: External link], Leonard Cohen[image: External link], Bruce Springsteen[image: External link], Barbra Streisand[image: External link], Pink Floyd[image: External link], Tony Bennett[image: External link], Roger Waters[image: External link], Adele, Barry Gibb[image: External link], Beyoncé, Susan Boyle[image: External link], Billy Joel[image: External link], Calvin Harris[image: External link], Depeche Mode[image: External link], Daft Punk[image: External link], David Gilmour[image: External link], Destiny's Child, John Mayer[image: External link], Little Mix[image: External link], One Direction[image: External link], Pharrell Williams[image: External link], Robbie Williams[image: External link], Adam Ant[image: External link] and System of a Down[image: External link].[6]
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 History
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 Beginnings (1887–1929)




The Columbia Phonograph Company was founded in 1887 by stenographer, lawyer and New Jersey native Edward Easton[image: External link] (1856–1915) and a group of investors. It derived its name from the District of Columbia[image: External link], where it was headquartered.[7][8] At first it had a local monopoly on sales and service of Edison[image: External link] phonographs[image: External link] and phonograph cylinders[image: External link] in Washington, D.C., Maryland[image: External link] and Delaware[image: External link]. As was the custom of some of the regional phonograph companies, Columbia produced many commercial cylinder recordings of its own, and its catalogue of musical records in 1891 was 10 pages.

Columbia's ties to Edison and the North American Phonograph Company[image: External link] were severed in 1894 with the North American Phonograph Company's breakup. Thereafter it sold only records and phonographs of its own manufacture. In 1902, Columbia introduced the "XP" record, a molded brown wax record, to use up old stock. Columbia introduced "black wax" records in 1903, and, according to Tim Gracyk, continued to mold brown waxes until 1904; the highest number known to Gracyk is 32601, "Heinie", which is a duet by Arthur Collins[image: External link] and Byron G. Harlan[image: External link]. According to Gracyk, the molded brown waxes may have been sold to Sears[image: External link] for distribution (possibly under Sears' " Oxford[image: External link]" trademark for Columbia products).[9]

Columbia began selling disc records[image: External link] and phonographs in addition to the cylinder system in 1901, preceded only by their "Toy Graphophone" of 1899, which used small, vertically cut records. For a decade, Columbia competed with both the Edison Phonograph Company[image: External link] cylinders and the Victor Talking Machine Company[image: External link] disc records as one of the top three names in American recorded sound.

In order to add prestige to its early catalog of artists, Columbia contracted a number of New York Metropolitan Opera[image: External link] stars to make recordings (from 1903 onward). These stars included Marcella Sembrich[image: External link], Lillian Nordica[image: External link], Antonio Scotti[image: External link] and Edouard de Reszke[image: External link], but the technical standard of their recordings was not considered to be as high as the results achieved with classical singers during the pre–World War I[image: External link] period by Victor, Edison, England's His Master's Voice[image: External link] (by Victor Talking Machine Company[image: External link]) or Italy's Fonotipia Records[image: External link]. After an abortive attempt in 1904 to manufacture discs with the recording grooves stamped into both sides of each disc—not just one—in 1908 Columbia commenced successful mass production of what they called their "Double-Faced" discs, the 10-inch variety initially selling for 65 cents apiece. The firm also introduced the internal-horn " Grafonola[image: External link]" to compete with the extremely popular " Victrola[image: External link]" sold by the rival Victor Talking Machine Company[image: External link].

During this era, Columbia used the famous "Magic Notes" logo—a pair of sixteenth notes[image: External link] (semiquavers) in a circle—both in the United States and overseas (where this particular logo would never substantially change).

Columbia stopped recording and manufacturing wax cylinder records in 1908, after arranging to issue celluloid cylinder records made by the Indestructible Record Company of Albany, New York, as "Columbia Indestructible Records". In July 1912, Columbia decided to concentrate exclusively on disc records and stopped manufacturing cylinder phonographs although they continued selling Indestructible's cylinders under the Columbia name for a year or two more. Columbia was split into two companies, one to make records and one to make players. Columbia Phonograph was moved to Connecticut, and Ed Easton went with it. Eventually it was renamed the Dictaphone Corporation[image: External link].[7]

In late 1923, Columbia went into receivership. The company was bought by its English subsidiary, the Columbia Graphophone Company[image: External link] in 1925 and the label, record numbering system, and recording process changed. (The "New Process" [still acoustic] was used on budget labels until 1930). See more at American Columbia single record cataloging systems[image: External link]. On February 25, 1925, Columbia began recording with the new electric recording process licensed from Western Electric[image: External link]. The new "Viva-tonal" records set a benchmark in tone and clarity unequaled on commercial discs during the "78-rpm" era. The first electrical recordings were made by Art Gillham[image: External link], the popular "Whispering Pianist". In a secret agreement with Victor, neither company made the new recording technology public knowledge for some months, in order not to hurt sales of their existing acoustically recorded catalog while a new electrically recorded catalog was being compiled.

In 1926, Columbia acquired Okeh Records[image: External link] and its growing stable of jazz and blues artists, including Louis Armstrong[image: External link] and Clarence Williams[image: External link]. Columbia had already built an impressive catalog of blues and jazz artists, including Bessie Smith[image: External link] in their highly successful 14000-D Race series. Columbia also had a very successful "Hillbilly" series (15000-D). In 1928, Paul Whiteman[image: External link], the nation's most popular orchestra leader, left Victor to record for Columbia. That same year, Columbia executive Frank Buckley Walker[image: External link] pioneered some of the first country music or "hillbilly" genre recordings with the Johnson City sessions[image: External link] in Tennessee, including artists such as Clarence Horton Greene[image: External link] and the legendary fiddler and entertainer, "Fiddlin'" Charlie Bowman[image: External link]. He followed that with a return to Tennessee the next year, as well as recording sessions in other cities of the South. 1929 saw industry legend Ben Selvin[image: External link] signing on as house bandleader and A. & R. director. Other favorites in the Viva-tonal era included Ruth Etting[image: External link], Paul Whiteman[image: External link], Fletcher Henderson[image: External link], Ipana Troubadours[image: External link] (a Sam Lanin group), Ben Selvin[image: External link], and Ted Lewis[image: External link]. Columbia kept using acoustic recording for "budget label" pop product well into 1929 on the labels Harmony, Velvet Tone (both general purpose labels) and Diva (sold exclusively at W.T. Grant[image: External link] stores). 1929 was the year that Columbia's older rival and former affiliate Edison Records[image: External link] folded, leaving Columbia as the oldest surviving record label.
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 Columbia ownership separation (1931–1936)




In 1931, the British Columbia Graphophone Company[image: External link] (itself originally a subsidiary of American Columbia Records, then to become independent, actually went on to purchase its former parent, American Columbia, in late 1929) merged with the Gramophone Company[image: External link] to form Electric & Musical Industries Ltd. ( EMI[image: External link]). EMI was forced to sell its American Columbia operations (because of anti-trust concerns) and the Grigsby-Grunow Company, makers of the Majestic Radio were the purchaser. But Majestic soon fell on hard times. An abortive attempt in 1932 (around the same time that Victor was experimenting with its 33 1⁄3 "program transcriptions") was the "Longer Playing Record", a finer-grooved 10" 78 with 4:30 to 5:00 playing time per side. Columbia issued about eight of these (in the 18000-D series), as well as a short-lived series of double-grooved "Longer Playing Record"s on its Clarion Records, Harmony[image: External link] and Velvet Tone[image: External link] labels. All of these experiments (and indeed the Clarion, Harmony and Velvet Tone labels) were discontinued by mid-1932.

A longer-lived marketing ploy was the Columbia "Royal Blue Record," a brilliant blue laminated product with matching label. Royal Blue issues, made from late 1932 through 1935, are particularly popular with collectors for their rarity and musical interest. The Columbla plant in Oakland, California[image: External link], did Columbia's pressings for sale west of the Rockies and continued using the Royal Blue material for these until about mid-1936.

With the Great Depression's tightened economic stranglehold on the country, in a day when the phonograph itself had become a passé luxury, nothing slowed Columbia's decline. It was still producing some of the most remarkable records of the day, especially on sessions produced by John Hammond[image: External link] and financed by EMI for overseas release. Grigsby-Grunow went under in 1934 and was forced to sell Columbia for a mere $70,000 to the American Record Corporation[image: External link] (ARC).[11] This combine already included Brunswick[image: External link] as its premium label so Columbia was relegated to slower sellers such as the Hawaiian music of Andy Iona[image: External link], the Irving Mills[image: External link] stable of artists and songs and the still unknown Benny Goodman[image: External link]. By late 1936, pop releases were discontinued, leaving the label essentially defunct.

In 1935, Herbert M. Greenspon, an 18-year-old shipping clerk, led a committee to organize the first trade union shop at the main manufacturing factory in Bridgeport, Connecticut[image: External link]. Elected as president of the Congress of Industrial Unions (CIO) local, Greenspon negotiated the first contract between factory workers and Columbia management. In a career with Columbia that lasted 30 years, Greenspon retired after achieving the position of executive vice president of the company. The former Columbia Records factory in Bridgeport (which closed in 1964)[12] has been converted into an apartment building called Columbia Towers.[13]

As southern gospel[image: External link] developed, Columbia had astutely sought to record the artists associated with that aspiring genre; for example, Columbia was the only company to record Charles Davis Tillman[image: External link]. Most fortuitously for Columbia in its Depression Era[image: External link] financial woes, in 1936 the company entered into an exclusive recording contract with the Chuck Wagon Gang[image: External link], a symbiotic relationship which continued into the 1970s. A signature group of southern gospel[image: External link], the Chuck Wagon Gang became Columbia's bestsellers with at least 37 million records,[14] many of them through the aegis of the Mull Singing Convention of the Air sponsored on radio (and later television) by southern gospel broadcaster J. Bazzel Mull[image: External link] (1914–2006).
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 CBS takes over (1938–1947)




In 1938 ARC, including the Columbia label in the USA, was bought by William S. Paley[image: External link] of the Columbia Broadcasting System[image: External link] for US$750,000.[15] (Columbia Records had originally co-founded CBS in 1927 along with New York talent agent Arthur Judson[image: External link], but soon cashed out of the partnership leaving only the name; Paley acquired the fledgling radio network in 1928.) CBS revived the Columbia label in place of Brunswick and the Okeh label in place of Vocalion[image: External link]. CBS renamed the company Columbia Recording Corporation[16] and retained control of all of ARC's past masters, but in a complicated move, the pre-1931 Brunswick and Vocalion masters, as well as trademarks of Brunswick and Vocalion, reverted to Warner Bros. (who had leased their whole recording operation to ARC in early 1932) and Warners sold the lot to Decca Records[image: External link] in 1941.[17]

The Columbia trademark from this point until the late 1950s was two overlapping circles with the Magic Notes in the left circle and a CBS microphone in the right circle. The Royal Blue labels now disappeared in favor of a deep red, which caused RCA Victor[image: External link] to claim infringement on its Red Seal[image: External link] trademark (RCA lost the case). The blue Columbia label was kept for its classical music[image: External link] Columbia Masterworks Records[image: External link] line until it was later changed to a green label before switching to a gray label in the late 1950s, and then to the bronze that is familiar to owners of its classical and Broadway albums. Columbia Phonograph Company of Canada did not survive the Great Depression[image: External link], so CBS made a distribution deal with Sparton Records[image: External link] in 1939 to release Columbia records in Canada under the Columbia name.

During the 1940s Columbia had a contract with Frank Sinatra[image: External link]. Sinatra helped boost Columbia in revenue. Sinatra recorded over 200 songs with Columbia which include his most popular songs from his early years. Other popular artists on Columbia included Benny Goodman[image: External link] (signed from RCA Victor), Count Basie[image: External link], Jimmie Lunceford[image: External link] (both signed from Decca), Eddy Duchin[image: External link], Ray Noble[image: External link] (both moved to Columbia from Brunswick), Kate Smith[image: External link], Mildred Bailey[image: External link], and Will Bradley[image: External link].

In 1947, CBS founded its Mexican record company, Discos Columbia de Mexico.[18] 1948 also saw the first classical LP Nathan Milstein's recording of the Mendelssohn Violin Concerto[image: External link]. Columbia's 33 rpm format quickly spelled the death of the classical 78 rpm record and for the first time gave Columbia a commanding lead over RCA Victor Red Seal[image: External link].[19][20]
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 The LP record (1948–1959)




Columbia's president Edward Wallerstein, instrumental in steering Paley to the ARC purchase, at this time set his talents to the goal (as he saw it) of hearing an entire movement of a symphony on one side of an album. Ward Botsford writing for the Twenty-Fifth Anniversary Issue of High Fidelity Magazine relates, "He was no inventor—he was simply a man who seized an idea whose time was ripe and begged, ordered, and cajoled a thousand men into bringing into being the now accepted medium of the record business." Despite Wallerstein's stormy tenure, in 1948 Columbia introduced the Long Playing "microgroove" LP[image: External link] record format (sometimes written "Lp" in early advertisements), which rotated at 33⅓ revolutions per minute[image: External link], to be the standard for the gramophone record for half a century. CBS research director Dr. Peter Goldmark[image: External link] played a managerial role in the collaborative effort, but Wallerstein credits engineer William Savory[image: External link] with the technical prowess that brought the long-playing disc to the public.[21]

By the early 1940s, Columbia had been experimenting with higher fidelity recordings, as well as longer masters, which paved the way for the successful release of the LPs in 1948. One such record that helped set a new standard for music listeners was the 10" LP reissue of The Voice of Frank Sinatra[image: External link], originally released on March 4, 1946 as an album of four 78 rpm records, which was the first pop album issued in the new LP format. Sinatra[image: External link] was arguably Columbia's hottest commodity and his artistic vision combined with the direction Columbia were taking the medium of music, both popular and classic, were well suited. The Voice of Frank Sinatra was also considered to be the first genuine concept album. Since the term "LP" has come to refer to the 12 inch 33  1⁄3 rpm vinyl disk, the first LP is the Mendelssohn Violin Concerto in E minor played by Nathan Milstein with Bruno Walter conducting the New York Philharmonic (then called the Philharmonic-Symphony Orchestra of New York), Columbia ML 4001, found in the Columbia Record Catalog for 1949, published in July 1948. The other "LP's" listed in the catalog were in the 10 inch format starting with ML 2001 for the light classics, CL 6001 for popular songs and JL 8001 for children's records.[21] The Library of Congress (Washington DC) now holds the Columbia Records Paperwork Archive which shows the Label order for ML 4001 being written on March 1, 1948. One can infer that Columbia was pressing the first LPs for distribution to their dealers for at least 3 months prior to the introduction of the LP in June 1948.[22] The catalog numbering system has had minor changes ever since.

Columbia's LPs were particularly well-suited to classical music's longer pieces, so some of the early albums featured such artists as Eugene Ormandy[image: External link] and the Philadelphia Orchestra[image: External link], Bruno Walter[image: External link] and the New York Philharmonic Orchestra[image: External link], and Sir Thomas Beecham[image: External link] and the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra[image: External link]. The success of these recordings eventually persuaded Capitol Records[image: External link] to begin releasing LPs in 1949. RCA Victor began releasing LPs in 1950, quickly followed by other major American labels. Decca Records[image: External link] in the U.K. was the first to release LPs in Europe, beginning in 1949.

An "original cast recording" of Rodgers & Hammerstein[image: External link]'s South Pacific[image: External link] with Ezio Pinza[image: External link] and Mary Martin[image: External link] was recorded in 1949. Both conventional metal masters and tape were used in the sessions in New York City. For some reason, the taped version was not used until Sony released it as part of a set of CDs devoted to Columbia's Broadway albums.[23] Over the years, Columbia joined Decca and RCA Victor in specializing in albums devoted to Broadway musicals with members of the original casts. In the 1950s, Columbia also began releasing LPs drawn from the soundtracks of popular films.

Many album covers put together by Columbia and the other major labels were put together using one piece of cardboard (folded in half) and two paper "slicks," one for the front and one for the back. The front slick bended around the top, bottom, and left sides (the right side is open for the record to be inserted into the cover) and glued the two halves of cardboard together at the top and bottom. The back slick is pasted over the edges of the pasted-on front slick to make it appear that the album cover is one continuous piece.

Columbia discovered that printing two front cover slicks, one for mono and one for stereo, was inefficient and therefore needlessly costly. Starting in the summer of 1959 with some of the albums released in August, they went to the "paste-over" front slick, which had the stereo information printed on the top and the mono information printed on the bottom. For stereo issues, they moved the front slick down so the stereo information was showing at the top, and the mono information was bent around the bottom to the back and "pasted over" by the back slick. Conversely, for a mono album, they moved the slick up so the mono information showed at the bottom, and the stereo information was pasted over.
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 The 1950s




In 1951, Columbia USA began issuing records in the 45 rpm format RCA had introduced two years earlier.[24] Also in 1951, Ted Wallerstein retired as Columbia Records chairman;[25] also, Columbia USA severed its decades-long distribution arrangement with EMI and signed a distribution deal with Philips Records[image: External link] to market Columbia recordings outside North America.[26] EMI continued to distribute Okeh and later Epic label recordings until 1968. EMI also continued to distribute Columbia recordings in Australia and New Zealand. American Columbia was not happy with EMI's reluctance to introduce long playing records.[27]

Columbia became the most successful non-rock record company in the 1950s when it lured impresario Mitch Miller[image: External link] away from the Mercury label (Columbia remained largely uninterested in the teenage rock market until the early 1960s, despite a handful of crossover hits). Miller quickly signed on Mercury's biggest artist at the time, Frankie Laine[image: External link], and discovered several of the decade's biggest recording stars including Tony Bennett[image: External link], Jimmy Boyd[image: External link], Guy Mitchell[image: External link], Johnnie Ray[image: External link], The Four Lads[image: External link], Rosemary Clooney[image: External link], Ray Conniff[image: External link] and Johnny Mathis[image: External link]. He also oversaw many of the early singles of the label's top female recording star of the decade, Doris Day[image: External link]. In 1953, Columbia formed a new subsidiary label Epic Records[image: External link].[28] 1954 saw Columbia end its distribution arrangement with Sparton Records and form Columbia Records of Canada.[29] Despite favoring a country music genre, Columbia bid $15,000 for Elvis Presley[image: External link]'s contract from Sun Records[image: External link] in 1955.[30] Miller made no secret of the fact that he was not a fan of rock music and was saved from having to deal with it when Presley's manager, Colonel Tom Parker[image: External link], turned down their offer (Presley ended up signing with Columbia's now-sister label RCA Victor).[30] However, Columbia did sign two Sun artists in 1958: Johnny Cash[image: External link] and Carl Perkins[image: External link].[30]

With 1954, Columbia USA decisively broke with its past when it introduced its new, modernist[image: External link]-style "Walking Eye" logo,[31] designed by Columbia's art director S. Neil Fujita[image: External link]. This logo actually depicts a stylus (the legs) on a record (the eye); however, the "eye" also subtly refers to CBS's main business in television[image: External link], and that division's iconic Eye logo. Columbia continued to use the "notes and mike" logo on record labels and even used a promo label showing both logos until the "notes and mike" was phased out (along with the 78 in the US) in 1958. In Canada, Columbia 78s were pressed with the "Walking Eye" logo in 1958. The original Walking Eye was tall and solid; it was modified in 1961[32] to the familiar one still used today (pictured on this page), despite the fact that the Walking Eye was not used during most of the 1990s.

Columbia changed distributors in Australia and New Zealand in 1956 when the Australian Record Company picked up distribution of U.S. Columbia product to replace the Capitol Records[image: External link] product which ARC lost when EMI bought Capitol. As EMI owned the Columbia trademark at that time, the U.S. Columbia material was issued in Australia and New Zealand on the CBS Coronet[image: External link] label.

In 1956, Columbia jazz producer George Avakian[image: External link] signed Miles Davis[image: External link] to the label. In 1958, Davis's sextet released Milestones[image: External link], an influential album which explored the techniques of modal jazz[image: External link]. In 1959, Davis's sextet released Kind of Blue[image: External link], an album which has remained extremely popular and influential. In 2003, it appeared as number 12 in Rolling Stone's list of the "500 Greatest Albums Of All Time".[33]
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 Stereo




Although Columbia began recording in stereo in 1956, stereo LPs did not begin to be manufactured until 1958. One of Columbia's first stereo releases was an abridged and re-structured performance of Handel[image: External link]'s Messiah[image: External link] by the New York Philharmonic[image: External link] and the Westminster Choir[image: External link] conducted by Leonard Bernstein[image: External link] (recorded on December 31, 1956, on 1/2 inch tape, using an Ampex 300-3 machine). Bernstein combined the Nativity and Resurrection sections, and ended the performance with the death of Christ. As with RCA Victor, most of the early stereo recordings were of classical artists, including the New York Philharmonic Orchestra conducted by Bruno Walter[image: External link], Dimitri Mitropoulos[image: External link], and Leonard Bernstein[image: External link], and the Philadelphia Orchestra conducted by Eugene Ormandy[image: External link], who also recorded an abridged Messiah for Columbia. Some sessions were made with the Columbia Symphony Orchestra, an ensemble drawn from leading New York musicians, which had first made recordings with Sir Thomas Beecham in 1949 in Columbia's famous New York City studios. George Szell[image: External link] and the Cleveland Orchestra[image: External link] recorded mostly for Epic. When Epic dropped classical music, the roster and catalogue was moved to Columbia Masterworks Records[image: External link].

Columbia released its first pop stereo albums in the summer of 1958. All of the first dozen or so were stereo versions of albums already available in mono. It wasn't until September 1958, that Columbia started simultaneous mono/stereo releases.

As far as the catalog numbering system went, there was no correlation between mono and stereo versions for the first few years. Columbia started a new CS-8000 series for the stereo releases, and figuring the stereo releases as some sort of specialty niche records, didn't bother to link the mono and stereo numbers for two years. Finally, in 1960, the stereo series jumped from 8300 to 8310 to match the Lambert, Hendricks & Ross[image: External link] album issued as CL-1510. From that point, the stereo numbers were exactly 6800 higher than the mono, or to put it simply, the last two digits in the respective catalog series' matched
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 The 1960s




In 1961, CBS ended its arrangement with Philips Records and formed its own international organization, CBS Records, in 1962, which released Columbia recordings outside the USA and Canada on the CBS label (until 1964 marketed by Philips in Britain).[34] The recordings could not be released under the "Columbia Records" name because EMI operated a separate record label[image: External link] by that name outside North America. (This was the result of the legal maneuvers which had led to the creation of EMI in the early 1930s.)

Columbia's Mexican unit, Discos Columbia, was renamed Discos CBS.[34]

With the formation of CBS Records International[image: External link], it started establishing its own distribution in the early 1960s beginning in Australia. In 1960 CBS took over its distributor in Australia and New Zealand, the Australian Record Company[image: External link] (founded in 1936) including Coronet Records[image: External link], one of the leading Australian independent recording and distribution companies of the day. The CBS Coronet label was replaced by the CBS label with the 'walking eye' logo in 1963.[35] ARC continued trading under that name until the late 1970s when it formally changed its business name to CBS Australia.

In 1962, Columbia joined in the folk music[image: External link] genre when it released the debut album[image: External link] of The New Christy Minstrels[image: External link], and CBS producer John Hammond[image: External link] signed Bob Dylan[image: External link] and released his eponymous debut album[image: External link]. Dion DiMucci[image: External link] was the first major rock star to sign with Columbia in 1963, producing several hit records.

In September 1964, CBS established its own British distribution by purchasing the independent Oriole[image: External link] label, pressing plant and recording studio (as well as its sold-only-in-Woolworth's Embassy[image: External link] cover version label).[36] The acquisition gave Columbia and its sister labels a British manufacturing arm, recording studio, and over time its own roster of British recording artists during the British Invasion[image: External link] such as Chad & Jeremy[image: External link] and The Tremeloes[image: External link].

Mitch Miller left Columbia in 1965,[37] and the company ventured further into the emerging rock culture field[image: External link] by signing Paul Revere and the Raiders[image: External link] and The Byrds[image: External link].

Following the appointment of Clive Davis[image: External link] as president in 1967 the Columbia label became more of a rock music[image: External link] label, thanks mainly to Davis's fortuitous decision to attend the Monterey International Pop Festival[image: External link], where he spotted and signed several leading acts including Janis Joplin[image: External link]. Joplin led the way for several generations of female rock and rollers. However, Columbia/CBS still had a hand in traditional pop and jazz and one of its key acquisitions during this period was Barbra Streisand[image: External link]. She released her first solo album on Columbia in 1963 and remains with the label to this day.

Perhaps the most commercially successful Columbia pop act of this period was Simon & Garfunkel[image: External link]. The group broke through in 1965 when CBS producer Tom Wilson[image: External link] added drums and bass to the duo's recording of "The Sound of Silence[image: External link]" without their knowledge or approval. The dramatic success of the song ushered in the folk-rock[image: External link] boom of the mid-1960s. Simon and Garfunkel's final studio album, Bridge Over Troubled Water[image: External link] reached number one in the US album charts in January 1970 and became one of the most successful albums of all time.[38]

Over the course of the 1960s, Bob Dylan[image: External link] achieved a prominent position in Columbia. His early folk songs were recorded by many acts and became hits for Peter, Paul & Mary[image: External link] and The Turtles[image: External link]. Some of these cover versions became the foundation of the so-called folk rock[image: External link] genre. The Byrds[image: External link] achieved their pop breakthrough with a version of Dylan's "Mr. Tambourine Man[image: External link]".

In 1965, Dylan's controversial decision to 'go electric'[image: External link] and work with rock musicians divided his audience but catapulted him to greater commercial success with his 1965 hit single "Like a Rolling Stone[image: External link]". Following his withdrawal from touring in 1966, Dylan recorded a large group of songs with his backing group The Band[image: External link] which reached other artists as 'demo recordings'. These resulted in hits by Manfred Mann[image: External link] ("The Mighty Quinn[image: External link]") and Brian Auger[image: External link], Julie Driscoll[image: External link] & Trinity ("This Wheel's On Fire[image: External link]"). Dylan's late 1960s albums John Wesley Harding[image: External link] and Nashville Skyline[image: External link] became cornerstone recordings of the emergent country rock[image: External link] genre and influenced The Byrds[image: External link] and The Flying Burrito Brothers[image: External link].

Miles Davis's late 1960s recordings, In A Silent Way[image: External link] and Bitches Brew[image: External link], pioneered a new fusion of jazz and rock music[image: External link].[39]
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 The 1970s




In September 1970, under the guidance of Clive Davis[image: External link], Columbia Records entered the West Coast rock market with a vengeance, both opening a state-of-the art recording studio (CBS recording studio, 827 Folsom St, San Francisco, later the Automatt[image: External link]) and establishing an A&R head and office in San Francisco at Fisherman's Wharf, headed by ex Nils Lofgren and Roy Buchanan bandmate, Monument records artist and producer George Daly[image: External link]. The recording studio operated under CBS until 1978.[40]

During the early 1970s, Columbia began recording in a four-channel process called quadraphonic[image: External link], using the "SQ" (Stereo Quadraphonic) standard which used an electronic encoding process that could be decoded by special amplifiers and then played through four speakers, with each speaker placed in the corner of a room. Remarkably, RCA countered with another quadraphonic process which required a special cartridge to play the "discrete" recordings for four-channel playback. Both Columbia and RCA's quadraphonic records could be played on conventional stereo equipment. Although the Columbia process required less equipment and was quite effective, many were confused by the competing systems and sales of both Columbia's matrix recordings and RCA's discrete recordings were disappointing. A few other companies also issued some matrix recordings for a few years. Quadraphonic recording was used by both classical artists, including Leonard Bernstein[image: External link] and Pierre Boulez[image: External link], and popular artists such as Electric Light Orchestra[image: External link], Billy Joel[image: External link], Pink Floyd[image: External link], Johnny Cash[image: External link], Barbra Streisand[image: External link], Carlos Santana[image: External link], Herbie Hancock[image: External link], The Clash[image: External link] and Blue Öyster Cult[image: External link]. Columbia even released a soundtrack album of the movie version of Funny Girl[image: External link] in quadraphonic. Many of these recordings were later remastered and released in Dolby surround sound on CD.

In 1976, Columbia Records of Canada was renamed CBS Records Canada Ltd.[41] The Columbia label continued to be used by CBS Canada, but the CBS label was introduced for French-language[image: External link] recordings. On May 5, 1979, Columbia Masterworks began digital recording[image: External link] in a recording session of Stravinsky[image: External link]'s Petrouchka[image: External link] by the New York Philharmonic Orchestra[image: External link], conducted by Zubin Mehta[image: External link], in New York (using 3M[image: External link]'s 32-channel multitrack digital recorder).
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 The 1980s and sale to Sony




The structure of US Columbia remained the same until 1980, when it spun off the classical/Broadway unit, Columbia Masterworks Records, into a separate imprint, CBS Masterworks Records[image: External link] (now Sony Classical).

In 1988, the CBS Records Group, including the Columbia Records unit, was acquired by Sony[image: External link], which re-christened the parent division Sony Music Entertainment[image: External link] in 1991. As Sony only had a temporary license on the CBS Records name, it then acquired the rights to the Columbia trademarks (Columbia Graphophone[image: External link]) outside the U.S., Canada, Spain (trademark owned by BMG[image: External link]) and Japan (Nippon Columbia) from EMI[image: External link], which generally had not been used by them since the early 1970s. The CBS Records label was officially renamed Columbia Records on January 1, 1991 worldwide except Spain (where Sony got the rights in 2004 by forming a joint venture with BMG[42]) and Japan.[43] CBS Masterworks Records[image: External link] was renamed Sony Classical Records[image: External link]. In December 2006, CBS Corporation[image: External link] revived the CBS Records[image: External link] name for a new minor label closely linked with its television properties (coincidentally, the new CBS Records is currently distributed by another Sony Music division, RED Distribution[image: External link]).
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 The 1990s and today




Columbia Records remains a premier subsidiary label of Sony Music Entertainment[image: External link]. The label is headed by chairman Rob Stringer[image: External link], along with executive vice president and general manager Joel Klaiman[image: External link], who joined the label in December 2012.[44] In 2009, during the re-consolidation of Sony Music, Columbia was partnered with its Epic Records[image: External link] sister to form the Columbia/Epic Label Group[image: External link][45] under which it operated as an imprint. In July 2011, as part of further corporate restructuring, Epic was split from the Columbia/Epic Group as Epic took in multiple artists from Jive Records.[46]

As of March 2013, Columbia Records is home to 90 artists such as Robbie Williams[image: External link], Calvin Harris[image: External link], and Daft Punk[image: External link].[47]
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 Logos and branding




The acquisition of rights to the Columbia trademarks by EMI (including the "Magic Notes" logo) presented the company with a dilemma of which logo to use. For much of the 1990s, Columbia released its albums without a logo, just the "COLUMBIA" word mark in the Bodoni[image: External link] Classic Bold typeface.[48] Columbia experimented with bringing back the "notes and mike" logo but without the CBS mark on the microphone. That logo is currently used in the "Columbia Jazz" series of jazz releases and reissues.[49] A modified "Magic Notes" logo is found on the logo for Sony Classical[image: External link]. In mid to late 1999, it was eventually decided that the "Walking Eye" (previously the CBS Records logo outside North America) would be Columbia's logo, with the retained Columbia word mark design, throughout the world except in Japan where Columbia Music Entertainment has the rights to the Columbia trademark to this day and continues to use the "Magic Notes" logo. In Japan, CBS/Sony Records was renamed Sony Records and continues to use the "Walking Eye" logo.
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 List of Columbia Records artists




See: List of Columbia Records artists[image: External link]


As of October 2012, there were 85 recording artists signed to Columbia Records,[50] making it the largest of the three flagship labels owned by Sony Music (followed by RCA Records[image: External link] with 78 artists and Epic Records[image: External link] with 43 artists).
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 Subsidiaries





	Kemosabe Records[image: External link]

	Small Giant Records
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 Affiliated labels
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 American Recording Company (ARC)




In February 1979 Maurice White[image: External link], founding member of the R&B group Earth, Wind & Fire[image: External link], re-launched the American Recording Company[image: External link] (ARC). In addition to White's Earth, Wind & Fire, the Columbia Records-distributed label artist roster included successful R&B and pop singer Deniece Williams[image: External link], jazz-fusion group Weather Report[image: External link], and R&B trio the Emotions[image: External link]. The label's final release was in 1982.
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 Columbia Label Group (UK)




In January 2006, Sony BMG UK split its front-line operations into two separate labels. RCA Label Group, mainly dealing with Pop and R&B and Columbia Label Group, mainly dealing with Rock, Dance and Alternative music. Mike Smith[image: External link] is the Managing Director of Columbia Label Group, Ian Dutt is Marketing Director and Alison Donald is Director of A&R.
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 Aware Records




In 1997, Columbia made an affiliation with unsigned artist promotion label Aware Records[image: External link] to distribute Aware's artists' music. Through this venture, Columbia has had success finding highly successful artists. In 2002, Columbia and Aware accepted the option to continue this relationship.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Columbia Nashville




In 2007, Columbia formed Columbia Nashville and is part of Sony Music Nashville[image: External link]. This gave Columbia Nashville complete autonomy and managerial separation from Columbia in New York City. Columbia had given its country music[image: External link] department semi-autonomy for many years and through the 1950s, had a 20000 series catalog for country music singles while the rest of Columbia's output of singles had a 30000 then 40000 series catalog number.
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 Recording studios





	
Woolworth Building[image: External link] Studio



In 1913, Columbia moved into the Woolworth Building[image: External link] in New York City[51] and housed its first recording studio there. In 1917, Columbia used this studio to make one of the earliest jazz records, by the Original Dixieland Jass Band[image: External link].[52][53]


	Columbia 30th Street Studio[image: External link]



In New York City, Columbia Records had some of the most highly respected sound recording studios, including the Columbia 30th Street Studio[image: External link] at 207 East 30th Street ("Studio C" and "Studio D"), the CBS Studio Building[image: External link] at 49 East 52nd Street ("Studio B" on the second floor and "Studio E" on the sixth floor), and one of their earliest recording studios, "Studio A" at 799 - 7th Avenue near 52nd Street.[54]

The Columbia 30th Street Studio was considered by some in the music industry to be the best sounding room in its time, and others consider it to have been the greatest recording studio in history.[54]


	Liederkranz Hall Studio



Columbia also had the highly respected Liederkranz Hall, at 111 East 58th Street between Park and Lexington Avenues, in New York City, a building built by and formerly belonging to a German cultural and musical society, The Liederkranz Society[image: External link], and used as a recording studio ( Victor[image: External link] also used this hall as a recording studio in the late 1920s).[54][55][56][57] The producer Morty Palitz had been instrumental in convincing Columbia Records to begin to use the Liederkranz Hall studio for recording music, additionally convincing the conductor Andre Kostelanetz[image: External link] to make some of the first recordings in Liederkranz Hall which until then had only been used for CBS Symphony[image: External link] radio shows.[58] In the late 1940s, the large Liederkranz Hall space was physically rearranged to make room for television studios.[54][59]
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 Executives





	
Rob Stringer[image: External link]—Chairman

	
Joel Klaiman[image: External link]—Executive vice president and general manager
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 See also





	RCA Records[image: External link]

	Epic Records[image: External link]

	Sony Music Entertainment[image: External link]

	Sony BMG[image: External link]

	
Alex Steinweiss[image: External link], the label's Art Director from 1938 to 1943, inventor of the illustrated album cover and the LP sleeve

	
Jim Flora[image: External link], successor to Alex Steinweiss and legendary illustrator for the label during the 1940s

	List of record labels[image: External link]
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Film Director





A film director is a person who directs the making of a film[image: External link]. Generally, a film director controls a film's artistic and dramatic aspects, and visualizes the script while guiding the technical crew and actors in the fulfillment of that vision. The director has a key role in choosing the cast members, production design, and the creative aspects of filmmaking.[1] Under European Union[image: External link] law, the director is viewed as the author[image: External link] of the film.[2]

The film director gives direction to the cast and crew and creates an overall vision through which a film eventually becomes realized, or noticed. Directors need to be able to mediate differences in creative visions and stay in the boundaries of the film's budget. There are many pathways to becoming a film director. Some film directors started as screenwriters, cinematographers, film editors or actors. Other film directors have attended a film school. Directors use different approaches. Some outline a general plotline and let the actors improvise dialogue, while others control every aspect, and demand that the actors and crew follow instructions precisely. Some directors also write their own screenplays or collaborate on screenplays with long-standing writing partners. Some directors edit or appear in their films, or compose the music score for their films.
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 Responsibility




Film directors create an overall vision through which a film eventually becomes realized/noticed.[3] Realizing this vision includes overseeing the artistic and technical elements of film production, as well as directing the shooting timetable and meeting deadlines.[4] This entails organizing the film crew[image: External link] in such a way as to achieve their vision of the film.[5][6] This requires skills of group leadership, as well as the ability to maintain a singular focus even in the stressful, fast-paced environment of a film set.[7] Moreover, it is necessary to have an artistic eye to frame shots and to give precise feedback to cast and crew,[8] thus, excellent communication skills are a must.[9]

Since the film director depends on the successful cooperation of many different creative individuals with possibly strongly contradicting artistic ideals and visions, he or she also needs to possess conflict resolution skills in order to mediate whenever necessary.[10] Thus the director ensures that all individuals involved in the film production are working towards an identical vision for the completed film.[5] The set of varying challenges he or she has to tackle has been described as "a multi-dimensional jigsaw puzzle with egos and weather thrown in for good measure".[11] It adds to the pressure that the success of a film can influence when and how they will work again.[12] Omnipresent are the boundaries of the films budget.[13] Additionally, the director may also have to ensure an intended age rating[image: External link].[14] Theoretically the sole superior of a director is the studio that is financing the film,[3][15] however a poor working relationship between a film director and an actor could possibly result in the director being replaced if the actor is a major film star[image: External link].[16] Even so, it is arguable that the director spends more time on a project than anyone else, considering that the director is one of the few positions that requires intimate involvement during every stage of film production. Thus, the position of film director is widely considered to be a highly stressful and demanding one.[17] It has been said that "20-hour days are not unusual".[3]

Under European Union[image: External link] law, the film director is considered the "author" or one of the authors of a film, largely as a result of the influence of auteur theory[image: External link].[2] Auteur theory is a film criticism[image: External link] concept that holds that a film director's film[image: External link] reflects the director's personal creative vision, as if they were the primary "auteur" (the French[image: External link] word for "author"). In spite of—and sometimes even because of—the production of the film as part of an industrial process, the auteur's creative voice is distinct enough to shine through studio interference and the collective process.
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 Career pathways




Some film directors started as screenwriters[image: External link], film editors[image: External link] or actors.[18] Several American cinematographers have become directors, including Barry Sonnenfeld[image: External link], originally the Coen brothers' DP; Jan de Bont[image: External link], cinematographer on films as Die Hard[image: External link] and Basic Instinct[image: External link], directed Speed[image: External link] and Twister[image: External link]. Recently Wally Pfister[image: External link], cinematographer on Christopher Nolan[image: External link]'s three Batman films made his directorial debut with Transcendence[image: External link]. Other film directors have attended a film school[image: External link] to "get formal training and education in their craft".[19] Film students generally study the basic skills used in making a film.[20] This includes, for example, preparation, shot lists and storyboards, blocking, protocols of dealing with professional actors, and reading scripts.[21] Some film schools are equipped with sound stages and post-production facilities.[22] Besides basic technical and logistical skills, students also receive education on the nature of professional relationships that occur during film production.[23] A full degree course can be designed for up to five years of studying.[24] Future directors usually complete short films during their enrollment.[17] The National Film School of Denmark[image: External link] has the student's final projects presented on national TV.[25] Some film schools retain the rights for their students' works.[26] Many directors successfully prepared for making feature films by working in television.[27] The German Film and Television Academy Berlin[image: External link] consequently cooperates with the Berlin/Brandenburg TV station RBB (Berlin-Brandenburg Broadcasting)[image: External link] and ARTE[image: External link].[28]

A handful of top directors made from $13 million to $257 million in 2011, such as James Cameron[image: External link] and Steven Spielberg[image: External link].[29] In May 2011, the average United States film director made $122,220.[30]
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 Characteristics




Different directors can vary immensely amongst themselves, under various characteristics. Several examples are:[citation needed[image: External link]]


	Those who outline a general plotline[image: External link] and let the actors improvise[image: External link] dialogue. Notable examples include Ingmar Bergman[image: External link], Martin Scorsese[image: External link], Christopher Guest[image: External link], Spike Lee[image: External link], Wim Wenders[image: External link], Mike Leigh[image: External link], Barry Levinson[image: External link], Jean-Luc Godard[image: External link], Miklós Jancsó[image: External link], Gus Van Sant[image: External link], Judd Apatow[image: External link], Terrence Malick[image: External link], Harmony Korine[image: External link], Jay[image: External link] and Mark Duplass[image: External link], and occasionally Robert Altman[image: External link], Joe Swanberg[image: External link], Sergio Leone[image: External link] and Federico Fellini[image: External link].

	Those who control every aspect, and demand that the actors and crew follow instructions precisely. Notable examples include David Lean[image: External link], Akira Kurosawa[image: External link], Steven Spielberg[image: External link], Ridley Scott[image: External link], Victor Fleming[image: External link], Erich von Stroheim[image: External link], Frank Darabont[image: External link], Sam Mendes[image: External link], Paul Thomas Anderson[image: External link], Jonathan Demme[image: External link], John Frankenheimer[image: External link], James Cameron[image: External link], George Lucas[image: External link], Stanley Kubrick[image: External link], Sidney Lumet[image: External link], Andrew Bujalski[image: External link], Christopher Nolan[image: External link], David Fincher[image: External link], Guillermo del Toro[image: External link], Alfred Hitchcock[image: External link], Michael Bay[image: External link] and Alejandro Gonzalez Inarritu[image: External link].

	Those who write[image: External link] their own screenplays. Notable examples include Claire Denis[image: External link], Chantal Akerman[image: External link], Jane Campion[image: External link], Virginie Despentes[image: External link], Marleen Gorris[image: External link], Liliana Cavani[image: External link], Woody Allen[image: External link], Werner Herzog[image: External link], Alejandro Jodorowsky[image: External link], John Cassavetes[image: External link], Ingmar Bergman[image: External link], Stanley Kubrick[image: External link], Quentin Tarantino[image: External link], James Cameron[image: External link], George Lucas[image: External link], J. F. Lawton[image: External link], David Cronenberg[image: External link], Charlie Chaplin[image: External link], Billy Wilder[image: External link], Ed Wood[image: External link], David Lynch[image: External link], the Coen brothers[image: External link], Francis Ford Coppola[image: External link], Sofia Coppola[image: External link], Pier Paolo Pasolini[image: External link], Pedro Almodóvar[image: External link], John Hughes[image: External link], Nick Park[image: External link], Edward Burns[image: External link], Kevin Smith[image: External link], Todd Field[image: External link], Cameron Crowe[image: External link], Terrence Malick[image: External link], Oren Peli[image: External link], Eli Roth[image: External link], Harmony Korine[image: External link], Paul Thomas Anderson[image: External link], Guillermo del Toro[image: External link], Rainer Werner Fassbinder[image: External link], Daryush Shokof[image: External link], Oliver Stone[image: External link], John Singleton[image: External link], Spike Lee[image: External link], Orson Welles[image: External link], Akira Kurosawa[image: External link], Hayao Miyazaki[image: External link], M. Night Shyamalan[image: External link], Paul Haggis[image: External link], Billy Bob Thornton[image: External link], James Wong[image: External link], Tyler Perry[image: External link], Robert Rodriguez[image: External link], Christopher Nolan[image: External link], George A. Romero[image: External link], Sergio Leone[image: External link], Satyajit Ray[image: External link], Joss Whedon[image: External link] and David O. Russell[image: External link]. Steven Spielberg[image: External link] and Sidney J. Furie[image: External link] have written screenplays for a small number of their films.

	Those who collaborate[image: External link] on screenplays with long-standing writing partners. Notable examples include Alejandro González Iñárritu[image: External link] and Guillermo Arriaga[image: External link], Elia Kazan[image: External link] and Tennessee Williams[image: External link], Terry Gilliam[image: External link] and Charles McKeown[image: External link]/Tony Grisoni[image: External link], Wes Anderson[image: External link] and Owen Wilson[image: External link]/Noah Baumbach[image: External link], Edgar Wright[image: External link] and Simon Pegg[image: External link], Martin Scorsese[image: External link] and Nicholas Pileggi[image: External link]/Paul Schrader[image: External link]/Jay Cocks[image: External link], Yasujirō Ozu[image: External link] and Kôgo Noda[image: External link], Peter Jackson[image: External link] and Fran Walsh[image: External link], Alexander Payne[image: External link] and Jim Taylor[image: External link], Robert Zemeckis[image: External link] and Bob Gale[image: External link], Luis Buñuel[image: External link] and Jean-Claude Carrière[image: External link]/Luis Alcoriza[image: External link], Krzysztof Kieślowski[image: External link]/Krzysztof Piesiewicz[image: External link], Rajkumar Hirani[image: External link]/Abhijat Joshi[image: External link]/Vidhu Vinod Chopra[image: External link], Frank Capra[image: External link]/Robert Riskin[image: External link], Michelangelo Antonioni[image: External link]/Tonino Guerra[image: External link], Billy Wilder[image: External link]/I.A.L. Diamond[image: External link], Sergio Leone[image: External link] and Sergio Donati[image: External link], Guillermo del Toro[image: External link] and Matthew Robbins[image: External link], and Christopher Nolan[image: External link]/Jonathan Nolan[image: External link]/David S. Goyer[image: External link].

	Those who edit[image: External link] their own films. Notable examples include Akira Kurosawa[image: External link], Alfonso Cuarón[image: External link], David Fincher[image: External link], Mike Cahill[image: External link], Jean-Marc Vallée[image: External link], Steven Soderbergh[image: External link], David Lean[image: External link], Don Coscarelli[image: External link], Charlie Chaplin[image: External link], Robert Rodriguez[image: External link], Rajkumar Hirani[image: External link], James Cameron[image: External link], Ed Wood[image: External link], Gaspar Noe[image: External link], Takeshi Kitano[image: External link], John Woo[image: External link], Andy Warhol[image: External link], Shinya Tsukamoto[image: External link], Kenneth Anger[image: External link], Gregg Araki[image: External link], Gus Van Sant[image: External link], Xavier Dolan[image: External link], Ben Wheatley[image: External link], Kelly Reichardt[image: External link], Leni Riefenstahl[image: External link], Kevin Smith[image: External link], Rodrigo Cortes[image: External link], Joe Swanberg[image: External link], Steve James[image: External link], Jafar Panahi[image: External link], Ti West[image: External link], Joel and Ethan Coen[image: External link] and many indie[image: External link], Internet[image: External link] and arthouse[image: External link] filmmakers.

	Those who shoot[image: External link] their own films. Notable examples include Nicolas Roeg[image: External link], Mike Cahill[image: External link], Peter Hyams[image: External link], Steven Soderbergh[image: External link], Joe Swanberg[image: External link], Tony Kaye[image: External link], Gaspar Noe[image: External link], Gregg Araki[image: External link], Robert Rodriguez[image: External link], Don Coscarelli[image: External link], Josef von Sternberg[image: External link], Shinya Tsukamoto[image: External link] and Kenneth Anger[image: External link].

	Those who appear in their films. Notable examples include Stan Lee[image: External link], Agnes Varda[image: External link], Clint Eastwood[image: External link], Orson Welles[image: External link], Mel Gibson[image: External link], Martin Scorsese[image: External link], Peter Jackson[image: External link], John Waters[image: External link], John Carpenter[image: External link], Spike Lee[image: External link], Tyler Perry[image: External link], Rainer Werner Fassbinder[image: External link], Kevin Costner[image: External link], Kenneth Anger[image: External link], Michael Landon[image: External link], Woody Allen[image: External link], Jon Favreau[image: External link], Quentin Tarantino[image: External link], Magnús Scheving[image: External link], Eli Roth[image: External link], Michael Bay[image: External link], Mel Brooks[image: External link], Ben Stiller[image: External link], Alejandro Jodorowsky[image: External link], Charlie Chaplin[image: External link], Terry Jones[image: External link], Edward Burns[image: External link], Pier Paolo Pasolini[image: External link], Sam Raimi[image: External link], Roman Polanski[image: External link], Erich von Stroheim[image: External link], Billy Bob Thornton[image: External link], Sylvester Stallone[image: External link], M. Night Shyamalan[image: External link], Harold Ramis[image: External link], Robert De Niro[image: External link], John Woo[image: External link], Kevin Smith[image: External link], Warren Beatty[image: External link], Robert Redford[image: External link], Takeshi Kitano[image: External link], Kenneth Branagh[image: External link] and Ed Wood[image: External link]. Alfred Hitchcock[image: External link], Abel Ferrara[image: External link], Shawn Levy[image: External link], Edgar Wright[image: External link] and Spike Jonze[image: External link] made cameo appearances[image: External link] in their films.

	Those who compose the music score for their films. Notable examples include Charlie Chaplin[image: External link], Clint Eastwood[image: External link], David Lynch[image: External link], Alejandro Jodorowsky[image: External link], John Carpenter[image: External link], Mike Figgis[image: External link], Hal Hartley[image: External link], Alejandro Amenábar[image: External link], Satyajit Ray[image: External link], Robert Rodriguez[image: External link] and Tom Tykwer[image: External link].

	Another way to categorize directors is by their membership in a "school" of filmmaking, such as the French New Wave[image: External link], the British New Wave[image: External link] or the New Hollywood[image: External link] school of filmmakers.
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 Professional organizations




In the United States, directors usually belong to the Directors Guild of America[image: External link]. The Canadian equivalent is the Directors Guild of Canada[image: External link]. In the UK, directors usually belong to Directors UK[image: External link] or the Directors Guild of Great Britain[image: External link].

In Europe, FERA, the Federation of European Film Directors[image: External link], represents 37 national directors' guilds in 30 countries.
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 Notable individuals




For each director, one notable film that they directed is given as an example of their work. The chosen film may be their film which won the highest awards or it may be one of their best-known movies.
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Anthony Mann[image: External link] (Man of the West[image: External link] - 1958)

	
Anthony Minghella[image: External link] (The English Patient[image: External link] - 1996)
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Bimal Roy[image: External link] (Do Bigha Zamin[image: External link] - 1953)
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Brian De Palma[image: External link] ( Scarface[image: External link] - 1983)
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Busby Berkeley[image: External link] (Take Me Out to the Ball Game[image: External link] - 1949)

	
Buster Keaton[image: External link] (Sherlock, Jr.[image: External link] - 1928)
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Catherine Breillat[image: External link] (Romance (1999 film)[image: External link] - 1999)

	
Catherine Corsini[image: External link] ( Summertime[image: External link] - 2015)

	
Cecil B. DeMille[image: External link] (The Ten Commandments[image: External link] - 1956)

	
Celine Sciamma[image: External link] (Tomboy (2011 film)[image: External link] - 2011)

	
Chantal Akerman[image: External link] (Jeanne Dielman, 23 quai du Commerce, 1080 Bruxelles[image: External link] - 1975)
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Claire Denis[image: External link] ( Chocolat[image: External link] - 1988)
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F. W. Murnau[image: External link] ( Nosferatu[image: External link] - 1922)
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Frank Oz[image: External link] (The Score[image: External link] - 2001)
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George Miller[image: External link] (Mad Max: Fury Road[image: External link] - 2015)
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Georges Méliès[image: External link] (A Trip to the Moon[image: External link] - 1902)
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Kahlil Joseph





Kahlil Joseph (pronounced ''Kha-leel'') is an Indian-born American film, television and stage actor and teacher of performing arts who has worked extensively in North America and India, and is based in Los Angeles.
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 Early life




Joseph was born in New Delhi, India to mother Mary Joseph, an English Literature professor and author, and father Kurien Joseph, an architect, general manager, theatre practitioner and public speaking teacher. Joseph frequently traveled with his parents on business trips to other countries, including Australia, England, the United States of America, Canada, Singapore, and Malaysia. Shortly after his first birthday, Joseph moved to Sydney, Australia with his parents for five years due to his father’s company transferring the family on business.

While in Sydney, Joseph was introduced to the stage at five by his father, playing Noah in a production of "Noah's Ark". That created the love for performing in him. From a young age, Joseph constantly displayed a strong interest in entertaining audiences with various types of performances. Never one to be satisfied with learning one thing, he always tried to learn as many new things as he could. Joseph had an extremely keen ear for sound since childhood, and would continually mimic everyone and everything he could.

Joseph was constantly encouraged to read books that were advanced for his age. His parents introduced him to various authors, to build his interests and knowledge of other cultures and people.

In 1983, Joseph moved back to New Delhi with his parents and attended St. Columba's School, Delhi[image: External link]. By the age of 9, trained extensively in voice and diction by his father, Joseph started consistently winning inter-school declamation and debate championships, which continued till the time he was 17.[1]

Simultaneously, at the age of 7, Joseph began a lifelong practice of another discipline that has had a profound effect on his work and person to this day – the martial arts. When Joseph watched the legendary Bruce Lee[image: External link] in Enter the Dragon[image: External link], he was inspired immediately by the way Lee so expressed himself through his physicality and movement. Starting with Shotokan[image: External link] Karate, Joseph branched into Tae Kwon Do[image: External link], Hung Gar[image: External link] Kung Fu, and boxing. He competed on a semi-contact and full-contact amateur level.

Joseph earned his first Bachelor of Arts in English Literature[image: External link] from Ramjas College[image: External link], University of Delhi, India. During his studies, he was the lead singer for various heavy metal and hard rock bands in New Delhi.[1] He learned and developed a high respect during this time for such a type of singer, whom he believes needs even more vocal and physical strength and resilience than a speaker or singer of another genre.
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 Career
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 Acting career (India)




Following college, Joseph was immediately cast as Jean Valjean in a Delhi production of the acclaimed Broadway musical Les Misérables in 1998, which turned out to be his biggest musical theater success in New Delhi. Training to sing in this show was a huge learning experience for him, as he now needed to sing a completely different style from his usual gigs – classical operatic. This also improved his speaking voice remarkably.

His performance got him noticed by a casting director for a new primetime TV drama series Khwahish, and in 1999, he joined the show as its antagonistic fashion designer Ronaldo.[2] He continued his role and also played Zach in the Indian premiere of the stage musical A Chorus Line at Kamani Auditorium[image: External link], Delhi, until he left India in August 1999.
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 Acting career (USA; 1999–2003)




Joseph had always wanted to work as an actor in the United States. So, in spite of Bollywood[image: External link] on the horizon, he packed his bags and headed to Concord University[image: External link] in Athens, West Virginia as a student. By this time, he wanted to learn more about the American acting industry and find work in Hollywood and the American stage while pursuing his second Bachelor of Arts degree, this time in Communication Arts (Theater & Broadcasting). From the time he entered the U.S., Joseph managed to consistently break ethnic and racial bounds as an actor through his quick ability with multiple accents and physical skills by being cast in many roles that were not originally written for an Indian actor.

In 2001 and 2002, Joseph played the characters Blue Jacket[image: External link] and Wasegoboah in the acclaimed outdoor drama Tecumseh! in Chillicothe, Ohio[image: External link]. In 2003, Joseph starred as Talvin in the feature film Far From India,[3] which had a gala premiere at the Weinberg Center for the Arts[image: External link] in Frederick, Maryland.

By the time he graduated Summa Cum Laude[image: External link] from Concord University, Joseph had worked professionally in the vocally demanding arena of outdoor drama and film, learned to ride horses, choreograph fights for the stage and film, and gotten accepted into a competitive graduate class of 10 actors at the prestigious UCLA School of Theater, Film and Television[image: External link], where he earned his Master of Fine Arts[image: External link] (MFA) in Acting in 2006.[1]
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 Acting career (USA; 2003–2010)




Since Joseph moved to Los Angeles in 2003 to pursue his MFA in Acting, he played Faruq Abdullah in the acclaimed play The Road To Damascus[4] in 2004, which was critically praised in the LA Weekly by Sandra Ross (October 22, 2004)[5] commenting how “Joseph and … deliver persuasive performances …”.[6] In 2005, he made his debut on American television on E![image: External link] as Martin Bashir[image: External link] in The Michael Jackson Trial,[7] as well as lent his voice to the acclaimed Naked In Ashes,[8] a feature-length documentary about yogis in India, which premiered at the NuArt Theatre[image: External link]. In the same year, Joseph was also featured as a guest celebrity on the Showbiz India[image: External link] Xtreme program.[9]

In 2006, Joseph played a lead role as Ibrahim Shaalan in the action feature film Special Ops: Delta Force,[10] acting alongside English actor Mark Ryan[image: External link]. Joseph also guest starred as Resident Amer in the TV series Untold Stories of the ER[image: External link].[11] In October 2006, Joseph joined the cast of the hit television daytime drama Days of Our Lives[image: External link] for a month in a recurring guest star role as Dr. Myers.[12] Joseph’s character played the specialist who is desperately searching for a cure to save the poisoned characters Kayla Johnson[image: External link] and Steve Johnson[image: External link]. On Thanksgiving Day 2006, Joseph appeared as a real-life Christian evangelical preacher seeking asylum in America in the television special Thanksgiving USA, hosted by Pat Boone[image: External link].[13] Joseph also lent his presence to two national commercials in the fall of 2006, one for the U.S. Army and the other for Chrysler, both of which ran till 2008.[14][14]

In January 2007, Joseph was the main character in the Season 6 opening of the TV drama 24[image: External link] (episode Day 6: 6:00 am – 7:00 am). In the summer of that year, Joseph played villain Mahmoud Bashir in the play The Conex at the Write Act Theatre in Hollywood, California.[14][15]

In January 2008, Joseph guest starred with his voice on the TV series Zoey 101[image: External link] (episode “Trading Places”) as Roger, the tech support employee who frustrates lead character Chase Matthews[image: External link] endlessly using his trademark question “Have you tried pressing Control G???” Joseph then played train engineer Cutty Nagim accused of foul play in the TV series Numb3rs[image: External link] (episode “Thirty-Six Hours”) in November 2008. During this time, Joseph played a predatory pornographer, aptly called The C*nt, in the controversial play Money Shot. Joseph’s work was highly praised in Variety (magazine) (November 4, 2008) by Bob Verini, who noted that “Explosions always threaten from a cast in constant motion, especially from … Kahlil Joseph as the industry’s preeminent videographer in a hilarious sendup of every egotistical auteur who ever pulled a hissy fit on set”.[16]

Joseph enjoyed one of his favorite television roles in the TV series Leverage[image: External link]. In the episode “The Juror No. 6 Job”, he played a con man, Avi/Donnie, a good friend of lead character Eliot Spencer[image: External link], played by actor Christian Kane[image: External link]. Joseph also portrayed heroin dealer Omar in the feature film La Linea[image: External link], which stars Ray Liotta[image: External link], Andy García[image: External link], and Danny Trejo[image: External link]. In October 2009, he played The Bank Manager who aids lead detectives Rick Castle[image: External link] and Kate Beckett[image: External link] in catching the killer in the TV series Castle[image: External link] (episode “Fool Me Once”).[17][18]

Joseph appeared in Desperate Housewives[image: External link] (episode “The Glamorous Life”) in January 2010.[19]

Joseph’s voice talents were heard in the film Eat Pray Love[image: External link] starring Julia Roberts[image: External link], released on August 13, 2010.[20]
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 Legally Blonde The Musical (US and Canada; 2010–2011)




Joseph co-starred as the villainous Professor Callahan in the 2nd National US/Canada Tour of Legally Blonde[image: External link]. For nine months from September 21, 2010 till May 15, 2011, he performed 242 shows in 96 cities and travelled 35,050 miles. He was the youngest and first actor of color to play the role.

Throughout the tour, the press strongly praised Joseph's performances: in Metromix Columbus (September 28, 2010), Dwayne Steward noted that “Kahlil Joseph is creepiness personified as Professor Callahan”;[21] in The Columbus Dispatch[image: External link] (September 29, 2010), Margaret Quamme wrote that "Joseph (made) a believably predatory lawyer";[22] Erin Millar of Examiner.com (September 29, 2010) believed "Kahlil Joseph does the slimy Professor Callahan justice (no pun intended) – the general opinion of this character was very clear in the audience"; Richard Ades of The Other Paper[image: External link] noted how "Some cast members do distinguish themselves, especially ... Kahlil Joseph as the hard-edged Professor Callahan"[23] (September 29, 2010); Debbie Blassingame Hale of Chattanooga Times Free Press[image: External link] observed "Several standouts in the cast include: ... Kahlil Joseph as Professor Callahan"[23] (September 18, 2010); George Walker of Indiana Public Media commented how "Kahlil Joseph is mean and lascivious as Professor Callahan"[24] (October 20, 2010); Sue Merrell of The Grand Rapids Press[image: External link] remarked that "As Professor Callahan, Kahlil Joseph demands respect and is so smooth that you’re not sure at first if he’s villain or hero"[25] (November 24, 2010); in Around The Town Chicago, M.D. Horn took note of "Kahlil Joseph, who instills fear in his students as Professor Callahan"[26] (December 5, 2010); in Le Droit[image: External link], a newspaper in Ottawa, Canada, critic Annik Chainey referred to Joseph as "the ruthless Professor Callahan"[27] (December 29, 2010); Iris Winston of the Capital Critics' Circle in Ottawa, Canada commented on "Kahlil Joseph as Professor Callahan (being a) strong counterpoint(s) in the female-dominated cast"[28] (January 2, 2011); Sarah Cure of The Huntsville Times[image: External link] strongly commended Joseph: "Kahlil Joseph, who plays Callahan, does a superb job telling his students in song that they need to be “sharks” rather than chum"[29] (January 9, 2011); Tracy Poindexter-Canton of The Spokesman-Review[image: External link] wrote that "Performances by other cast members worth mentioning include ... Kahlil Joseph’s (Professor Callahan) debonair rendition of 'Blood in the Water'"[30] (February 12, 2011); Ana Osorio of The Sound and Noise, a Canadian magazine, stated: "The acting was quite good as well. A particular scene that stood out was professor’s Callahan first lecture, which actor Kahlil Joseph played convincingly, with the song ‘Blood in the Water’— also one of the best songs in the musical."[31] (March 3, 2011); John Jane of ReviewVancouver offered the following praise: "The oldest cast member Kahlil Joseph, who has the only serious role, is impressively pompous as the lofty, gung-ho law professor. His tongue-in-cheek delivery of Blood in the Water was sublime."[32] (March 5, 2011); in a tougher review, T.D. Mobley-Martinez for MSNBC[image: External link] and Colorado Springs Gazette[image: External link] appreciated Joseph's work, writing: "High points: Kahlil Joseph's performance as the corrupt professor: On point and completely understandable."[33] (March 10, 2011); William Kerns of Lubbock Avalanche-Journal[image: External link] observed how "Kahlil Joseph also provides an intimidating law school introduction by singing 'Blood in the Water'”[34] (April 2, 2011); Lindsay Christians of The Capital Times[image: External link] likened Joseph's portrayal of Professor Callahan to a snake: "Kahlil Joseph practically slithers across the stage as Professor Callahan. His buttery baritone is a perfect match for the sinister 'Blood in the Water'.".[35] Nanciann Cherry of the Toledo Blade[image: External link] felt that Joseph's performance was uncomfortably realistic, noting how "Joseph’s Professor Callahan is almost too believable as a brilliant but ultimately sleazy attorney.".[36]

As Professor Callahan, Joseph was also extremely popular and requested frequently for interviews. He was interviewed as a special guest by the following TV and radio stations and newspapers: on television, Joseph spoke with – Mike Sobel of Global Television Network[image: External link] on February 24, 2011 in Edmonton, Canada;[37] Lisa Colbert of Fox News Channel[image: External link] on September 29, 2010 on the Columbus section of the Good Day;[38] Sean Lehosit of UWeekly[image: External link] on September 22, 2010; Tim Doty of WXMI[image: External link] in Grand Rapids, Michigan on November 23, 2010;[39] on the radio, Joseph's favorite interview was with Greg Batton and Dan Diorio of WMBD (AM)[image: External link] radio in Peoria, Illinois on November 30, 2010,[40] other radio stations that interviewed Joseph included KBCY[image: External link], KCDD[image: External link], KVUU[image: External link], K97[image: External link] in Edmonton, Canada, KXLY (AM)[image: External link], WBGA[image: External link], WCAP (AM)[image: External link], WWRR[image: External link], WVAQ[image: External link], and WTCB[image: External link]; in print, Joseph was interviewed by – Sarah Henning of Lawrence Journal-World[image: External link] on December 1, 2010;[41] Dan Lea of The Idaho Press-Tribune[image: External link] on January 31, 2011 in 'Boise Goes Blonde!';[42] Michael Bowen of The Pacific Northwest Inlander[image: External link] in 'Blonde Justice' on February 9, 2011;[43] Laurie Allred of Daily Bruin[image: External link] on January 4, 2011.[44] Joseph's favorite interviews were with Michael Bowen of The Pacific Northwest Inlander[image: External link] in 'The Professor Is a Professor' on February 12, 2011,[45] where Joseph opened up about himself and his life on the road and as an actor; and especially in a three-part interview with Jenna Marynowski of The Sound and Noise on March 15, 2011,[46] March 24, 2011,[47] and April 10, 2011,[48] where Joseph talked in great educational detail about his process of acting.
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 Teaching career




Along with his acting career, Joseph simultaneously proves to be in consistently high demand as a teacher of a remarkable variety of performing arts. He was on the faculty of the UCLA School of Theater, Film and Television[image: External link] from 2007–2008, with the title of Visiting Assistant Professor, where he taught voice and speech to the undergraduate senior acting and musical theater students.[44] He continues to privately train performers and non-performers in acting[image: External link], accents and dialects[image: External link], voice, speech[image: External link] and combat (for stage/screen, as well as real life).[49][50]
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 Martial arts




Joseph still trains in and teaches multiple-system self-defense, consisting of Muay Thai[image: External link], Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu[image: External link], and Savate[image: External link], all in conjunction with the core philosophy of Jeet Kune Do[image: External link], created by none other than Bruce Lee. He also works out frequently. Joseph is a fan of mixed martial arts[image: External link], and loves to cook.[51]
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 Film and television






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2010
	Eat Pray Love[image: External link]
	Voiceover Actor
	



	2009
	Castle (TV series)[image: External link]
	The Bank Manager
	



	2009
	Leverage[image: External link]
	Avi/Donnie
	



	2009
	La Linea[image: External link]
	Omar
	



	2008
	Numb3rs[image: External link]
	Cutty Nagim
	



	2008
	Zoey 101[image: External link]
	Roger at tech support
	



	2007
	24[image: External link]
	The Middle Eastern Man
	



	2006
	Thanksgiving USA[image: External link]
	Peter Nazar
	



	2006
	Days of Our Lives[image: External link]
	Dr. Myers
	



	2006
	Special Ops: Delta Force
	Ibrahim Shaalan
	



	2005
	Untold Stories of the ER[image: External link]
	Resident Amer
	



	2005
	Naked In Ashes
	Lead Narrator
	



	2005
	Showbiz India[image: External link] Xtreme
	Himself
	



	2005
	The Michael Jackson Trial
	Martin Bashir
	



	2005
	India Spiceland
	Maneesh
	



	2003
	Far From India
	Talvin
	



	1999
	Khwahish (TV series)
	Ronaldo
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 Selected stage works






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2010–2011
	Legally Blonde (musical)[image: External link] 2nd U.S./Canada National Tour
	Professor Callahan
	



	2008
	Money Shot
	The C**t
	



	2007
	The Conex
	Mahmoud Bashir
	



	2006
	I Gelosi
	Vincenzo, Duke of Mantua
	



	2005
	Vivekananda: The Lion Between Matter and Spirit
	Swami Vivekananda
	



	2004
	The Road to Damascus
	Faruq Abdullah
	



	2002
	Tecumseh!
	Blue Jacket; Wasegoboah
	



	2001
	Tecumseh!
	Blue Jacket
	



	2001
	A Midsummer Night's Dream
	Theseus, Duke of Athens
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Melina Matsoukas





Melina Matsoukas (born January 14, 1981) is an American director of music videos[image: External link] and commercials. She is a two-time Grammy Award winner for her "We Found Love[image: External link]" and " Formation[image: External link]" music videos.[1]




[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Life and career




Matsoukas is of Greek, Jewish[image: External link], Jamaican and Cuban descent.[2] Both her name and surname are Greek: Μελίνα Ματσούκα. She earned her degree at New York University[image: External link]'s Tisch School of the Arts[image: External link] and completed her graduate work at the American Film Institute[image: External link] (MFA in cinematography). Her graduate thesis[image: External link] was on music videos.[3]

Matsoukas started out at Black Dog Film, then the now-defunct Gorilla Flix film production company, and is currently a director at Prettybird, which she has been signed to since 2011.

Her work is described as, "chock full of bright colors or crisp black and white images, smooth spotlights, and tasteful retro video models."[4] Matsoukas says that expensive equipment is not necessary for a quality video and one should never think that way: "A good video has the right visuals, a well conceptualised[image: External link] story and should be exciting and elicit reaction."[5] In an interview for Venus Zine[image: External link]'s Fall 2010 issue, she says about being part of the music video world, "I love it. The quick turnaround, the creativity."[6] Regarding the concept of Solange Knowles' video "I Decided", Matsoukas stated: "This is her concept so I've definitely just developed it and put my mark on it."[7]
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This list is incomplete[image: External link]; you can help by expanding it[image: External link].
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 2006





	"Dem Girls" - Red Handed[image: External link] feat. Paul Wall[image: External link] & Scooby

	"Go 'Head[image: External link]" - Ali & Gipp[image: External link] feat. Chocolate Tai

	"Need a Boss[image: External link]" - Shareefa[image: External link] feat. Ludacris[image: External link]


	"Cry No More[image: External link]" - Shareefa[image: External link]


	"Hey Hey" - 216

	"Money Maker[image: External link]" - Ludacris[image: External link] feat. Pharrell[image: External link]


	" Dangerous[image: External link]" - Ying Yang Twins[image: External link] feat. Wyclef Jean[image: External link]


	" Help[image: External link]" - Lloyd Banks[image: External link] feat. Keri Hilson[image: External link]
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 2007





	"Because of You[image: External link]" - Ne-Yo[image: External link]


	"Green Light[image: External link]" - Beyoncé[image: External link]


	"Kitty Kat[image: External link]" (co-directed by Beyoncé Knowles[image: External link]) - Beyoncé[image: External link]


	"Suga Mama[image: External link]" (co-directed by Beyoncé Knowles[image: External link]) - Beyoncé[image: External link]


	"Upgrade U[image: External link]" (co-directed by Beyoncé Knowles[image: External link]) - Beyoncé[image: External link] feat. Jay-Z[image: External link]


	" Tambourine[image: External link]" - Eve[image: External link] feat. Swizz Beatz[image: External link]


	"Do You[image: External link]" - Ne-Yo[image: External link]


	"Give It to You[image: External link]" - Eve[image: External link] feat. Sean Paul[image: External link]


	"Bleeding Love[image: External link]" - Leona Lewis[image: External link] (UK version)


	"Hold It Don't Drop It[image: External link]" - Jennifer Lopez[image: External link]


	"Sensual Seduction[image: External link]" - Snoop Dogg


	"How Do I Breathe[image: External link]" - Mario[image: External link]
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 2008





	"In My Arms[image: External link]" - Kylie Minogue[image: External link]


	" Wow[image: External link]" - Kylie Minogue[image: External link]


	"Modern World[image: External link]" - Anouk[image: External link]


	" Closer[image: External link]" - Ne-Yo[image: External link]


	"I Decided[image: External link]" - Solange


	"Just Dance[image: External link]" - Lady Gaga[image: External link] feat. Colby O'Donis[image: External link]


	" Energy[image: External link]" - Keri Hilson[image: External link]


	"Good Good[image: External link]" - Ashanti[image: External link]


	"Beautiful, Dirty, Rich[image: External link]" - Lady Gaga[image: External link]


	"Go Girl[image: External link]" - Ciara[image: External link] feat. T-Pain[image: External link]


	"Return the Favor[image: External link]" - Keri Hilson[image: External link] feat. Timbaland[image: External link]


	" Diva[image: External link]" - Beyoncé[image: External link]


	"Thinking of You[image: External link]" - Katy Perry[image: External link]
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	"I Will Be[image: External link]" - Leona Lewis[image: External link]


	"So Good[image: External link]" - Electrik Red[image: External link]


	"Not Fair[image: External link]" - Lily Allen[image: External link]


	"Sweet Dreams[image: External link]" (I Am... Tour[image: External link] interlude video) - Beyoncé[image: External link]


	"Touch My Hand[image: External link]" - David Archuleta[image: External link]


	" Work[image: External link]" - Ciara[image: External link] feat. Missy Elliott[image: External link]


	"I Look to You[image: External link]" - Whitney Houston[image: External link]


	"Million Dollar Bill[image: External link]" - Whitney Houston[image: External link]


	"Sex Therapy[image: External link]" - Robin Thicke[image: External link]


	"Never Knew I Needed[image: External link]" - Ne-Yo[image: External link]


	" Hard[image: External link]" - Rihanna[image: External link] feat. Young Jeezy[image: External link]
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	"Rude Boy[image: External link]" - Rihanna[image: External link]


	"Put It in a Love Song[image: External link]" - Alicia Keys[image: External link] feat. Beyoncé[image: External link]


	"Why Don't You Love Me[image: External link]" (co-directed by Beyoncé Knowles[image: External link]) - Beyoncé[image: External link]


	"Rockstar 101[image: External link]" - Rihanna[image: External link] feat. Slash[image: External link]


	"Gimmie Dat[image: External link]" - Ciara[image: External link]
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	" S&M[image: External link]" (co-directed by Rihanna[image: External link]) - Rihanna[image: External link]


	"Move Your Body[image: External link]" - Beyoncé[image: External link]


	"I'm Into You[image: External link]" - Jennifer Lopez[image: External link] feat. Lil Wayne[image: External link]


	"We Found Love[image: External link]" - Rihanna[image: External link] feat. Calvin Harris[image: External link]


	"You da One[image: External link]" - Rihanna[image: External link]
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	"Your Body[image: External link]" - Christina Aguilera[image: External link]


	"Losing You[image: External link]" - Solange


	"Looking Hot[image: External link]" - No Doubt[image: External link]


	"Keep You" - Wild Belle[image: External link]
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	"Pretty Hurts" - Beyoncé


	"RUN" - Beyoncé and Jay-z[image: External link]
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	" Formation[image: External link]" - Beyoncé





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Commercials





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 2011





	"Year Off" - Target[image: External link] / Beyoncé


	"Fuel for Life" - Diesel[image: External link]
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	"All Originals Represent" - Adidas[image: External link]
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	"Change Lanes" - Lexus[image: External link]
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	"Pop" - Stella McCartney[image: External link] / Grimes[image: External link], Amandla Stenberg, Lola Leon[image: External link], Kenya Kinski-Jones
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	"Equality" - Nike[image: External link]





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Television





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 2016





	
Insecure[image: External link] (3 Episodes)
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Mark Romanek





Mark Romanek (born September 18, 1959) is an American filmmaker whose directing work includes feature films[image: External link], television[image: External link], music videos[image: External link] and commercials[image: External link]. Romanek wrote and directed the 2002 film One Hour Photo[image: External link] and directed the 2010 film Never Let Me Go[image: External link]. His most notable music videos include " Hurt[image: External link]" (Johnny Cash[image: External link]), " Closer[image: External link]" (Nine Inch Nails[image: External link]), "Can't Stop[image: External link]" (Red Hot Chili Peppers[image: External link]), "Bedtime Story[image: External link]" ( Madonna[image: External link]), and " Scream[image: External link]" ( Michael[image: External link] & Janet Jackson[image: External link]). Romanek's music videos have won 20 MTV Video Music Awards[image: External link], including Best Direction for Jay-Z[image: External link]'s "99 Problems[image: External link]", and he has won three Grammy Awards for Best Short Form Music Video[image: External link] - more than any other director.
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Romanek was born in Chicago[image: External link], Illinois[image: External link], the son of Shirlee and Marvin Romanek.[1] He credits seeing Stanley Kubrick[image: External link]'s 2001: A Space Odyssey[image: External link] at the age of nine with inspiring him to become a film director.[2][3] He experimented with Super 8[image: External link] and 16mm film[image: External link] as a teenager while attending New Trier High School[image: External link]. There, he studied first with Kevin Dole, a local filmmaker who was already creating a form of music video on his own in the mid-1970s, and then with Peter Kingsbury, a filmmaker who had studied with experimentalists Owen Land[image: External link], John Luther Schofill, and Stan Brakhage[image: External link] at the School of the Art Institute of Chicago[image: External link]. Both teachers exposed students to works by significant figures of the American avant-garde cinema, such as Maya Deren[image: External link], Kenneth Anger[image: External link], and Paul Sharits[image: External link].

Romanek subsequently attended Ithaca College[image: External link] in Ithaca, New York[image: External link], and graduated from its Roy H. Park[image: External link] School of Communications with a degree in cinema and photography. He served as second assistant director[image: External link] for Brian De Palma[image: External link] on Home Movies[image: External link], an autobiographical film De Palma conceived as an exercise for his students at Sarah Lawrence College[image: External link] (having returned to his alma mater as an instructor of film production). On set, Romanek met Keith Gordon[image: External link], playing De Palma's alter ego. Gordon remembers Romanek's entrance into film production:



	“
	I actually met a lot of people who became important in my life, but Mark being one of the people who was really huge. Mark wasn't even officially one of the students in the class. Mark was kind of like me – he was a film geek. He was from Chicago. And he had followed Brian around on the set of The Fury and gotten a job as a production assistant on that movie. And when he heard that Brian was doing this project, he basically contacted him and said, 'Listen, can I come to New York and basically be like one of the students, even though I'm not technically in the class?' And Brian said, 'Fine.' So Mark became the second assistant director on the film. And he and I just hit it off pretty quickly. We had a similar passion for Stanley Kubrick. He showed me his short films, which I thought were really good and showed a lot of visual flair.
	”




Romanek released his first film, Static[image: External link], in 1986. It was co-written with Gordon and starred Gordon as a man who claimed he had invented a television[image: External link] set capable of showing a live picture of Heaven[image: External link]. The film achieved something of a cult following in London[image: External link] and led to Romanek's first job at the helm of a music video for the British new wave[image: External link] group The The[image: External link], who featured on the soundtrack for Static, in 1986.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Career





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Music videos




After a few years writing screenplays, Romanek decided to focus on music videos and signed on with Satellite Films, a division of Propaganda Films[image: External link]. His subsequent work has come to be regarded as among the best of the medium. He has worked with many top-selling recording artists from different genres of popular music, and his videos have been given credit for making stars out of some. One of his notable videos was for the Nine Inch Nails[image: External link] song " Closer[image: External link]". Its critical acclaim was only matched by its controversy, with many accusing the video as being disturbing and demonic (a big reason why the video was so popular among fans). Romanek would again work with Nine Inch Nails[image: External link] for the song "The Perfect Drug[image: External link]".

Romanek was given his first Grammy Award[image: External link] for Best Short Form Video[image: External link] in 1996 for " Scream[image: External link]", a collaboration between the pop superstar siblings Michael Jackson[image: External link] and Janet Jackson[image: External link]. The video, which cost $7 million to make, is cited as one of the most expensive ever made. Romanek won his second Grammy two years later, again with Janet Jackson, for her video "Got 'Til It's Gone[image: External link]". In 2002, Romanek shot a video for Audioslave[image: External link]'s " Cochise[image: External link]" in which the band performed in the midst of a prolonged pyrotechnic display of the intensity usually seen only during fireworks[image: External link] finales. The explosions were so loud during the night shoot in the San Fernando Valley[image: External link] that local police and fire departments received hundreds of calls from residents who feared that a terrorist attack was under way.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Romanek's 2002 music video for Johnny Cash[image: External link]'s cover of Nine Inch Nails' " Hurt[image: External link]" has been hailed by many critics and fans alike as the most personal and moving music video ever made. The song expresses self-loathing and the futility of worldly accomplishments; this content took on a new poignancy when sung by Cash near the end of his life, quietly performing in his memorabilia-filled home, with shots of the flood-ravaged "House of Cash" museum and archival shots of a younger, cockier Cash edited in. The video was nominated for seven VMAs, winning one for cinematography, and also won Romanek his third Grammy.

Other Romanek videos that have received accolades and awards include the VMA winners "Free Your Mind[image: External link]" (En Vogue[image: External link]), "Are You Gonna Go My Way[image: External link]" (Lenny Kravitz[image: External link]), " Rain[image: External link]" ( Madonna[image: External link]), "Devil's Haircut[image: External link]" ( Beck[image: External link]), "99 Problems[image: External link]" ( Jay-Z[image: External link]), and " Criminal[image: External link]" (Fiona Apple[image: External link]). Many others have also received nominations. In 1997, Romanek received the VMA Video Vanguard Award for his contribution to the medium. Two of his music videos, "Closer" by Nine Inch Nails and "Bedtime Story[image: External link]" by Madonna, have been made part of the permanent collection of the Museum of Modern Art[image: External link] in New York City[image: External link].

Romanek directed Jay-Z[image: External link]'s performance art video for the song "Picasso Baby[image: External link]", which aired on HBO on August 2, 2013. The video was shot inside the Pace Gallery[image: External link] in New York and featured a group of personalities from the world of art, including Marina Abramović[image: External link], whose 2010 performance art work "The Artist is Present" inspired the video.[4][5] This marked Romanek's first music video in eight years, his last being Coldplay[image: External link]'s video for "Speed of Sound[image: External link]" in 2005.

Romanek directed the music video for Taylor Swift's lead single "Shake It Off[image: External link]", which premiered on August 18, 2014.
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In 2002, Romanek wrote and directed his second feature film, One Hour Photo[image: External link], about a department store photo processor who becomes obsessed with a family through their snapshots. The film proved to be only a moderate hit, but still established Romanek as a respected film director. Rumors spread that the studio, Fox Searchlight[image: External link], had forced changes on Romanek that seriously altered the film from how he had intended it. He has dismissed this story, however, stating that there never was a "director's cut" of One Hour Photo and that the studio did not exercise any editorial control.

In 2005, Romanek was scheduled to direct a film adaptation of the book A Cold Case[image: External link], but the project languished in development hell[image: External link]. In December 2005, it was announced that he would direct A Million Little Pieces[image: External link], the film adaptation of the book of the same name, but due to events regarding the authenticity of the book's content, it has also become a subject of speculation as to whether the film will indeed be made or not. On February 8, 2007, he signed on to direct The Wolfman[image: External link], but dropped out.

Romanek's third feature was the 2010 British dystopian drama Never Let Me Go[image: External link]. In October 2011, he was planning on taking over from director Ron Howard[image: External link] on the film adaptation of Dan Brown[image: External link]'s bestselling novel The Lost Symbol[image: External link].[6] However, the film was eventually scrapped in favor of making Brown's fourth novel, Inferno[image: External link], into a feature film instead.
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Static[image: External link] (1986)

	
One Hour Photo[image: External link] (2002)

	
Never Let Me Go[image: External link] (2010)
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The Work of Director Mark Romanek[image: External link] (2005)
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	Year
	Artist
	Song Title
	MTV Video Music Awards[image: External link]



	1986
	The The[image: External link]
	"Sweet Bird of Truth[image: External link]"
	



	1989
	Robyn Hitchcock and the Egyptians[image: External link]
	"Madonna of the Wasps[image: External link]"



	"One Long Pair of Eyes[image: External link]"



	Miki Howard[image: External link]
	"Love Under New Management[image: External link]"



	1990
	"Until You Come Back to Me (That's What I'm Gonna Do)[image: External link]"



	En Vogue[image: External link]
	"You Don't Have To Worry[image: External link]"



	1991
	De La Soul[image: External link]
	"Ring Ring Ring (Ha Ha Hey)[image: External link]"



	ABC[image: External link]
	"Love Conquers All[image: External link]"



	1992
	Keith Richards[image: External link]
	"Wicked As It Seems[image: External link]"



	Definition of Sound[image: External link]
	"Moira Jane's Café"



	Teenage Fanclub[image: External link]
	"What You Do To Me"[image: External link]



	k.d. lang[image: External link]
	"Constant Craving[image: External link]"
	
1 Win[image: External link]

	Best Female Video[image: External link]



2 Nominations


	Best Cinematography[image: External link] - Marc Reshovsky

	Best Art Direction[image: External link] - Tom Foden







	En Vogue
	"Free Your Mind[image: External link]"
	
3 Wins

	Best R&B Video[image: External link]

	Best Dance Video[image: External link]

	Best Choreography[image: External link] - Frank Gatson,

LaVelle Smith Jnr[image: External link] & Travis Payne[image: External link]



5 Nominations


	Video of the Year[image: External link]

	Best Group Video[image: External link]

	Viewer's Choice[image: External link]

	Best Direction[image: External link] - Mark Romanek

	Best Cinematography - Thomas Kloss







	1993
	Lenny Kravitz[image: External link]
	"Are You Gonna Go My Way[image: External link]"
	
1 Win

	Best Male Video[image: External link]



1 Nomination


	Best Art Direction - Nigel Phelps







	David Bowie[image: External link]
	"Jump They Say[image: External link]"
	



	"Black Tie White Noise[image: External link]"



	Madonna[image: External link]
	" Rain[image: External link]"
	
2 Wins

	Best Cinematography - Harris Savides[image: External link]

	Best Art Direction - Jan Peter Flack







	Lenny Kravitz
	"Is There Any Love In Your Heart[image: External link]"
	



	1994
	Iggy Pop[image: External link]
	"Beside You[image: External link]"



	Nine Inch Nails[image: External link]
	" Closer[image: External link]"
	
2 Nominations[image: External link]

	Breakthrough Video[image: External link]

	Best Art Direction[image: External link] - Tom Foden







	G. Love & Special Sauce[image: External link]
	"Cold Beverage[image: External link]"
	



	1995
	Madonna[image: External link]
	"Bedtime Story[image: External link]"



	R.E.M.[image: External link]
	"Strange Currencies[image: External link]"



	Michael Jackson[image: External link]
	" Scream[image: External link]" (feat. Janet Jackson[image: External link])
	
3 Wins[image: External link]

	Best Dance Video[image: External link]

	Best Choreography[image: External link] - LaVelle Smith Jnr,

Tina Landon[image: External link], Travis Payne[image: External link] & Sean Cheeseman

	Best Art Direction[image: External link] - Tom Foden



8 Nominations


	Video of the Year[image: External link]

	Best R&B Video[image: External link]

	Breakthrough Video[image: External link]

	Viewer's Choice[image: External link]

	Best Direction[image: External link] - Mark Romanek

	Best Editing[image: External link] - Robert Duffy

	Best Cinematography[image: External link] - Harris Savides

	Best Special Effects[image: External link] - Kevin Tod Haug[image: External link],

Alexander Frisch, Ashley Clemens,

Richard 'Dr.' Baily, Jay Johnson & P. Scott Makela[image: External link]







	1996
	Sonic Youth[image: External link]
	"Little Trouble Girl[image: External link]"
	



	Eels[image: External link]
	"Novocaine For the Soul[image: External link]"
	
2 Nominations[image: External link]

	Best Cinematography[image: External link] - Jeff Cronenweth[image: External link]

	Best Special Effects[image: External link] - Ashley Clemens







	Weezer[image: External link]
	"El Scorcho[image: External link]"
	



	Beck[image: External link]
	"Devils Haircut[image: External link]"
	
2 Wins

	Best Male Video[image: External link]

	Best Editing[image: External link] - Hank Corwin







	1997
	Nine Inch Nails
	"The Perfect Drug[image: External link]"
	
5 Nominations

	Video of the Year[image: External link]

	Best Alternative Video[image: External link]

	Best Direction[image: External link] - Mark Romanek

	Best Cinematography - Jeff Cronenweth

	Best Art Direction[image: External link] - Tom Foden







	Fiona Apple[image: External link]
	" Criminal[image: External link]"
	
1 Win[image: External link]

	Best Cinematography[image: External link] - Harris Savides



1 Nomination


	Best Female Video[image: External link]







	Janet Jackson
	"Got 'Til It's Gone[image: External link]" (feat. Q-Tip[image: External link] & Joni Mitchell[image: External link])
	



	1998
	Lenny Kravitz
	"If You Can't Say No[image: External link]"



	1999
	Macy Gray[image: External link]
	"Do Something[image: External link]"
	
1 Win[image: External link]

	Best Cinematography[image: External link] - Jeff Cronenweth



1 Nomination


	Best Art Direction[image: External link] - Nigel Phelps







	"I Try[image: External link]" (Second Version)
	
1 Win

	Best New Artist[image: External link]



1 Nomination


	Best Female Video[image: External link]







	2000
	The Wallflowers[image: External link]
	" Sleepwalker[image: External link]"
	



	2001
	Mick Jagger[image: External link]
	"God Gave Me Everything[image: External link]"



	2002
	No Doubt[image: External link]
	"Hella Good[image: External link]"



	Audioslave[image: External link]
	" Cochise[image: External link]"



	2003
	Johnny Cash[image: External link]
	" Hurt[image: External link]"
	
1 Win[image: External link]

	Best Cinematography[image: External link] - Jean-Yves Escoffier[image: External link]



5 Nominations


	Video of the Year[image: External link]

	Best Male Video[image: External link]

	Best Direction[image: External link] - Mark Romanek

	Best Editing[image: External link] - Robert Duffy

	Best Art Direction[image: External link] - Ruby Guidara







	Red Hot Chili Peppers[image: External link]
	"Can't Stop[image: External link]"
	



	Linkin Park[image: External link]
	" Faint[image: External link]"



	2004
	Jay-Z[image: External link]
	"99 Problems[image: External link]"
	
4 Wins[image: External link]

	Best Rap Video[image: External link]

	Best Direction[image: External link] - Mark Romanek

	Best Editing[image: External link] - Robert Duffy

	Best Cinematography[image: External link] - Joaquín Baca-Asay



2 Nominations
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	" Sandcastles[image: External link]"
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Jonas Åkerlund





Hans Uno Jonas Åkerlund (Swedish pronunciation: [hɑːns ʉ̟ːnʊ juːnas oːkɛɭɵnd][image: External link], born 10 November 1965) is a Swedish director and drummer. He is best known for directing music videos[image: External link], which are often mock forms of movie trailers and short films. His video for Madonna[image: External link]'s song "Ray of Light[image: External link]" won a Grammy Award[image: External link] for Best Music Video, Short Form[image: External link], and a record seven awards at 1998 MTV Video Music Awards[image: External link], including the Video of the Year.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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Åkerlund was a member of the Swedish black metal[image: External link] band Bathory[image: External link] from 1983 to 1984. He also directed Candlemass' first video "Bewitched". He first found fame as the main video director for Roxette[image: External link]. In 1997, he directed the acclaimed video for The Prodigy[image: External link]'s "Smack My Bitch Up[image: External link]", which sparked controversy due to its depiction of drug use, violence, and nudity. In 1998, he worked with Madonna[image: External link] for the song "Ray of Light[image: External link]", and has since worked with acts such as Metallica[image: External link], Christina Aguilera[image: External link], U2[image: External link], Blink-182[image: External link], P!nk[image: External link], Rammstein[image: External link], Britney Spears[image: External link], and Lady Gaga[image: External link]. He directed the music video for the Smashing Pumpkins[image: External link]' "Try, Try, Try", from which a short film entitled Try was spawned. He was also the designer and photographer for the Roxette[image: External link] album Room Service[image: External link] in 2001. In 2002, his first full-length film, Spun[image: External link], debuted.

Åkerlund directed commercials for Swedish clothing retailer MQ and the re-imagining of the Devo song "Watch Us Work It" used in Dell Computers[image: External link] commercials. He is a long-time collaborator of Madonna, having worked on such music videos as "Music", "American Life" (which was pulled due to its graphic content and the Iraq War[image: External link]), and "Jump". He also directed her documentary film I'm Going to Tell You a Secret[image: External link] and her concert special The Confessions Tour: Live from London[image: External link]. Among his more recent works were the controversial pornographic music video for Rammstein[image: External link]'s " Pussy[image: External link]", the video for the song " Telephone[image: External link]" by Lady Gaga[image: External link] and Beyoncé[image: External link], "Moves Like Jagger[image: External link]" by Maroon 5[image: External link] and Christina Aguilera[image: External link], and Duran Duran[image: External link]'s single "Girl Panic!".[1]

Åkerlund's second movie, Small Apartments[image: External link], went direct to DVD.[2] Per Gessle[image: External link], of Roxette, was credited for the music and soundtrack.[2]
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 Videography







	
1988


	"Bewitched" for Candlemass[image: External link]




1989


	"What's The Noise" for Walk on water



1992


	"Shame, shame, shame" for Izabella Scorupco[image: External link]


	"Så länge det lyser mittemot" for Marie Fredriksson[image: External link] (Female half of Roxette)


	"Mellan sommar och höst" for Marie Fredriksson



1993


	"Fingertips '93[image: External link]" for Roxette[image: External link]




1994


	"Run To You[image: External link]" for Roxette



1995


	"A la ronde" for Sinclair[image: External link]


	" Vulnerable[image: External link]" for Roxette

	"Pay For Me" for Whale[image: External link]




1996


	"June Afternoon[image: External link]" for Roxette

	"She Doesn't Live Here Anymore[image: External link]" for Roxette

	"Un Dia Sin Ti" for Roxette (Spanish version of "Spending My Time[image: External link]")




1997


	"Do You Wanna Be My Baby?[image: External link]" for Per Gessle[image: External link] (Male half of Roxette)


	"James Bond Theme[image: External link]" for Moby[image: External link]


	" Kix[image: External link]" for Per Gessle

	"I Want You To Know[image: External link]" for Per Gessle

	"Smack My Bitch Up[image: External link]" for The Prodigy[image: External link]




1998


	(Won the 1999 Grammy Award for Best Short Form Music Video[image: External link])



1999


	"Whiskey in the Jar[image: External link]" for Metallica[image: External link]


	"Wish I Could Fly[image: External link]" for Roxette

	"Canned Heat[image: External link]" for Jamiroquai[image: External link][3]


	" Anyone[image: External link]" for Roxette

	"Corruption" for Iggy Pop[image: External link]




2000


	"The Everlasting Gaze[image: External link]" for The Smashing Pumpkins[image: External link]


	" Music[image: External link]" for Madonna

	" Porcelain[image: External link]" (version 1) for Moby

	"Try, Try, Try[image: External link]" for The Smashing Pumpkins

	" Try[image: External link]" (15-minute alternate version to "Try, Try, Try")

	"Beautiful Day[image: External link]" (version 1: airport) for U2[4]


	"Black Jesus[image: External link]" for Everlast[image: External link]


	"Still" (version 2: white hair) for Macy Gray[image: External link]




2001


	"Gets Me Through" for Ozzy Osbourne[image: External link][5]


	"Walk On[image: External link]" for U2

	"The Centre of the Heart[image: External link]" for Roxette[image: External link]


	" Circus[image: External link]" for Stina Nordenstam[image: External link]




2002


	"A Thing About You[image: External link]" for Roxette

	"Lonely Road" for Paul McCartney[image: External link]


	"Help Me[image: External link]" for Nick Carter[image: External link]


	"Fuel For Hatred" for Satyricon[image: External link][6]


	"Me Julie" for Ali G[image: External link] and Shaggy[image: External link]


	"If I Could Fall In Love" for Lenny Kravitz[image: External link]


	" Beautiful[image: External link]" for Christina Aguilera[image: External link]





	
2003


	"Beautiful Day" (version 2: Eze) for U2

	"American Life[image: External link]" for Madonna

	"Good Boys[image: External link]" for Blondie[image: External link]


	"Aim 4" for Flint[image: External link]


	"True Nature" for Jane's Addiction[image: External link]


	"Come Undone[image: External link]" for Robbie Williams[image: External link]


	"Sexed Up[image: External link]" for Robbie Williams[image: External link]


	"Carnival Girl[image: External link]" for Texas[image: External link]




2004


	"I Miss You[image: External link]" for blink-182[image: External link][7]


	"Tits On The Radio" for Scissor Sisters[image: External link] (internet video only)




2005


	"Rain Fall Down[image: External link]" for The Rolling Stones[image: External link]




2006


	" Jump[image: External link]" for Madonna[image: External link][8]


	"One Wish[image: External link]" for Roxette

	"Mann gegen Mann[image: External link]" for Rammstein[image: External link][9]


	"Country Girl[image: External link]" for Primal Scream[image: External link][10]




2007


	"Wake Up Call[image: External link]" for Maroon 5[image: External link][11]


	"Good God[image: External link]" for Anouk[image: External link]


	"Same Mistake[image: External link]" for James Blunt[image: External link][12]


	"Watch Us Work It[image: External link]" for Devo[image: External link]




2008


	"No. 5[image: External link]" for Hollywood Undead[image: External link]


	" Undead[image: External link]" for Hollywood Undead[image: External link]


	" Sober[image: External link]" for Pink[image: External link][13]




2009


	" Paparazzi[image: External link]" for Lady Gaga[image: External link][14]


	"When Love Takes Over[image: External link]" for David Guetta[image: External link] feat. Kelly Rowland[image: External link]


	"We Are Golden[image: External link]" for Mika[image: External link][15]


	" Celebration[image: External link]" for Madonna[image: External link][16]


	"Pussy" for Rammstein[image: External link][17]


	"Fresh Out the Oven[image: External link]" for Jennifer Lopez[image: External link] and Pitbull[image: External link]


	"Ich tu dir weh[image: External link]" for Rammstein[image: External link][18]

	(Won the 2011 Echo[image: External link] for best video national)







2010


	" Telephone[image: External link]" for Lady Gaga[image: External link] feat. Beyoncé[19]


	" Hot-N-Fun[image: External link]" for N*E*R*D[image: External link] feat. Nelly Furtado[image: External link][20]


	"Let Me Hear You Scream"[image: External link] for Ozzy Osbourne[image: External link][21]


	"Who's That Chick?[image: External link]" for David Guetta[image: External link] feat. Rihanna[image: External link] (Day Version)[22]


	"Who's That Chick?[image: External link]" for David Guetta[image: External link] feat. Rihanna[image: External link] (Night Version)



2011


	"Hold It Against Me[image: External link]" for Britney Spears[image: External link][23]


	"Hear Me Now[image: External link]" for Hollywood Undead[image: External link][24]


	"Moves Like Jagger[image: External link]" for Maroon 5[image: External link] feat. Christina Aguilera[image: External link][25]


	"Girl Panic![image: External link]" for Duran Duran[image: External link][26]


	"Mein Land[image: External link]" for Rammstein[image: External link][27]




2012


	" Daylight[image: External link]" for Maroon 5[image: External link][28]


	"Doom And Gloom[image: External link]" for The Rolling Stones[image: External link][29]




2013


	"Haunted" for Beyoncé[30]


	"Superpower" for Beyoncé feat. Frank Ocean[30]





	
2014


	" Magic[image: External link]" for Coldplay[image: External link][31]


	"Get Her Back[image: External link]" for Robin Thicke[image: External link][32]


	"True Love[image: External link]" for Coldplay[33]


	
On the Run Tour: Beyoncé and Jay Z for Beyoncé and Jay-Z [34]


	
Dangerous[image: External link] for David Guetta[image: External link]




2015


	" Ghosttown[image: External link]" for Madonna[image: External link]


	"Bitch I'm Madonna[image: External link]" for Madonna feat. Nicki Minaj[image: External link]


	"RM486" for Rose McGowan[image: External link] feat. Punishment[image: External link]


	"Could Have Been Me[image: External link]" for The Struts[image: External link]


	"The 1989 World Tour Live[image: External link]" for Taylor Swift




2016


	"New Romantics[image: External link]" for Taylor Swift


	"Hold Up" for Beyoncé


	"Óveður" for Sigur Rós[image: External link]


	"Make America Great Again" for Pussy Riot[image: External link]


	"ManUNkind" for Metallica[image: External link]




2017


	"John Wayne[image: External link]" for Lady Gaga[image: External link]
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 Filmography





	
Try (2000)

	
Spun[image: External link] (2002)

	
Madonna[image: External link]: I'm Going to Tell You a Secret[image: External link] (2005)

	Madonna: Confessions Tour - Live from London[image: External link] (2006)

	Madonna: The Confessions Tour[image: External link] (2007)

	
Horsemen[image: External link] (2009)[35]


	
Small Apartments[image: External link] (2012)

	
Paul McCartney's Live Kisses (2012)

	
On the Run Tour: Beyoncé and Jay Z (2014)

	
Taylor Swift: The 1989 World Tour Live[image: External link] (2015)

	
Roxette Diaries (2016)

	
Rammstein: Paris (2016)

	
Lords of Chaos (2017)
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	Henry Keazor, Thorsten Wübbena: Video Thrills The Radio Star. Musikvideos: Geschichte, Themen, Analysen[image: External link]. Bielefeld[image: External link], Germany, 2005, p. 117ss., p. 146ss., p. 448
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2014[image: External link] – Grammy[image: External link] – Best Music Film: Paul McCartney[image: External link]’s "Live Kisses"[36]


	2011 – Echo Awards[image: External link] – Best National Video: Rammstein[image: External link] "Ich tu dir weh[image: External link]"


	2010 – MVPA Awards – Best Collaboration: Lady Gaga[image: External link] feat Beyoncé " Telephone[image: External link]"


	2009 – MVPA Awards – Lady Gaga[image: External link] " Paparazzi[image: External link]"


	2008 – MVPA Awards – James Blunt[image: External link] "Same Mistake[image: External link]"


	
2008[image: External link] – Grammy[image: External link] – Best Long Form Music Video: Madonna[image: External link] NBC Special "The Confessions Tour[image: External link]"


	2008 – Silver Addy[image: External link] – Dell[image: External link] "Work it Out"


	2007 – MVPA Hall of Fame – Prodigy[image: External link] "Smack My Bitch Up[image: External link]"


	2004 – MVPA Awards – Robbie Williams[image: External link] "Come Undone[image: External link]"


	
1999[image: External link] – Grammy[image: External link] – Best Short Form Music Video[image: External link]: Madonna[image: External link] "Ray of Light[image: External link]"


	
1998[image: External link] – MTV Video Music Award[image: External link] – Madonna[image: External link] "Ray of Light[image: External link]" (five awards including Video of the Year and Best Female Video)

	
1998[image: External link] – MTV Video Music Award[image: External link] – Best Dance Video: The Prodigy[image: External link] "Smack My Bitch Up[image: External link]"
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Kevin Garrett (musician)





Kevin Garrett is an American musician from Pittsburgh[image: External link], Pennsylvania[image: External link] based out of Brooklyn[image: External link], New York[image: External link].[1]
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Kevin Garrett was born on March 25, 1991, in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. He was raised in Point Breeze and graduated from Hampton High School.[2] His first musical experience was playing the violin at a very young age, but he began writing his own songs later in life.[3] He signed to Jay-Z's Roc Nation[image: External link] for management and publishing in 2015 but maintains that he is an Independent artist.[4]

His debut EP, Mellow Drama, was released on April 7, 2015.[5][6][7][8][9] Garrett co-wrote and co-produced "Pray You Catch Me", the lead track on Beyoncé's album, Lemonade.[10]
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Stevie Wonder[image: External link][12]
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	List of extended plays, with selected details



	Title
	Album details



	Mellow Drama[image: External link]
	

	Released: April 7, 2015 [14]


	Label: Kevin Garrett

	Formats: Digital download







	False Hope[image: External link]
	

	Released: February 3, 2017[15]


	Label: Kevin Garrett

	Formats: Digital download








Singles


	"Refuse"[16]


	"Precious"[17]


	"Stranglehold"[18]


	"Little Bit of You"[19]
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Diplo





Thomas Wesley Pentz (born November 10, 1978),[2] better known by his stage name Diplo, is an American DJ, record producer, rapper, singer, songwriter and record executive based in Los Angeles[image: External link], California[image: External link]. He is the co-creator and lead member of the electronic dancehall[image: External link] music project, Major Lazer[image: External link], and along with producer and DJ Skrillex[image: External link], formed the electronic duo Jack Ü[image: External link]. He founded and manages record company Mad Decent[image: External link], as well as co-founding the non-profit organization Heaps Decent. Among other jobs, he has worked as a schoolteacher in Philadelphia. His 2013 EP Revolution debuted at number 68 on the US Billboard 200[image: External link]. The song was later featured in a commercial for Hyundai[image: External link] and is featured on the WWE 2K16[image: External link] soundtrack.

During his rise to fame, Diplo worked with British musician M.I.A.[image: External link], an artist who is credited with giving him exposure in his early career. Later, he and fellow M.I.A. producer Switch[image: External link] created a Jamaican dancehall project and cartoon series titled Major Lazer.[3] Since then, Diplo has worked on production and mixtape projects with many other pop artists, such as Gwen Stefani[image: External link], M.I.A.[image: External link], Die Antwoord[image: External link], Tinie Tempah[image: External link], Britney Spears[image: External link], Madonna[image: External link], Shakira[image: External link], Banda Uó[image: External link], Beyoncé, No Doubt[image: External link], Justin Bieber[image: External link], Usher[image: External link], Wale[image: External link], Big Sean[image: External link], Snoop Dogg, Chris Brown[image: External link], Ellie Goulding[image: External link], MØ[image: External link], Sean Paul[image: External link] and G-Dragon[image: External link].[4][5][6][7][8] His alias, short for Diplodocus[image: External link], derives from his childhood fascination with dinosaurs[image: External link].[9] Diplo co-produced tracks on Rebel Heart[image: External link], Lemonade and Purpose[image: External link].


[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Career





[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Early life




Diplo was born on November 10, 1978 in Tupelo, Mississippi[image: External link], the son of Barbara Jean (née Cox) and Thomas Pentz. He is of German[image: External link] and English[image: External link] descent.[10][11][12] The influence of home-grown rap played a key role in helping shape his production style. He spent the majority of his youth in Miami, where he got a taste for the characteristic Miami bass[image: External link].[13][14][15] He began attending the University of Central Florida[image: External link] in 1997, and then moved to Philadelphia to continue his studies at Temple University[image: External link], where he first garnered attention as a DJ.[16] After frequently running into fellow DJ Low Budget, the two began throwing parties under the Hooked on Hollertronix moniker in 2003 as a way of maintaining control of what they were able to play during DJ gigs in Philadelphia.[5] The success of these parties allowed the two to release mixtapes, both separate and together, gathering acclaim across the country.[17] One such mixtape, Never Scared, was named one of the New York Times[image: External link] top ten albums of 2003,[18] and the Hollertronix name became synonymous with parties featuring guests like Maluca Mala, Bun B, Spank Rock, M.I.A., among others.[19] Hollertronix's sound has been described as "disparate genres to be smashed together for maximum attention-grabbing impact" an aesthetic which takes from the "organic, cohesive, whole" aesthetic of acts such as Bun B[image: External link], Lil Jon[image: External link], Drama, M.I.A., Björk[image: External link], Busta Rhymes[image: External link], and others.[7][20]

Diplo accentuated the club aesthetic of his Hollertronix music for a more reflective sound on his solo debut, Florida[image: External link], which was released on the Ninja Tune[image: External link] imprint, Big Dada Records[image: External link].[21] The album Florida was pressed twice, first with a CD and the second with a CD and DVD. The DVD was created by System D-128[image: External link], another artist who has collaborated with Diplo on some audio and video projects. Before Florida's DVD accompaniment, another DVD surfaced called Diplo: "Banned in Libya" which was released by Money Studies, the first label to release a solo project by Diplo under his original DJ name Diplodocus. It was a 45 rpm record called "Thingamajawn" for which there is also a music video System D-128 directed. Similar to the Florida DVD, "Banned in Libya" is an experimental audio and video mix of some of Diplo's original music blended with a number of other unidentified sources. His particular affinity for one genre of music called baile funk[image: External link], or favela funk, would spawn a series of mixtapes (Favela on Blast, Favela Strikes Back), which served to bring the Brazilian[image: External link] dance music of the ghettos to the United States.[17]

It was not long before his Hooked on Hollertronix parties would provide him the success necessary to move to the next logical step and build a studio where music would become his full-time focus. With this goal in mind, Diplo built "The Mausoleum," a video studio, recording studio, record label office, gallery, and event space in Philadelphia.[22] Since its inception, The Mausoleum has become the home to recordings by artists like Christina Aguilera[image: External link], Shakira[image: External link], M.I.A., Santigold[image: External link], Spank Rock, Plastic Little[image: External link], Blaqstarr, Paper Route Gangstaz, and hosted concerts by Glass Candy, Skream, Boys Noize[image: External link], Nicos Gun, and more.[22]
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After hearing one of his songs in 2004, M.I.A.[image: External link] approached Diplo when he was DJing one night at the Fabric Club[image: External link] in London.[23] Coincidentally, Diplo was playing her songs " Galang[image: External link]" and "Fire Fire" as she entered the club, which he got from a worker at i-D[image: External link] magazine.[23][24] Diplo added, "She came through and she wanted to meet me 'cause she'd heard my single and the funk mix from one of her A&Rs and she just thought I was right up her alley. Besides me being a white dude from Florida and her being a Sri Lankan girl in England, everything else was the same: [We were both] film graduates, [listened to] all the same music when we were kids, were going in the same direction right now in music, it was amazing... I always wanted to make a beat with her, but all my beats were really shitty at the time."[24][25] The two eventually collaborated on a mixtape, Piracy Funds Terrorism Vol. 1[image: External link]., where Arular track acapellas were mashed with other artists' songs and was mentioned as 'Albums of the Year' from the New York Times and Pitchfork Media.[24][26] The two continued to work together after the release. He was the tour DJ on her 2005 Arular Tour[image: External link].

Diplo would continue to work with M.I.A. and, through her, meet London DJ Switch. Together, they created the Grammy nominated track "Paper Planes[image: External link]", peaking at number 4 on the Billboard Hot 100.[27] In 2015, during an interview with Rolling Stone, M.I.A said that Diplo resented her rise to fame in 2005, that he tried to hold her back, and fought with her about becoming successful.[28]
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See: Mad Decent[image: External link]


From this, Diplo went from an unknown DJ to taking off as a producer, landing him collaborations with artists like Shakira[image: External link], Robyn[image: External link], Kid Cudi[image: External link], Bruno Mars[image: External link], No Doubt[image: External link] and Snoop Dogg, as well as work with Maluca, Kid Sister[image: External link], Die Antwoord[image: External link], Alex Clare[image: External link], Rolo Tomassi, Amanda Blank and Dark Meat. After taking a trip to Brazil[image: External link] to investigate the favela[image: External link] music scene,[5] and fascinated with the energy the scene had to offer, Diplo decided to import a dance-funk group Bonde do Rolê[image: External link] from Brazil for release on his Mad Decent record label (also housed within 'The Mausoleum').[29] This group would serve to define funk carioca[image: External link] in the United States, spawning a host of others to join the movement. Diplo also spent some time documenting the music, and the favelas of Brazil[30]

Although favela funk remained an interest (the Favela on Blast documentary just saw release in 2009), his Mad Decent imprint would serve as a blank palette for Diplo to showcase the myriad different sounds he had come across while touring around the world.[16] September 2009 even saw Diplo travel to China to play with Steve Aoki[image: External link] at a show organised by promoters Split Works[image: External link].[31] Diplo quickly developed a reputation for his extensive touring. In the April 2010 issue of Rolling Stone, Diplo was touted as one of '40 Reasons to be Excited About Music'.[32] This kind of jet setting pushed his label far beyond the favela funk genre with which it initially began. Since its foundation in 2005[33] Diplo's Mad Decent label has released music by Santigold, Baauer, Lil' Jon, Gucci Mane[image: External link], Peter Bjorn and John[image: External link], Rusko[image: External link], Bosco Delrey, Buraka Som Sistema, Savage Skulls, Dana Sibuea, Oliver Twizt, Jamie Fanatic, Douster, Boy 8-Bit, and Popo.[34][35]

As Mad Decent continues to grow and release tracks by big name artists, Diplo's solo career continues to grow at the same rate. He's produced for artists such as Beyoncé, Justin Bieber[image: External link], Lil Wayne[image: External link], Britney Spears[image: External link], Wale[image: External link], Chris Brown[image: External link], Ariana Grande[image: External link], 2 Chainz[image: External link], Travis Porter[image: External link], Usher[image: External link], Azealia Banks[image: External link], Iggy Azalea[image: External link] and AlunaGeorge[image: External link]. On October 16, 2015, Diplo released "Be Right There[image: External link]" along with fellow producer Sleepy Tom[image: External link]. The single charted in multiple countries and has over 100 million streams on Spotify.[36] On April 23, 2016, Beyonce released her critically acclaimed album, "Lemonade." Diplo produced two tracks on the album, "All Night," and one of the three singles, "Hold Up." The album debuted at number one on the US Billboard 200, and was certified platinum on June 8, 2016. Along with producing tracks on Beyonce's "Lemonade," Diplo collaborated with Canadian DJ duo Zeds Dead on the release "Blame," which featured Swedish singer Elliphant.[37] The track was officially released on July 14, 2016, via Zeds Dead's Soundcloud.
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See: Major Lazer[image: External link]


Diplo's first collaborative full-length record was with Switch[image: External link], this time under the guise Major Lazer[image: External link]. After landing a deal with Downtown Records before even recording a note of music, Diplo and Switch set out for Jamaica to record a project that, like most of Diplo's projects before it, would highlight the little-known subgenres, this time of Jamaica's dancehall scene.[27] The two received support by many already established Jamaican artists such as Vybz Kartel, Elephant Man and Ms. Thing, and the resulting record Guns Don't Kill People... Lazers Do[image: External link] also featured vocals from Santigold, Amanda Blank, Nina Sky, Ricky Blaze and more.[38] When discussing the Major Lazer project, Diplo described the dancehall sound as being " the end of the world, all the little influences—house, soca, oldies, R&B, jazz—it all ends up in Jamaica."[39] The track "Pon De Floor" from Guns Don't Kill People... Lazers Do was sampled for Beyoncé's single "Run the World (Girls)[image: External link]".[40]

Major Lazer's first album was followed up with an EP, Lazers Never Die[image: External link], which was released in 2010. Switch left Major Lazer in 2011, and was replaced by Jillionaire[image: External link] and Walshy Fire. A second album, Free the Universe[image: External link], was scheduled to be released in November 2012 but was delayed to February 2013, and then to April 15. It features artists such as Ezra Koenig, Bruno Mars, Ward 21, Wyclef, The Partysquad, Shaggy, Tyga, Flux Pavilion and Wynter Gordon.[41] On February 8, 2015, during the Grammy Award[image: External link] ceremony, Diplo revealed details of the third Major Lazer album. He confirmed that the album would incorporate artists such as Ariana Grande[image: External link], Ellie Goulding[image: External link] and Pusha T[image: External link]. It is called Peace Is the Mission[image: External link]. The first single, "Lean On[image: External link]", is a collaboration with French producer DJ Snake[image: External link] and features vocals from Danish recording artist MØ[image: External link]. The second single, " Powerful[image: External link]", featuring Ellie Goulding[image: External link] and Tarrus Riley[image: External link], was released simultaneously with the album on June 1, 2015.[42] On November 11, 2015, "Lean On" became Spotify's Most Streamed Song of All Time with over 800 million streams to date. Along with the streaming title, the official video for "Lean On" became one of the most viewed videos on YouTube. It currently has 1.4 billion views.[43] Along with the streaming and viewing milestones, "Lean On" would also go on to achieve double platinum status.[44]

On July 22, 2016, the group released the single "Cold Water," a collaboration with Canadian artist Justin Bieber[image: External link] and Danish singer MØ[image: External link]. The track has already reached over 200 million streams on Spotify, and achieved international commercial success, reaching number one in multiple countries.[45] Their upcoming album, Music is the Weapon[image: External link], is set to be released in 2016 with collaborations including Sia[image: External link], The Weeknd and Ty Dolla Sign[image: External link]. On November 29, 2016, Major Lazer[image: External link] and Bad Royale released “My Number”, a track that samples “54-46 That’s My Number”[image: External link] which Pitchfork describes as, “a genre-defining classic from legendary ska/reggae group Toots and the Maytals[image: External link].”[46] This release contained newly recorded vocals from frontman Toots Hibbert[image: External link] specifically designed for Major Lazer[image: External link], which changed the original lyrics to incorporate the group into the song while keeping the original melody.[47][48]
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See: Jack Ü[image: External link]


Jack Ü is a duo made up of Skrillex[image: External link] and Diplo. Jack Ü's debut performance took place at the Mad Decent Block Party in San Diego on September 15, 2013, which is a nationwide tour that record label Mad Decent puts together in order to showcase different artists signed to the label.[49] Diplo announced the project by releasing the Mad Decent Block Party lineup with Jack Ü playing at multiple stops on the tour. After some guessing by many of who Jack Ü was, Diplo finally came out to reveal that "Jack Ü ... means Skrillex and Diplo together".[49] After their New York debut at Electric Zoo was cancelled in late August, the duo would soon return to the city for something bigger. On December 31, 2014, Jack Ü sold out Madison Square Garden for one of their biggest performances to date. The duo had support from Rudimental, Yellow Claw and A$AP Ferg.[50]

On February 27, 2015 they released Skrillex and Diplo Present Jack U[image: External link], a co-release between their respective labels OWSLA[image: External link] and Mad Decent[image: External link]. It featured tracks with 2 Chainz[image: External link], Kiesza[image: External link], Justin Bieber[image: External link], AlunaGeorge[image: External link] and Missy Elliott[image: External link]. The first single "Take Ü There[image: External link]" featuring Kiesza was the lead single on the duo's debut album. The single was released as the lead on October 4, 2014. It reached number sixteen on the UK Dance Chart[image: External link]. The official second single, "Where are Ü Now," was released simultaneously with the album. The song which took both artists in a different direction, featured a collaboration with Canadian pop star Justin Bieber[image: External link]. Peaking at number 8 on the Billboard Hot 100[image: External link], and number 3 on the UK Singles Chart, "Where Are Ü Now" became the duo's largest hit on both charts thus far. The song would also go on to peak at number three in Australia[image: External link], which was the highest charting for the single worldwide. The song had huge success in Europe[image: External link] as well, reaching the top-ten in Sweden and Finland, and the top-twenty in Norway[image: External link], the Czech Republic[image: External link], Denmark[image: External link] and Slovakia[image: External link]. The final place it had charting success was Bieber's home country, Canada[image: External link], where it would end up peaking at number 6. On March 29, 2015 Jack Ü closed the main stage at Ultra Music Festival[image: External link] in Miami[image: External link].

In 2016, the duo won two Grammy Awards[image: External link] for "Grammy Award for Best Dance Album" for "Skrillex and Diplo present Jack Ü" and "Grammy Award for Best Dance" for "Where Are Ü Now?" with Justin Bieber[image: External link]. The latter was also Bieber's first Grammy. They played two sold out shows including Coachella Valley Music Festival in Indio, California[image: External link] and Lollapalooza in São Paulo[image: External link], Brazil[image: External link].
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Florida is the first studio album Diplo produced in 2004. This album was under the label Big Dada. This album created Diplo’s genre of electronic/reggae/hip hop music.
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Beyond Major Lazer and Mad Decent, Diplo has continued to show support for 'all the little influences', the lesser-known music scenes around the globe. Most recently his focus shifted to the ‘Bounce’ scene in New Orleans, Louisiana for a television piece commissioned by Current.tv.[51] Diplo was nominated for Non-Classical Producer of the Year at the 55th Grammy Awards[image: External link] and 58th Grammy Awards[image: External link] .[52] As of 2014, Diplo has a late night show on BBC Radio 1 / 1Xtra on Sundays 0400 – 0600 called 'Diplo and Friends' where he curates mixes from some of biggest names in dance music.[53] Diplo also has several syndicated Diplo and Friends shows in the United States in Boston, Bakersfield, Cleveland, Columbus, Las Vegas, Spokane, Albuquerque, Lafayette, Denver, and most notably on Los Angeles' 98.7 every Sunday at 9 pm.[54] Beginning on October 2, 2015, Diplo, Jillionaire, Walshy Fire and Eric Hamilton debuted "Lazer Sound" on Apple Music's Beats 1. The newest radio show, curated by Diplo, and the Major Lazer crew, consists of interviews, moments on tour and brand new music. The show is on the air every other Saturday of the month.[55] Throughout 2015 and 2016, Diplo performed with Major Lazer and Jack Ü on numerous live TV and award shows. He performed on The Tonight Show starring Jimmy Fallon, Good Morning America, The iHeart Radio Music Festival, The NRJ Music Awards, The 2015 Latin Grammy Awards and The 2016 Grammy Awards. In January 2017 Diplo and Autoerotique (a house group from Toronto) released a music video titled Waist Line which was filmed in a warehouse in London. He is up for another two Grammy's next month at the 2016 (The 59th Annual GRAMMY Awards) for Album of the Year (for Producer of Beyonce's album Lemonade and Producer for Justin Bieber's album 'Purpose.')[56]
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Diplo dated British-Sri Lankan singer and rapper M.I.A.[image: External link] from 2003 to 2008, after being introduced by her cousin, Adil Zia.[57] He has two sons: Lockett Major Wesley Pentz (2010) and Lazer Lee Louis Pentz (2014) with Kathryn Lockhart.[58]

Diplo is a soccer[image: External link] and cricket[image: External link] fan and supporter of the US Men's National Team.[59] He also supports Arsenal F.C.[image: External link] and has attended two Tigres UANL[image: External link] matches.[60][61] He created a Mix for the 2014 World Cup[image: External link].[62] Diplo purchased a minority share of Arizona United SC[image: External link] of the United Soccer League[image: External link] on January 27, 2016.[63][64] He stated: "I’ve been really fortunate to travel all over the world and experience different cultures through music. Wherever I am, Jamaica[image: External link], Spain[image: External link], England, China[image: External link], etc., soccer is a social constant. I see soccer the same way I see music, as a connective tissue linking the world's cultures."

Diplo is also an active fan of the Los Angeles Clippers[image: External link], showing support via Snapchat[image: External link] and Instagram[image: External link] whenever he's at their games. He performed with Skrillex[image: External link] and Kai[image: External link] at the Staples Center during half-time at a Clippers game in 2015.

On February 24, 2016, Diplo endorsed Bernie Sanders[image: External link] as the Democratic presidential nominee[image: External link]. Sanders' ad "It's A Revolution" is soundtracked by Diplo's 2013 track "Revolution".[65] On June 9, 2016, Diplo was featured on the cover of the American entertainment media magazine Billboard.[66]
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See: Diplo discography[image: External link] and Diplo production discography[image: External link]
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In 2009, he was nominated for his first Grammy Award for Record of the Year for "Paper Planes" shared with M.I.A., Switch.[67] He was then nominated for a second Grammy Award in 2012, for Best Rap Song for "Look at Me Now" shared with Chris Brown, Lil Wayne and Busta Rhymes.[68] Diplo was nominated for a Grammy Award in 2013 and 2016 in the category Producer of the Year, Non-Classic. In 2016, he was also nominated for Best Dance/Electronic Album, Skrillex and Diplo Present Jack U.[69] Along with the nomination for Best Dance/Electronic Album in 2016, he was also nominated for Best Dance Recording. Both of which, were won by Jack Ü.[70]
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	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result



	2009[image: External link]
	"Paper Planes[image: External link]"
	Record of the Year
	Nominated



	2012[image: External link]
	"Look at Me Now[image: External link]"
	Best Rap Song[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2013[image: External link]
	Diplo
	Producer of the Year, Non-Classical[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2016[image: External link][71]
	Nominated



	"Where Are Ü Now[image: External link]" (with Skrillex[image: External link] and Justin Bieber[image: External link])
	Best Dance Recording[image: External link]
	Won



	Skrillex and Diplo Present Jack Ü[image: External link] (with Skrillex)
	Best Dance/Electronic Album[image: External link]
	Won



	2017[image: External link]
	Lemonade (as a producer)
	Album of the Year
	Nominated



	Purpose[image: External link] (as a producer)
	Nominated
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Ezra Koenig





Ezra Michael Koenig (born April 8, 1984)[1] is an American musician, singer, songwriter, and radio personality. He is the lead vocalist and guitarist of the indie rock band Vampire Weekend.
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Koenig was born in New York City[image: External link], and is the son of Bobby Bass, a set dresser[image: External link], and Robin Koenig, a psychotherapist[image: External link] on film and TV productions.[2] His parents lived on the Upper West Side[image: External link] of Manhattan[image: External link] before moving to Glen Ridge, New Jersey[image: External link]. He is Jewish[image: External link], and his family came to the U.S. from Europe (including Romania[image: External link] and Hungary[image: External link]).[3][4] He grew up in Northern New Jersey[image: External link] and attended Glen Ridge High School[image: External link]. Ezra has a younger sister, Emma Koenig, who is the author of the blog and book "FUCK! i'm in my twenties"[5] and a writer on the ABC-TV[image: External link] comedy, Manhattan Love Story[image: External link]. Ezra began writing music around the age of ten, and his first song ever was titled "Bad Birthday Party." Koenig attended Columbia University[image: External link], where he majored in English literature[image: External link].

After graduating he taught English through Teach for America[image: External link] at Junior High School 258 in Brooklyn, New York[image: External link]. Students recalled Koenig bringing his guitar with him to class despite him trying to hide it and his music career. He was described as a "laid-back" teacher who successfully made bonds with his students.[6] In the fall of 2007, a deal with XL Recordings[image: External link] cut short Koenig's teaching career.
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Prior to forming Vampire Weekend, he was involved in numerous musical projects with Wes Miles,[7] a childhood friend and current frontman of Ra Ra Riot[image: External link]. Koenig and Miles' experimental band, The Sophisticuffs, has been described as "wildly inventive musical work".[8] Later, Koenig formed the "serious" rap band L'Homme Run[9] with Andrew Kalaidjian and fellow Vampire Weekend band member Chris Tomson[image: External link], played saxophone for the indie rock[image: External link] band Dirty Projectors[image: External link], worked as an intern for The Walkmen[image: External link].[10]

The name of the group comes from the movie of the same name that Ezra and his high school friends made during a school vacation. Ezra plays the main character, Walcott, who has to go to Cape Cod to tell the mayor that vampires are coming. They self-produced their first album after graduation while concurrently working full-time jobs. In 2010, they released their second album, Contra. It reached number one on the US album charts. In 2013 they released their third album, Modern Vampires of the City[image: External link] to critical acclaim.[11]

Koenig provides vocals on the song "Carby" on LP[image: External link], the debut album of Discovery[image: External link], a group which features Vampire Weekend keyboardist Rostam Batmanglij[image: External link] and Ra Ra Riot[image: External link] vocalist Wes Miles. He's also featured on "Warm Heart of Africa[image: External link]" by The Very Best[image: External link], "Pyromiltia" by Theophilus London[image: External link], "I Could Be Wrong" by Chromeo[image: External link], "Dynamo" by Abd al Malik[image: External link] and singing "I Think Ur a Contra" with Angelique Kidjo in her PBS special. He appeared and provided vocals in the music video for Duck Sauce[image: External link]'s "Barbra Streisand[image: External link]". His recording of the song "Papa Hobo", by Paul Simon[image: External link], is part of the soundtrack for Max Winkler's film Ceremony[image: External link]. In 2013, Koenig was featured in the song "Jessica" by Major Lazer[image: External link]. In 2014, he was featured on "Ezra's Interlude" by Chromeo, as well as "New Dorp, New York" by SBTRKT[image: External link].

In 2011, a portrait of Koenig was painted by British artist Joe Simpson[image: External link]. The painting was exhibited around the UK including a solo exhibition at The Royal Albert Hall[image: External link].[12]

At the 86th Academy Awards[image: External link], Koenig accompanied Karen O, on backing vocals and acoustic guitar for her performance of the Oscar-nominated song "The Moon Song[image: External link]" from the film Her[image: External link].

In 2014, Koenig did the voice of Ryland on the Major Lazer (TV series)[image: External link] which he was on for one episode.

After the release of Apple Music[image: External link], Koenig began hosting his own radio show on the channel Beats 1 (which is owned by Apple Inc.[image: External link]) that goes by the name Time Crisis. It is mainly hosted by Ezra, but there are some recurring guests, like Jake Longstreth[image: External link].[13] They have also had guests on such as Rashida Jones[image: External link], Mark Ronson[image: External link], Jamie Foxx[image: External link], David Longstreth[image: External link] of the Dirty Projectors[image: External link], and his sister, Emma Koenig. The first episode was released on the 12th of July 2015.

In 2016, Koenig was credited as a writer and producer on the song "Hold Up" on Lemonade, the sixth studio album by Beyoncé.[14]
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Jack White





Jack White (born John Anthony Gillis; July 9, 1975)[2] is an American musician, singer, songwriter, record producer and actor. He is known as the lead singer and guitarist of duo The White Stripes[image: External link], and has had success in other bands and as a solo artist. On April 24, 2012, White released his debut solo album, Blunderbuss[image: External link]. His second studio album, Lazaretto[image: External link], was released on June 10, 2014. Both received wide commercial and critical acclaim.

After moonlighting in several underground Detroit bands as a drummer, White founded The White Stripes with fellow Detroit native Meg White[image: External link] in 1997. Their 2001 breakthrough album, White Blood Cells[image: External link], brought them international fame with the hit single and accompanying music video, "Fell in Love with a Girl[image: External link]". This recognition provided White opportunities to collaborate with famous artists, including Loretta Lynn[image: External link] and Bob Dylan[image: External link].[3] In 2006, White founded The Raconteurs[image: External link] with Brendan Benson[image: External link], and in 2009 founded The Dead Weather[image: External link] with Alison Mosshart[image: External link] of The Kills[image: External link].

White has enjoyed consistent critical and popular success, and is widely credited as one of the key artists in the garage rock revival[image: External link] of the 2000s. He has won twelve Grammy Awards[image: External link], and both of his solo albums have reached number one on the Billboard charts. Rolling Stone[image: External link] ranked him number 70 on its 2010 list of "The 100 Greatest Guitarists of All Time". David Fricke[image: External link]'s 2011 list ranked him at number 17. White has an extensive collection of guitars and other instruments, and has a preference for vintage items that often have connections to famous blues artists. He is a vocal advocate for analog technology and recording techniques, and he is a board member of the Library of Congress[image: External link]' National Recording Preservation Foundation[image: External link]. His record label and studio Third Man Records[image: External link] releases vinyl recordings[image: External link] of his own work, as well as that of other artists and local school children.[4] His latest album holds the record for most first-week vinyl sales since 1991.

White values his privacy and has been known to create misdirection about his personal life; he has been called "eccentric." He and Meg divorced in 2000. He was married to model and singer Karen Elson[image: External link] from 2005 to 2013; together, they have a son and daughter. He currently resides in Nashville, Tennessee[image: External link]. He recently bought a house in Kalamazoo, Michigan[image: External link].[5]
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John Anthony Gillis[6] was born in Detroit[image: External link], Michigan, the youngest of ten children—and the seventh son—of Teresa (née Bandyk) and Gorman M. Gillis.[7][8] His mother's family was Polish,[9] while his father was of Scottish-Canadian descent.[10][11] He was raised a Catholic,[12] and his father and mother both worked for the Archdiocese of Detroit[image: External link] (as the Building Maintenance Superintendent and secretary in the Cardinal's office, respectively).[3] Gillis became an altar boy[image: External link], which landed him an uncredited role in the 1987 movie The Rosary Murders[image: External link], filmed mainly at Holy Redeemer[image: External link] parish in southwest Detroit.[3] He attended Cass Technical High School[image: External link] in Detroit.[13][14]

Gillis' early musical influences were inherited from his older brothers, and he learned to play the instruments they abandoned;[15][16] he began playing the drums in the first grade after finding a kit in the attic.[7][16][17] As a child, he was a fan of classical music,[18] but in elementary school, he began listening to the Doors[image: External link], Pink Floyd[image: External link], and Led Zeppelin.[19] As a "shorthaired [teenager] with braces,"[18] Gillis began listening to the blues[image: External link] and 1960s rock that would influence him in The White Stripes,[3] with Son House[image: External link] and Blind Willie McTell[image: External link] being among his favorite blues guitarists.[2][20] He has said in interviews that Son House's "Grinnin' in Your Face" is his favorite song of all time.[15][21] As a drummer, his heroes include Gene Krupa[image: External link], Stewart Copeland[image: External link], and Crow Smith from Flat Duo Jets[image: External link].[22]

In 2005, on 60 Minutes[image: External link], he told Mike Wallace[image: External link] that his life could have turned out differently. "I'd got accepted to a seminary in Wisconsin, and I was gonna become a priest, but at the last second I thought, 'I'll just go to public school.' I had just gotten a new amplifier in my bedroom, and I didn't think I was allowed to take it with me."[23] Instead, he got accepted into the famed Cass Technical High School[image: External link] as a business major, and played the drums and trombone in the band.[15][24][25] At 15, he began a three-year upholstery[image: External link] apprenticeship with a family friend, Brian Muldoon.[3] He credits Muldoon with exposing him to punk music as they worked together in the shop.[3][15] Muldoon goaded his young apprentice into forming a band: "He played drums", Gillis thought. "Well I guess I'll play guitar then."[3][26] The two recorded an album, Makers of High Grade Suites, as the Upholsterers[image: External link].[notes 1]

As a senior in high school, he met Megan White at the Memphis Smoke restaurant where she worked,[28] and they frequented the coffee shops, local music venues, and record stores of the area.[29] After a courtship, they got married on September 21, 1996.[30][31] In a reversal of tradition, he took her last name.[3][32][33]

After completing his apprenticeship, he started a one-man business of his own, Third Man Upholstery.[34] The slogan of his business was "Your Furniture's Not Dead" and the color scheme was yellow and black—including a yellow van, a yellow-and-black uniform, and a yellow clipboard.[34] Although Third Man Upholstery never lacked business, he claims it was unprofitable due to his complacency about money and his business practices that were perceived as unprofessional, including making bills out in crayon and writing poetry inside the furniture.[34]
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See: The White Stripes[image: External link]


At 19 years old, Jack had landed his first professional gig as the drummer for the Detroit band Goober & the Peas[image: External link], and was still in that position when the band broke up in 1996.[2][15][35] It was in this band that he learned about touring and performing onstage.[15] After the band's split, he settled into working as an upholsterer by day while moonlighting in local bands, as well as performing solo shows.[15][30] Though a bartender by trade,[36] Meg began to learn to play the drums in 1997 and, according to Jack, "When she started to play drums with me, just on a lark, it felt liberating and refreshing."[3] The couple became a band, calling themselves The White Stripes,[37] and two months later performed their first show at the Gold Dollar in Detroit.[15][38]

Despite being married, Jack and Meg publicly presented themselves as siblings,[39][40] and keeping to a chromatic theme, dressed only in red, white, and black.[41][42] They began their career as part of Michigan's underground[image: External link] garage rock[image: External link] music scene.[36][41] They played along with and opened for more established local bands such as Bantam Rooster[image: External link], the Dirtbombs[image: External link], Two Star Tabernacle, Rocket 455, and the Hentchmen, among others.[15][36] In 1998, the White Stripes were signed to Italy Records[image: External link]—a small and independent[image: External link] Detroit-based garage punk[image: External link] label—by Dave Buick.[43] The band released its eponymous debut album[image: External link] in 1999, and a year later the album was followed up by the cult classic,[44] De Stijl[image: External link]. The album eventually peaked at number 38 in Billboard's Independent Albums[image: External link] chart.

In 2001, the band released White Blood Cells[image: External link]. The album's stripped-down garage rock sound drew critical acclaim in the US and beyond,[2] making The White Stripes one of the more acclaimed bands of 2002,[36] and forefront figures in the garage band revival of the time.[2][37][45] John Peel[image: External link], an influential DJ and the band's early advocate in the UK, said they were the most exciting thing he'd heard since Jimi Hendrix.[46] The New York Times said of White, "beneath the arty facade lies one of the most cagey, darkly original rockers to come along since Kurt Cobain[image: External link]."[47] The album was followed up in 2003 by the commercially and critically successful Elephant[image: External link].[48][49][50] The critic at Allmusic[image: External link] wrote that the album "sounds even more pissed-off, paranoid and stunning than its predecessor ... darker and more difficult than White Blood Cells."[51] The album's first single, "Seven Nation Army[image: External link]", became the band's signature song,[52][5] reaching number one on the Billboard Modern Rock Tracks[image: External link] chart for three weeks, winning the 2004 Grammy Award for Best Rock Song[image: External link], and becoming an international sporting and protest anthem.[53][54] The band's fifth album, Get Behind Me Satan[image: External link], was recorded in White's own home and marked a change in the band's musical direction, with piano-driven melodies and experimentation with marimba[image: External link] and a more rhythm-based guitar playing by White.[2][3]

The band's sixth album, Icky Thump[image: External link], was released in 2007, and unlike their previous lo-fi[image: External link] albums, it was recorded in Nashville at Blackbird Studio.[41] The album was regarded as a return to the band's earlier blues and garage-rock sound.[55] It debuted at number two on the US Billboard 200[image: External link] chart, and entered the UK Albums Chart at number one, selling over 300,000 vinyl copies in England alone.[56][57] Of his excitement for vinyl, White explained, "We can't afford to lose the feeling of cracking open a new record and looking at large artwork and having something you can hold in your hands."[56] In support of the album, they launched a Canadian tour, in which they played a gig in every one of the country's provinces and territories. However, later that year, the band announced the cancellation of 18 tour dates due to Meg's struggle with acute anxiety[image: External link].[58] A few days later, the duo cancelled the remainder of their 2007 UK tour dates as well.[59]

White worked with other artists in the meantime, but revealed the band's plan to release a seventh album by the summer of 2009.[60][61] On February 20, 2009—and on the final episode of Late Night with Conan O'Brien[image: External link]—the band made their first live appearance after the cancellation of the tour,[62] and a documentary about their Canadian tour—titled The White Stripes: Under Great White Northern Lights[image: External link]—debuted later that year at the Toronto International Film Festival[image: External link].[63] However, almost two years passed with no new releases, and on February 2, 2011, the band reported on their official website that they were disbanding. White emphasized that it was not due to health issues or artistic differences, "but mostly to preserve what is beautiful and special about the band."[64]
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See: The Raconteurs[image: External link]


In 2005, while collaborating with Brendan Benson[image: External link]—a fellow Michigan native whom White had worked with before[2]—they composed a song called "Steady, as She Goes[image: External link]." This inspired them to create a full band, and they invited Jack Lawrence[image: External link] and Patrick Keeler of the Greenhornes[image: External link] to join them in what would become The Raconteurs (in french "Les Story Tellers"). The musicians met in Benson's home studio in Detroit and, for the remainder of the year, they recorded when time allowed. The result was the band's debut album, Broken Boy Soldiers[image: External link]. Reaching the Top Ten charts in both the US and the UK,[7] it was nominated for Best Rock Album[image: External link] at the 2006 Grammy Awards. The lead single, "Steady, As She Goes[image: External link]" was nominated for Best Rock Performance by a Duo or Group with Vocal[image: External link].[65] The Raconteurs set out on tour to support the album,[2] including eight dates as the opening act for Bob Dylan[image: External link]. The group's second album, Consolers of the Lonely[image: External link], and its first single, "Salute Your Solution[image: External link]", were released simultaneously in 2008. The album reached number seven on the Billboard 200 chart, and received a Grammy nomination for Best Rock Album[image: External link].[65]
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See: The Dead Weather[image: External link]


While on tour to promote Consolers of the Lonely, White developed bronchitis and often lost his voice.[2] Allison Mosshart, the frontwoman for The Kills[image: External link] (who was touring with the Raconteurs at the time) would often fill in as his vocal replacement.[2] The chemistry between the two artists led them to collaborate, and in early 2009, White formed a new group called the Dead Weather[image: External link].[2] Mosshart sang, White played drums and shared vocal duties, Jack Lawrence of the Raconteurs played bass, and the Queens of the Stone Age[image: External link] keyboardist and guitarist Dean Fertita[image: External link] rounded out the four-piece.[66]

The group debuted a handful of new tracks on March 11, 2009 in Nashville from their debut album Horehound[image: External link].[67] It came out on July 13, 2009 in Europe and July 14, 2009 in North America on White's Third Man Records label.[68][69] In October 2009, Mosshart confirmed that the second album was "halfway done,"[70] and the first single, "Die by the Drop[image: External link]", was released on March 30, 2010.[71] The new album (again on the Third Man Records label) was titled Sea of Cowards[image: External link] and was released on May 7 of that year in Ireland, on May 10 in the United Kingdom, and on May 11 in the U.S.[72]

Announcement of their third album, Dodge & Burn[image: External link], was made in July 2015 for a worldwide release in September by Third Man Records. Along with four previously released tracks, remixed and remastered, the album features eight new songs.[73]
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White's popular and critical success with The White Stripes enabled him to collaborate as a solo artist with other musicians. He has joined other artists on their recordings, as well as invited artists to perform on his projects. He has also worked as a producer for various artists, often through his label, Third Man Records.

Rumors began to circulate in 2003 that White had collaborated with Electric Six[image: External link] for their song "Danger! High Voltage[image: External link]."[74] He and the Electric Six both denied this,[74][75] and the vocal work was credited officially to John S O'Leary.[76] In subsequent interviews with Chris Handyside, however, Dick Valentine[image: External link] and Corey Martin (Electric Six band members) acknowledged White's involvement and confirmed that he received no payment.[77]

White worked with Loretta Lynn[image: External link] on her 2004 album Van Lear Rose[image: External link], which he produced and performed on.[78] The album was a critical and commercial success.[2] In 2008, White collaborated with Alicia Keys[image: External link] on the song "Another Way to Die[image: External link]", the theme song for the James Bond[image: External link] film Quantum of Solace[image: External link]. In 2009, Jack White was featured in It Might Get Loud[image: External link], a film in which he, Jimmy Page, and The Edge[image: External link] come together to discuss the electric guitar and each artist's different playing methods.[79] White's first solo single, "Fly Farm Blues[image: External link]," was written and recorded in 10 minutes during the filming of the movie that August.[80] The single went on sale as a 7-inch vinyl record from Third Man Records and as a digital single available through iTunes on August 11, 2010. In November 2010, producer Danger Mouse[image: External link] announced that White—along with Norah Jones[image: External link]—had been recruited for his collaboration with Daniele Luppi[image: External link] entitled Rome[image: External link].[81] White provided vocals to three songs on the album: "The Rose with the Broken Neck," "Two Against One," and "The World."[82] White finished and performed the song "You Know That I Know", and it was featured on The Lost Notebooks of Hank Williams[image: External link], released on October 4, 2011. In that same year, he produced and played on Wanda Jackson[image: External link]'s album The Party Ain't Over.[78][83] To her delight, his studio also released the album on a 7-inch vinyl[image: External link].[83] White also appeared on AHK-toong BAY-bi Covered[image: External link], performing a cover of U2[image: External link]'s "Love Is Blindness[image: External link]."[84]

White has worked with other artists as well, including Beck[image: External link], the Rolling Stones[image: External link], Jeff Beck[image: External link],[85] and Bob Dylan[image: External link].

On January 30, 2012, White released "Love Interruption[image: External link]" as the first single off his debut, self-produced solo album, Blunderbuss[image: External link], which was released on April 24, 2012.[86] In support of the album, he appeared on Saturday Night Live[image: External link] as the musical guest and played at select festivals during the summer of 2012, including the Firefly Music Festival, Radio 1's Hackney Weekend[image: External link], the Sasquatch! Music Festival[image: External link], the Fuji Rock Festival[image: External link] in Japan (one of the biggest festivals in the world), and Rock Werchter[image: External link] in Belgium. Later in the year, he headlined Austin City Limits Music Festival[image: External link]. During his tour for the album, White employed two live bands, which he alternated between at random. The first, called The Peacocks, was all female and consisted of Ruby Amanfu, Carla Azar[image: External link], Lillie Mae Rische, Maggie Bjorklund, Brooke Waggoner[image: External link], and alternating bassists Bryn Davies[image: External link] and Catherine Popper[image: External link].[87] The other, The Buzzards, was all male and consisted of Daru Jones, Dominic Davis, Fats Kaplin[image: External link], Ikey Owens[image: External link], and Cory Younts[image: External link].[88] White said maintaining two bands was too expensive,[54] and abandoned the practice at the conclusion of the tour. Blunderbuss was ultimately nominated for several Grammys, including Album of the Year, Best Rock Album, and Best Rock Song for "Freedom at 21".[2]

On April 1, 2014, White announced his second solo album, Lazaretto[image: External link], inspired by plays and poetry he had written as a teen.[89][90] It was released on June 10, 2014 simultaneously with the first single off the album, "High Ball Stepper". The album debuted at number one on the Billboard 200 chart and,[90] in a personal triumph for White,[90] broke the record for the largest sales week for a vinyl album since SoundScan began tracking sales in 1991.[90] The album was widely praised among critics, and was nominated for three Grammy Awards: Best Alternative Music Album[image: External link], as well as Best Rock Song[image: External link] and Best Rock Performance (for the song " Lazaretto[image: External link]"). During the supporting tour, he performed the longest show of his career on July 30, 2014 at the Detroit Masonic Temple[image: External link],[91] and later performed as one of the headliners at the Coachella Festival[image: External link] over two weekends in April 2015.[92] On April 14, 2015, White announced that the festival would be his last electric set, followed by one acoustic show in each of the five U.S. states he had yet to perform in, before he would be taking a prolonged break from live performances.[93][94] However, he performed on the inaugural episode of the radio show A Prairie Home Companion[image: External link] with the new host Chris Thile, on October 15, 2016, in support of his compilation album "Acoustic Recordings 1998-2016[image: External link]."[95] He co-wrote the song “Don’t Hurt Yourself ” with Beyoncé on her album Lemonade, and accompanied her on the vocals.[5]

White has also had a minor acting career. He appeared in the 2003 film, Cold Mountain[image: External link], as a character named Georgia and performed five songs for the Cold Mountain soundtrack[image: External link]: "Sittin' on Top of the World", "Wayfaring Stranger", "Never Far Away", "Christmas Time Soon Will Be Over" and "Great High Mountain." The 2003 Jim Jarmusch[image: External link] film Coffee and Cigarettes[image: External link] featured both Jack and Meg in the segment "Jack Shows Meg His Tesla Coil." He also played Elvis Presley[image: External link] in the 2007 satire Walk Hard[image: External link]. In 2016, he appeared as the special guest in the season 1 finale of The Muppets[image: External link].
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See: Third Man Records[image: External link]


White founded Third Man Records in 2001.[96] However, it was not until after he moved to Nashville that White purchased a space in 2009 to house his label.[4] He explained, "For the longest time I did not want to have my own studio gear, mostly because with the White Stripes I wanted to have the constriction of going into a studio and having a set time of 10 days or two weeks to finish an album, and using whatever gear they happen to have there. After 10 to 15 years of recording like that I felt that it was finally time for me to have my own place to produce music, and have exactly what I want in there: the exact tape machines, the exact microphones, the exact amplifiers that I like, and so on."[97] Using the slogan "Your Turntable’s Not Dead,"[16] Third Man also presses vinyl records,[56] for the artists on its label, for White's own musical ventures, as well as for third parties for hire.[98]

In March 2015, Third Man joined in the launch of TIDAL, a music streaming service that Jay Z purchased and co-owns with other major music artists.[99][100] Later that year, White partnered with the watch manufacturer Shinola[image: External link] to open a retail location in Detroit.[101]
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White owns many instruments and, historically, has tended to use certain ones for specific projects or in certain settings. He has a preference for vintage guitars, many of which are associated with influential blues artists. Much of his equipment is custom-made, for both technical and aesthetic reasons.

During his career with The White Stripes, White principally used three guitars,[102] though he used others as well.[103] The red, "JB Hutto[image: External link]," Airline guitar[image: External link] was a vintage 1964 model originally distributed by Montgomery Ward[image: External link] department store.[102][104] Though used by several artists, White's attachment to the instrument raised its popularity to the extent that Eastwood Guitars[image: External link] began producing a modified replica around 2000.[102] The 1950s-era Kay[image: External link] Hollowbody was a gift from his brother in return for a favor.[46] It was the same brand of electric guitar made popular by Howling Wolf[image: External link],[102] and White most famously used it on "Seven Nation Army."[104] He began using a 1915 Gibson L-1 acoustic[image: External link] (often called the Robert Johnson[image: External link] model) on the Icky Thump album;[102][104] in an interview for Gibson, he called the instrument his favorite.[102] He also used a three-pickup Airline Town & Country (later featured in the "Steady As She Goes" music video),[105] a Harmony[image: External link] Rocket,[105] a 1970s-era Crestwood[image: External link] Astral II,[104][105] and what would become the first of three custom Gretsch Rancher Falcon acoustic guitars.[102] While with the Stripes, any equipment that did not match their red/black/white color scheme were painted red.

While the Raconteurs[image: External link] were still in development, White commissioned luthier[image: External link] Randy Parsons[image: External link] to create what White called the Triple Jet[image: External link]—a custom guitar styled after the Duo Jet[image: External link] double-cutaway guitar.[106] Parsons's first product was painted copper color, however he decided to create a second version with a completely copper body, which White began to use instead.[106] For the Raconteurs first tour, White also played a Gretsch Anniversary Jr.[image: External link] with a Bigsby vibrato tailpiece[image: External link] and three Filtertron pickups.[105][106] He later added a custom Gretsch Anniversary Jr. with two cutaways, a lever-activated mute system, a built-in and retractable bullet microphone, and a light-activated theremin[image: External link] next to the Bigsby.[102] White has dubbed this one the "Green Machine",[102][104] and it is featured in It Might Get Loud.[102] He sometimes played a Gibson J-160E[image: External link],[105] a Gretsch Duo Jet[image: External link] in Cadillac Green,[105] and a second Gretsch Rancher[image: External link] acoustic guitar.[102] For the Raconteurs' 2008 tour, he had Analog Man plate all of his pedals in copper.[107]

He has since acquired another Gretsch, a custom white Billy Gibbons[image: External link]/Bo Diddley[image: External link] signature Gretsch Jupiter Thunderbird[image: External link] with a gold double pickguard (as seen in the music video for "Another Way to Die").[102][104] White found a 1957 Gretsch G6134 White Penguin[image: External link] in 2007 while on tour in Texas[102]—the same one he used in the music video for "Icky Thump[image: External link]"[104]—which ultimately fit in with the Dead Weather's color scheme.[103] He also uses a black left-handed one since the Dead Weather album Sea of Cowards[image: External link] came out.[citation needed[image: External link]] He has also been known to play Fender Telecasters[image: External link],[102][104] featuring one in the music video for Loretta Lynn's "Portland, Oregon."

White owns three Gretsch Rancher Falcons because he says that its bass tones make it his favorite acoustic to play live.[102] They are collectively referred to as his "girlfriends," as each one has an image of a classic movie star on the back. Claudette Colbert[image: External link] is the brunette he used while with the Stripes, Rita Hayworth[image: External link] is the redhead he acquired with the Raconteurs, and Veronica Lake[image: External link] is the blonde he added in 2010 while with the Dead Weather.[102]

White uses numerous effects to create his live sound, most notably a DigiTech Whammy WH-4[image: External link] to create the rapid modulations in pitch he uses in his solos.[108] White also produces a "fake" bass tone by playing the Kay Hollowbody and JB Hutto Montgomery Airline guitars through a Whammy IV set to one octave down for a very thick, low, rumbling sound, which he uses most notably on the song "Seven Nation Army[image: External link]".[108] He also uses an MXR Micro Amp and custom Electro-Harmonix Big Muff[image: External link] Distortion/Sustainer.[105] In 2005, for the single "Blue Orchid," White employed a Electro-Harmonix[image: External link] Polyphonic Octave Generator (POG), which let him mix in several octave effects into one along with the dry signal.[103] He plugs this setup into a 1970s Fender Twin Reverb[image: External link] "Silverface" and two 100-Watt Sears Silvertone[image: External link] 1485 6×10 amplifiers.[103][104] He also used a 1960s Fender Twin Reverb "Blackface".[103][104]

On occasion, White also plays other instruments, such as a Black Gibson F-4 mandolin[image: External link] ("Little Ghost"), piano (on most tracks from Get Behind Me Satan[image: External link], and various others), and an electric piano[image: External link] on such tracks as "The Air Near My Fingers" and "I'm Finding it Harder to be a Gentleman". White also plays percussion instruments such as the marimba[image: External link] (as on "The Nurse"),[3] drums and tambourine[image: External link]. For The White Stripes' 2007 tour, he played a custom-finish Hammond A-100 organ with a Leslie 3300 speaker, which was subsequently loaned to Bob Dylan[image: External link], and currently resides at Third Man Studios.[109] On the album Broken Boy Soldiers, both he and Benson are credited with playing the album's synths[image: External link] and organ.

With the Dead Weather, White plays a custom Ludwig Classic Maple kit in Black Oyster Pearl.[22] Notably, it includes two-snare drums, which White calls "the jazz canon."[22] For the 2009 Full Flash Blank tour, White used a drum head with the Three Brides of Dracula on the front, but in 2010, White employed a new drum head, upon the release of Sea of Cowards, which has an image of The Third Man himself: Harry Lime attempting to escape certain capture in the sewers of Vienna. During the American leg of the 2010 tour, White switched his drum head again featuring a picture of himself in the guise he wore on the cover of Sea of Cowards. This drum head is called Sam Kay by some fans, referring to the insert inside of the 12" LP.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Minimalist style







"I love analogue because of what it makes you do. Digital recording gives you all this freedom, all these options to change the sounds that you are putting down, and those are for the most part not good choices to have for an artist," and "Mechanics are always going to provide inherent little flaws and tiny little specks and hisses that will add to the idea of something beautiful, something romantic. Perfection, making things perfectly in time and perfectly free of extraneous noise, is not something to aspire to! Why would anyone aspire to such a thing?"[97]





Jack White


White has long been a proponent of analog equipment and the associated working methods.[41][78] Beginning in the fifth grade, he and his childhood friend, Dominic Suchyta, would listen to records in White's attic on weekends and began to record cover songs on an old four-track[image: External link] reel to reel[image: External link] tape machine.[15] The White Stripes' first album was largely recorded in the attic of his parents' home.[15] As their fame grew beyond Detroit, the Stripes became known for their affected innocence and stripped-down playing style.[2] In particular, White became distinguished for his nasal vocal delivery and loose, explosive guitar delivery.[2] In an early New York Times concert review from 2001, Ann Powers said that, while White's playing was "ingenious," he "created more challenges by playing an acoustic guitar with paper taped over the hole and a less-than-high-quality solid body electric."[40]

His home studio in Nashville contains two rooms ("I want everyone close, focused, feeling like we're in it together.")[4] with two pieces of equipment: a Neve mixing console,[4] and two Studer A800 2-inch 8-track tape recorders.[97]

In his introduction in the documentary film, It Might Get Loud[image: External link], White showcases his minimalist style by constructing a guitar built out of a plank of wood, three nails, a glass Coke bottle[image: External link], a guitar string, and a pickup. He ends the demonstration by saying, "Who says you need to buy a guitar?"[26] In a 2012 episode of the show, Portlandia[image: External link], White made a cameo in a sketch spoofing home studio enthusiasts who prefer antique recording equipment.[110]
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 Reception




White has enjoyed both critical and popular success, and is widely credited as one of the key artists in the garage rock revival[image: External link] of the 2000s.[2] Rolling Stone[image: External link] ranked him number 70 on its 2010 list of "The 100 Greatest Guitarists of All Time".[111] David Fricke[image: External link]'s 2011 list ranked him at number 17.[112] He has won eight Grammy Awards and both of his solo albums have reached number one on the Billboard charts. Interviewers note the wide breadth of the music styles and eras he draws from for inspiration.[113] In May 2015, the Music City Walk of Fame[image: External link] announced that it would be honoring White (along with Loretta Lynn) with a medallion at its re-opening in Nashville.[114] On February 8, 2017, White was the honoree of the Producers and Engineers Wing of the Recording Academy[image: External link] during the annual Grammy Week celebration for his commitment "to working diligently to ensure that the quality and integrity of recorded music are captured and preserved."[115]

Much has been made of White's "showmanship" and affectations.[108] Since the beginning, critics have debated the "riddle" of White's self-awareness against his claims of authenticity,[40][47] with people falling on both sides of the issue. Joe Hagan of The New York Times asked in 2001, "Is Mr. White, a 25-year-old former upholsterer from southwest Detroit, concocting this stuff with a wink? Or are the White Stripes simply naïve?"[47] Alexis Petridis, of The Guardian, said that White "makes for an enigmatic figure. Not because he's particularly difficult or guarded, but simply because what he tells you suggests a lifelong penchant for inscrutable behaviour."[54] White himself confesses, "Sometimes I think I'm a simple guy, but I think the reality is I'm really complicated, as simple as I wish I was".[54]
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White is protective of his privacy and gives few details of his family life, even going as far as to disseminate false information.[32] He states that he does not consider his personal life relevant to his art, saying "It's the same thing as asking Michelangelo[image: External link], 'What kind of shoes do you wear?'...In the end, it doesn't really matter ... the only thing that's going to be left is our records and photos.".[46]

His collection of esoterica[image: External link] include Leadbelly[image: External link]’s New York City arrest record, James Brown[image: External link]’s Georgia driver’s license from the 1980s, and a copy of the first Superman[image: External link] comic from June 1938.[5] For $300,000 in January 2015, an online bidder won an auction for Elvis Presley's first recording ever—an acetate of the two cover songs: "My Happiness" and "That's When Your Heartaches Begin".[116] In its March 6, 2015 edition, Billboard magazine announced the buyer had been White.[116] The vinyl was recorded at SUN Records in Memphis, Tennessee[image: External link] in the summer of 1953 when Presley was 18 years old.
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 Relationships




Jack and Meg married on September 21, 1996 and officially divorced on March 24, 2000.[117] In 2003, he had a brief relationship with actress Renée Zellweger[image: External link], whom he met during the filming of Cold Mountain[image: External link].[55] That summer, the couple were in a car accident in which White broke his left index finger and was forced to reschedule much of the summer tour.[118] He posted the footage of his finger surgery on the web for fans.[119] White and Zellweger's breakup became public in December 2004.[120]

White met British model Karen Elson[image: External link] when she appeared in The White Stripes music video for "Blue Orchid[image: External link]". The video's director, Floria Sigismondi[image: External link], noted "you sensed an energy between them".[121][122] They married on June 1, 2005, in Manaus, Brazil[image: External link].[122] The wedding took place in a canoe on the Amazon River[image: External link] and was officiated by a shaman[image: External link]. A Roman Catholic priest later convalidated[image: External link] their marriage.[123] Manager Ian Montone was the best man and Meg White was the maid of honor[image: External link].[123] Official wedding announcements stated that "it was the first marriage" for both.[123] In 2006, the couple had a daughter.[124] Their second child was born in 2007.[125]

The family resided in Brentwood[image: External link], a suburb south of Nashville,[126] where Elson managed a vintage clothing store called Venus & Mars.[127][128] Elson provided vocals on White's first solo record.[128] However, the couple announced their intention to divorce in June 2011,[129] throwing "a positive swing bang humdinger" party to commemorate the split.[4][32] On July 22, 2013, a Nashville judge barred White from having "any contact with Karen Elson whatsoever except as it relates to parenting time with the parties' minor children."[130] A counter-motion was filed on August 2, 2013, stating that "The reason for filing this response is that Mr. White does not want to be portrayed as something he is not, violent toward his wife and children."[131] The divorce was finalized on November 26, 2013.[132] Elson later recanted the charges, attributing the "aggressive" proceedings to her divorce attorneys, and saying "those who gain of a marriage ending helped to create a downward spiral at my most vulnerable."[4] White agreed, saying, "When shitty lawyers are in a situation like divorce, their goal is to villainize."[4] The former couple reportedly remain on good terms.[32]
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 'Eccentricity'




White has been called " eccentric[image: External link]."[55][133][134][135][136] He is known for creating mythology around his endeavors;[10] examples include his claim that the Stripes began on Bastille Day[image: External link],[36] that he and Meg are the two youngest of ten siblings,[36][39][137] and that Third Man Records used to be a candy factory.[16] These assertions came into question or were disproven, such as when, in 2002, the Detroit Free Press[image: External link] produced copies of both a marriage license and divorce certificate for him and Meg, confirming their history as a married couple.[117] Neither addresses the truth officially, and Jack continues to refer to Meg as his sister in interviews,[16] including in the documentary Under Great White Northern Lights[image: External link], filmed in 2007.[138] In a 2005 interview with Rolling Stone magazine, Jack alluded to this open secret[image: External link], implying that it was intended to keep the focus on the music rather than the couple's relationship:


"When you see a band that is two pieces, husband and wife, boyfriend and girlfriend, you think, 'Oh, I see...' When they're brother and sister, you go, 'Oh, that's interesting.' You care more about the music, not the relationship—whether they're trying to save their relationship by being in a band."[3]






It became hypnotic. This was the minimum amount of staples I could put to hold this fabric down. The number three exemplifies the almost iconic, mysterious perfection that cannot be obtained...To this day, I still think about it all the time.[54]





White, on how seeing three staples on a upholstery piece triggered his affinity for the number three.


He has an attachment to the number three,[41][139] stemming from seeing three staples in the back of a Vladimir Kagan[image: External link] couch he helped to upholster as an apprentice.[54] His business ventures frequently feature "three" in the title and he typically appends "III" to the end of his name.[32] During the White Stripes 2005 tour in the UK, White began referring to himself as "Three Quid"—" quid[image: External link]" being British slang for pound sterling.[140]

He maintains an aesthetic that he says challenges whether people will believe he is "real."[3][32] He frequently color-codes his endeavors, such as the aforementioned Third Man Upholstery and The White Stripes, as well as Third Man Records, which is completely outfitted in yellow, black, red, and blue (including staff uniforms).[4][116] As a taxidermy[image: External link] enthusiast—that correlates to his work as an upholsterer—he decorates his studio in preserved animals, including a peacock, giraffe, and Himalayan goat.[32][116]
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 Controversy




On December 13, 2003, White was involved in an altercation with Jason Stollsteimer[image: External link], lead singer of the Von Bondies[image: External link], at the Magic Stick, a Detroit club.[141][142] White was charged with misdemeanor[image: External link] aggravated assault[image: External link].[143] He pleaded guilty to the lesser charge of assault and battery[image: External link], was fined $750 (including court costs), and was sentenced to take anger management[image: External link] classes.[4][142]




"I so love your heart that burns

That in your people's body yearns

To perpetuate, and permeate, the lonely dream that does encapsulate,

Your spirit, that God insulates,

With courageous dream's concern"[19]





—Excerpt from "Courageous Dream's Concern," as published in the Detroit Free Press[image: External link]


White has repeatedly referenced conflicts that erupted between him and fellow artists in Detroit's underground music scene after The White Stripes gained international success.[3][41] In a 2006 interview with the Associated Press[image: External link], he said that he eventually left Detroit because, "he could not take the negativity anymore."[144] However, in an effort to clarify his feelings towards the city of Detroit itself, he wrote and released a poem called "Courageous Dream's Concern."[144] In it, he expresses his affection for his hometown.[19][144]

During their 2013 divorce proceedings, Elson entered into evidence an e-mail White had sent her that happened to include disparaging remarks about The Black Keys[image: External link].[32][145] When asked about the email in a 2014 Rolling Stone magazine interview, White stood by the remarks saying, "I'll hear TV commercials where the music's ripping off sounds of mine, to the point I think it's me. Half the time, it's the Black Keys."[4] He later apologized for the comments.[146] However, in September 2015, Patrick Carney of the band posted a series of tweets alleging that White tried to fight him in a bar.[147] White denied the claim in a statement to the online magazine Pitchfork[image: External link], saying that Carney should talk to him directly, and not on the internet.[148] The following day, Carney posted a tweet saying, "Talked to jack for an hour he's cool. All good."[149] White tweeted on the Third Man Twitter account, "From one musician to another, you have my respect Patrick Carney."[148]

On February 1, 2015, the University of Oklahoma's[image: External link] newspaper OU Daily ran a story regarding White's February 2 show at McCasland Field House that included the publication of White's tour rider[image: External link].[150] The rider, especially the guacamole recipe it included and White's ban of bananas backstage, received significant media coverage.[151] It was later reported that in response to the rider's publication White's booking agency, William Morris Endeavor Entertainment, had banned its acts from playing shows at the University of Oklahoma.[152] On February 15 White released an open letter addressed to "journalists and other people looking for drama or a diva" in which he referred to the guacamole recipe as his tour manager's "inside joke with local promoters" and "just something to break up the boredom" while criticizing journalists who wrote about the rider as "out of their element."[153] In the same letter he forgave OU Daily for publishing the story and reaffirmed his desire to perform in Oklahoma.[153]

In October 2016—upon learning that Donald Trump[image: External link] had used the White Stripes[image: External link]' song Seven Nation Army[image: External link] in video campaign materials—White denounced the presidential candidate,[154] and began selling shirts reading "Icky Trump[image: External link]" through the Third Man Records[image: External link] website.[155]
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 Philanthropy




White has provided financial support to institutions in his hometown of Detroit. In 2009, White donated almost $170,000 towards the renovation of the baseball diamond in southwest Detroit's Clark Park.[156] The Detroit Masonic Temple[image: External link] was nearly foreclosed on in 2013 after it was revealed that owners owed $142,000 in back taxes.[157] In June 2013, it was revealed that White had footed the entire bill. To thank him for the donation, the temple has decided to rename its second largest theater the Jack White Theater.[157][158]

The National Recording Preservation Foundation[image: External link] received an inaugural gift of $200,000 from White to use toward restoring and preserving deteriorating sound recordings on media such as reel-to-reel tape and old cylinders.[159] The foundation's director, Eric J. Schwartz said the donation demonstrated a "commitment by a really busy songwriter and performer donating both his time on the board, and money to preserve our national song recording heritage."[159] White also serves on the foundation's board[image: External link].[160]

In July 2016, White joined Nashville's 45-member Gender Equality Council.[161]
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 Awards and nominations




See: List of awards and nominations received by Jack White[image: External link]


For his various collaborations and solo work, White has won regional, national and international awards, including eleven Grammy Awards[image: External link]. He has been nominated for 29. Nashville mayor Karl Dean[image: External link] awarded White the title of "Nashville Music City Ambassador" in 2011.[162] Listed below are notable awards he's won as a solo performing artist:



	Award
	Year
	Recipient
	Nomination
	Result



	Satellite Awards
	2008
	"Another Way To Die[image: External link]" (Jack White and Alicia Keys[image: External link])
	Best Original Song
	Won



	O Music Awards
	2013
	Jack White
	Analog Genius Award
	Won



	Grammy
	2015
	"Lazaretto"
	Best Rock Performance
	Won[163]



	Grammy
	2015
	The Rise and Fall of Paramount Records 1917–1927, Volume 1[image: External link]
	Best Boxed or Special Limited Edition Package
	Won[163]
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 Band
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	Dominic Davis – bass

	
Dean Fertita[image: External link] – B3 organ, piano, keyboards

	Daru Jones – drums

	
Fats Kaplin[image: External link] – pedal steel guitar, fiddle, mandolin, theremin

	Lillie Mae Rische – fiddle, mandolin, background vocals
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 Previous members





	
Isaiah "Ikey" Owens[image: External link] – B3 organ, piano, keyboards. Died while on tour in Mexico, October 14, 2014

	
Cory Younts[image: External link] – mandolin, harmonica, piano, keyboards, percussion, background vocals



While on tour in support of Blunderbuss, White toured with two, single-gender bands that he alternated between at random:
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	Dominic Davis – bass

	Daru Jones – drums

	Fats Kaplin – pedal steel guitar, fiddle, mandolin, theremin

	Isaiah "Ikey" Owens – B3 organ, piano, keyboards

	Cory Younts – mandolin, harmonica, piano, keyboards, percussion, background vocals
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 The Peacocks





	
Ruby Amanfu – vocals

	
Carla Azar[image: External link] – drums

	Maggie Bjorklund – pedal steel guitar, acoustic guitar

	
Catherine Popper[image: External link] – bass

	
Bryn Davies[image: External link] – bass

	Lillie Mae Rische – fiddle, mandolin, background vocals

	Brooke Waggoner – piano, B3 organ, keyboards
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 Solo studio albums






	Title
	Album details
	Peak chart positions
	Certifications



	US[image: External link]

[164]
	AUS

[165]
	BEL[image: External link]

[166]
	CAN

[167]
	FRA

[168]
	NLD

[169]
	NZ[image: External link]

[170]
	SWE

[171]
	SWI

[172]
	UK

[173]



	Blunderbuss[image: External link]
	

	Released: April 23, 2012

	Label: Third Man[image: External link], XL[image: External link], Columbia

	Formats: CD, DI, LP[image: External link]





	1
	2
	1
	1
	5
	4
	2
	20
	1
	1
	

	RIAA: Gold[174]

	ARIA: Gold[175]

	BPI[image: External link]: Gold[176]

	
MC: Platinum[177]








	Lazaretto[image: External link]
	

	Released: June 10, 2014

	Label: Third Man, XL, Columbia

	Formats: CD, DI, LP




	1
	3
	2
	1
	9
	5
	2
	21
	2
	4
	

	BPI: Silver[176]

	MC: Gold[177]







	"—" denotes a release that did not chart.
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 Solo live albums






	Title
	Album details
	Peak chart positions
	Certifications



	US[image: External link]

[164]
	AUS

[165]
	BEL[image: External link]

[166]
	CAN

[167]
	FRA

[168]
	NLD

[169]
	NZ[image: External link]

[170]
	SWE

[171]
	SWI[image: External link]

[172]
	UK

[173]



	Live at Third Man Records
	

	Released: December 2012

	Label: Third Man

	Formats: LP




	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	



	Live from Bonnaroo 2014
	

	Released: December 2014

	Label: Third Man

	Formats: LP




	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	



	"—" denotes a release that did not chart.
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 Solo compilation albums






	Title
	Album details
	Peak chart positions
	Certifications



	US[image: External link]

[164]
	AUS

[165]
	BEL

[166]
	CAN

[167]
	FRA

[168]
	NLD

[169]
	NZ

[170]
	SWE

[171]
	SWI

[172]
	UK

[173]



	Acoustic Recordings 1998–2016[image: External link]
	

	Released: September 9, 2016

	Label: Third Man, XL

	Formats: CD, DI, LP




	8

[178]
	13
	7
	18
	35

[179]
	28
	18
	—
	11
	12
	



	"—" denotes a release that did not chart.
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 Solo singles






	Title
	Year
	Peak chart positions
	Album



	US[image: External link]

[164]
	US

Alt.[image: External link]

[164]
	US

Main.[image: External link]

[164]
	US

Rock[image: External link]

[164]
	AUS

[165]
	BEL[image: External link]

[166]
	CAN[image: External link]

[167]
	CAN

Alt.[image: External link]

[180]
	CAN

Rock[image: External link]

[181]
	FRA

[168]
	SWI[image: External link]

[172]
	UK

[173]



	"Another Way to Die[image: External link]"

(with Alicia Keys[image: External link])
	2008
	81
	—
	—
	—
	29
	10
	15
	—
	—
	98
	4
	9
	Quantum of Solace soundtrack[image: External link]



	"Love Interruption[image: External link]"
	2012
	106
	13
	—
	27
	—
	70
	72
	6
	11
	—
	—
	126
	Blunderbuss



	"Sixteen Saltines[image: External link]"
	—
	12
	—
	30
	—
	66
	93
	6
	16
	171
	—
	129



	"Freedom at 21"
	—
	22
	—
	35
	—
	77
	—
	16
	32
	—
	—
	—



	"I'm Shakin'"
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	33
	26
	—
	—
	—



	" Lazaretto[image: External link]"
	2014
	108
	9
	25
	16
	—
	68
	98
	10
	20
	173
	—
	116
	Lazaretto



	"Would You Fight for My Love?[image: External link]"
	—
	38
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	35
	—
	—
	—



	"That Black Bat Licorice"
	2015
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—



	"—" denotes a release that did not chart.
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 Promotional singles






	Title
	Year
	Peak chart positions
	Album



	US

Rock[image: External link]

[164]
	BEL[image: External link]

[166]
	FRA

[168]



	"High Ball Stepper[image: External link]"
	2014
	28
	107
	199
	Lazaretto
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 As producer




White has been the main or sole producer on all of his own work, as well as that of other bands, particularly those on his Third Man Records label. This is a list of his production credits of notable acts.


	
The White Stripes[image: External link] (1999) – The White Stripes[image: External link]


	
De Stijl[image: External link] (2000) – The White Stripes[image: External link]


	
Soledad Brothers (2000) – Soledad Brothers[image: External link]


	
White Blood Cells[image: External link] (2001) – The White Stripes[image: External link]


	
Lack of Communication[image: External link] (2001) – the Von Bondies[image: External link]


	
Do Rabbits Wonder?[image: External link] (2003) – Whirlwind Heat[image: External link][182]


	
Elephant[image: External link] (2003) – The White Stripes[image: External link]


	
Van Lear Rose[image: External link] (2004) – Loretta Lynn[image: External link]


	
Get Behind Me Satan[image: External link] (2005) – The White Stripes[image: External link]


	
Red and Black EP (2005) – The Muldoons[image: External link]


	
Sewed Soles[image: External link] (2005) – The Greenhornes[image: External link][182]


	
Broken Boy Soldiers[image: External link] (2006) – the Raconteurs[image: External link]


	
Icky Thump[image: External link] (2007) – The White Stripes[image: External link]


	
Consolers of the Lonely[image: External link] (2008) – The Raconteurs[image: External link]


	
Horehound[image: External link] (2009) – The Dead Weather[image: External link]


	
Bohemian Grove/Atheist Funeral (2009) – Dan Sartain[image: External link]


	
C'Mon And Ride/After Party (2009) – Transit[image: External link]


	
Fly Farm Blues (2009) – Solo

	
Gastown/River Song (2009) – Smoke Fairies[image: External link]


	
Fame #9/BP Fallon Interview/I Believe in Elvis Presley (2009) – BP Fallon[image: External link]


	
You Know I'm No Good/Shakin' All Over (2010) – Wanda Jackson[image: External link]


	
What Can I Do/Lies (2010) – The Black Belles[image: External link]


	
Sea of Cowards[image: External link] (2010) – The Dead Weather[image: External link]


	
The Ghost Who Walks[image: External link] (2010) – Karen Elson[image: External link]


	
Under Great White Northern Lights[image: External link] (2010) – The White Stripes[image: External link]


	
Third Man Live: Dex Romweber Duo (2010) – Dex Romweber Duo[image: External link]


	
Third Man Live: The Raconteurs (2010) – The Raconteurs[image: External link]


	
Third Man Live: Nobunny (2010) – Nobunny[image: External link]


	
And They Call Me Mad/Conan O'Brien Interview (2010) – Conan O'Brien[image: External link]


	"The Black Belles[image: External link]" (2011) - The Black Belles[image: External link]


	
The Party Ain't Over (2011) – Wanda Jackson[image: External link][183]


	"Charlene II (I'm Over You)" (2011) – The Black Belles and Stephen Colbert[image: External link]


	"Leck mich im Arsch[image: External link]" (2011) – Insane Clown Posse[image: External link], adaptation of Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart[image: External link], with JEFF the Brotherhood[image: External link]


	
Live at Third Man Records: Jerry Lee Lewis (2011) – Jerry Lee Lewis[image: External link]


	
Blunderbuss[image: External link] (2012) – Solo

	
Lazaretto[image: External link] (2014) – Solo

	
Dodge and Burn[image: External link] (2015) – The Dead Weather[image: External link]


	
Acoustic Recordings 1998–2016[image: External link] (2016) – Various
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 Soundtrack appearances





	
Cold Mountain[image: External link] (2003) – "Wayfaring Stranger[image: External link]", "Sittin' on Top of the World[image: External link]", "Never Far Away", "Christmas Time Will Soon Be Over", "Great High Mountain"

	
Quantum of Solace[image: External link] (2008) – "Another Way to Die[image: External link]" (with Alicia Keys[image: External link])

	
Shine a Light[image: External link] (2008) – "Loving Cup[image: External link]" (with The Rolling Stones[image: External link])

	
It Might Get Loud[image: External link] (2009) – "Fly Farm Blues[image: External link]"

	
The Great Gatsby[image: External link] (2013) – "Love Is Blindness[image: External link]"

	
The Hateful Eight[image: External link] (2015) – "Apple Blossom[image: External link]"
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 Album appearances





	
Rome[image: External link] by Danger Mouse[image: External link] and Daniele Luppi[image: External link] (2011) – "The Rose with the Broken Neck", "Two Against One" and "The World"[184]


	
The Lost Notebooks of Hank Williams[image: External link] by various artists (2011) – "You Know That I Know"

	
AHK-toong BAY-bi Covered[image: External link] by various artists (2011) – "Love Is Blindness"

	
Lemonade by Beyoncé (2016) – "Don't Hurt Yourself"

	
We Got It from Here... Thank You 4 Your Service[image: External link] by A Tribe Called Quest[image: External link] (2016) – "Solid Wall of Sound", "Ego" and "The Donald"
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 Filmography





	
The Rosary Murders[image: External link] (1987) – uncredited altar boy

	
Mutant Swinger from Mars[image: External link] (2003) – Mikey

	
Cold Mountain[image: External link] (2003) – Georgia

	
Coffee and Cigarettes[image: External link] (2003) – Himself

	
Under Blackpool Lights[image: External link] (2004) – Himself

	
The Fearless Freaks[image: External link] (2005) – Himself

	
Walk Hard: The Dewey Cox Story[image: External link] (2007) – Elvis Presley[image: External link]


	
Shine a Light[image: External link] (2008) – Himself

	
It Might Get Loud[image: External link] (2009) – Himself

	
Under Great White Northern Lights[image: External link] (2010) – Himself

	
Conan O'Brien Can't Stop[image: External link] (2011) – Himself

	
American Pickers[image: External link] (2012) – Himself

	
Portlandia, Season 3, Episode 1[image: External link] (2012) – Himself

	"The Muppets, Season 1, Episode 16[image: External link]" (2016) - Himself
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 Footnotes
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 Notes






	
^ In 2016, Third Man Records announced that two separate individuals had found two records by The Upholsterers that Brian Muldoon had hidden in furniture in 2004, in celebration of having been in business for 25 years.[27]
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Wynter Gordon





Diana Eve Paris Gordon (born August 25, 1988),[citation needed[image: External link]] better known by her former stage name Wynter Gordon, is an American singer-songwriter[image: External link]. She began as a writer for other artists, later signing with Atlantic Records[image: External link] where she began working on an album while continuing to write songs for other acts and providing vocals on songs. Her debut album With the Music I Die[image: External link] was released in 2011.
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 Early life




Gordon was born in Queens[image: External link], New York City[image: External link], New York[image: External link], and was brought up in South Jamaica[image: External link], where she was the middle child of six.

Gordon began singing at a young age. She and her siblings would perform together in church. It was during high school that Gordon decided that she was going to pursue music.[1] She was later accepted to the Fiorello H. LaGuardia High School of Music & Art and Performing Arts[image: External link][2] and interned at a record company.[1] Gordon wrote her first complete song, "Daddy's Song", at the age of 15.[1]
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 Career
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 2004–10: Career beginnings




Wynter worked at Atlantic Records closely with producer D'Mile[image: External link] since 2004; her first track to fame, "Gonna Breakthrough", written by Wynter Gordon and produced by D'Mile, was used as the title track to Mary J. Blige[image: External link]'s 2005 album The Breakthrough[image: External link]. Soon after, Wynter was given an opportunity to sign with Atlantic Records[image: External link], through Don Pooh Music Group, where she began work on her debut album in 2004.

In 2008, Wynter penned two tracks for Danity Kane[image: External link]'s second album Welcome to the Dollhouse[image: External link], "2 of You" and "Do Me Good". Wynter co-wrote the single " Sugar[image: External link]", a track that she was featured on with Flo Rida[image: External link] on his album R.O.O.T.S.[image: External link] (2009) after laying down a reference vocal.[3] The track became an international hit and peaked at number five on the US Billboard Hot 100[image: External link]. Wynter also co-wrote and sang on the dance track "Toyfriend" from French[image: External link] DJ[image: External link] David Guetta[image: External link]'s album One Love[image: External link] (2009). She worked closely with Jennifer Lopez[image: External link], writing four tracks including "What Is Love", "What Is Love Part II", "Starting Over" and "Everybody's Girl" for her seventh studio album Love?[image: External link] (2011).
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 2011–13: With the Music I Die and Human Condition EPs




Wynter released her debut album, With the Music I Die[image: External link], on June 17, 2011. The lead single from the album, "Dirty Talk[image: External link]", topped the US Hot Dance Club Songs[image: External link]. "Dirty Talk" also topped the charts in Australia, where it was certified 3x Platinum. The song was released in the UK and Ireland on February 18, 2011, where it peaked at #8 in Ireland and #25 in the UK. The song spent a total of eleven weeks inside the UK Top 40.[4] The second single, "Til Death[image: External link]", peaked at #3 on the US Hot Dance Club Songs[image: External link] chart, and #16 on the ARIA Singles Chart. The album later produced a further two singles, "Buy My Love[image: External link]" and "Still Getting Younger". In August 2011, Wynter began a two-month stint as the supporting act for Patrick Stump[image: External link]'s second US tour.[5]

On June 20, 2012, Wynter premiered a new song, "Stimela", the first promotional single from her collection of Human Condition extended plays, which she decided to self-release to avoid label control.[6] The first EP, Human Condition: Doleo, was released on July 9, 2012. The second EP, Human Condition: Sanguine, was released on January 15, 2013.
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 2011–15: The Righteous Young and Five Needle EP




In early 2014, Wynter formed a 5-piece band called The Righteous Young, of which she is the lead singer. However, Wynter clarified in a Q&A on Facebook that The Righteous young does not mean the end of Wynter Gordon as an act, but is rather an extension of her own music. "The righteous young is my band ... My music, WYNTER and THE RIGHTEOUS YOUNG".[7] She released her first single with The Righteous Young, "Everything Burns",[8] on June 3, 2014. The music video, directed by Harrison Boyce, was exclusively released on Idolator and Vevo on the same day.[9][10] Wynter embarked on a tour with the band in July 2014, and they were revealed to have been working on their first album alongside producer Mike Elizondo[image: External link],[9] however, no further music ever eventuated. On July 29, a new solo Wynter track, "The Hard Way", was released on Kitty Cash's "Love the Free Vol. II" mixtape.[11] The song was later released as a promotional single from the mixtape, with a music video being released on April 23, 2015.[12] On May 5, 2015, Wynter released "Bleeding Out",[13] the lead single from her Five Needle EP. The EP itself was later released on June 2, 2015.[14]
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 2016: Co-writing and producing with Beyoncé




On April 23, 2016, Beyoncé released her sixth album Lemonade featuring several tracks where Wynter Gordon received a writing and producing credit, including "Don't Hurt Yourself" (which also sampled elements from Led Zeppelin's "When the Levee Breaks[image: External link]"), "Sorry", and "Daddy Lessons". On July 22, 2016, Gordon announced that she was no longer using the stage name Wynter Gordon. Instead, she will be going by her birth name, Diana.[15] On July 25 Diana Gordon shared her first single under her own name, "The Legend Of".[16]
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 Discography




See: Wynter Gordon discography[image: External link]


Studio albums


	
With the Music I Die[image: External link] (2011)



Extended plays


	
The First Dance (2010)

	
Human Condition: Doleo (2012)

	
Human Condition: Sanguine (2013)

	
Five Needle (2015)
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 Awards and nominations






	Year
	Type
	Award
	Result



	2011
	International Dance Music Awards[image: External link]
	Best Break-Through Artist (Solo) (Wynter Gordon)[17]
	Nominated



	Best Pop Dance Track ("Dirty Talk")[17]
	Nominated



	NewNowNext Awards[image: External link]
	Brink of Fame: Music Artist (Wynter Gordon)[17]
	Nominated



	2016
	Grammy Awards[image: External link]
	Album of the Year (Producer: Beyonce - "Lemonade")[18]
	Nominated
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Boots (musician)





Jordan Asher,[1] better known as Boots (stylized as BOOTS), is an American record producer, singer, rapper, songwriter and musician. He first gained recognition in 2013 for his significant contributions to American singer-songwriter Beyoncé's critically acclaimed self-titled fifth studio album.[2]
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 2012–13: Early career and working with Beyoncé




Jordan Asher was a frontman of bands such as Blonds,[1] Young Circles, Blond Fuzz and Stonefox.[3] In June 2013, he was officially signed to rapper Jay-Z[image: External link]'s entertainment company and Sony Music Entertainment[image: External link] imprint, Roc Nation[image: External link], under the pseudonym Boots, for publishing.[4] In the same month, a fashion film (starring Chanel Iman[image: External link] and Viktoriya Sasonkina) featuring music by Boots was released.[5]

With his contributions to Beyoncé's self-titled fifth studio album, released in December 2013, Boots came onto the music scene largely unknown.[2] Upon the release of Beyoncé, he updated his Facebook page, saying he had been "working on [Beyoncé] for most of the past year", and that he had "produced 85% of [the album] and [had] four original songs on the album".[6] Boots contributed additional production, background vocals and instruments to the album's first R&B/hip hop single, "Drunk in Love[image: External link]", featuring Jay-Z.[7][8] Beyoncé later referenced Boots' work on the album, saying he is "a new producer that [she] completely respect[s]", that "he is an innovator", and she is "so proud to work with him".[1]

In an interview with "The New York Times", Boots would not speak of his previous projects or how Beyoncé found his demo, only confirming he signed a publishing deal with Roc Nation[image: External link] in June 2013. A last-ditch bout of songwriting yielded “I'm On To You,” a moody minor-key song with layers of eerie background voices and a particular rhythmic undertow. He saw it as a template for a solo album. “That song was my heart,” he said. At his first meeting with Beyoncé, he had already written songs he believed would resonate with her, but she was more enthused by his experimental material. Beyoncé refused to leave the song alone, saying to Boots, "This shit has to knock harder than any rap album out there." The song became " Haunted[image: External link]", and the previous title "I'm On To You" was instead recorded as a phrase in the song's refrain.[9][10]

Following an infuriating meeting with a record label, Boots wrote the stream of consciousness rap from "Ghost" and played it for Beyoncé in the early stages of recording. She identified with its content as she had similar experiences from signing a recording contract at a young age. Boots made the song in a hypnotic state, saying, "I started with guitars, just building the layers until they resembled Aphex Twin[image: External link] soundscapes. And then I completely contained them within the beat".[9]
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 2014: Solo releases




On February 13, 2014 Beyoncé's official Facebook page shared a link to Boots' personal website which contained an original composition titled "Dust" with an accompanying music video.[11] The song was of the first to be released which featured Boots singing lead vocals.[12]

On March 11, 2014 Boots released two more songs. One titled "Howl"[13] as well as another titled "Autumn (Lude I)" which featured R&B artist Kelela[image: External link]. The release of "Autumn (Lude I)" included another music video, directed by Boots.[14] "Autumn (Lude I)" featured Boots rapping instead of singing.[15] On March 25, 2014 Boots yet again released two songs. The first was a song titled "Ride Ride Ride" which reportedly featured background vocals from Sia Furler[image: External link].[16][17] The second song titled "Alright", featured Boots prominently rapping. In the song, Boots mentions selling "1 million in one week", alluding to Beyoncé's album surpassing one-million digital sales in its first week.[18][19] On April 8, 2014 Boots released two more songs on his Facebook page. The first titled "Sheep/Lookin' Muthafucka (Lude II)" is a two part song. The first half hears Boots singing quietly over an electronic and orchestral arrangement. The second half features Boots rapping with a motif that plays heavily off of Nicki Minaj[image: External link]'s "Lookin Ass[image: External link]". The second was a song titled "My Heart Is a Stone Today (Unharmed)"[20][21]

On April 11, 2014 Boots uploaded a photo to his Twitter reportedly of a track list. The track list contained all of the songs he had previously released. Prominent features listed were Shlohmo[image: External link] & Jeremih[image: External link], Kelela as previously mentioned, Son Lux[image: External link], Margot and a final feature that is unconfirmed.[22] He later went on to announce that the track list was a mixtape titled "WinterSpringSummerFall" but did not confirm a release date.[23] In July 2014, Boots scored the trailer of 2015 film Fifty Shades of Grey[image: External link] using a slowed-down version of "Crazy in Love[image: External link]" by Beyoncé who re-recorded the song and string arrangements by Margot.[24][25] On September 8, 2014, he released his first single, "Mercy", on his SoundCloud account and on iTunes.[26][27] On September 11, 2014, he released a video for "Mercy", directed by himself[28][29] On October 31, 2014, Boots performed "Early" with Run The Jewels[image: External link] on the Late Show with David Letterman[image: External link].[30][31] On November 6, Boots released the new song "I Run Roulette."[32]
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 2015–present: Motorcycle Jesus and AQUΛRIA




On February 19, 2015 Nowness[image: External link] premiered a trailer for a post-apocalyptic film titled Motorcycle Jesus[image: External link], which was written and directed by Boots, which featured five original songs.[33] In an exclusive feature story with Jon Pareles for The New York Times it was revealed that Boots would be releasing a solo album "later this year". The interview also revealed that Boots had produced unreleased albums for British singer FKA Twigs[image: External link] and Autolux[image: External link].[10] On March 18, 2015, Boots performed "I Run Roulette" on The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy Fallon[image: External link]. The performance—which featured Boots, two drummers, and a light show—garnered rave reviews from critics.[34][35][36][37][38]
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 Studio albums






	Title
	Album details
	Peak chart positions



	
US

Heat.[image: External link]

[39]




	Aquaria[image: External link]
	

	Released: November 13, 2015

	Label: Columbia





	14
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 Extended plays






	Title
	Album details



	Motorcycle Jesus[image: External link]
	

	Released: March 3, 2015

	Label: Canvasback/ATL
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 Guest Appearances





	2014: "Early" (with Run the Jewels[image: External link]) on Run the Jewels 2[image: External link]


	2016: "2100" (with Run the Jewels) on Run the Jewels 3[image: External link]
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 Mixtapes






	Title
	Album details



	
Winter Spring Summer Fall[image: External link][23]

	

	Released: May 6, 2014

	Label: Self-released
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 Albums produced by Boots





	
Beyoncé (2013)

	
Run the Jewels 2[image: External link] (2014)

	
Meow the Jewels[40] (2015)

	
M3LL155X[image: External link] (2015)

	
Pussy's Dead[image: External link] (2016)

	
Lemonade (2016)

	
Run the Jewels 3[image: External link] (2017)
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Mike Dean (record producer)





Michael "Mike" George Dean (born March 1, 1965), is an American hip hop record producer[image: External link], audio engineer[image: External link] and multi-instrumentalist[image: External link] from Houston, Texas[image: External link]. Dean is best known for recording and mixing songs for major artists across the American hip hop industry such as Kanye West, Travis Scott[image: External link], Jay Z and Desiigner[image: External link].
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Mike Dean started doing collaborations with numerous Texan artists, including Selena[image: External link], for whom Dean served as musical director and producer. Dean first became widely known for pioneering the Dirty South[image: External link] sound in the 1990s, particularly in work for artists from Rap-A-Lot Records[image: External link].[1][2] Dean has most notably worked alongside Scarface[image: External link] of the Geto Boys[image: External link], Do or Die[image: External link], Tha Dogg Pound[image: External link], Yukmouth[image: External link] of the Luniz[image: External link], C-Bo[image: External link], Nate Dogg[image: External link], Tech N9ne[image: External link], UGK[image: External link], Z-Ro[image: External link], Devin the Dude[image: External link], Outlawz[image: External link] and 2Pac[image: External link].[3]

Dean went on to mix, produce and master widely throughout American hip hop[image: External link]. He has become known for his work with Kanye West. After initially contributing to the mixing of West's albums The College Dropout[image: External link] and Late Registration[image: External link], Dean contributed as producer on West's Graduation[image: External link], My Beautiful Dark Twisted Fantasy[image: External link], Yeezus, and The Life of Pablo[image: External link] albums.[4] He also co-produced with West on his collaboration album with Jay-Z[image: External link], Watch the Throne[image: External link]. Dean was an additional producer on " Mercy[image: External link]" and "Higher" on GOOD Music[image: External link]'s 2012 compilation album Cruel Summer[image: External link]. Dean has made particularly heavy contributions on West's last albums, and is credited on most tracks.

In recent years, Mike Dean has served as a regular guitarist and keyboardist for Kanye West at his live performances, headlining numerous music festivals, the Watch the Throne Tour[image: External link], and the Yeezus Tour[image: External link]. Dean has also been a frequent collaborator with Travis Scott[image: External link]. Dean's production has appeared on every one of Scott's musical bodies of work from 2013 to the present. In 2016, Dean mastered Frank Ocean's visual album Endless[image: External link], and wrote and produced tracks on Desiigner[image: External link]'s mixtape New English[image: External link][5] and produced Desiigner's single "Tiimmy Turner[image: External link]".[6]
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 1990s




1992


	
Bushwick Bill[image: External link] - Little Big Man[image: External link]


	
UGK[image: External link] - Too Hard to Swallow[image: External link]


	
Willie D[image: External link] - I'm Goin' Out Lika Soldier[image: External link]




1993


	
5th Ward Boyz[image: External link] - Ghetto Dope[image: External link]


	
Ganksta N-I-P[image: External link] - Psychic Thoughts[image: External link]


	
DMG[image: External link] - Rigormortiz[image: External link]




1994


	5th Ward Boyz - Gangsta Funk[image: External link]


	
Big Mello[image: External link] - Wegonefunkwichamind[image: External link]


	
Big Mike[image: External link] - Somethin' Serious[image: External link]


	
Blac Monks[image: External link] - Secrets of the Hidden Temple[image: External link]


	
Odd Squad[image: External link] - Fadanuf Fa Erybody!![image: External link]


	Scarface - The Diary[image: External link]




1995


	5th Ward Boyz - Rated G[image: External link]


	
Jamal[image: External link] - Last Chance, No Breaks[image: External link]


	
Menace Clan[image: External link] - Da Hood[image: External link]




1996


	
3-2[image: External link] - Wicked Buddah Baby[image: External link]


	
Do or Die[image: External link] - Picture This[image: External link]


	
Facemob[image: External link] - The Other Side of the Law[image: External link]


	Ganksta N-I-P - Psychotic Genius[image: External link]


	
Geto Boys[image: External link] - The Resurrection[image: External link]




1997


	
3X Krazy[image: External link] - Stackin' Chips[image: External link]


	Big Mike - Still Serious[image: External link]


	Scarface -The Untouchable[image: External link]


	
Seagram[image: External link] - Souls on Ice[image: External link]




1998


	A-G-2-A-Ke - Mil-Ticket[image: External link]


	
Devin the Dude[image: External link] - The Dude[image: External link]


	Do or Die - Headz Or Tailz[image: External link]


	Ganksta N-I-P - Interview with a Killa[image: External link]


	
Yukmouth[image: External link] - Thugged Out: The Albulation[image: External link]
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 2000s




2000


	
C-Bo[image: External link] - Enemy of the State[image: External link]


	
Outlawz[image: External link] - Ride Wit Us Or Collide Wit Us[image: External link]


	
Scarface[image: External link] - Last of a Dying Breed[image: External link]




2001


	Oz (soundtrack)[image: External link]

	
Tha Dogg Pound[image: External link] - Dillinger & Young Gotti[image: External link]


	Yukmouth - Thug Lord: The New Testament[image: External link]


	Sherm - Sherm Smoke [7]




2002


	
Big Syke[image: External link] - Big Syke[image: External link]


	
Daz Dillinger[image: External link] - This Is The Life I Lead[image: External link]


	Devin the Dude - Just Tryin' ta Live[image: External link]


	
E-40[image: External link] - Grit & Grind[image: External link]


	
Hussein Fatal[image: External link] - Fatal[image: External link]


	
Kastro[image: External link] & E.D.I.[image: External link] - Blood Brothers[image: External link]


	
King Tee[image: External link] - Thy Kingdom Come[image: External link]


	Scarface - The Fix[image: External link]


	
Young Noble[image: External link] - Noble Justice[image: External link]




2003


	Yukmouth - Godzilla[image: External link]




2004


	
Z-Ro[image: External link] - The Life of Joseph W. McVey[image: External link]


	
Shyne[image: External link] - Godfather Buried Alive[image: External link]




2005


	Geto Boys - The Foundation[image: External link]


	
Pimp C[image: External link] - Sweet James Jones Stories[image: External link]


	Z-Ro - Let the Truth Be Told[image: External link]




2006


	
Juvenile[image: External link] - Reality Check[image: External link]


	Pimp C - Pimpalation[image: External link]


	Z-Ro - I'm Still Livin'[image: External link]




2007


	
Kanye West - Graduation[image: External link]


	Scarface - Made[image: External link]




2008


	Kanye West - 808's and Heartbreak[image: External link]




2009


	
Mike Jones[image: External link] - The Voice[image: External link]


	UGK - UGK 4 Life[image: External link]
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 2010s




2010


	Kanye West - My Beautiful Dark Twisted Fantasy[image: External link]


	
Kid Cudi[image: External link] - Man On The Moon II: The Legend Of Mr. Rager[image: External link]


	Z-Ro - Heroin[image: External link]




2011


	Kanye West & Jay-Z - Watch the Throne[image: External link]




2012


	
GOOD Music[image: External link] - Cruel Summer[image: External link]




2013


	
Beyoncé - BEYONCÉ


	
Jay Z - Magna Carta... Holy Grail[image: External link]


	Kanye West - Yeezus


	
Angel Haze[image: External link] - Dirty Gold[image: External link]




2015


	
Madonna[image: External link] - Rebel Heart[image: External link]


	
Travis Scott[image: External link] - Rodeo[image: External link]


	
The Weeknd - Where You Belong[image: External link]


	
Freddie Gibbs[image: External link] - Shadow of a Doubt[image: External link]




2016


	
Beyoncé - Lemonade


	
Kanye West - The Life of Pablo[image: External link]


	
Desiigner[image: External link] - New English[image: External link]


	
Frank Ocean - Endless[image: External link] and Blonde[image: External link]


	
Travis Scott[image: External link] - Birds in the Trap Sing McKnight[image: External link]


	
Ty Dolla Sign[image: External link] - Campaign[image: External link]


	
Yung Lean[image: External link] - Warlord[image: External link]


	
2 Chainz[image: External link] - Hibachi for Lunch[image: External link]


	
Kid Cudi[image: External link] - Passion, Pain & Demon Slayin'[image: External link][8]


	Z-Ro - Legendary[image: External link]
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 Upcoming





	GOOD Music - Cruel Winter[image: External link]


	
Sky Ferreira[image: External link] - Masochism
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 Awards and nominations
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 Grammy Awards






	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result
	Ref.



	2006[image: External link]
	"Gold Digger[image: External link]" (as engineer/mixer)
	Record of the Year
	Nominated



	Late Registration[image: External link] (as engineer/mixer)
	Best Rap Album[image: External link]
	Won



	Album of the Year
	Nominated



	2008[image: External link]
	Graduation[image: External link] (as engineer)
	Nominated



	Best Rap Album[image: External link]
	Won



	"Good Life[image: External link]" (as songwriter)
	Best Rap Song[image: External link]
	Won



	2012[image: External link]
	My Beautiful Dark Twisted Fantasy[image: External link] (as engineer/mixer)
	Best Rap Album
	Won



	2013[image: External link]
	"Ni**as In Paris[image: External link]" (as songwriter)
	Best Rap Song
	Won



	2014[image: External link]
	"New Slaves[image: External link]" (as songwriter)
	Nominated



	2015[image: External link]
	"Bound 2[image: External link]" (as songwriter)
	Nominated



	2016[image: External link]
	"All Day[image: External link]" (as songwriter)
	Nominated



	Beauty Behind the Madness[image: External link] (as producer)
	Album of the Year
	Nominated



	2017
	Lemonade (as producer)
	Nominated
	[9]

[10]

[11]



	Purpose[image: External link] (as producer)
	Nominated



	" Famous[image: External link]" (as songwriter)
	Best Rap Song
	Nominated



	"Ultralight Beam" (as songwriter)
	Nominated
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James Blake (musician)





James Blake Litherland (born 26 September 1988),[1] known as James Blake, is an English singer, songwriter, musician and record producer from London[image: External link]. He first received recognition in 2010 for a trio of dubstep[image: External link]-influenced EPs[image: External link], and the following year his self-titled debut album[image: External link] was released in the United Kingdom[2] to critical praise. His second studio album Overgrown[image: External link] was released in 2013 and was awarded the Mercury Prize[image: External link].[3] His third studio album The Colour in Anything[image: External link] was released in 2016.[4] Blake has also released remix work under the moniker Harmonimix.

Blake received his second Grammy Award[image: External link] nomination at the 56th Annual Grammy Awards[image: External link] for Best New Artist[image: External link].[5] At the 2014 Brit Awards[image: External link], Blake was nominated for the Brit Award[image: External link] for British Male Solo Artist.[6]
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 Early life




James Blake is the son of musician James Litherland[image: External link], and showed a strong interest and aptitude in music from a young age.[7] He received classical training in piano as a child,[8] and completed primary education at Grange Park Primary School, Winchmore Hill and secondary education at The Latymer School, Edmonton[image: External link]. Later on, he attended Goldsmiths, University of London[image: External link], where he received a degree in Popular Music.[9] While at school, Blake and friends hosted a series of "Bass Society" music nights that featured UK artists such as Distance[image: External link], Skream[image: External link] and Benga[image: External link].
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 Career
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 2009–10: Early releases




Blake began his music career by releasing his debut 12" record[image: External link], entitled "Air & Lack Thereof" in the United Kingdom during July 2009, while being persistent in recording songs in his bedroom. Having been released on the imprint record label, Hemlock, the extended-play became a favourite of BBC Radio 1[image: External link] DJ Gilles Peterson[image: External link].[10] Soon after the release of the record Blake was invited by Peterson to do a special mix on his international show, including an exclusive Mount Kimbie[image: External link] track.[10] As a second-year composition assignment for his studies at Goldsmiths, he submitted the soon-to-be-released Klavierwerke[image: External link] EP, which was awarded high marks.[11]

A third EP, entitled CMYK[image: External link], was released through R&S Records[image: External link] during 2010.[12] The title track, "CMYK" was selected by BBC Radio 1 DJ Nick Grimshaw[image: External link] as his Record of the Week[13] and also received airplay from other DJs. On 29 September 2010, Zane Lowe[image: External link] selected Blake's cover version[image: External link] of "Limit to Your Love[image: External link]" as his "Hottest Record in the World". The song was written and originally recorded by Feist[image: External link] and appeared on her studio album, The Reminder[image: External link]. The single was released in the United Kingdom on 28 November 2010,[14] where it debuted on the UK Singles Chart at number 47.[15]
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 2011: Self-titled album




See: James Blake (album)[image: External link]


Blake was nominated for the BBC's Sound of 2011[image: External link], an annual poll that highlights the forthcoming year's likely successful musicians;[16] he was eventually placed second, ahead of fellow shortlisted acts; The Vaccines[image: External link], Jamie Woon[image: External link] and Clare Maguire[image: External link]. It was also revealed on 15 December 2010 that Blake had been made the runner-up behind singer-songwriter Jessie J[image: External link] at the BRIT Awards[image: External link]' "Critic's Choice".[17] In January 2011, Blake was awarded Single of the Year (2010) for "CMYK" at Gilles Peterson's Worldwide Awards. Blake's work found itself on numerous 2010 year-end best-of lists, with "CMYK" ranking 24th on Frontier Psychiatrist's top 40 songs of the year,[18] the Bells Sketch/CMYK/Klavierwerke EPs ranking 8th on Pitchfork Media[image: External link]'s top 50 albums of 2010, and "I Only Know (What I Know Now)" ranking 8th on Pitchfork's top 100 tracks of 2010.[19]

Blake revealed in late December 2010 that his album would be self-titled, and the 11-track James Blake[image: External link] was released on 7 February 2011.[2] Only days after the original announcement was made, the album was leaked onto the internet.[20] On 9 January 2011, "The Wilhelm Scream[image: External link]" was trailed as the album's second single ("Limit To Your Love" was also included on the album).[21] In February 2011, James Blake first appeared on the cover of the publication The Fader, in its 72nd issue.[22] Blake debuted a collaboration with Bon Iver[image: External link] called "Fall Creek Boys Choir[image: External link]" in August 2011 and during the next month, the BBC released an exclusive mix by Blake, which included 10 of his unreleased songs. These included "Deeds", "Olivia Kept", and "Evening Fell Hard for Us". During the final weeks of 2012, James Blake performed three "intimate" shows where he debuted new songs.[23]

Later that year, Blake released both the Enough Thunder[image: External link] and Love What Happened Here EPs in 2011. These EPs, noticeably more structured than his previous releases, featured R&B-tinged work as opposed to the experimental electronic style found on CMYK[image: External link]. Some reviewers expressed doubt about Blake's stylistic movement, with Pitchfork's Larry Fitzmaurice saying that "[his] reliance on piano-based singer/songwriter electro-soul perhaps played it a bit too safe, prompting comparisons to the once-outré, now-gear spinning career of fellow avant-crooner Jamie Lidell[image: External link]".[24]
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 2012–13: Overgrown




See: Overgrown[image: External link]


Early in 2012, Blake spent time with American rapper Kanye West (who named Blake as his favorite artist)[25] and singer Justin Vernon[image: External link]. Later that year, Blake announced a new collaborative non-single release under the moniker Harmonimix with British rapper Trim[image: External link]; the single "Confidence Boost/Saying" was released on 24 September 2012. Also in 2012, Blake and friends (including Foat, Nick Sigsworth, and touring musicians Rob McAndrews and Ben Assiter) secured a residency at the club Plastic People as the collective 1-800 Dinosaur, hosting a series of impromptu dance nights.[26] In the summer of 2013, the collective launched a label of the same name, on which Blake and other artists released material.[26]

Blake announced via Facebook on 7 February 2013 that his second album, Overgrown[image: External link], would be released on 8 April.[27] The first single from the album, " Retrograde[image: External link]", was debuted the same day on BBC Radio 1, and was released on 11 February. On 25 February, the track listing and album art were revealed.[28] It was selected as Variance Magazine's Album of the Year as of December 2013.[29] The album features guest appearances from noted electronic music producer Brian Eno[image: External link] and Wu-Tang Clan[image: External link] producer and rapper RZA[image: External link], and Chance The Rapper[image: External link] and further developed the song-based R&B work of his previous releases.[30] The release received critical acclaim and was awarded the 2013 Mercury Prize[image: External link]. Blake noted to Hot Press[image: External link] that his relationship had been an influence on the album.[31]
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 2014–present: The Colour in Anything




See: The Colour in Anything[image: External link]


In December 2014, during his BBC Radio 1 Residency, Blake announced that his third studio album would be titled Radio Silence and would be released in the first half of 2015.[32][33] He later confirmed that the album would feature Bon Iver[image: External link] and Kanye West, as well as feature guitar work from Connan Mockasin[image: External link].[34]

On February 11, 2016, Blake premiered a new song entitled "Modern Soul[image: External link]" during his BBC Radio 1 residency.[35] On April 14, 2016, Blake revealed during a surprise hosting spot on BBC Radio 1 that he'd finished the album, and that it was 18 tracks in length. He stated that it includes one track that stretches to 20 minutes in length. Later in the broadcast he premiered a new song titled ‘Timeless’, though did not say whether it would be included on the album.[36] In a May 2016 interview with BBC Radio 1[image: External link], Blake stated that he began work on the album in England, and after "running out of steam" went to the United States to complete the recording at Shangri La Studios[image: External link] with producer Rick Rubin[image: External link].[37]

Blake produced and was featured on the song "Forward" from Beyoncé's 2016 album Lemonade. He also co-wrote the album's opening track, "Pray You Catch Me". On April 28, social media posts by Blake and his label, 1-800 Dinosaur, reposted photos of a mural by children's novel illustrator Sir Quentin Blake[image: External link] (best known for his work with writer Roald Dahl[image: External link]) that hinted at the new album title The Colour in Anything[image: External link];[38] this was confirmed as the title of his new album several days later.[39] The album was released on May 6, 2016.[40]

On September 1, 2016, James Blake released a remix of Timeless featuring Vince Staples[image: External link].[41]
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 Musical style




Blake's early releases are fragmented electronic works[42] influenced by UK dance[image: External link] and bass[image: External link] styles, (such as 2-step[image: External link] and the stark dubstep[image: External link] of artists like Burial[image: External link] and Digital Mystikz[image: External link]) as well as '90s trip hop[image: External link] and R&B.[43][44] On his acclaimed trio of 2010 EPs (The Bells Sketch[image: External link], CMYK[image: External link], and Klavierwerke[image: External link]), Blake's own voice is obscured or processed[image: External link] in favor of vocal samples[image: External link] from '90s R&B, prominent sub-bass[image: External link] frequencies, and minimal, jittery rhythms.[43][45][46] During this period, Blake's work was tagged by journalists as " post-dubstep[image: External link]", alluding to his movement beyond the style's characteristics.[47][48] By the time of his 2011 debut album[image: External link], Blake's vocals and piano had become more foregrounded while traditional song structures became increasingly apparent, reflecting the influence of gospel[image: External link], soul[image: External link], and ambient[image: External link] music.[45][49] His second album Overgrown[image: External link] (2013) continued this trend, integrating an electronic approach with balladry and Blake's soul-inflected vocals, and featuring contributions from hip hop[image: External link] artist RZA[image: External link] and electronic musician Brian Eno[image: External link].[42][43] Discussing his stylistic development, critic Mark Fisher[image: External link] wrote that "listening back to Blake’s records in chronological sequence is like hearing a ghost gradually assume material form [...] out of digital ether."[43] Author Madison Moore noted the prominent use of minimalism[image: External link], sparseness, and silence in Blake's work, a quality also noted by Eno in 2013: "he takes a lot of stuff out and ends up with very skeletal pieces."[50]
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 Discography
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 Studio albums






	Title
	Details
	Peak chart positions
	Certifications



	UK

[51]
	AUS

[52]
	BEL

(Fl)

[53]
	BEL

(Wa)

[54]
	DEN[image: External link]

[55]
	IRE[image: External link]

[56]
	NL

[57]
	NZ[image: External link]

[58]
	SWI[image: External link]

[59]
	US[image: External link]

[60]

[61]
	US Dance[image: External link]

[62]



	James Blake[image: External link]
	

	Released: 4 February 2011[63]

	Label: ATLAS, A&M[image: External link], Polydor[image: External link]

	Formats: Vinyl[image: External link], CD[image: External link], digital download





	9
	32
	1
	24
	2
	11
	6
	38
	9
	123
	4
	

	BPI[image: External link]: Silver[64]

	
IFPI DEN: Gold[65]








	Overgrown[image: External link]
	

	Released: 8 April 2013[66]

	Label: Polydor, Republic Records[image: External link]

	Formats: Vinyl, CD, digital download




	8
	5
	12
	57
	2
	24
	32
	27
	16
	32
	1
	

	BPI: Silver[64]







	The Colour in Anything[image: External link]
	

	Released: 6 May 2016

	Label: Polydor, Republic Records

	Formats: Vinyl, CD, digital download




	13
	16
	23
	88
	21
	16
	20
	26
	19
	36
	1
	



	"—" denotes album that did not chart or was not released.
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 EPs






	Title
	Details



	The Bells Sketch[image: External link]
	

	Released: 8 March 2010[67]


	Label: Hessle Audio

	Formats: Vinyl, digital download







	CMYK[image: External link]
	

	Released: 31 May 2010

	Label: R&S Records[image: External link]


	Formats: Vinyl, digital download







	Klavierwerke[image: External link]
	

	Released: 27 September 2010

	Label: R&S Records

	Formats: Vinyl, digital download







	
Enough Thunder[image: External link][68]

	

	Released: 7 October 2011

	Label: ATLAS, Polydor

	Formats: Vinyl, CD, digital download







	Love What Happened Here[image: External link]
	

	Released: 6 December 2011

	Label: R&S Records

	Formats: Vinyl, digital download







	200 Press[image: External link]
	

	Released: 8 December 2014

	Label: 1-800 Dinosaur

	Formats: Vinyl, digital download
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 Singles






	Year
	Single
	Peak chart positions
	Certifications
	Album



	UK

[51]
	AUT[image: External link]

[52]
	BEL

(Fl)

[53]
	BEL

(Wa)

[54]
	DEN[image: External link]

[55]
	JPN[image: External link]

[69]
	MEX

Air.[image: External link]

[70]
	NL

[57]
	SCO[image: External link]

[71]
	US

Dance[image: External link]

[72]



	2009
	"Air & Lack Thereof"
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	
	non-album single



	2010
	"Limit to Your Love[image: External link]"
	39
	63
	5
	42
	3
	—
	—
	7
	62
	—
	

	IFPI DEN: Gold[65]




	James Blake[image: External link]



	2011
	"The Wilhelm Scream[image: External link]"
	136
	—
	64
	82
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—[A]
	



	"Lindisfarne / Unluck[image: External link]"
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	



	"Order / Pan"
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	
	non-album single



	"Fall Creek Boys Choir[image: External link]"

(with Bon Iver[image: External link])
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	
	Enough Thunder[image: External link]



	"A Case of You[image: External link]"
	—
	—
	78
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	



	2013
	" Retrograde[image: External link]"
	87
	—
	88
	—
	10
	99
	45
	—
	—
	—[B]
	

	IFPI DEN: Gold[65]




	Overgrown[image: External link]



	"Overgrown"
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	



	"Life Round Here"
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	49
	—
	—
	—
	



	2016
	"Modern Soul"
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	
	The Colour in Anything[image: External link]



	"Timeless"
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	



	"Radio Silence"
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	



	"My Willing Heart"
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	



	"I Need a Forest Fire"

(featuring Bon Iver)
	195
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—[C]
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 Notes






	
^ "The Wilhelm Scream" did not enter the Dance/Electronic Songs chart, but peaked at number 36 on the Dance/Electronic Digital Song Sales[image: External link] chart.[73]


	
^ "Retrograde" did not enter the Dance/Electronic Songs chart, but peaked at number 20 on the Dance/Electronic Digital Song Sales chart.[73]


	
^ "I Need a Forest Fire" did not enter the Dance/Electronic Songs chart, but peaked at number 18 on the Dance/Electronic Digital Song Sales chart.[73]
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 As featured artist






	Year
	Song
	Album



	2014
	"0 to 100 / The Catch Up"

( Drake[image: External link] featuring James Blake)

	N/A



	2016
	" Forward[image: External link]"

(Beyoncé featuring James Blake)

	Lemonade



	"At Your Best (You are Luhh)[image: External link]"

(Frank Ocean featuring The London Contemporary Orchestra[image: External link], Johnny Greenwood[image: External link] & James Blake)

	Endless[image: External link]



	"Florida"

(Frank Ocean featuring James Blake)




	"Deathwish (ASR)"

(Frank Ocean featuring James Blake)




	"the ends"

(Travi$ Scott[image: External link] featuring André 3000 & James Blake)

	Birds in the Trap Sing McKnight[image: External link]





	as Harmonimix




	2012: "Confidence Boost"—Harmonimix & Trimbal[image: External link]
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 Remixes






	Year
	Artist
	Song
	Title



	2009
	Untold[image: External link]
	"Stop What You're Doing"
	James Blake Remix



	2010
	Mount Kimbie[image: External link]
	"Maybes"
	James Blake Remix



	2010
	Destiny's Child
	"Bills, Bills, Bills"
	James Blake Remix



	2013
	Mala[image: External link]
	"Changes"
	Harmonimix Remix



	2013
	Drake[image: External link]
	"Come Thru"
	James Blake Remix



	2014
	Beyoncé
	"Drunk in Love[image: External link]"
	Harmonimix Remix
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 Music videos






	Year
	Title
	Director



	2010
	"Limit to Your Love"
	
Martin de Thurah[image: External link][74]




	2011
	"The Wilhelm Scream"
	
Alexander Brown[image: External link][75]




	"Lindisfarne"
	
Martin de Thurah[image: External link][76]




	"A Case of You"
	Seb Edwards[77]




	2013
	"Retrograde"
	
Martin de Thurah[image: External link][78]




	"Overgrown"
	
Nabil[image: External link][79]




	"Voyeur"
	Tobias Revell and Ferry Gouw[80]




	"Life Round Here" (featuring Chance the Rapper[image: External link])

	
Nabil[image: External link][81]




	2016
	"I Need a Forest Fire"
	Matt Clark



	2017
	"My Willing Heart"
	Anna Rose Holmer[image: External link]





	as Harmonimix





	Year
	Title
	Director



	2012
	"Confidence Boost (Harmonimix & Trim)"
	Rollo Jackson[82]
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 Awards and nominations




On 19 July 2011, Blake was nominated for the Mercury Music Prize[image: External link] 2011 for his self-titled debut album;[3] the award was won by PJ Harvey[image: External link]. However, in 2013, he was nominated again for Overgrown[image: External link], and subsequently won the award, the result being announced on 30 October. The judges at the event described his album as "...late night music for the digital age. An inventive, poignant and poetic record of great beauty."[83][84] He was also nominated for Best New Artist[image: External link] at the 2014 Grammy Awards[image: External link].



	Year
	Organisation
	Nominated work
	Award
	Result



	2010
	Worldwide Winners Awards
	"CMYK"
	Single of the Year
	Won



	2011
	BBC Sound of 2011[image: External link]
	James Blake
	Sound of 2011
	Second place



	2011 BRIT Awards[image: External link]
	James Blake
	Critic's Choice
	Nominated



	2011 Mercury Prize[image: External link]
	James Blake[image: External link]
	Mercury Prize
	Nominated



	Q Awards[image: External link]
	James Blake
	Breakthrough Artist
	Nominated



	2012
	Ivor Novello Awards[image: External link]
	"The Wilhelm Scream"
	Best Contemporary Song
	Nominated



	2012 BRIT Awards[image: External link]
	James Blake
	British Male Solo Artist
	Nominated



	2012 MTV Video Music Awards Japan[image: External link]
	"Limit to Your Love[image: External link]"
	Best New Artist
	Nominated



	Best Dance Video
	Nominated



	2013
	2013 Mercury Prize[image: External link]
	Overgrown[image: External link]
	Mercury Prize
	Won



	2013 UK Music Video Awards[image: External link]
	"Overgrown"
	Best Alternative Video
	Nominated



	"Retrograde"
	Best Colour Grade In a Video
	Nominated



	2014
	56th Grammy Awards[image: External link]
	James Blake
	Best New Artist[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2014 BRIT Awards[image: External link]
	James Blake
	British Male Solo Artist
	Nominated



	mtvU Woodie Awards[image: External link]
	"Life Round Here"
	Best Collaboration Woodie (shared with Chance the Rapper)
	Nominated



	Music Producers Guild Awards[image: External link]
	Overgrown[image: External link]
	UK Album of the Year (sponsored by Universal Audio)
	Nominated



	2014 World Music Awards[image: External link]
	James Blake
	World's Best Male Artist
	Nominated



	World's Best Live Act
	Nominated



	World's Best Entertainer
	Nominated



	Ivor Novello Awards[image: External link]
	"Retrograde"
	Best Contemporary Song
	Won



	2017
	59th Grammy Awards[image: External link]
	Lemonade[image: External link] (as featured artist and producer)
	Album of the Year
	Nominated
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Mike Will Made It





Michael Len Williams II (born March 23, 1989), known professionally as Mike Will Made It (often stylized as Mike WiLL Made-It)[1] or simply Mike Will, is an American record producer, rapper, and songwriter.[2] He is best known for producing[image: External link] trap beats for several Southern hip hop[image: External link] artists as well as for producing several singles, such as "Black Beatles[image: External link]" by Rae Sremmurd, " Mercy[image: External link]" by GOOD Music[image: External link], "No Lie[image: External link]" by 2 Chainz[image: External link], "Bandz a Make Her Dance[image: External link]" by Juicy J[image: External link], "Pour It Up[image: External link]" by Rihanna[image: External link], "Love Me[image: External link]" by Lil Wayne[image: External link], "Body Party[image: External link]" by Ciara[image: External link], "We Can't Stop[image: External link]" by Miley Cyrus[image: External link], "First Day Out the Feds" by Gucci Mane[image: External link], and " Formation[image: External link]" by Beyoncé. He has released five mixtapes[image: External link].
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 Early life




Williams was born in Marietta, Georgia[image: External link], the youngest of three children; he has two older sisters.[3] His father, Michael Williams Sr., is a former IBM executive who worked as a club DJ in the 1970s. His mother, Shirley Williams, a former bank loan officer, was once in a gospel group, singing for Dottie Peoples[image: External link]. He grew up in a musical family as his uncle was an accomplished guitar player and one of his older sisters was a drum major in the Olympics.[3] While growing up, Mike Will was athletic, participating in a number of sports, including basketball, baseball, and football, with dreams of becoming a professional athlete.[2]

His life also centered around a love of hip hop music. Mike Will first developed his talent for music by re-playing popular instrumentals that he heard on the radio while he and his friends would freestyle[image: External link] to them.[3] In a number of interviews, Will has mentioned, in particular, re-playing the instrumental for "Still Fly[image: External link]", a popular song by the southern rap group Big Tymers[image: External link], on a Casio[image: External link] brand keyboard, and has also mentioned re-playing "Young'n (Holla Back)[image: External link]" by New York rapper Fabolous[image: External link] on production equipment at a local music store.[4]

At age 14, Mike Will began to develop his own beats on a Korg[image: External link] ES1 beat machine, which his father bought for $500 for him as a Christmas present from the local music store Mars Music[image: External link]. As Mike Will became more accomplished, he also began to use production equipment, including the Korg Triton, the Akai MPC1000, the Yamaha Motif[image: External link], and the Roland Fantom.[3] By the time Mike Will was 16, he was spending time at local recording studios in Atlanta, trying to shop his beats to established artists.[5] He was initially ignored, but eventually one of his beat tapes made its way into the hands of Gucci Mane[image: External link], who then summoned Mike Will to Patchwerk studios, an Atlanta recording studio.[5]

Upon graduating high school, Mike Will enrolled at Georgia State University[image: External link] to pursue undergraduate studies mainly due to pressure by his father, but chose to take a hiatus and eventually dropped out after several semesters, with a 3.1 GPA,[citation needed[image: External link]] to focus on his music career. During this hiatus, he produced his first hit. Upon hearing one of his produced singles "Tupac Back[image: External link]" began to enjoy success on the Billboard rap and Hot 100 charts, Mike Will decided to quit school and focus on his music career full-time.[6] He has since advised aspiring music producers not to drop out of college if they are not sure on their own future career outcome or lacking a defined plan before entering the industry.[3]
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 Music career
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 2011–12: Production and mixtapes




In an interview with XXL[image: External link], Mike Will said, "Gucci Mane was the first [major artist] to ever rap[image: External link] on my beat."[7] Mike Will first met Gucci Mane at Atlanta recording studio, PatchWerk Recording Studios[image: External link], and upon introducing himself and giving Gucci Mane a CD of beats, Gucci Mane proceeded to freestyle[image: External link] over each of the instrumentals.[8] He then offered Mike Will $1,000 for one of his beats.[9] The two artists began releasing songs together, such as "East Atlanta 6", and a number of songs from Gucci Mane's mixtape, No Pad, No Pencil.[8] After developing this close relationship with Gucci Mane, he began working with other big-name Atlanta rappers such as Future[image: External link], Waka Flocka Flame[image: External link], Rocko[image: External link], and 2 Chainz.[9]

In 2011, Mike Will released his first single, "Tupac Back[image: External link]", performed by Meek Mill[image: External link] and Rick Ross[image: External link], from the compilation album Self Made Vol. 1[image: External link].[10] The single was released on April 5, 2011 and peaked at #31 on the Hot R&B/Hip-Hop Songs Billboard chart.[11] This came after Mike Will submitted some of his beats to an A&R for Rick Ross' Maybach Music Group[image: External link] label.[10]

Also in 2011, Mike Will worked with Atlanta rapper Future, producing several popular and noteworthy songs together, including "Ain't No Way Around It[image: External link]",[12] "Itchin", and three songs from Future's 2012 major label debut album Pluto[image: External link]: "Neva End", "Truth Gonna Hurt You", and "Turn On the Lights[image: External link]".[3] "Turn On the Lights" was promoted as a single, and to date has peaked at #2 on the Hot R&B/Hip-Hop Songs Billboard chart.[13]

On December 27, 2011, Mike Will released his first mixtape, Est. in 1989 (Last of a Dying Breed).[14] It was released in conjunction with popular mixtape website LiveMixtapes.com.[14] Est. in 1989 includes a mix of exclusive songs and songs from Mike Will's catalog, and features artists such as Gucci Mane & 1017 Brick Squad[image: External link], Future, Waka Flocka Flame[image: External link], Kanye West & GOOD Music[image: External link], 2 Chainz, Lil Boosie[image: External link], Ludacris[image: External link], Lil Wayne[image: External link].[15]

On March 23, 2012, Mike Will partnered with popular music site The FADER[image: External link] to announce the second installment of his mixtape series, Est. in 1989 Pt. 2, and to release the mixtape's first single, "Back 2 the Basics", which features his manager/rapper Gucci Mane, founder/CEO/president of Brick Squad and Waka Flocka Flame.[16] The project Est. in 1989 Pt. 2 features songs with Diddy[image: External link], 2 Chainz, Juicy J, Future, Lil Wayne, T.I.[image: External link], Mac Miller[image: External link], French Montana[image: External link], Jeremih[image: External link], and others.[17] The album was released again on July 24, 2012 in partnership with LiveMixtapes.com.[17]

Will has also worked extensively with Atlanta rapper 2 Chainz, producing "La La", which features Busta Rhymes[image: External link], from 2 Chainz, then known as Tity Boi[image: External link], Codeine Cowboy mixtape and "Got One" from 2 Chainz's T.R.U. REALigion[image: External link] mixtape.[18][19] According to an interview with Complex[image: External link] magazine, Mike Will has been working together with 2 Chainz "since 2008, when he was Tity Boi[image: External link]...We're kind of like family."[20] In 2012, Mike Will produced the lead single, "No Lie[image: External link]", from 2 Chainz' debut album, Based on a T.R.U. Story[image: External link], released via Def Jam[image: External link].[20] The single, which features popular recording artist Drake[image: External link], was released May 8, 2012, and debuted in the top 50 of the Billboard Hot 100[image: External link], ultimately peaking at #1 on Billboard's Hot R&B/Hip-Hop Songs chart.[21] The single has been certified Gold[image: External link] by the Recording Industry Association of America, selling over 500,000 copies digitally.[22]

In 2012, Mike WiLL Made-It produced "Bandz a Make Her Dance[image: External link]", a single for Taylor Gang[image: External link] rapper Juicy J that also features Lil Wayne and 2 Chainz.[23] The song was listed as one of the 25 Best Songs of Summer 2012 by Complex magazine, and as of September 2012, the single had peaked at #14 on the Billboard Hot R&B/Hip-Hop Songs chart.[24][25]

Mike Will, alongside producers Kanye West, Mike Dean[image: External link], Lifted, and Anthony Kilhoffer, co-produced the G.O.O.D. Music[image: External link] single " Mercy[image: External link]", which features vocals by Kanye West, Big Sean[image: External link], 2 Chainz, and Pusha T[image: External link].[26] " Mercy[image: External link]", released April 3, 2012, served as the lead single from the G.O.O.D. Music compilation album Cruel Summer[image: External link], and peaked at #1 on the Billboard Hot R&B/Hip-Hop Songs chart, while reaching #13 on the Billboard Hot 100.[27][28] Other notable production efforts for Mike Will include the single "Way Too Gone", featuring Future from Young Jeezy[image: External link]'s 2011 studio album Thug Motivation 103: Hustlerz Ambition[image: External link], "Just a Sign" from B.o.B[image: External link]'s second studio album Strange Clouds[image: External link] and "Pour It Up[image: External link]" from Rihanna[image: External link]'s 2012 studio album, Unapologetic[image: External link].[29][30]

In 2012 interviews, Mike Will mentioned upcoming work with Kanye West, Brandy[image: External link], Big Sean, and Pusha T.[20]

The third installment of the series, entitled Est. in 1989 2.5 was released on December 24, 2012.[31] The mixtape featured guest appearances from Gucci Mane, Future, Rihanna[image: External link], Big Sean, Trinidad Jame$[image: External link], Lil Wayne, and other artists.[32]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 2013–present: Debut studio album and Miley Cyrus collaborations




Mike Will executive produced Miley Cyrus's fourth studio album Bangerz[image: External link] (2013), including its lead single "We Can't Stop[image: External link]". He produced eight tracks on Bangerz and six tracks on Miley Cyrus & Her Dead Petz.

On September 9, 2013, Mike Will premiered his commercial début single " 23[image: External link]", featuring Wiz Khalifa[image: External link], Juicy J and Miley Cyrus. He revealed that he had signed with Interscope Records[image: External link] to release his debut album.[33] His debut album will also feature Beyoncé, Future, Kendrick Lamar, and 2 Chainz.[34]

He was named producer of the year by HipHopDX[image: External link] on December 18, 2013.[35]

On June 17, 2014, Mike WIll Made It released the first single from his upcoming mixtape, "Buy the World", featuring Future[image: External link], Lil Wayne and Kendrick Lamar.[36] On December 15, 2014, he released his fifth mixtape, Ransom. Featured artists include Big Sean, Juicy J, 2 Chainz, Lil Wayne and Kendrick Lamar.
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 Influences




In interviews, Mike Will has named a number of musical influences on his own production work. In a "Behind the Beats" interview with Complex magazine, he says that he "always admired Dr. Dre[image: External link]'s drums", and calls Timbaland[image: External link] "the first crazy pop producer... He brought so many artists to the game."[37] As a southern producer, he says, he "was also looking up to Shawty Redd[image: External link]. He was the first producer to really bring that dark trap energy and sound."[37] He also refers to DJ Toomp[image: External link] as "my big brother or my mentor", saying, "I love what he does."[37] In an interview, with AOL's The Boombox, Mike WiLL also cites Pharrell[image: External link] as a producer that he respects.[8]
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 Production equipment




Mike Will uses a variety of production equipment to create beats. His gear includes the Korg Triton, Akai MPC 1000, Logic Pro[image: External link], FL Studio[image: External link], Yamaha Motif[image: External link], and the Roland Fantom-X[image: External link].[3][38][39]
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 EarDrummers Entertainment




In 2006, Mike Will started his own production company called EarDrummers Entertainment (also known as Ear Drummer Records). According to an interview Mike Will gave to The Boombox, thereMarz are currently eight producershas signed to Ear Drummer Records: Ileni K, GT, Marz, P-Nazty, Pluss (A+), Scooly, J-Bo, and Djthe FUlabel.[8] In 2014, Mike Will signed Rae Sremmurd and Two-9[image: External link] signed to the label.[40][41]


	Artists




	Mike Will Made-It

	Rae Sremmurd

	Two-9[image: External link]

	Eearz

	Shotta Spence




	In-house producers




	Marz

	Pluss (A+)


	P-Nazty

	J-Bo

	DJ FU

	Ducko McFli

	Skooly

	Illeni K

	GT

	30 Roc
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 Studio albums






	List of albums, with selected details



	Title
	Album details



	Ransom 2[image: External link]
	

	Released: March 24, 2017[42]


	Format: Digital download


	Label: EarDrummers[image: External link], Interscope[image: External link]
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 Mixtapes






	List of mixtapes, with selected details



	Title
	Album details



	Est. in 1989 (Last of a Dying Breed)
	

	Released: December 28, 2011[43]


	Label: Self-released

	Formats: Digital download







	Est. in 1989 Pt. 2
	

	Released: July 24, 2012[44]


	Label: Self-released

	Formats: Digital download

	Hosted by DJ Infamous[image: External link], DJ Esco[image: External link] and DJ Green Lantern[image: External link]








	Est. in 1989 Pt. 2.5
	

	Released: December 24, 2012[45]


	Label: Self-released

	Formats: Digital download

	Hosted by DJ Drama[image: External link]








	#MikeWiLLBeenTriLL
	

	Released: December 23, 2013[46]


	Label: Self-released

	Formats: Digital download

	Hosted by Future[image: External link]








	Ransom
	

	Released: December 15, 2014[47]


	Label: Ear Drummer Records

	Formats: Digital download

	#4 US Heat[image: External link][48]
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 Singles






	List of singles, with selected chart positions and certifications, showing year released and album name



	Title
	Year
	Peak chart positions
	Certifications
	Album



	US[image: External link]
	US R&B
	US Rap[image: External link]
	AUS

	GER

	CAN[image: External link]

	FRA

	UK




	" 23[image: External link]"

(featuring Miley Cyrus[image: External link], Wiz Khalifa[image: External link] and Juicy J[image: External link])
	2013
	11
	4
	2
	39
	78
	26
	30
	85
	
	Non-album single



	"Buy the World"[49]

(featuring Future[image: External link], Lil Wayne[image: External link] and Kendrick Lamar)
	2014
	—
	42
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	
	Ransom



	"Drinks On Us"[50]

(featuring Swae Lee, The Weeknd and Future)
	2015
	—
	—[A]
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	



	"Choppin' Blades"[52]

(featuring Jody HiGHROLLER[image: External link] and Slim Jxmmi)
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	



	"Nothing Is Promised[image: External link]"

(with Rihanna[image: External link])
	2016
	75
	26
	—
	69
	—
	—
	25
	64
	
	Ransom 2



	"Black Barbies[image: External link]"

(with Nicki Minaj[image: External link])
	65
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	
	Non-album singles



	"It Takes Two[image: External link]"

(with Carly Rae Jepsen[image: External link] and Lil Yachty[image: External link])
	2017
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	



	"Gucci On My"

(featuring 21 Savage[image: External link], YG[image: External link], and Migos[image: External link])
	—[B]
	41
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	
	Ransom 2



	"—" denotes a recording that did not chart or was not released in that territory.
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 Notes






	
^ "Drinks On Us" did not enter the Hot R&B/Hip-Hop Songs chart, but peaked at number five on the Bubbling Under R&B/Hip-Hop Singles chart.[51]


	
^ "Gucci On My" did not enter the Billboard Hot 100, but peaked at number 10 on the Bubbling Under Hot 100 Singles[image: External link] chart.[53]
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 Awards and nominations
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 BET Hip Hop Awards




The BET Hip Hop Awards[image: External link] were established in 2006 by the Black Entertainment Television[image: External link] network to celebrate hip-hop performers, producers and music video[image: External link] directors.



	Year
	Nomination
	Award
	Result



	2013[image: External link][54]
	" Bugatti[image: External link]"
	Track of the Year
	Nominated



	Best Club Banger
	Nominated



	Mike Will Made It
	Producer of the Year
	Won



	2014[image: External link][citation needed[image: External link]]
	Nominated



	"Move That Dope[image: External link]"
	Track of the Year
	Nominated



	Best Club Banger
	Won



	2015[image: External link][citation needed[image: External link]]
	Mike Will Made It
	Producer of the Year
	Nominated



	2016[image: External link][citation needed[image: External link]]
	Nominated
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 Grammy Awards






	Year
	Nominee/work
	Award
	Result



	2017[55]
	" Formation[image: External link]" (Beyoncé)
	Record of the Year
	Nominated



	Song of the Year
	Nominated



	Lemonade (Beyoncé)
	Album of the Year
	Nominated
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 iHeartRadio Music Awards[image: External link]






	Year
	Nominated work
	Award
	Result



	2014
	"Pour It Up" ( Rihanna[image: External link])
	Hip Hop/R&B Song of the Year
	Won[citation needed[image: External link]]
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Beyoncé: Platinum Edition





Beyoncé: Platinum Edition is the first box set[image: External link] by American singer Beyoncé, released on November 24, 2014, by Parkwood Entertainment and Columbia Records. A reissue[image: External link] of her fifth studio album Beyoncé (2013), it was released in recognition of its one-year anniversary and is packaged with the audio and visual discs from the original record. The project additionally includes another CD including two newly recorded songs and four previously-released remixes, and a second DVD with ten live performances filmed during The Mrs. Carter Show World Tour (2013–14).

Her fourth EP[image: External link], titled Beyoncé: More Only was digitally released alongside the box set, offering the newly released material as an individual collection. The EP debuted at number 8 on the Billboard 200[image: External link], selling 43,000 copies in its first week, but also garnered an additional 28,000 in album equivalent units[image: External link]. The release was promoted with the release of " 7/11[image: External link]" which was sent to urban contemporary[image: External link] radio in the United States as the lead single[image: External link] from the box set on November 25, 2014.
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 Background and release




Beyoncé unexpectedly released her self-titled fifth studio album on December 13, 2013, without prior announcement.[3] The record was a commercial success, debuting at number one on the U.S. Billboard 200[image: External link] with three-day sales of 617,000 copies,[4] and remained at the summit of the chart for three consecutive weeks.[5] Additionally, the release has sold five million copies as of November 2014.[6] Reports of a follow-up record first surfaced in November 2014, at which time it was widely speculated that Beyoncé would release a second volume of the project on November 25 without prior promotion.[7] After that it was confirmed that a reportedly-leaked track listing for the record was "completely made up".[8] Parkwood Entertainment instead announced that Beyoncé would be reissued[image: External link] in an expanded four-disc box set[image: External link] subtitled the Platinum Edition.[9]

The Platinum Edition was released through physical retailers and online music stores[image: External link] on November 24, 2014; it was simultaneously made available on Spotify[image: External link] for the first time since the original record was premiered.[10] The box set is packaged with the audio and visual discs from the original record, a DVD subtitled Live with ten performances filmed during The Mrs. Carter Show World Tour (2013–14), a six-track CD subtitled More, and a smaller version of the official 2015 Beyoncé calendar.[11] Live and More were digitally released as a standalone extended play[image: External link] through the iTunes Store and Amazon.com[image: External link];[12][13] the audio material was made available as individual downloads on Google Play[image: External link].[14]
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 New material




Of the six tracks included on More Only, four are remixes of the previously released songs, and two are newly recorded songs.[15] "7/11", which is an uptempo hip hop piece,[16] features Auto-Tune[image: External link] in its composition.[17] The track incorporates several rapping[image: External link] verses by Beyoncé. Caitlin White from MTV News likened the song's production to that of Beyoncé's "Bow Down / I Been On", which was released in March 2013.[16] Lyrically, "7/11" is about Beyoncé's detailing her dance moves: "I put up my hands up, spinning while my hands up / [...] Legs move it side to side, smack in the air."[18] "Ring Off[image: External link]" is described as a midtempo reggae[image: External link] ballad that features dancehall[image: External link] rhythms with slight elements of dubstep[image: External link].[19][20][21][22] The track, in which she sings: "Mama, I understand your many sleepless nights / When you think about father / and how you tried to be the perfect wife... I wish you didn't hurt at all," addresses the end of a marriage between Beyoncé's parents,[23] Tina and Mathew Knowles[image: External link]. "Standing on the Sun" is an uptempo reggae-inflected song with an island/Caribbean flavor to it. It originally was meant for the album along with Grown Woman, however it was removed from the track list around October 2013. [24][25]

The extended play version of "Drunk in Love[image: External link]" features a guest appearance from Kanye West, who provided vocals for the official remix; the song features an explicit verse by himself and a slightly modified instrumental produced by Mike Dean. In his lines, West rapped about his wife Kim Kardashian[image: External link] and referenced the video for his own song, "Bound 2[image: External link]" (2013).[26] Musically, the remix to " Flawless[image: External link]" was noted for being a slower version of the original and containing new, sexually explicit verses.[27][28][29] It also contains a sample from the horns of Outkast's song "Spottieottiedopaliscious".[30] Nicki Minaj[image: External link] provides a rapid-fire delivery using a low timbre[image: External link].[29] Her lyrics reference the work of Kanye West on the song " Monster[image: External link]", her own success and compares her detractors with Michael Jackson[image: External link]'s convicted doctor[image: External link] through numerous punch lines[image: External link].[29][31]
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 Reception




Ben Sisario from The New York Times commented that the Platinum Edition continued the trend of "repackaging hit albums with some extra content" in order to maintain a successful commercial performance. Furthermore, he noted that Iggy Azalea[image: External link] reissued her debut studio album The New Classic[image: External link] (2014) as Reclassified[image: External link] and that Paramore[image: External link] re-released their self-titled fourth studio album[image: External link] (2013) in a deluxe version the same day that Beyoncé launched her repackage. However, Trans World Entertainment[image: External link] vice president for music merchandising Ish Cuebas acknowledged that initial interest in the Platinum Edition appeared "light".[32]

In a review for Cuepoint[image: External link], Robert Christgau gave the Platinum Edition an "A" grade and argued that, unlike most superfluous live DVDs, the third disc "rules, not just for Ms. Knowles's legendary stage discipline and expert dance routines but for a star-time visage further beautified by how readily it projects empathy, humor, and fun to fans who get it all". He concluded that the fourth disc More is the "best Bey ever" because it abandoned the tedious themes of dignity present on the original album in favor of more lustful, erotic songs.[33] Christgau ranked its More Only[image: External link] portion as the seventh best album of 2014 in his year-end list for The Barnes & Noble Review[image: External link].[34]
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 Track listing




Credits adapted from the liner notes of Beyoncé: Platinum Edition.[35][36]



	Beyoncé – Disc one (Audio)[37]



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Producer(s)
	Length



	1.
	"Pretty Hurts[image: External link]"
	


	Ammo[image: External link]

	Sia[image: External link]

	Beyoncé






	


	Ammo

	Beyoncé






	4:17



	2.
	" Haunted[image: External link]"
	


	Boots

	Beyoncé






	


	Boots

	Beyoncé






	6:09



	3.
	"Drunk in Love[image: External link]" (featuring Jay-Z[image: External link])
	


	Knowles

	Detail[image: External link]

	Jay-Z

	Andre Eric Proctor

	Rasool Díaz

	Boots

	Brian Soko

	Timbaland[image: External link]

	J-Roc[image: External link]






	


	Detail

	Beyoncé

	Timbaland[b]

	J-Roc[b]

	Boots[b]

	Soko[b]






	5:23



	4.
	" Blow[image: External link]"
	


	Pharrell Williams[image: External link]

	Beyoncé

	James Fauntleroy[image: External link]

	Timbaland

	J-Roc

	Justin Timberlake[image: External link]






	


	Williams

	Beyoncé

	Timbaland[a]

	J-Roc[a]






	5:09



	5.
	"No Angel[image: External link]"
	


	Caroline Polachek[image: External link]

	Beyoncé

	Fauntleroy






	


	Polachek

	Beyoncé

	Boots[b]






	3:48



	6.
	" Partition[image: External link]"
	


	Beyoncé

	The-Dream

	Timberlake

	Boots

	Timbaland

	J-Roc

	Key Wane[image: External link]






	


	Timbaland

	J-Roc

	Timberlake

	Beyoncé

	Key Wane

	Mike Dean[b]

	Boots[b]






	5:19



	7.
	" Jealous[image: External link]"
	


	Detail

	Beyoncé

	Proctor

	Díaz

	Soko

	Boots






	


	Detail

	Beyoncé

	Boots[b]

	Hit-Boy[b]

	Proctor[b]






	3:04



	8.
	" Rocket[image: External link]"
	


	Miguel[image: External link]

	Beyoncé

	Timberlake

	Timbaland

	J-Roc






	


	Timbaland

	Beyoncé

	J-Roc[a]






	6:31



	9.
	" Mine[image: External link]" (featuring Drake[image: External link])
	


	40[image: External link]

	Drake

	Beyoncé

	Majid Jordan[image: External link]

	Omen[image: External link]

	Key Wane






	


	40

	Majid Jordan[image: External link][b]

	Omen[b]


	Beyoncé[c]







	6:18



	10.
	" XO[image: External link]"
	


	Ryan Tedder[image: External link]

	The-Dream

	Beyoncé






	


	Tedder

	The-Dream

	Beyoncé

	Hit-Boy[b]

	HazeBanga[b]






	3:35



	11.
	" Flawless[image: External link]" (featuring Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie[image: External link])
	


	Beyoncé

	The-Dream

	Hit-Boy

	Boots

	Jay-Z






	


	Hit-Boy

	Beyoncé

	Rey Reel Music[a]

	Boots[b]






	4:10



	12.
	" Superpower[image: External link]" (featuring Frank Ocean)
	


	Williams

	Frank Ocean

	Boots

	Beyoncé






	


	Williams

	Boots[b]

	Beyoncé[c]






	4:36



	13.
	" Heaven[image: External link]"
	


	Boots

	Beyoncé






	


	Boots

	Beyoncé






	3:50



	14.
	"Blue" (featuring Blue Ivy)
	


	Boots

	Beyoncé






	


	Boots

	Beyoncé






	4:26



	Total length:
	66:35






	Beyoncé – Disc two (Visual)



	No.
	Title
	Director(s)
	Length



	1.
	"Pretty Hurts"
	Melina Matsoukas
	7:04



	2.
	"Ghost"
	Pierre Debusschere
	2:31



	3.
	"Haunted"
	Jonas Åkerlund
	5:21



	4.
	"Drunk in Love" (featuring Jay Z)
	Hype Williams[image: External link]
	6:21



	5.
	"Blow"
	Williams
	5:25



	6.
	"No Angel"
	@lilinternet
	3:53



	7.
	"Yoncé"
	Ricky Saiz
	2:02



	8.
	"Partition"
	Jake Nava[image: External link]
	3:49



	9.
	"Jealous"
	Beyoncé, Francesco Carrozzini[image: External link], Todd Tourso
	3:26



	10.
	"Rocket"
	Beyoncé, Ed Burke, Bill Kirstein
	4:30



	11.
	"Mine" (featuring Drake)
	Debusschere
	4:59



	12.
	"XO"
	Terry Richardson[image: External link]
	3:35



	13.
	"Flawless" (featuring Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie)
	Nava
	4:12



	14.
	"Superpower" (featuring Frank Ocean)
	Åkerlund
	5:24



	15.
	"Heaven"
	Beyoncé, Tourso
	3:55



	16.
	"Blue" (featuring Blue Ivy)
	Beyoncé, Burke, Kirstein
	4:35



	17.
	"Credits"
	 
	2:34



	18.
	"Grown Woman" (bonus video)
	Nava
	4:24



	Total length:
	78:00






	
Beyoncé – Disc three (Live)[37]




	No.
	Title
	Length



	1.
	"Run the World (Girls)[image: External link]"
	4:01



	2.
	"Flawless"
	4:11



	3.
	"Get Me Bodied[image: External link]"
	4:51



	4.
	"Blow"
	3:59



	5.
	"Haunted"
	4:47



	6.
	"Drunk in Love" (featuring Jay-Z)

	4:07



	7.
	" 1+1[image: External link]"
	4:47



	8.
	"Partition"
	4:23



	9.
	"Heaven"
	4:39



	10.
	"XO"
	3:54



	Total length:
	43:39






	Beyoncé – Disc four (More)[37]



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Producer(s)
	Length



	1.
	" 7/11[image: External link]"
	


	Bobby Johnson

	Detail

	Beyoncé






	


	Beyoncé

	Johnson

	Detail[a]

	Sidney Swift[a]

	Derek Dixie[b]






	3:33



	2.
	"Flawless (Remix)" (featuring Nicki Minaj[image: External link])
	


	The-Dream

	Beyoncé

	Hit-Boy

	Rey Reel Music

	Hazebanga

	Nicki Minaj






	


	Hit-Boy

	Beyoncé

	Rey Reel Music

	The-Dream

	Dixie[b]

	Boots[b]






	3:54



	3.
	"Drunk in Love (Remix)" (featuring Jay-Z and Kanye West)
	


	Detail

	Beyoncé

	Jay-Z

	Proctor

	Díaz

	Timbaland

	J-Roc






	


	Detail

	Beyoncé

	The Order

	Kanye West

	Dean

	Timbaland[b]

	J-Roc[b]

	Boots[b]

	Noah Goldstein[b]






	6:35



	4.
	"Ring Off[image: External link]"
	


	Mike Caren[image: External link]

	Beyoncé

	Cook Classics[image: External link]

	Geoff Early

	Charles Hinshaw

	Adam Amezaga

	Derek Dixie

	Stephen Bishop[image: External link]

	Hit-Boy

	Mike Dean

	Sidney Swift






	


	Beyoncé

	Caren

	Cook Classics[a]

	Hit-Boy[b]

	Dean[b]

	Ariel Rechtshaid[image: External link][b]

	Dixie[b]







	3:00



	5.
	"Blow (Remix)" (featuring Pharrell Williams)
	


	Williams

	Beyoncé

	Fauntleroy

	Timbaland

	J-Roc

	Timberlake

	The-Dream






	


	Williams

	Beyoncé

	Timbaland[a]

	J-Roc[a]






	5:09



	6.
	"Standing on the Sun (Remix)" (featuring Mr. Vegas[image: External link])
	


	Greg Kurstin[image: External link]

	Sia

	Beyoncé

	Detail

	Proctor

	Díaz

	Soko






	


	Kurstin

	Beyoncé[b][c]

	Williams[b]






	4:33



	Total length:
	26:44





	Notes




	
^[a] signifies a co-producer

	
^[b] signifies an additional producer

	
^[c] signifies a vocal producer

	"No Angel" is stylized as "Angel"

	"Flawless" is stylized as "***Flawless"




	Sampling credits




	"Partition" contains an interpolation of the French-dubbed version of the 1998 film The Big Lebowski[image: External link], performed by Hajiba Fahmy.

	"***Flawless" contains portions of the speech "We should all be feminists", delivered by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie[image: External link].

	"Heaven" contains portions of "The Lord's Prayer[image: External link]" in Spanish, recited by Melissa Vargas.

	"Flawless (Remix)" contains a sample of "SpottieOttieDopaliscious" by OutKast.

	"Drunk in Love (Remix)" contains a sample of Kanye West's "Flashing Lights[image: External link]", vocals provided by Connie Mitchell[image: External link].

	"Ring Off" contains portions of a speech delivered by Tina Knowles at the 2014 Texas Women's Empowerment Foundation Leadership Luncheon.
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	Chart (2014)
	Peak

position



	Australian Music DVD (ARIA)[38]

	1



	Swedish Albums (Sverigetopplistan)[39]

	26
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 Year-end charts






	Chart (2014)
	Position



	Australian Music DVD Chart[40]

	17



	Chart (2015)
	Position



	Australian Music DVD Chart[41]

	44



	Swedish Albums Chart[42]

	51



	Chart (2016)
	Position



	Swedish Albums Chart[43]

	83
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 Release history






	Region
	Date
	Format
	Label
	Catalog no.
	Ref.



	Canada
	November 24, 2014
	CD + DVD
	Sony Entertainment Canada
	N/A
	[44]



	France
	


	Parkwood Entertainment

	Columbia






	[45]



	Japan
	Sony Music Japan
	[46]



	United Kingdom
	RCA[image: External link]
	[47]



	United States
	


	Columbia Records

	Parkwood Entertainment






	[48]



	Worldwide
	Digital download
	[49]



	Netherlands
	November 25, 2014
	CD + DVD
	Parkwood Entertainment
	0888750384423
	[50]



	Poland
	Sony Music Entertainment
	88875038442
	[51]



	Australia
	November 28, 2014
	Parkwood Entertainment
	88875038442
	[52]



	Turkey
	February 8, 2015
	Parkwood Entertainment
	88875038442
	[53]
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More Only





More Only is the fourth extended play[image: External link] (EP) by American singer Beyoncé, released on November 24, 2014, by Parkwood Entertainment and Columbia Records. The EP is included on the reissue[image: External link] of her fifth studio album Beyoncé (2013), with two newly recorded songs and four previously-released remixes, and a second DVD with ten live performances filmed during The Mrs. Carter Show World Tour (2013–14).

" 7/11[image: External link]" was sent to US urban contemporary[image: External link] radio on November 25, 2014, serving as the lead single[image: External link] from the EP.[2] "7/11" and "Ring Off[image: External link]" impacted contemporary hit radio in Italy simultaneously on November 28, 2014.[3][4]
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Of the six tracks included on More Only, four are remixes of the previously released songs, and two are newly recorded songs.[5] "7/11", which is an uptempo hip hop piece,[6] features Auto-Tune[image: External link] in its composition.[7] The track incorporates several rapping[image: External link] verses by Beyoncé. Caitlin White from MTV News likened the song's production to that of Beyoncé's "Bow Down / I Been On", which was released in March 2013.[6] Lyrically, "7/11" is about Beyoncé's detailing her dance moves: "I put up my hands up, spinning while my hands up / [...] Legs move it side to side, smack in the air."[8] "Ring Off[image: External link]" is described as a midtempo reggae[image: External link] ballad that features dancehall[image: External link] rhythms with slight elements of dubstep[image: External link].[9][10][11][12] The track, in which she sings: "Mama, I understand your many sleepless nights / When you think about father / and how you tried to be the perfect wife... I wish you didn't hurt at all," addresses the end of a marriage between Beyoncé's parents, Tina and Mathew Knowles[image: External link].[13] "Standing on the Sun" is an uptempo reggae-inflected song with an island/Caribbean flavor to it.[14][15]

The extended play version of "Drunk in Love[image: External link]" features a guest appearance from Kanye West, who provided vocals for the official remix; the song features an explicit verse by himself and a slightly modified instrumental produced by Mike Dean. In his lines, West rapped about his wife Kim Kardashian[image: External link] and referenced the video for his own song, "Bound 2[image: External link]" (2013).[16] Musically, the remix to " Flawless[image: External link]" was noted for being a slower version of the original and containing new, sexually explicit verses.[17][18][19] It also contains a sample from the horns of Outkast's song "Spottieottiedopaliscious".[20] Nicki Minaj[image: External link] provides a rapid-fire delivery using a low timbre[image: External link].[19] Her lyrics reference the work of Kanye West on the song " Monster[image: External link]", her own success and compares her detractors with Michael Jackson[image: External link]'s convicted doctor[image: External link] through numerous punch lines[image: External link].[19][21]
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 Commercial performance




The EP debuted at number 8 on the Billboard 200[image: External link]. The EP sold 43,000 albums in its first week, but also garnered an additional 28,000 in album equivalent units[image: External link].[22] In July, 2016 the EP was certified as silver in United Kingdom by the British Phonographic Industry[image: External link] (BPI), with 60,000 album-equivalent units.[23]
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Credits adapted from the liner notes of More.[24][25]



	
More Only – Disc one[26]




	No.
	Title
	Length



	1.
	" 7/11[image: External link]"
	3:33



	2.
	"Flawless (Remix)[image: External link]" (featuring Nicki Minaj[image: External link])

	3:54



	3.
	"Drunk in Love (Remix)" (featuring Jay-Z[image: External link] and Kanye West)

	6:35



	4.
	"Ring Off[image: External link]"
	3:00



	5.
	"Blow (Remix)" (featuring Pharrell Williams[image: External link])

	5:09



	6.
	"Standing on the Sun (Remix)" (featuring Mr. Vegas[image: External link])

	4:33



	Total length:
	26:44





	Notes




	
^[a] signifies a co-producer

	
^[b] signifies an additional producer

	
^[c] signifies a vocal producer




	Sampling credits




	"Drunk in Love (Remix)" contains samples of Kanye West's "Flashing Lights[image: External link]", vocals provided by Connie Mitchell[image: External link].

	"Flawless (Remix)" contains a sample of "SpottieOttieDopaliscious" by OutKast.

	"Ring Off" contains portions of a speech delivered by Tina Knowles at the 2014 Texas Women's Empowerment Foundation Leadership Luncheon.
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	Chart (2014)
	Peak

position



	Belgian Albums (Ultratop Flanders)[27]

	69



	Belgian Albums (Ultratop Wallonia)[28]

	123



	New Zealand Albums (RMNZ)[29]

	24



	Scottish Albums (OCC)[30]

	38



	UK Albums (OCC)[31]

	41



	UK R&B Albums (OCC)[32]

	5



	US Billboard 200[image: External link][33]

	8



	US R&B Albums[34]

	1
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	Region
	Certification
	
Certified units/Sales



	United Kingdom ( BPI[image: External link])[35]

	Silver
	60,000^
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	Region
	Date
	Format



	Worldwide[36]

	November 24, 2014
	Digital download
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Beyoncé (album)





Beyoncé is the fifth studio album[image: External link] by American singer Beyoncé, released on December 13, 2013, by Parkwood Entertainment and Columbia Records. Developed as a simultaneous audio-visual medium, Beyoncé's songs are accompanied by non-linear short films[image: External link] that illustrate the musical concepts conceived during production. Its dark, intimate subject material includes feminist[image: External link] themes of sex[image: External link], monogamous love[image: External link] and relationship issues, inspired by Beyoncé's desire to assert her full creative freedom.

The album's initial recording began in New York, where Beyoncé invited producers and songwriters to live with her for a month. During extensive touring the following year, the album changed as she conceived of creating a visual accompaniment to its songs and resumed recording sessions with electronic producer and rock musician[image: External link] Boots. Their collaboration led to more sonically experimental material, which combined contemporary R&B with electronic and soul music[image: External link]. Throughout this period, the album's songs and videos were composed in strict secrecy as Beyoncé devised an unexpected release.

Beyoncé was released digitally to the iTunes Store[image: External link] without prior announcement or promotion. It debuted at number one on the US Billboard 200[image: External link], earning Beyoncé her fifth consecutive number-one album in the country. The record sold 617,000 copies in the US, and 828,773 copies worldwide in its first three days of availability, becoming the fastest-selling album in the history of the iTunes Store, before being surpassed by Adele's 25[image: External link] in 2015.[2] It was reissued[image: External link] in November 2014 as part of a platinum edition, along with an extended play[image: External link] of new songs. It received acclaim from critics, who praised its production, exploration of sexuality and Beyoncé's vocals. It has sold 5 million copies worldwide as of November 2014,[3] and has spawned the singles " XO[image: External link]", "Drunk in Love[image: External link]", " Partition[image: External link]" and "Pretty Hurts[image: External link]".


[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Background




Following the release of 2011's 4, Beyoncé gave birth to her first child, Blue Ivy Carter, at Lenox Hill Hospital in New York City in January 2012.[4] Just four months after labor, she pursued a three-night residency at Revel Atlantic City[image: External link]'s Ovation Hall, entitled Revel Presents: Beyoncé Live.[5][nb 1] The choice to hold concerts so soon was purposeful; Beyoncé intended to demonstrate to mothers that they need not halt their careers despite having had children.[7] Most of the summer following the residency was spent in The Hamptons, New York, where she took time out from the public to spend time with her daughter and to begin sessions for her next album.[8] She resumed work in early 2013, performing "The Star-Spangled Banner[image: External link]" at President Obama's second inauguration[image: External link] and headlining the Super Bowl XLVII halftime show where there was expectation she would debut new music, although these rumors never materialized.[9] She also released a self-directed autobiographical documentary in February entitled Life Is But a Dream.[8]

In March 2013, a two-part hip hop[image: External link] track entitled "Bow Down/I Been On" was released onto Beyoncé's Soundcloud[image: External link] account.[11] "Bow Down", produced by Hit-Boy, was written after Beyoncé woke up one morning with a chant stuck in her head, feeling angry and defensive.[10][12] This was melded with a Timbaland[image: External link]-produced second half, "I Been On", that makes prominent use of a pitch[image: External link]-distorted vocal as a homage to the Houston[image: External link] hip hop scene.[13][nb 3] Michael Cragg of The Guardian[image: External link] described the song as "brilliantly odd", commending its loud, abrasive production,[11] while Pitchfork[image: External link]'s Lindsay Zoladz noted the song's assertiveness and believed it served as an introduction of what was to come.[13] "Bow Down/I Been On" was perceived as a significant departure from Beyoncé's existing catalogue, particularly for its aggressive nature.[11][13] The song's atmosphere and its controversial "Bow down, bitches" refrain[image: External link] drew a mixed reaction from those who questioned whether the lyric was aimed at women or merely a moment of braggadocio[image: External link].[10][15] Beyoncé clarified after the album's release, where elements of "Bow Down" appear on the track " Flawless[image: External link]", that the song and its refrain were intended as a statement of female empowerment.[10]

Neither Beyoncé or her representatives commented on the release of "Bow Down/I Been On", and many journalists questioned the nature of its release in the context of the release of her upcoming album.[13] Further confusion was created when portions of other tracks, "Grown Woman" and "Standing on the Sun", were used for television advertising campaigns, with a similar lack of explanation as to their purpose.[16] Through much of 2013 the media intermittently reported that the album was delayed or scrapped, with one story alleging Beyoncé had scrapped fifty songs in favor of starting again. In July 2013, a spokesperson for Beyoncé denied speculation that her album had been delayed, stating there was no official release date to begin with and that when a date is set, it would be announced via an official press release.[17] There was considerable confusion among music journalists and fans as Beyoncé engaged in extensive touring, while not discussing the album or its release.[9][16]
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 Recording




Recording sessions began in the summer of 2012 in The Hamptons[image: External link], New York, where Beyoncé and her husband Jay Z were living.[8][18] She invited producers and songwriters to accompany them, including Sia[image: External link],[19] Timbaland, Justin Timberlake[image: External link] and The-Dream.[8] Beyoncé described the atmosphere as unconventional, saying, "we had dinners with the producers every day, like a family... it was like a camp. Weekends off. You could go and jump in the pool and ride bikes... the ocean and grass and sunshine... it was really a safe place."[8] She would spend the majority of her day with her newborn daughter, taking some hours out to record music. The album's opening track "Pretty Hurts[image: External link]", co-written by Sia, was completed during these sessions.[12][19] The project was suspended until 2013 and relocated to New York City's Jungle City[image: External link] and Oven[image: External link] studios where most of the album was recorded.[12] In an interview for Vogue in January 2013, Jason Gay described Beyoncé's attention to detail as "obsessive" when observing her studio, noting the vision boards she created for inspiration, which contained potential song titles, old album covers and pictures of performances.[8]

In mid-2013, a relatively unknown artist Boots[image: External link], signed a publishing deal with Jay-Z's Roc Nation[image: External link]. In an interview for Pitchfork after the album's release, Boots was coy when answering questions about how Beyoncé discovered his demo or of his work previous to the project, only confirming his signing. In June 2013, they met in person for the first time and Boots presented Beyoncé with material he felt would resonate with her. However, Beyoncé was more interested in his experimental material, and he reluctantly played her the his song " Haunted[image: External link]" on his cellphone. She refused to ignore its potential. At a later meeting, he played her a stream of consciousness[image: External link] rap called "Ghost", which he wrote after an exasperating meeting with a potential record label. Boots began by composing a melody[image: External link] that reminded him of a hypnotic state, then layering guitar arpeggios[image: External link] to resemble the work of English electronic musician Aphex Twin[image: External link]. Subsequently, "Ghost" became the first half of "Haunted"; he later described Beyoncé as the "only visionary in the room" for her ability to find potential in scraps of songs. Following these sessions, Boots would go on to work on eighty percent of Beyoncé.[20]

While recording in New York City, the previously released "Bow Down" was incorporated into a track that became "Flawless".[23] During its composition, Beyoncé chose to interpolate[image: External link] a portion of Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie[image: External link]'s TED talk[image: External link] "We Should All Be Feminists" into it as she identified with her interpretations of feminism[image: External link].[24] Organic approaches were taken when writing and recording "Drunk in Love" and "Partition". When working with Detail[image: External link] and Timbaland on a beat[image: External link] that became "Drunk in Love", she was inspired by what she described as pure enjoyment, as both she and Jay-Z free-styled[image: External link] their verses for the track in the studio. Similarly, the bassline of " Partition[image: External link]", which Beyoncé found reminiscent of hip hop music during her early romance with Jay-Z, influenced her to accompany the track with sexual lyrics.[19] She took to a microphone without pen and paper and rapped the first verse, finding herself initially embarrassed by the explicitness of the lyrics. When composing "Partition", a rap known as "Yoncé" was used as the opening of the track, the beat of which was built by Justin Timberlake banging on buckets in the studio.[25]

Only four songs were not recorded entirely in New York studios: " Superpower[image: External link]" and "Heaven" which were partially recorded in California, as well as "No Angel[image: External link]" which was composed in London and "XO" in Berlin and Sydney.[12] Although the demo of "XO" was recorded when Beyoncé had contracted a sinus infection[image: External link], the vocals were never rerecorded as she felt their imperfections fit more appropriately.[26] In October, the album began taking shape and "Standing on the Sun" and "Grown Woman" were removed[nb 5]—songs which had been previewed in 2013 on television advertisements—from Beyoncé to fit in with its minimalist approach.[27] During Thanksgiving week, the vocals on the album were edited and producers were notified to submit their final cuts.[27] Beyoncé spent less time on vocal production than she had done with her previous projects, instead focusing on perfecting the album's music.[26] Beyoncé was mastered at Sterling Sound in New York.[12] In total, 80 songs were recorded for the album.[28]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Visuals




Beyoncé first considered the idea of creating a visual album in June 2013, when only three or four songs had been completed.[29] Explaining her motivation, she said she would often connect images, childhood memories, emotions and fantasies to songs she was in the midst of composing, and that she "wanted people to hear the songs with the story that's in my head as that's what makes it mine". She highlighted the "immersive experience" of Michael Jackson[image: External link]'s Thriller[image: External link] (1982) as the principal influence for creating a body work that would mean "people would hear things differently and [...] actually be able to see the whole vision of the album".[30]

The videos were filmed between June and November 2013 in various countries as the singer traveled on her world tour.[18] Todd Tourso, who directed[image: External link] the videos for "Jealous" and "Heaven", served as the creative director[image: External link] for the entire project.[29] Much of his role concerned liaising between Beyoncé, who for most videos already had concepts, and the respective directors who also had propositions. As most videos were shot outside of the US, the crew surrounding the videos was small, consisting only of Tourso, the director of photography and producer, as well as Beyoncé and her stylist, make-up artist and security.[29] When filming in public, Beyoncé would wear in-ear headphones instead of having the music played out loud, in order to maintain the secrecy of the project and prevent any songs leaking.[31] By the time of post-production[image: External link], the songwriting process began to converge with the content of the visuals and Beyoncé would watch unedited[image: External link] footage to fit the music to them. "Flawless", "Rocket" and "Mine" were noted as having been changed by their visual counterparts, Tourso commenting that "she would rewrite some lines, or she would add certain audio, or she would add bridges" and believed that "it would complete the picture of where the audio needed to go".[10]

Several videos were intended to demonstrate the album's central theme of "finding the beauty in imperfection". While working on "Flawless", Beyoncé was reminded of her loss on television competition Star Search[image: External link] as a child, which she saw as a defining moment in her career, and believed that the competition had taught her how to embrace imperfection in the future.[24] The theme was represented in the videos by the recurring use of trophies, which the singer saw as referencing "all of the sacrifice I have made as a kid, all of the time that I lost".[24] It was also carried into how the visuals were created, with the videos for "Drunk in Love", "Yoncé", "No Angel", "XO" and "Blue" shot without prior preparation, as the singer found enjoyment in the spontaneity of the filming locations and in resisting the urge to perfect them.[28] Noting some of the visuals' explicit content and exposure of her body, Beyoncé said she found shooting them liberating and expressed her intention to demonstrate sexuality as a power that women should have, and not lose after becoming a mother. She went on to say, "I know finding my sensuality, getting back into my body, being proud of growing up, it was important to me that I expressed that... I know that there are so many women who feel the same way".[19]
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Beyoncé is a fourteen track set with seventeen short films: a video for each audio track, two extra videos to accompany the two-part tracks "Haunted" and "Partition", as well as a bonus video for "Grown Woman", which lacks an equivalent audio counterpart.[12] Departing from the traditional R&B leanings of its predecessor, 4 (2011),[32] Beyoncé's songs are predominantly alternative R&B[image: External link].[33][nb 6] Hence, musically, the album may be located in the post-dubstep era,[35] fusing electronic music with R&B and soul[image: External link].[36][37][38] The album's dark, moody production[35] is more textured[image: External link] than previous releases[21] and songs are characterized by heavy bass[image: External link] and loud hi-hats[image: External link], as well as prominent synthesizers[image: External link].[32] A quality of restraint features among most songs "with subdued pulses, ambient effects and throbbing grooves that sneak up on you, threatening to explode but only occasionally transforming".[39]

The album adopts unconventional song structure[image: External link] and as Evan Rytlewski of The A.V. Club notes, many songs "[emphasize] moody, shifting beats and drawn-out vibe sessions" and are left to slowly unfurl.[40] This is particularly prominent on "Haunted" and "Partition" which function as two-part suites.[21] The dream[image: External link]-like state created on "Haunted" is ushered in with a stream of consciousness rap entitled "Ghost" which transitions from "smoky ethereality to off-kilter club beat",[32] amid a shifting bassline[image: External link] and ghostly keyboards[image: External link].[22] "Partition" begins with "Yoncé", a slick rap set over a simple Middle Eastern rhythm.[22] The song is divided by a brief interlude of camera clicks and the whirring of a car window, before launching into a second-half that melds synthesizer pulses with finger snaps to create a Southern hip hop bassline.[19][37][41] Over this, the song follows a candid narrative that describes sex in the back of a limousine when travelling to a nightclub.[37][41]

Several critics noted the album's extensive exploration of sexuality[image: External link].[39][42] Having been a singer since the age of nine, Beyoncé felt "stifled" by the perception she was a role model for young children, and now into her thirties, believed she had "earned the right to [...] express any and every side of [her]self".[43] Addressing the album's sexual content specifically, the singer said "I don't at all have any shame about being sexual and I'm not embarrassed about it and I don't feel like I have to protect that side of me."[19] Several critics described Beyoncé's sex songs as a celebration of monogamous love[image: External link].[23][33][38] "Drunk in Love" is a duet with her husband Jay Z, and features lyrics heavily laden with double entendres[image: External link] that explore lust[image: External link] within their sexual relationship.[39] It fuses intermittent trap[image: External link] beats with heavy bass,[41] skittering synthesizers and drums[image: External link],[44] and Arabic-scale[image: External link] vocal arpeggios[image: External link].[45] Beyoncé's vocals are diverse, including a melodramatic chorus sung in her upper register and a half-rapped second verse.[23] " Blow[image: External link]" veers from a thumping jazz beat[46] created with sparse piano chords[22] and guitars[47] to a "swinging electro-funk groove"[22] with elements of neo-disco.[38] Its erotic, tongue-in-cheek[image: External link] lyrics include a running cunnilingus metaphor of "licking Skittles[image: External link]" in its chorus.[32] The slow-jam " Rocket[image: External link]" is a homage to D'Angelo[image: External link]'s soul-infused "Untitled (How Does It Feel)[image: External link]" (2000).[37][48] Described by Entertainment Weekly's Nick Catucci as a "slippery, six-and-a-half-minute funk excursion",[41] Beyoncé adopts a slow, harmonious vocal[37] as she instructs her love interest to watch her perform a striptease[image: External link].[49]

Much like her previous albums, the record is feminist[image: External link], with greater exploration of gender issues[image: External link] and conflated with "an unwavering look at black female sexual agency."[37][42][51] Soraya McDonald of The Washington Post[image: External link] viewed Beyoncé as significant to black feminism[image: External link] as it celebrates black female sexuality in mainstream music and in the context of hip hop, where it is typically only shown through the male perspective.[51] The album's most explicit commentary on gender is the three-part "Flawless". It opens with the earlier released "Bow Down", before seguing into an excerpt of a speech by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie on the socialization of girls.[32][37] The final part uses a staccato[image: External link], trap beat[32] as Beyoncé reflects on her own feminist attitudes, encouraging self-acceptance among women and criticizing misogynist sentiments.[49][52]

Other songs allude to darker themes of fear and personal insecurities. Beyoncé noted that the album displayed "sides of [her] that only a few people had seen", adding that "all of us want happiness... sometimes you have to take the insecurities to get to the secure place. And all of those things I feel happy to express".[43] Caitlin White of The 405 believed the songs as "hold forth on the most important issues in a woman's life by delving into [the singer's] personal experience with them".[49] "Jealous" addresses fidelity[image: External link] and features lyrics in which the protagonist experiences "promises, suspicion and potential revenge".[37] It contains an "uncanny mix of tones and styles", most prominently a morose bassline replete with electronic yelps.[23] "Mine", a futuristic R&B[image: External link] song[38] with jazz elements,[22] is self-reflective, with lyrics that reference marital strife and difficulties with postnatal depression[image: External link].[40] The neo soul[image: External link] song "Pretty Hurts" is a self-empowerment anthem that decries society's obsession with harmful and unattainable standards of beauty.[23][37][42] The song uses audio snippets of beauty pageants[image: External link] which Beyoncé contested in to frame the song in the context of her childhood.[37]

Beyoncé's vocal production is diverse; several songs are half-rapped and half-sung with particular use of falsetto[image: External link].[23] The Telegraph's Neil McCormick[image: External link] notes that while the singer uses her expansive vocal range[image: External link], unlike her previous releases, she restrains from belting[image: External link] and vocal runs[image: External link] as to increase tension in the music.[39] "No Angel", a chillwave[image: External link] song[21] with influences of minimalist hip hop music,[39] is noted for its use of the falsetto[image: External link] vocal register,[23] with a delivery that is "threatening to fray".[22] The doo wop[image: External link]-inspired duet with Frank Ocean "Superpower" is sung in the lower register of both singers, while employing girl group harmonies[image: External link] similar to Beyoncé's work in Destiny's Child.[22][37][39] The love song "XO" uses several vocal techniques to evoke a celebration of love and life,[53] including echo[image: External link][54] and several hooks[image: External link].[55] Its ascending chorus lines[image: External link] use call and response[image: External link], as well as backing vocals[image: External link] of a sing-along[image: External link] crowd, as Beyoncé sings of how her "darkest nights" are enlightened by her lover's face.[56] The album's closing tracks are midtempo[image: External link] ballads[image: External link] "Heaven" and "Blue". "Heaven" is an emotive, piano-led hymn with gospel[image: External link] elements,[22][37] while "Blue" is built on a piano melody over which Beyoncé sings of the love for her daughter, using her full vocal range.[23][41]
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 Release and reaction







I miss that immersive experience, now people only listen to a few seconds of song on their iPods and they don't really invest in the whole experience. It's all about the single, and the hype. It's so much that gets between the music and the art and the fans. I felt like, I don't want anybody to get the message, when my record is coming out. I just want this to come out when it's ready and from me to my fans.





—Beyoncé discussing her intention behind Beyoncé's unconventional release.[57]


Throughout 2013, Beyoncé worked on the project in strict secrecy, sharing details of the album with a small circle of people and continually shifting the deadline, which was only finalized a week before its release.[27] She later explained that her intent was to reinstate the idea of an album release as a significant, exciting event which had lost meaning in the face of hype created around singles[image: External link].[30]

Tourso was tasked with designing Beyoncé's album cover, which he found difficult considering it was a visual album and thus "inundated with imagery". Over three months he considered over a hundred options, only to proceed with his very first idea. He was inspired by the cover of Metallica[image: External link]'s 1991 eponymous fifth album[image: External link] to create a bold statement, specifically to deviate from a "beauty shot" of Beyoncé which he felt would be expected. He used a font similar to placards used in boxing matches to represent abrasive masculinity, which was contrasted by the greyish-pink font which he described as "a subversion of femininity".[10]

In early December 2013, Beyoncé and her management company Parkwood Entertainment held meetings concerning its release with executives from Columbia Records and the iTunes Store, using the code name "Lily" for the album.[27] On December 9, 2013, Rob Stringer[image: External link], Chairman of Columbia Records, knowingly told media that the album would be released at some point in 2014 and it would be "monumental".[58] On December 13, 2013, the album was released in the early hours of the morning without any prior announcement or promotion exclusively on the iTunes Store[image: External link]. The singer commented that she was "bored" of her music being marketed as it had been done previously, and wanted its release to be a different experience for her fans.[59] The album was available exclusively on iTunes Stores until December 20, 2013, when physical copies were distributed to other retailers.[60]

As soon as the album became exclusively available to iTunes Stores, Sony Music Entertainment[image: External link] handed down an edict that forbade retailers to put the album up for pre-order, as to further protect the exclusivity with iTunes.[61] It was then reported that US retailers Target[image: External link] and Amazon[image: External link][61] refused to sell the physical copy of the album. According to a Target spokesperson, the store was only interested in retailing albums which were released digitally and physically simultaneously.[62] On December 21, 2013, all the videos from the album were screened at the SVA Theater[image: External link] in New York.[63]

The surprising release caused "hilarious, honest and hysterical" reaction among Beyoncé's fans,[64] and "shock" among other musicians.[65] According to data provided by Twitter, the release generated over 1.2 million tweets in 12 hours.[65] Rolling Stone's Rob Sheffield[image: External link] wrote, "Beyoncé has delivered countless surprises in her 15 years on top of the music world, but she's never dropped a bombshell like this... The whole project is a celebration of the Beyoncé Philosophy, which basically boils down to the fact that Beyoncé can do anything the hell she wants to."[38] Peter Robinson[image: External link] of The Guardian hailed the shock release as "Beyoncégeddon", describing it as a "major triumph [...] a masterclass in both exerting and relinquishing control."[66] Forbes[image: External link]' Zack O'Malley Greenburg included Beyoncé on his "Music Industry Winners 2013" list, highlighting the unconventional release of her album.[67] Music journalists have noted that the album's release led to other artists adopting similar strategies, including Drake[image: External link], D'Angelo[image: External link], Azealia Banks[image: External link], J. Cole[image: External link] and Kid Cudi[image: External link].[68] In September 2014, Harvard University[image: External link]'s Business School[image: External link] published a case study on the release strategy of the album which examines its difficult planning and execution, as well as its short-term and long-term impact.[69]
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 Promotion




After the album's release, Beyoncé performed "XO" during the remaining stops of the North American leg of The Mrs. Carter Show World Tour in December 2013.[70][71] In early 2014, she performed "Drunk in Love" for the first time at the 56th Annual Grammy Awards[image: External link] on January 26.[72] " XO[image: External link]"'s first televised performance was at the 2014[image: External link] BRIT Awards on February 19, marking her first performance at the ceremony since the one held in 2004[image: External link].[73][74][75] Later that month, songs from the album were added to the set list of the second European leg of The Mrs. Carter Show World Tour.[76] All the music videos from the album were screened at the 2014 Los Angeles Film Festival[image: External link] on June 13 along with commentary from three of the videos' directors who were present at the ceremony.[77] To further promote the album, Beyoncé embarked on her first co-headlining stadium tour with Jay-Z.[78] The On the Run Tour[image: External link] kicked off in Miami on June 25, 2014 and ended in Paris on September 13, 2014.[78][79] A pre-recorded performance of "Partition" from the tour was broadcast at the 2014 BET Awards[image: External link] on June 29.[80] Beyoncé performed a sixteen-minute medley of the album's songs at the 2014 MTV Video Music Awards[image: External link] on August 24.[81]
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 Singles




Two lead singles were released from Beyoncé. "XO" impacted contemporary hit radio (CHR) in Italy and hot adult contemporary[image: External link] radio in the United States on December 16, 2013.[82][83] The following day, it impacted US urban[image: External link], rhythmic and CHR stations.[84][85][86] "XO" peaked at number forty-five on the US Billboard Hot 100[image: External link] and reached the top twenty in charts around the world.[87] Accompanying the release of "XO", the other lead single "Drunk in Love" was serviced to US urban radio stations on December 17, 2013.[88] It peaked at number two on the US Billboard Hot 100 and number one on the US Hot R&B/Hip-Hop Songs and Rhythmic[image: External link] charts.[89] "Drunk in Love" also peaked at number seven in New Zealand and number nine in France and the United Kingdom.[90][91] The song was certified platinum by the Recording Industry Association of America, denoting sales of one million digital copies.[92]

"Partition" impacted US urban radio on February 25, 2014 as the album's third single.[93] It peaked at number twenty-three on the US Billboard Hot 100 and number one on the US Hot Dance Club Songs[image: External link] chart.[87][94] On April 24, 2014, the music video for the fourth single "Pretty Hurts" was made available for streaming via Time[image: External link] magazine's official website to accompany Beyoncé's feature as one of the world's most influential people.[95] The song impacted US CHR and rhythmic radio on June 10, 2014[96] and UK mainstream radio on June 23, 2014.[97]
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 Critical reception




Beyoncé received widespread acclaim from critics. At Metacritic[image: External link], which assigns a weighted mean[image: External link] rating out of 100 to reviews from mainstream publications, the album received an average score of 85, based on 34 reviews.[99] Critics generally commended the album as thematically and musically bold, as well as emphasizing its visual aspect and surprise release; many said it was her magnum opus[image: External link].[21][22][23][100]

The album's exploration of sexuality was particularly well received by reviewers. The New York Times' chief critic Jon Pareles described the tracks as "steamy and sleek, full of erotic exploits and sultry vocals" noting that "every so often, for variety, they turn vulnerable, compassionate or pro-feminist".[37] Caitlin White, writing for The 405, characterized Beyoncé as a feminist text. She noted that the tracks demonstrate Beyoncé's desire to retain complete sexual agency, while also forgoing the expectations of pop songcraft by placing female pleasure at the forefront unquestioningly.[49] Robert Christgau admired the album's "sex sequence" of songs, where for "over seven well-differentiated tracks", Beyoncé "performs the unlikely feat of conveying an open-ended eroticism that varies because [she] knows eroticism does, for each of us in our individual responses as well as for her".[103] PopMatters' David Amidon similarly praised the album's honest, highly sexual nature, observing it was "her first attempt at bridging an audience, making music that makes the men want to hear what she has to say and the women feel like they can say it to men as well".[104]

Other reviews recognized that the album eschewed contemporary R&B in favor of more experimental compositions. Pitchfork Media[image: External link] writer Carrie Battan wrote that Beyoncé was "exploring sounds and ideas at the grittier margins of popular music" and rejecting "traditional pop structures in favor of atmosphere".[33] Spin's Anupa Mistry felt it was "more textured than its predecessors in both sound and content", and applauded the singer's transition to a maturer sound of "big-hook message pop, multi-directional, mood-shifting suites and delicately resonant R&B ballads".[21] Noting the lack of "guaranteed hits", NME[image: External link] believed that the "low-key, moody production throws the spotlight on the words and the images brought to play" and described it as her most experimental work to date.[35] Rolling Stone's pop critic Rob Sheffield[image: External link] found Beyoncé's boldness among its best attributes, believing the album is at its "strongest when it goes for full-grown electro soul with an artsy boho edge".[38] Mikael Wood of Los Angeles Times highlighted a desire to push creative boundaries among the tracks and admired "how the music similarly blends the intimate and the extravagant",[48] while Entertainment Weekly writer Nick Catucci concluded that the album was characterized by "clashing impulses—between strength and escape, megapop and fresh sounds, big messages and resonant lyrics".[41]

Praise was also reserved for Beyoncé's vocal performance. The Telegraph[image: External link]'s Neil McCormick declared Beyoncé as "one of the most technically gifted vocalists in pop" favoring her "gospel power, hip-hop flow and [huge] range". He was particularly complementary of the vocal restraint displayed across the tracks that was absent from previous releases.[39] Kitty Empire[image: External link] of The Observer[image: External link] noted the diverseness of her vocals on the album's up-tempo songs and found the singer ranging between "squeaky sexed-up falsettos, hood rat rapping, wordless ecstasies and effortless swoops".[42] Clash[image: External link] regarded her voice most effective on the album's ballads, where they commented on how diversely her vocals conveyed feelings of love and described her "power and control [as] breathtaking".[52]
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 Accolades




Despite being released in December when several publications had completed their year-end lists,[66] Beyoncé was ranked the best album of the year by Billboard,[105] Houston Chronicle[image: External link][106] and Los Angeles Times,[107] while Spin ranked it the best R&B album of the year.[108] As of January 2015, Billboard also named Beyoncé as the second best album of the 2010s (so far).[109] The album ranked within the top 10 on lists by Associated Press[image: External link],[110] HitFix[image: External link],[111] MTV News[image: External link],[112] Club Fonograma[image: External link][113] and Digital Spy.[114] Beyoncé was ranked at number eleven on Metacritic's 25 best-reviewed albums of 2013 list.[115] In the annual Pazz and Jop[image: External link] mass critics poll of the year's best in music, the album was ranked number four.[116] Robert Christgau, the poll's creator, ranked it eighteenth on his own year-end list.[117] Some publications included Beyoncé on their 2014 lists, and it was deemed the best album of the year by Vibe[image: External link], Pretty Much Amazing and Nate Chinen of The New York Times.[118]Consequence of Sound[image: External link] listed the effort as the 18th best one from 2014[119] and Tiny Mix Tapes, the 40th one.[120] Pitchfork[image: External link] named "BEYONCÉ" the 14th best album of the decade (2010-2014) so far,[121] FACT listed the album as the 9th best one from the same period.[122] Spin considered the album the 38th best one of the past 30 years (1985-2014)[123] and Q[image: External link] named it one of the greatest albums of the past 30 years.[124]"BEYONCÉ" was also included on the 2016 update of the 1001 Albums You Must Hear Before You Die[image: External link].[125]

The album was nominated for five Grammy Awards at the 2015 ceremony[image: External link] including Album of the Year, Best Urban Contemporary Album, Best Surround Sound Album[image: External link] and Best R&B Song[image: External link] and Best R&B Performance[image: External link] for "Drunk in Love",[126] winning the latter three. In a recreation of an infamous incident[image: External link] at the 2009 MTV Video Music Awards[image: External link],[nb 7] Kanye West briefly appeared on stage during the presentation of the Album of the Year award to Beck[image: External link]'s Morning Phase[image: External link] (2014) in protest of Beyoncé not winning.[128] While it initially appeared to be a joke as West returned to his seat, he said in comments following the ceremony that Beck "needs to respect artistry and he should have given his award to Beyoncé".[129] He later apologized for his comments.[130]

At the 2014 MTV Video Music Awards[image: External link], Beyoncé was presented with the Video Vanguard Award[image: External link] for her work on the visual album, performing a sixteen-minute medley of its songs. Van Tofler, president and CEO of Viacom[image: External link], noted that their choice for the Vanguard Award was influenced by this project, saying, "when [she] put out the record and the way she did it in such a visual way, she was the most obvious choice".[81] She won a further three awards, Best Collaboration for "Drunk in Love" and Best Cinematography and Best Video with a Social Message for "Pretty Hurts".[131] The album was nominated for World's Best Album at the 2014 World Music Awards[image: External link] and Album of the Year at the 2014 MTV Video Music Awards Japan[image: External link].[132][133] It also received two nominations at the 2014 Billboard Music Awards[image: External link] for Top Billboard 200 Album and Top R&B Album, while "Drunk in Love" was nominated for Top R&B Song.[134] At the 2014 mtvU[image: External link] Woodie Awards, Beyoncé won in the category Did It My Way Woodie, awarded for the album's release strategy.[135] It won in the category for Album of the Year at the 2014 Soul Train Music Awards[image: External link] and Favorite Soul/R&B Album[image: External link] at the American Music Awards of 2014[image: External link].[136][137]
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 Commercial performance




During its first day of release in the United States, Beyoncé sold 80,000 units in three hours[138] and a total of 430,000 digital copies within 24 hours.[139] In its second day, the album sold 120,000 units, which brought its two-day sales total to 550,000.[140] Billboard predicted it to sell around 600,000 digital copies by the end of the tracking week on December 15, 2013.[139] Beyoncé debuted at number one on the Billboard 200[image: External link], with three-day sales of 617,213 digital copies.[141][142] This gave Beyoncé her fifth consecutive number-one album, making her the first female artist to have her first five studio albums debut atop the chart.[142] It also became the largest debut sales week for a female artist in 2013, and the highest debut sales week of her solo career. The album also gave her the three largest sales weeks by any female and she became the only female to sell 300,000 copies within a week in 2013 and became the first person this decade to score 300,000 copies in each of its first 3 weeks.[142][143] Beyoncé marks the fourth-largest sales week of an album during 2013, behind Justin Timberlake's The 20/20 Experience[image: External link], Eminem[image: External link]'s The Marshall Mathers LP 2[image: External link] and Drake's Nothing Was the Same[image: External link].[142]

In its second week, the album remained at number one, selling an additional 374,000 copies.[144] Ten days after its release, Beyoncé had sold 991,000 copies in the US, making it the best-selling album by a female artist in 2013.[144][145] A third week at number-one with sales of 310,000 copies brought the album's US sales to 1.3 million after 17 days of release,[146] positioning it as the eighth best-selling album of the year, and the first to enter the year-end top 10 based on just three weeks of sales availability in the Nielsen SoundScan[image: External link] era.[147] In its fourth week, sales reached 1.43 million, surpassing the total sales of Beyoncé's previous album, 4, which was released in 2011 and had sold 1.39 million in total in the two years since its release.[148] Following Beyoncé performing at the 2014 MTV Video Music Awards, sales of the album in the US increased by 181%.[149] The record sold 878,000 copies in the US in 2014 alone, becoming the sixth best-selling album of the year.[150] As of December 2015, Beyoncé has sold 2.3 million copies in the US[151] and has been certified double platinum by the Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA).[152]

On December 16, Apple[image: External link] announced that Beyoncé was the fastest selling album in the history of the iTunes Store, both in the US and worldwide.[141] It sold 828,773 digital copies worldwide in its first three days, and topped the iTunes Store charts in 104 countries.[141] The record was broken by Adele's 25[image: External link] in November 2015, which sold more than 900,000 copies through the iTunes Store on its first day of release.[153] Six days after its release, Beyoncé had sold one million digital copies on iTunes Stores worldwide.[154] Beyoncé debuted at number five on the UK Albums Chart on December 15, with two-day sales of 67,858 digital copies.[155][156] The Official Charts Company's chief executive Martin Talbot noted that "few (if any) albums have sold as many digital copies in such a short space of time."[156] In its fifth week, the album climbed to a new peak of number two.[157] It was certified platinum by the British Phonographic Industry[image: External link] (BPI) on February 7, 2014 denoting shipments of 300,000 copies.[158] As of April 2016, Beyoncé has sold 505,000 copies in the UK.[3]

The album entered the Canadian Albums Chart at number one, with 35,000 digital copies sold.[159] It debuted at number 24 on the French Albums Chart with two-days sales of 12,100 digital copies, and peaked at number 13 in its fifth week.[160] In New Zealand, Beyoncé debuted at number two and was certified gold by Recorded Music NZ for sales of 7,500 copies;[161] it was later certified platinum.[162] The album debuted atop the Netherlands' Dutch Albums Chart, giving Beyoncé her first number-one album in the country.[163] In Australia, Beyoncé entered the ARIA Albums Chart at number two, with first-week sales of 31,102 digital copies.[164] The album topped the chart in its third week, becoming Beyoncé's first number-one album in Australia.[165] It spent three consecutive weeks at number one and was certified platinum by the Australian Recording Industry Association (ARIA) for shipping 70,000 copies.[166] According to the International Federation of the Phonographic Industry (IFPI), in the last 19 days of 2013, the album sold 2.3 million units worldwide, becoming the tenth best-selling album of 2013.[167] The album also went on to become the twentieth best-selling album of 2014.[168] As of November 2014, Beyoncé has sold over 5 million copies worldwide[3] and has generated over 1 billion streams, as of March 2015.[169]
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 Legacy




Beyoncé and her surprise release inspired a shift in the music industry where other artists began releasing music sans prior notice, like Drake[image: External link]'s ''If Your'e Reading This It's Too Late[image: External link]'' mixtape[image: External link] and Kendrick Lamar's ''Untitled Unmastered[image: External link]'',[170] Beyoncé made the marketing strategy of releasing with little or no notice a major trend after the release of the album. This has been widely discussed and even is the primary focus of a Beyoncé case study at Harvard[image: External link]'s School of Business.[171] ''Pull a Beyoncé'' became a part of the music industry vernacular.

Beyoncé's decision to release the album on a Friday as opposed to the traditional Tuesday to resounding success was also an influencing point in the industry's decision to change the global release date: Billboard, Feb. 2015: After seven months of semi-public back-and-forth, a conversation instigated in part by Aussie piracy and Beyonce's surprise release in December 2013 has resulted in the global recording industry accepting Friday as the release date for new albums. As reported in August, the shift will take place this summer.[172] Time Magazine[image: External link] named Beyoncé as one of the most influential people of 2014 due to the album release and wrote: ''Beyoncé doesn’t just sit at the table. She builds a better one. Today she sits at the head of the boardroom table at Parkwood Entertainment. In December, she took the world by surprise when she released a new album, complete with videos, and announced it on Facebook and Instagram. Beyoncé shattered music-industry rules — and sales records''.[173]

In Self-Titled specifically, though throughout the performance of her public persona, Beyoncé makes the tenets of feminism accessible to a wider audience by claiming them as her own. In her role as a Black woman, professional, mother, and proud feminist, Beyoncé effectively has shifted mainstream feminism towards a more intersectional practice. Rather than dissociate from mainstream feminism, as many Black feminists of the past have done (due to its exclusionary practices and ignorance of racism and patriarchy’s intersection), Beyoncé changes the conversation and mainstream feminism to better suit her own needs. As a widely revered public figure, Beyoncé influences cultural understandings of power and privilege in regards to race and gender, and in claiming feminism as her own, she combats many pervasive stereotypes. And, in speaking out against these hierarchies in the widely popular Self-Titled, Beyoncé contributes to Black feminist discourse in an impactful way.[174]

Australian[image: External link] firm Elenberg Fraser[image: External link] has won planning approval for a 226-metre-high Melbourne[image: External link] skyscraper that will feature a curvaceous form taken from the ''Ghost'' music video by Beyoncé.[175]
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 Track listing




Credits adapted from the liner notes of Beyoncé.[12][176]



	Beyoncé – Disc one (Audio)



	No.
	Title
	Writer(s)
	Producer(s)
	Length



	1.
	"Pretty Hurts[image: External link]"
	


	Joshua Coleman[image: External link]

	Sia Furler[image: External link]

	Beyoncé Knowles






	


	Ammo[image: External link]

	Knowles






	4:17



	2.
	" Haunted[image: External link]"
	


	Jordan Asher

	Knowles






	


	Boots

	Knowles






	6:09



	3.
	"Drunk in Love[image: External link]" (featuring Jay Z)
	


	Noel Fisher[image: External link]

	Knowles

	Shawn Carter

	Andre Eric Proctor[image: External link]

	Rasool Diaz

	Brian Soko[image: External link]

	Timothy Mosley[image: External link]

	Jerome Harmon[image: External link]






	


	Detail[image: External link]

	The Order

	Knowles

	
Timbaland[image: External link][b]


	
J-Roc[image: External link][b]


	Boots[b]







	5:23



	4.
	" Blow[image: External link]"
	


	Pharrell Williams[image: External link]

	Knowles

	James Fauntleroy[image: External link]

	Mosley

	Harmon

	Justin Timberlake[image: External link]

	Terius Nash






	


	Williams

	Knowles

	Timbaland[a]

	J-Roc[a]






	5:09



	5.
	"No Angel[image: External link]"
	


	Caroline Polachek[image: External link]

	Knowles

	Patrick Wimberly[image: External link]

	Fauntleroy






	


	Polachek

	Knowles

	Boots[b]






	3:48



	6.
	" Partition[image: External link]"
	


	Terius Nash

	Knowles

	Timberlake

	Mosley

	Harmon

	Dwane Weir[image: External link]

	Mike Dean






	


	Timbaland

	J-Roc

	Timberlake

	Knowles

	Key Wane[image: External link]

	Mike Dean[b]


	Boots[b]







	5:19



	7.
	" Jealous[image: External link]"
	


	Fisher

	Knowles

	Proctor

	Diaz

	Soko

	Asher

	Lyrica Anderson[image: External link]






	


	Detail

	The Order

	Knowles

	Boots[b]

	Hit-Boy[b]

	HazeBanga[b]

	Proctor[b]






	3:04



	8.
	" Rocket[image: External link]"
	


	Miguel Jontel Pimentel[image: External link]

	Knowles

	Timberlake

	Mosley

	Harmon

	Fauntleroy






	


	Timbaland

	Knowles

	J-Roc[a]






	6:31



	9.
	" Mine[image: External link]" (featuring Drake[image: External link])
	


	Noah Shebib[image: External link]

	Aubrey Graham[image: External link]

	Knowles

	Jordan Kenneth Cooke Ullman[image: External link]

	Sidney "Omen" Brown[image: External link]

	Weir






	


	Noah "40" Shebib[image: External link]

	Knowles[c]


	
Majid Jordan[image: External link][b]


	Brown[b]







	6:18



	10.
	" XO[image: External link]"
	


	Nash

	Ryan Tedder[image: External link]

	Knowles






	


	Nash

	Tedder

	Knowles

	Hit-Boy[b]

	HazeBanga[b]






	3:35



	11.
	" ***Flawless[image: External link]" (featuring Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie[image: External link])
	


	Nash

	Knowles

	Chauncey Hollis

	Rey Reel

	Rashad Muhammad






	


	Hit-Boy

	Knowles

	Rey Reel[a]

	HazeBanga[a]

	Boots[b]






	4:10



	12.
	" Superpower[image: External link]" (featuring Frank Ocean)
	


	Williams

	Frank Ocean

	Knowles






	


	Williams

	Knowles[c]

	Boots[b]






	4:36



	13.
	" Heaven[image: External link]"
	


	Asher

	Knowles






	


	Boots

	Knowles






	3:50



	14.
	"Blue" (featuring Blue Ivy)
	


	Asher

	Knowles






	


	Boots

	Knowles






	4:26



	Total length:
	66:35






	Beyoncé – Disc two (Visual)



	No.
	Title
	Director(s)
	Length



	1.
	"Pretty Hurts"
	Melina Matsoukas
	7:04



	2.
	"Ghost"
	Pierre Debusschere
	2:31



	3.
	"Haunted"
	Jonas Åkerlund
	5:21



	4.
	"Drunk in Love" (featuring Jay Z)
	Hype Williams[image: External link]
	6:21



	5.
	"Blow"
	Williams
	5:25



	6.
	"No Angel"
	@lilinternet
	3:53



	7.
	"Yoncé"
	Ricky Saiz
	2:02



	8.
	"Partition"
	Jake Nava[image: External link]
	3:49



	9.
	"Jealous"
	Beyoncé Knowles, Francesco Carrozzini[image: External link], Todd Tourso
	3:26



	10.
	"Rocket"
	Knowles, Ed Burke, Bill Kirstein
	4:30



	11.
	"Mine" (featuring Drake)
	Dubusschere
	4:59



	12.
	"XO"
	Terry Richardson[image: External link]
	3:35



	13.
	"***Flawless" (featuring Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie)
	Nava
	4:12



	14.
	"Superpower" (featuring Frank Ocean)
	Åkerlund
	5:24



	15.
	"Heaven"
	Knowles, Tourso
	3:55



	16.
	"Blue" (featuring Blue Ivy)
	Knowles, Burke, Kirstein
	4:35



	17.
	"Credits"
	 
	2:34



	18.
	"Grown Woman" (bonus video)
	Nava
	4:24



	Total length:
	78:00




Notes


	
^[a] signifies a co-producer

	
^[b] signifies an additional producer

	
^[c] signifies a vocal producer

	"Haunted" contains two parts – "Ghost" and "Haunted". Though presented as one song on audio, it is split into two separate videos.

	"No Angel" is stylized as "No Angel" on the back of CD editions.

	"Partition" contains two parts – "Yoncé" and "Partition". Though presented as one song on audio, it is split into two separate videos.

	"Flawless" is stylized as "***Flawless"

	"Flawless" contains two parts – "Bow Down" and "Flawless", which are presented as one song, and one video. "Bow Down" was initially part of a previously recorded song entitled "Bow Down/I Been On".

	"Grown Woman" is presented after the credits on DVD while it is presented before the credits in digital format.

	"Grown Woman" is written by Mosley, Kelly Sheehan[image: External link], Knowles, Nash, Chris Godbey, Harmon, Darryl Pearson, and Garland Mosley. It is produced by Timbaland, with co-production by Harmon.



Sample credits


	"Partition" contains an interpolation of the French-dubbed version of the 1998 film The Big Lebowski[image: External link], performed by Hajiba Fahmy.

	"Flawless" contains portions of the speech "We should all be feminists", written and delivered by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie[image: External link].

	"Heaven" contains portions of "The Lord's Prayer[image: External link]" in Spanish, performed by Melissa Vargas.
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 Personnel




Credits adapted from Beyoncé's website.[12]

Performers and musicians



	
Beyoncé – lead vocals, background vocals

	
Jay Z – lead vocals (track 3)


	
Drake[image: External link] – vocals (track 9)


	
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie[image: External link] – spoken word voices (track 11)


	
Frank Ocean – lead vocals (track 12)


	Blue Ivy Carter – additional vocals (track 14)


	
Boots – background vocals (tracks 2, 3, 7, 12), piano (track 14), drums (track 14), guitar (track 14), keyboards (track 14)


	
Pharrell Williams[image: External link] – background vocals (track 4)


	
Timbaland[image: External link] – background vocals (track 4)


	
Justin Timberlake[image: External link] – background vocals (tracks 6, 8)


	
Terius "The Dream" Nash – background vocals (tracks 6, 10), additional piano (track 10)


	
Ryan Tedder[image: External link] – background vocals (track 10)


	
Kelly Rowland[image: External link] – background vocals (track 12)


	
Michelle Williams[image: External link] – background vocals (track 12)


	
Sia[image: External link] - background vocals (track 1)


	
Stefan Skarbek[image: External link] – background vocals (track 12)


	Kwane Wyatt – additional background vocals (track 2)


	Hajiba Fahmy - spoken word voices performed by (track 6)


	Melissa Vargas – "The Lord's Prayer" reciting (track 13)


	Katty Rodriguez – horns (track 4)


	Adison Evans – horns (track 4)


	Crystal Torres – horns (track 4)


	Mike Scott – guitar (track 8)


	Dwayne Wright – bass (track 8)


	Margot – violin played by, violin arrangement (tracks 12, 14)


	
Steven Wolf[image: External link] – live drums (track 14)






Technical personnel



	
Beyoncé – executive production, music production (tracks 1–8, 10-11, 13-14), vocal production

	
Ammo[image: External link] – music production (track 1)


	
Boots – music production (tracks 2, 13-14), additional production (tracks 3, 5–7, 11-12), recording (tracks 2, 13, 14), instruments (tracks 2, 3, 7, 11, 13), additional arranging (track 11)


	
Noel "Detail" Fisher[image: External link] – music production (tracks 3, 7)


	
Pharrell Williams[image: External link] – production (tracks 4, 12)


	
Caroline Polachek[image: External link] – music production (track 5), recording (track 5), synths and drum machine (track 5)


	
Timbaland[image: External link] – music production (tracks 6, 8), additional production (track 3), co-production (track 4)


	
Jerome Harmon[image: External link] – music production (track 6), additional production (track 3), co-production (tracks 4, 8)


	
Justin Timberlake[image: External link] – music production (track 6), background vocals (tracks 6, 8)


	
Key Wane[image: External link] – music production (track 6), intro keys and intro music programming (track 9)


	
Noah "40" Shebib[image: External link] – music production (track 9), recording (track 9)


	
Terius "The Dream" Nash – music production (track 10)


	
Ryan Tedder[image: External link] – music production (track 10), recording (track 10), music programming and other instruments (track 10)


	
Hit-Boy – music production (track 11), additional music production (tracks 7, 10), additional drum machine (track 2)


	Rey Reel – co-production (track 11)


	Brian Soko – additional production (track 3)


	
Mike Dean – additional music production (track 6)


	Andre Proctor – additional music production (track 7)


	
Majid Jordan[image: External link] – additional music production (track 9)


	
Sidney "Omen" Brown[image: External link] – additional music production (track 9), additional drum machine (track 9)


	Stuart White – recording (all tracks), mixing (tracks 2, 3, 4, 6, 11, 13), digital editing and musical arrangement (tracks 4, 12), additional mixing (track 5), mix engineering (track 7)


	Chris Godbey – recording (tracks 4, 6, 8), mixing (track 8)


	Bart Schoudel – recording (tracks 4, 6)


	Andrew Coleman – recording (tracks 4, 12), digital editing and musical arrangement (tracks 4, 12)


	Ann Mincieli – recording (track 6)


	Noel Cadastre – recording (track 9)


	
Jordan "DJ Swivel" Young[image: External link] – recording (track 11)


	James Krausse – recording (track 12), mix engineering (tracks 2, 3, 7, 11, 13), assistant mix engineering (track 4), assistant engineering (track 14), mastering (track 1)


	Mike Larson – recording (track 12)


	
Elliot Scheiner[image: External link] - Surround sound mix (all tracks)

	Rob Cohen – recording (track 13)


	Jonathan Lee – recording (track 14)


	
Ramon Rivas – second engineering (tracks 1, 2, 4–11, 13, 14), assistant engineering (tracks 3, 12)


	Rob Suchecki – second engineering (tracks 1, 7, 11)


	Hajiba Fahmy – spoken word voice recording (track 6)


	Derek Dixie – additional synth sounds (tracks 1, 3, 6), additional SFX (track 1), mix consultation (tracks 2–4, 6, 7, 11), horn arrangements (track 4)


	Niles Hollowell-Dhar – additional synth sounds (track 6)


	
Tony Maserati – mixing (tracks 2, 3, 6, 7, 11–14)


	Andrew Scheps – mixing (tracks 5, 10)


	Noel "Gadget" Campbell – mixing (track 9)


	Justin Hergett – mix engineering (tracks 2, 4, 7, 11) assistant mix engineering (tracks 3, 5, 6, 12), assistant engineering (tracks 10, 13, 14)


	Tyler Scott – assistant mix engineering (track 2), assistant engineering (track 11)


	Matt Weber – assistant engineering (tracks 4, 6, 8, 12)


	Jon Castelli – assistant engineering (track 12)


	Christian Humphreys – assistant engineering (track 13)


	Paul Pavao – assistant mix engineering (track 4)


	Edward Valldejuli – assistant mix engineering (track 4)


	
Chris Tabron[image: External link] – mix engineering (track 6), assistant mix engineering (track 12)


	Matt Wiggers – assistant mix engineering (track 6)


	Chris Cannon – assistant mix engineering (track 8)


	Carlos Perezdeanda – second engineering assistant (track 7)


	Tom Coyne – mastering (tracks 2–14)


	Aya Merrill – mastering (tracks 2–14)
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 Weekly charts






	Chart (2013–16)
	Peak

position



	Australian Albums (ARIA)[177]

	1



	Australian Urban Albums (ARIA)[178]

	1



	Austrian Albums (Ö3 Austria)[179]

	12



	Belgian Albums (Ultratop Flanders)[180]

	4



	Belgian Albums (Ultratop Wallonia)[181]

	9



	Brazilian Albums (Billboard)[182]

	3



	
Canadian Albums (Billboard)[183]

	1



	Chinese Albums (Sino Chart[image: External link])[184]

	7



	Croatian Albums Chart[185]

	1



	Cypriot Albums (Official Cyprus Charts)[186]

	2



	Czech Albums (ČNS IFPI)[187]

	5



	Danish Albums (Hitlisten)[188]

	2



	Dutch Albums (MegaCharts)[189]

	1



	Finnish Albums (Suomen virallinen lista)[190]

	5



	French Albums (SNEP)[191]

	13



	German Albums (Offizielle Top 100)[192]

	11



	Greek Albums (IFPI)[193]

	12



	Hungarian Albums (MAHASZ)[194]

	26



	Irish Albums (IRMA)[195]

	2



	Italian Albums (FIMI)[196]

	14



	Japanese Albums (Oricon)[197]

	11



	Mexican Albums (Top 100[image: External link])[198]

	30



	New Zealand Albums (RMNZ)[199]

	2



	Norwegian Albums (VG-lista)[200]

	2



	Polish Albums (ZPAV)[201]

	1



	Portuguese Albums (AFP)[202]

	3



	Scottish Albums (OCC)[203]

	2



	Slovenian Albums Chart (SLO TOP 30[image: External link])[204]

	5



	South African Albums ( RISA[image: External link])[205]

	3



	South Korean Albums Chart ( Gaon[image: External link])[206]

	9



	South Korean International Albums ( Gaon[image: External link])[207]

	2



	Spanish Albums (PROMUSICAE)[208]

	8



	Swedish Albums (Sverigetopplistan)[209]

	27



	Swiss Albums (Schweizer Hitparade)[210]

	4



	Taiwanese International Albums (G-Music)[211]

	2



	UK Albums (OCC)[212]

	2



	UK R&B Albums (OCC)[213]

	1



	US Billboard 200[image: External link][214]

	1



	US Top R&B/Hip-Hop Albums (Billboard)[215]

	1
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 Year-end charts






	Chart (2013)
	Position



	Australian Albums Chart[216]

	23



	Australian Urban Albums Chart[217]

	3



	Belgian Albums Chart (Flanders)[218]

	180



	Brazilian Albums Chart[219]

	7



	Danish Albums Chart[220]

	38



	Dutch Albums Chart[221]

	39



	French Albums Chart[222]

	119



	
New Zealand Albums Chart[image: External link][223]

	28



	South Korean International Albums Chart[224]

	29



	UK Albums Chart[225]

	41






	Chart (2014)
	Position



	Australian Albums Chart[226]

	27



	Australian Urban Albums Chart[227]

	3



	Belgian Albums (Ultratop Flanders)[228]

	17



	Belgian Albums (Ultratop Wallonia)[229]

	41



	Brazilian Albums Chart[230]

	11



	Canadian Albums (Billboard)[231]

	7



	Danish Albums Chart[232]

	78



	Dutch Albums Chart[233]

	15



	French Albums Chart[234]

	93



	Italian Albums Chart[235]

	93



	
New Zealand Albums Chart[image: External link][236]

	12



	Polish Albums Chart[237]

	49



	Swiss Albums Chart[238]

	29



	Taiwanese Albums Chart[239]

	17



	UK Albums Chart[240]

	24



	US Billboard 200[241]

	2



	US Digital Albums (Billboard)[242]

	2



	US Top R&B/Hip-Hop Albums (Billboard)[243]

	1






	Chart (2015)
	Position



	Australian Urban Albums Chart[244]

	15



	Belgian Albums (Ultratop Flanders)[245]

	184



	Danish Albums Chart[246]

	64



	US Billboard 200[247]

	57



	US Top R&B/Hip-Hop Albums (Billboard)[248]

	24






	Chart (2016)
	Position



	Australian Urban Albums Chart[249]

	36



	Danish Albums Chart[250]

	93



	Dutch Albums Chart[251]

	73



	Polish Albums Chart[252]

	69



	Polish International Albums Chart[252]

	20



	US Billboard 200[253]

	97
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 Certifications and sales






	Region
	Certification
	
Certified units/Sales



	Australia (ARIA)[166]

	Platinum
	70,000^




	Brazil (Pro-Música Brasil)[254]

	2× Platinum
	80,000*




	Canada (Music Canada)[255]

	Platinum
	80,000^




	Denmark (IFPI Denmark)[256]

	Platinum
	20,000^




	France (SNEP)[257]

	Gold
	100,000[258]




	Ireland (IRMA)[259]

	Gold
	7,500^




	Netherlands (NVPI)[260]

	Platinum
	50,000^




	New Zealand (RMNZ)[162]

	Platinum
	15,000^




	Poland (ZPAV)[261]

	Platinum
	20,000*




	South Korea
	
	3,333[262]




	Spain (PROMUSICAE)[263]

	Gold
	20,000^




	Switzerland (IFPI Switzerland)[264]

	Gold
	15,000^




	United Kingdom ( BPI[image: External link])[158]

	Platinum
	505,000[3]




	United States (RIAA)[265]

	2× Platinum
	2,300,000[151]




	Summaries



	Worldwide
	
	5,000,000[3]
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 Release history






	Region
	Date
	Format
	Label
	Ref.



	Worldwide
	December 13, 2013
	Digital download
	


	Parkwood Entertainment

	Columbia
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	Australia
	December 20, 2013
	CD[image: External link] + DVD[image: External link]
	[267]



	France
	[160]



	New Zealand
	[268]



	Poland
	[269]



	United Kingdom
	[270]



	United States
	[271][272]



	Mexico
	December 26, 2013
	[273]



	Turkey
	January 3, 2014
	[274]



	Portugal
	January 13, 2014
	[275]



	Japan
	February 12, 2014
	Sony Music Entertainment Japan[image: External link]
	[276]



	New Zealand
	March 21, 2014
	CD + Blu-ray[image: External link]
	


	Sony Music Entertainment[image: External link]

	Sony DADC[image: External link]






	[277]



	United States
	July 15, 2014
	Double vinyl[image: External link] + DVD
	Columbia
	[278]



	Belgium
	November 24, 2014
	CD
	


	Parkwood Entertainment

	Columbia






	[279]



	Poland
	November 25, 2014
	Sony Music Entertainment Poland
	[280]



	Japan
	December 24, 2014
	Sony Music Entertainment Japan[image: External link]
	[281]
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 See also





	Beyoncé: Platinum Edition

	Beyoncé discography

	List of Billboard 200 number-one albums of 2013[image: External link]

	List of Billboard 200 number-one albums of 2014[image: External link]

	List of Billboard number-one R&B albums of 2013[image: External link]

	List of Billboard number-one R&B albums of 2014[image: External link]

	List of number-one albums of 2013 (Canada)[image: External link]

	List of number-one albums of 2014 (Canada)[image: External link]

	List of number-one albums of 2014 (Australia)[image: External link]

	List of UK R&B Chart number-one albums of 2013[image: External link]

	List of UK R&B Chart number-one albums of 2014[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ Although the original announcement for Revel Presents: Beyoncé Live was of three nights (May 25—27),[5] a fourth night (May 28) was added due to demand.[6]


	
^ "Bow Down/I Been On" does not feature on Beyoncé, only its first part—"Bow Down"—exists as part of the track "Flawless".[10]


	
^ Using pitched-down vocals (often known as screwed vocals[image: External link]) is a signature of Southern hip hop, specifically the Houston hip hop scene where it originates. Joseph Patel of MTV writes about its creator DJ Screw[image: External link] and how "members of his south Houston crew, the Screwed Up Click, say that Screw was playing around with his turntables in 1991 and serendipitously discovered that dramatically reducing the pitch of a record yielded a mellow, heavy sound that resonated with the slowed-down pace of H-Town."[14]


	
^ "Haunted" is a two-part song which is sometimes known as "Ghost/Haunted". The audio disc combines both parts and refers to it collectively as "Haunted", while the visual disc recognizes them as different videos.[12]


	
^ Although "Standing on the Sun" and "Grown Woman" were removed from the audio track listing, "Grown Woman" was added as a bonus video on the DVD.[12]


	
^ Chris DeVille, writing in Stereogum five months after Beyoncé's release argues that alternative R&B reached its saturation point in early 2014. He identifies Beyoncé as an artist whose recent output experimented with alternative sounds within the R&B genre, thus making her music more accessible to typical fans of underground music despite her being one of "R&B's foremost superstars".[34]


	
^ The highly-publicized incident—sometimes dubbed " Kanyegate[image: External link]"—refers to West's interruption of Taylor Swift during her acceptance speech for the Best Female Video award at the 2009 MTV Awards. West took the microphone from Swift in protest of Beyoncé's "Single Ladies (Put a Ring on It)[image: External link]" (2008) not winning, declaring it "one of the best videos of all time".[127]
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Single (music)





In music[image: External link], a single or record single is a type of release[image: External link], typically a song recording[image: External link] of fewer tracks than an LP record[image: External link], an album[image: External link] or an EP record. This can be released for sale to the public in a variety of different formats. In most cases, a single is a song that is released separately from an album[image: External link], although it usually also appears on an album. Typically, these are the songs from albums that are released separately for promotional uses such as digital download or commercial radio airplay and are expected to be the most popular. In other cases a recording released as a single may not appear on an album.

As digital downloading and audio streaming have become more prevalent, it is often possible for every track on an album to also be available separately. Nevertheless, the concept of a single for an album has been retained as an identification of a more heavily promoted or more popular song (or group of songs) within an album collection.

Despite being referred to as a single, singles can include up to as many as three tracks on them. The biggest digital music distributor, iTunes[image: External link], accepts as many as three tracks less than ten minutes each as a single, as well as popular music player Spotify[image: External link] also following in this trend.[1] Any more than three tracks on a musical release or longer than thirty minutes in total running time is either an Extended Play[image: External link] (EP) or if over six tracks long, its classed as an Album[image: External link].
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 Early history




The basic specifications of the music[image: External link] single were made in the late 19th century, when the gramophone record[image: External link] began to supersede phonograph cylinders[image: External link] in commercially produced musical recordings. Gramophone discs were manufactured with a range of playback speeds (from 16 rpm[image: External link] to 78 rpm) and in several sizes (including 12-inch/30 cm). By about 1910, however, the 10-inch (25 cm), 78 rpm shellac[image: External link] disc had become the most commonly used format.

The inherent technical limitations of the gramophone disc defined the standard format for commercial recordings in the early 20th century. The relatively crude disc-cutting techniques of the time and the thickness of the needles used on record players[image: External link] limited the number of grooves per inch that could be inscribed on the disc surface, and a high rotation speed was necessary to achieve acceptable recording and playback fidelity. 78 rpm was chosen as the standard because of the introduction of the electrically powered, synchronous turntable motor in 1925, which ran at 3600 rpm with a 46:1 gear ratio, resulting in a rotation speed of 78.26 rpm.

With these factors applied to the 10-inch format, songwriters and performers increasingly tailored their output to fit the new medium. The 3-minute single remained the standard into the 1960s, when the availability of microgroove recording and improved mastering techniques enabled recording artists to increase the duration of their recorded songs. The breakthrough came with Bob Dylan[image: External link]'s "Like a Rolling Stone[image: External link]". Although CBS tried to make the record more "radio friendly" by cutting the performance in half and spreading it over both sides of the vinyl, both Dylan and his fans demanded that the full six-minute take be placed on one side and that radio stations play the song in its entirety.[2]
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 Types




Singles have been issued in various formats, including 7-inch (18 cm), 10-inch (25 cm), and 12-inch[image: External link] (30 cm) vinyl[image: External link] discs (usually playing at 45 rpm); 10-inch (25-cm) shellac discs (playing at 78 rpm); cassette, 8 and 12 cm (3- and 5-inch) CD singles[image: External link] and 7-inch (18 cm) plastic flexi discs[image: External link]. Other, less common, formats include singles on digital compact cassette[image: External link], DVD[image: External link], and LD[image: External link], as well as many non-standard sizes of vinyl disc (5-inch/12 cm, 8-inch/20 cm, etc.). Some artist release singles on records, a trend more common in musical subcultures.[3]
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 7-inch format




The most common form of the vinyl single is the 45 or 7-inch. The names are derived from its play speed, 45 rpm, and the standard diameter, 7 inches (18 cm).

The 7-inch 45 rpm record was released 31 March 1949 by RCA Victor[image: External link] as a smaller, more durable and higher- fidelity[image: External link] replacement for the 78 rpm[image: External link] shellac discs.[4] The first 45 rpm records were monaural[image: External link], with recordings on both sides of the disc. As stereo[image: External link] recordings became popular in the 1960s, almost all 45 rpm records were produced in stereo by the early 1970s. Columbia, which had released the 33 ⅓ rpm 12-inch vinyl LP in June 1948, also released 33 ⅓ rpm 7-inch vinyl singles in March 1949, but they were soon eclipsed by the RCA Victor 45. The first 45 rpm record created was "PeeWee the Piccolo" RCA Victor 47-0146 pressed 7 December 1948 at the Sherman Avenue plant in Indianapolis, R.O. Price, plant manager.[5] The first release of the 45 came in seven translucent colors, one for each type of music: dark blue 52-xxxx light classics series, light blue 51-xxxx international series, yellow 47-xxxx juvenile series, bright red (cerise) 50-xxxx blues/spiritual series, deep red 49-xxxx classical series, green (teal) 48-xxxx country series, and black 47 -xxxx popular series.[6]
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 12-inch format




Although 7 inches remained the standard size for vinyl singles, 12-inch singles[image: External link] were introduced for use by DJs[image: External link] in discos[image: External link] in the 1970s. The longer playing time of these singles allowed the inclusion of extended dance mixes of tracks. In addition, the larger surface area of the 12-inch discs allowed for wider grooves (larger amplitude) and greater separation between grooves, the latter of which results in less cross-talk. Consequently, they "wore" better, and were less susceptible to scratches. The 12-inch single is still considered a standard format for dance music[image: External link], though its popularity has declined in recent years.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 DVD single




A DVD single is a music single in the form of a DVD[image: External link].[7] The format was introduced in the late 1990s/early 2000s as a replacement for the VHS single[image: External link]. Although many record companies in the United States refused to issue CD singles[image: External link], they readily issued DVD singles, and some popular DVD singles include Kelly Clarkson[image: External link]'s "A Moment Like This[image: External link]", Jessica Simpson[image: External link]'s "With You[image: External link]", Beyoncé' "Crazy in Love[image: External link]" and Iron Maiden[image: External link]'s "Satellite 15... The Final Frontier[image: External link]". The DVD single never really caught on in the U.S[image: External link], but became very popular in other countries such as Japan. However, many popular acts in the U.S. release their albums with a bonus disc featuring music videos or live performances, and behind-the-scenes footage. In the UK where up to 3 physical formats are eligible for the chart, DVD singles are quite common (with the single available on DVD as well as CD and/or vinyl record[image: External link]). As with other single formats, DVD singles have a limited production run, often causing them to become collector's items.
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 Recording Industry Association of America certifications




According to Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA), a music video single is defined as 1-2 songs per video OR under 15 minutes running time. In 2003, the first certified platinum and gold music DVD singles were certified by the RIAA.[7] A DVD single with "Let Go" and "Sk8er Boi" by Avril Lavinge was certified platinum by the RIAA at this time, and a DVD single by Pink that had videos of "Family Portrait" and "Don't Get Me" were certified gold.[7]
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 Australia




In Australia, there is a set of children's cartoon DVDs known as DVD Singles, named so because they feature one episode of the cartoon.
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 Japan




Since around 2003 in Japan, it has become very common for an artist's singles and albums to be released both in the CD format and the CD+DVD format. The DVD comes in the same case as the CD and most of the time, there is similar but different cover art to differentiate the two. An example is Ayumi Hamasaki[image: External link]'s 2005 single " Fairyland[image: External link]". The CD+DVD format is more expensive (usually around ¥800 more for singles) and usually contains music videos, and sometimes a "making of" section or other bonus material. Japanese singer-songwriter Ayumi Hamasaki has been credited as the "creator of the CD+DVD format." Nowadays, the Japanese music conglomerate Hello! Project[image: External link] releases corresponding DVD singles for almost all of its CD single releases. The company calls them Single Vs[image: External link]. A Single V usually contains a music video for the title song plus several more of its versions and a making-of[image: External link]. The DVD singles are popular and chart in the generic Oricon DVD sales chart, due to non-existence of a separate DVD single ranking in Japan.
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 United Kingdom




In the United Kingdom, McFly[image: External link] released a DVD single for their song "Please, Please" in 2006.[8]
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 United States




Noteworthy early DVD singles in the United States include:


	
Sly and Robbie[image: External link], "Superthruster" – 9 February 1999

	
Björk[image: External link], "All Is Full of Love[image: External link]" – 12 October 1999

	
Madonna[image: External link], " Music[image: External link]" – 5 September 2000. This was the first DVD single released by Warner Reprise Video[image: External link].[9]
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 Culture




The sales of singles are recorded in record charts[image: External link] in most countries in a Top 40[image: External link] format. These charts are often published in magazines and numerous television shows[image: External link] and radio[image: External link] programs count down the list. In order to be eligible for inclusion in the charts the single must meet the requirements set by the charting company, usually governing the number of songs and the total playing time of the single.

In popular music[image: External link], the commercial and artistic importance of the single (as compared to the EP[image: External link] or album[image: External link]) has varied over time, technological development, and according to the audience of particular artists and genres. Singles have generally been more important to artists who sell to the youngest purchasers of music (younger teenagers[image: External link] and pre-teens[image: External link]), who tend to have more limited financial resources. Perhaps the golden age of the single was on 45s[image: External link] in the 1950s to early 1960s in the early years of rock music[image: External link].[4] Starting in the mid-sixties, albums became a greater focus and more important as artists created albums of uniformly high quality and coherent themes, a trend which reached its apex in the development of the concept album. Over the 1990s and early 2000s, the single generally received less and less attention in the United States as albums, which on compact disc[image: External link] had virtually identical production and distribution costs but could be sold at a higher price, became most retailers' primary method of selling music. Singles continued to be produced in the UK and Australia, surviving the transition from compact disc to digital download.

The discontinuation of the single has been cited as a major marketing mistake by the record companies considering it eliminated an inexpensive recording format for young fans to use to become accustomed to purchasing music. In its place was the predominance of the album which alienated customers by the expense of purchasing an expensive format for only one or two songs of interest. This in turn encouraged interest in file sharing[image: External link] software on the internet[image: External link] like Napster[image: External link] for single recordings initially which began to seriously undercut the music recording market.[10]

Dance music[image: External link], however, has followed a different commercial pattern, and the single, especially the 12-inch vinyl single, remains a major method by which dance music is distributed.

Single sales in the United Kingdom reached an all-time low in January 2005, as the popularity of the compact disc was overtaken by the then-unofficial medium of the music download.[11] As a result, downloads were gradually introduced into the UK Singles Chart from April 2005 to January 2007. Sales gradually improved in the following years, reaching a record high in 2008 and that further being overtaken in 2009, 2010 and 2011.[12] Portable audio players, which make it extremely easy to load and play songs from many different artists, are claimed to be a major factor behind this trend.

A related development has been the popularity of mobile phone ringtones[image: External link] based on pop singles (on some modern phones, the actual single can be used as a ringtone). In September 2007, Sony BMG[image: External link] announced they would introduce a new type of CD single, called "ringles", for the 2007 holiday season. The format included three songs by an artist, plus a ringtone accessible from the user's computer. Sony announced plans to release 50 ringles in October and November, while Universal Music Group[image: External link] expected to release somewhere between 10 and 20 titles.[13]

In a reversal of this trend, a single has been released based on a ringtone itself. The Crazy Frog[image: External link] ringtone, which was a cult hit in Europe in 2004, was released as a mashup[image: External link] with "Axel F[image: External link]" in June 2005 amid a massive publicity campaign and subsequently hit #1 on the UK charts.

The term "single" is sometimes regarded as a misnomer since one record usually has 2 songs on it, when considering the "A" and "B" sides[image: External link]. In 1982, CBS marketed one-sided singles at a lower price than two-sided singles.[14]

On 17 April 2005, Official UK Singles Chart added the download format to the existing physical CD singles. Selling on downloads alone Gnarls Barkley[image: External link] was the first act to reach No.1 in April 2006. It was released physically the following week. On 1 January 2007 digital downloads (including unbundled album tracks[15][16]) became eligible from the point of release, without the need for an accompanying physical.[17]
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Sorry (Beyoncé song)





"Sorry" is a song recorded by American singer Beyoncé for her sixth studio album Lemonade (2016). It was written and produced by Wynter Gordon, Sean "Melo-X" Rhoden and Beyoncé, with Hit-Boy serving as a co-producer and Stuart White as an additional producer. Columbia Records serviced it to radio stations as the album's second single on May 3, 2016. "Sorry" is an electro[image: External link]-R&B song with a thumping rhythm created by drum beats[image: External link], synthesizers[image: External link] and bells[image: External link]. The song's lyrics revolve around the protagonist dealing with betrayal of a companion with a woman. Due to the numerous allegations featured in the song, media linked its subject matter to the singer and her spouse, Jay Z. It debuted and peaked at number eleven on the US Billboard Hot 100[image: External link].

The song's music video[image: External link] is part of a one-hour film with the same title as its parent album, Lemonade, which originally aired on HBO on April 23, 2016. It was later released to Vevo on June 22, 2016 as the first standalone clip from the album. It features a spoken word poetry by Somali-English poet Warsan Shire, Beyoncé dancing along with a group of female dancers with painted bodies and a cameo appearance by tennis player Serena Williams[image: External link]. Beyoncé performed "Sorry" live during The Formation World Tour (2016).
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 Background and recording




"Sorry" was written and produced by Wynter Gordon, Sean "Melo-X" Rhoden and Beyoncé.[1] Hit-Boy served as the track's co-producer, Stuart White handled the additional production and Beyoncé was responsible for the vocal production. It was recorded with the guidance of Stuart White at the The Beehive Studios in Los Angeles[image: External link]. White also handled the song's audio mixing[image: External link] and mix engineering[image: External link]. The mastering[image: External link] of "Sorry" was finished by Dave Kutch at two studios: The Mastering Palace NYC and Pacifique Recording Studios located in North Holywood. Chrissy Collins provides backing vocals[image: External link] throughout the song.[1]

Beyoncé first heard of "Melo-X" after he had released an EP[image: External link] titled Yoncé-X (2014) consisting of remixes of songs from her fifth self-titled studio album. That same year, he collaborated with her on various projects, including On the Run, her co-joint tour with Jay Z.[2] The following year, "Melo-X" was invited to work with the singer during the sessions for her sixth studio album, Lemonade; two of the tracks he worked on, "Hold Up" and "Sorry" were included on its final track listing. During an interview with Pitchfork Media[image: External link], he elaborated about his work on "Sorry", recalling that it was written in the summer of 2015.[2] While conceiving the track, "Melo-X" tried to incorporate dancehall[image: External link] influences, something that was part of his culture as a Jamaican. He described the idea behind "Sorry" as "pretty simple": "It was just some cool keys, drum patterns, and we started putting down vocal ideas and lyric ideas".[2] Later, Hit-Boy contributed to the song, adding various sounds and layers. "Melo-X" further pointed out that "Sorry" was a "vital point" on the record due to "all these different emotions and different sounds and different layers".[2] "Sorry" was sent to rhythmic adult contemporary radio in the US on May 3, 2016 as the album's second single.[3] It was also serviced to contemporary hit radio stations in Italy and the US on May 6 and May 10, 2016 respectively.[4][5]
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 Composition and lyrical analysis




"Sorry" is an up-tempo electro[image: External link]-R&B track with a thumping and bleeping beat.[6][7] Drowned in Sound[image: External link] writer Giuseppe Zevolli called it an emulation of early 2000s[image: External link] R&B.[8] The 405's Samantha O'Connor described it as an "electro-infused" track.[9] It is instrumentally complete with shattering drum beats[image: External link], synthesizers[image: External link] and bells[image: External link], the latter instruments prominent throughout the chorus.[8][10][11] The Atlantic[image: External link] writer Spencer Kornhaber likened the electronic layers of "Sorry" to the 2015 eponymous song[image: External link] by Justin Bieber[image: External link]. He further found its chorus similar to Top 40[image: External link] music, but with a "glassy-eyed distance to the song, a purposeful malaise".[12] Mike Wass of the website Idolator felt that "Sorry" was intended as a female response to "I Don't Fuck with You[image: External link]" (2014) by Big Sean[image: External link] and further found similar phrases.[13]

The song's lyrics revolve around the protagonist's cheating lover and her way of dealing with the adultery[image: External link]. Following the release of Lemonade speculations arose about the singer's husband Jay Z's alleged infidelity with a mistress referred to as "Becky". Jon Pareles in The New York Times pointed out that many of the accusations were "aimed specifically and recognizably" at him.[14] Similarly, Rob Sheffield of Rolling Stone magazine noted the lines "Suck on my balls, I've had enough" were an "unmistakable hint" that the lyrics revolve around Jay Z."[15] Alexis Petridis[image: External link] from The Guardian[image: External link] also interpreted the lines as Beyoncé declaring she was prepared to abandon him and take her daughter along. He also found the lyrics "Big homie better grow up" as a reference of the self-given title by Jay Z during his guest appearance on their past collaboration "Crazy in Love[image: External link]" (2003).[16] NME[image: External link] writer Larry Bartleet was of the opinion that the singer was "thrillingly honest sucker-punch" on the song's lyrics aimed at Jay Z.[10] On the other hand, Lindsay Mannering from Bustle[image: External link] magazine felt that it was hard to determine whether the lyrics were inspired by the pair's private life due to the prominent usage of innuendos[image: External link]. However, she later clarified that although the song may not necessarily be autobiographical, "Beyonce has a tendency to reveal her truth through music... so it's possible that 'Sorry' references her emotions after Jay allegedly cheated on her".[17]

"Sorry" has been described as a defiant, spiteful song exemplified in the lyrics, "Looking at my watch, he shoulda been home".[18] The song opens with the lyrics of the hook[image: External link] "Sorry, I ain't sorry", with the protagonist seemingly apologizing for something, but as it turns out later, she adopts an unapologetic stance realizing she was the victim.[17] It features the lyrics "Boy bye" and gives an instruction to put the middle fingers up; the singer finds personal empowerment in those lines.[19] The protagonist talk-sings the lines "Today I regret the night I put that ring on" in which she expresses regret over the decision of marrying her husband.[9][14] She also tells her love interest that she wrote a "Dear John-type letter[image: External link]" for him. During one part, she sings about putting her deuces up which clarifies that she is over the relationship.[20] Andre Grant of HipHopDX[image: External link] noted how the song was a proof of the fast-shifting emotions the protagonist feels throughout "Sorry" as seen in the lines "I ain't sorry / Boy, bye", "He only want me when I'm not there / He better call Becky with the good hair" and "Let's take a toast to the good life / Suicide before you see this tear fall down my eye".[11] Zevolli also opined that the song's second part is "by far one of the most surprising mood-swings on the record".[8]
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 Critical reception




Corinne Heller of E! Online dubbed "Sorry" as the "most controversial song" on Lemonade due to the alleged infidelity and "Becky with the good hair" mistress discussed in the lyrics.[21] Amy Zimmerman, writing for The Daily Beast deemed "Sorry" by far the most iconic single and coined it as the song which "introduced the world to Jay Z's most infamous alleged mistress, 'Becky with the good hair'".[22] She also felt that the "incredibly shade-laden line" was similar to "Drake's iconic 'Courtney from Hooters on Peachtree' reference".[23] Spin journalist Greg Tate credited the line mentioning Becky for "breaking the Internet" and praised the fact that it was potent enough to promote the new material by the singer with "few dollops of viral poesy and self-inflicted gossip-mongering".[24] Comparing "Sorry" to Beyoncé's own "style-banger" " 7/11[image: External link]", Jillian Mapes in a review for Pitchfork Media[image: External link] noted how "she turns his side-chicks into memes, which will inevitably become 'better call Becky with the good hair' sweatshirts that Beyoncé can sell for $60 a pop".[25] Vulture's Dee Lockett deemed the song to be a "surefire club" hit from the album with an "instant-quotable line".[26] Ray Rahman from Entertainment Weekly called it a "middle fingers up anthem" which was "sure to be sung by spurned lovers for as long as there are Beckys with good hair".[27] PopMatters writer Evan Sawdey opined that "the middle-finger anthem 'Sorry'... come[s] from a new place, one that is distinct, palpable, and yes, relatable".[28] NME writer Larry Bartleet wrote that the singer expresses a "sorry, not sorry" stance in the song and noted how in the lyrics "suck on my balls", "the sense of release is palpable".[10] Emily Blake from the website Mashable[image: External link] called the song "the fiercest kissoff we've seen from Bey so far".[29]

A Rap-Up[image: External link] writer deemed the "Boy, bye" line as one of the album's catchiest lyrics.[30] Kitty Empire of The Observer called it "electrifying".[31] Shahzaib Hussain from Clash[image: External link] magazine dubbed "Sorry" as "another dazzling feminist club anthem, but with a grittier underbelly, the production off-kilter but no less invigorating".[32] Pretty Much Amazing's Peter Tabakis wrote that the tracks "Sorry" and "6 Inch" on Lemonade were "the equivalent of a post-bloodbath hair flip and door slam".[33] Another writer of the same publication named "Sorry" the album's "zeitgeist-capturing single".[34] Rob Sheffield[image: External link] of Rolling Stone was highly positive of the singer's voice capabilities, saying they were "the most astounding sound... as she pushes to her bluesiest extremes, like the hilariously nasty way she sneers, 'He's always got them fucking ex-cuuuu-ses.'[15] Now[image: External link]'s Kevin Ritchi, noted how by the time the story line of Lemonade comes to the anthemic "Sorry, "[t]he poison darts become sharper... and so do her vocals".[35] HipHopDX's Andre Grant emphasized "Sorry" for being "particularly ear worming" with its "softly chiming" bells.[11] Jon Pareles from The New York Times summarized it as "twitchy, flippant song that's by no means an apology" but "a combative, unglossy track on an album full of them" instead.[14] Writing in The 405, Samantha O'Connor classified "Sorry" as "flippant and fierce".[9] Drowned in Sound writer Zevolli called it a "standout" on Lemonade.[8] Maeve McDermott of USA Today opined in his review that although the song was not the most meaningful one by the singer, "it's a breezy, beautiful kiss-off that's enough to tell every below-average person in your life, 'Boy, bye.'"[36] A more mixed review came from Idolator's Mike Wass who felt that the track felt "safe" and concluded, "It's a bouncy, infinitely-quotable bop with an infectious, radio-friendly chorus, but the lyrics let it down." However, Wass went on to write that it "makes up for [its lack in finesse] in bluster and called the Becky line "an overnight pop culture phenomenon".[13]

Pitchfork[image: External link] named "Sorry" the 41th best song of 2016,[37] while Complex[image: External link][38] and Spin,[39] the 12th best. In the annual Village Voice's Pazz & Jop mass critics poll of the year's best in music in 2016, "Sorry" was ranked at number 15.[40] Billboard ranked "Sorry" at number two on their "100 Best Pop Songs of 2016" list: “Between "Tell 'em boy bye" memes and the "Becky with the good hair" witchhunt, Beyonce's "Sorry" ignited more online chatter than most non- Trump[image: External link] political campaigns this year. But more importantly, Beyonce executes one miraculous vocal tonal shift after another on "Sorry," going from pissed-off exasperation to dignity at any cost ("Suicide before you see this tear"), to small-voiced vulnerability at the very end. On "Sorry," Beyonce proves your life doesn't have to be perfect for you to remain flawless.”[41]
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 Commercial performance




After the release of Lemonade, "Sorry" managed to appear on several international music charts. It debuted on the US Billboard Hot 100[image: External link] chart at number 11 on May 2, 2016, becoming Beyoncé's second best debut on the chart above her singles "Ring the Alarm[image: External link]" (2006) and "Drunk in Love[image: External link]" (2013). It was only surpassed by " Formation[image: External link]", which entered the chart at number 10 in the same week.[42] In its second week, the song held its peak position, being the only track of the album to do so.[43][44] "Sorry" also entered on the Hot R&B/Hip-Hop songs[image: External link] chart at number 7, becoming Beyoncé's twenty-fifth top-ten single on the chart and climbed up to number four the following week.[42] According to streaming service Tidal, "Sorry" was streamed 14.2 million times in five days in the US.[42] As of September 2016, "Sorry" has sold 808,787 downloads in the United States.[45] In Canada, the song debuted and peaked at a position of 40 on the Canadian Hot 100[image: External link] for the week ending of May 14, 2016.[46]

On the UK Singles Chart, "Sorry" debuted at number 33 on May 5, 2016. The following week, it remained in the same position and then moved to the position of 99, before falling off on May 19, 2016 after three consecutive weeks of charting.[47] On the UK R&B Singles[image: External link] chart it peaked at number nine in its second week of charting.[48] In Australia, the single peaked at number 74 on the ARIA Singles Chart[image: External link] on May 7, 2016.[49] On the component Urban Singles chart in the same country, the song attained a peak position of eight.[50] Elsewhere, it charted at number 62 in France and 82 in Ireland and Sweden.[51][52][53][54]
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 Music video
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 Development and synopsis




A music video[image: External link] for the song, directed by Kahlil Joseph and Beyoncé herself, was included on the parent visual album as part of a one-hour film which premiered on HBO on April 23, 2016. It was later released through Beyoncé's official Vevo account on June 22, 2016 as the first standalone clip to be released from Lemonade following its release in April.[55] It is filmed in black and white[image: External link] and features a cameo appearance by tennis player Serena Williams[image: External link]. Williams was asked to keep her appearance secret prior to the release of the clip.[21] Beyoncé wanted to include her in the video due to the "personification of strength" she represented; she was approached by the director and Beyoncé who were both interested in her contribution to that particular song. While filming, Beyoncé told Williams "just be really free and just dance like nobody's looking and go all out".[56]

In the context of the album's main storyline which follows a woman dealing with her love interest's cheating affair, "Sorry" is placed in the middle, during the stage called "apathy"; the clips opens with that word written across the screen.[7] Beyoncé is then heard reciting a spoken-word poem about infidelity written by Warsan Shire over the slow melody of a jewelry box playing a theme from Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky[image: External link]'s ballet Swan Lake[image: External link].[57][58] The poem included the lines "So what are you gonna say at my funeral, now that you've killed me?" and "Ashes to ashes, dust to side chicks", the latter text referencing verses from the Bible[image: External link].[23][59]

As the song begins, the visual moves to scenes showing the singer with braided hair dancing along with females dressed in tribal costumes and with painted faces and bodies in a Southern mansion and a city bus emblazoned with the words "Boy Bye"; bopping and putting their middle fingers up is a part of their dance choreography in line with the song's lyrics.[60][61] Adelle Platon of Billboard noted that the dancers' body paint was inspired by Yoruba people[image: External link].[62] The body painting was called "Sacred Art of the Ori" by Nigerian artist Laolu Senbanjo.[63] Chris Kelly from Fact pointed out how it served as "part of a web of connections between Beyoncé and her lover, Africa and America, pop music and classical".[64] Williams is also seen in numerous scenes moving around the mansion dressed in a black bodysuit and twerking[image: External link] next to Beyoncé who is sitting on a chair resembling a throne.[65][66] The final scenes see Beyoncé dancing on and in front of the bus, before she closes the clip singing the infamous line "He better call Becky with the good hair".[59]
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 Reception




Writing for Rolling Stone, Brittany Spanos summarized that Beyoncé and Williams "dance away heartbreak" in the "stark" clip.[59] Chris Mench of Complex[image: External link] magazine felt the clip was a "tour-de-force of everything fans love about Bey".[60] Cosmopolitan[image: External link]'s Gina Mei noted how the fact that Beyoncé was surrounded by "gorgeous, powerful, and independent women" throughout the video made it "a tour de force, and it's all kinds of empowering".[67] Similarly, Zimmer from The Daily Beast noted how the singer was accompanied by "crews of beautiful black women everywhere she goes" in the "good old-fashioned girls rule, boys drool banger".[23] Emily Blake from Mashable.com described the video as "the most epic, middle-finger filled girls-only party this great nation has seen".[29] Houston Chronicle[image: External link] journalist Andrea Waguespack described the visual as "[h]eavy with African influences" and its opening as "chilling".[57] Similarly, Alyssa Bailey in a review for Elle[image: External link], called the opening monologue "chilling" and pointed out how it becomes "a mesmerizing dance number, flawlessly executed by Beyoncé" afterwards.[68] Carl Williott, writing for Idolator noted how the opening monologue and Williams's cameo were "intact" to the "kiss-off".[69] Alexis Rhiannon from Bustle[image: External link] praised the fact that Beyoncé decided to release "Sorry" as a standalone video in the same form as it appeared on Lemonade.[70] Sarah Murphy of Exclaim! called the clip "already-iconic" when it was released to Vevo.[19] Joi-Marie McKenzie from ABC News[image: External link] felt that Beyoncé was "having the time of her life" while dancing her worries away with the group of females.[71]

InStyle[image: External link]'s Kelsey Glein felt that the video's best part was Williams's cameo appearance.[61] PopSugar[image: External link] journalist Quin Keaney wrote that it features "memorable cameo and dance session" with Williams.[72] Refinery29[image: External link] writer Carolyn L. Todd described the tennis player's dancing as "free and beautiful".[73] Caroline Framke of the website Vox[image: External link] was positive of Williams's cameo appearance and defiant dancing to the song's beat. She noted how its best part was the opening poem which was used to introduce the song in the corresponding film and felt that the lines she recited successfully showed that "she ain't sorry".[7] Nate Jones of Vulture.com[image: External link] felt her dancing should be "marveled" at.[74] Carey O'Donnell from Paper magazine[image: External link] summarized the clip as a "raucous, fierce ladies night, featuring fellow icon Serena Williams, in all her twerking glory".[75] Sophie Hirsh from Mashable pointed out "Sorry" as an album highlight and praised the "endless fierceness" of Beyoncé and Williams.[76] Clash magazine's Shahzaib Hussain felt that the clip for "Sorry" appeared during the album's "feverish" moments. Hussain further summarized the clip as "Queen of the sporting world Serena Williams twerking up a storm while Beyoncé looks on like a Madam, proud of her creation".[32] The video was nominated for Best Choreography at the 2016 MTV Video Music Awards, but lost to "Formation".[77][78]
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 Live performances




"Sorry" is part of the set list[image: External link] of the The Formation World Tour (2016) with the first performance taking place in Miami at the Marlins Park[image: External link] on April 27.[79] The song was performed second during the concerts and the singer appeared on stage alone for the beginning of the performance.[80] She was then joined by female back-up dancers who performed a choreography in line with the song's lyrics, which included putting their middle fingers up.[81][82] Dee Lockett, writing for Vulture, felt that the inclusion of "Formation" and "Sorry" as the first two songs on the concerts was a "no-brainer opening".[83] Michael Cerio of CBS[image: External link] classified the performance as "fiery".[81] The Sun Chronicle[image: External link] reviewer Lauren Carter chose the performance of "Sorry" as one of the show's highlights.[84] The Guardian writer Caroline Sullivan noted how during the performance of "the bitterest songs" of Lemonade, "Sorry" and "Don't Hurt Yourself", "she's a pillar of rage".[85] On May 2, 2016, Yuna[image: External link] covered the song during a concert at The Sinclair in Massachusetts.[86] French singer Christine and the Queens[image: External link] also performed the song on BBC's Radio 1's Live Lounge.[87]
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Credits adapted from Lemonade liner notes[image: External link].[1]


	Song credits





	
Writing[image: External link] – Diana "Wynter" Gordon, Sean "MeLo-X" Rhodan, Beyoncé Knowles


	
Production[image: External link] – "MeLo-X", Knowles, Gordon,

	Co-producer – Hit-Boy


	Additional production – Stuart White

	Vocal production – Beyoncé

	Additional programming – B.Carr

	Recording – Stuart White; The Beehive, Los Angeles, California

	Second engineering[image: External link] – Ramon Rivas

	
Backing vocals[image: External link] – Chrissy Collins

	
Audio mixing[image: External link] – Stuart White; Pacifique Recording Studios; North Hollywood, California

	
Mix engineering[image: External link] – Stuart White, John Cranfield (assistant)


	
Mastering[image: External link] – Dave Kutch; The Mastering Palace NYC, Pacifique Recording Studios, North Holywood, California






	Video credits





	
Director[image: External link] – Kahlil Joseph, Beyoncé Knowles Carter

	Producer – Onye Anyanwu

	Editor – Bill Yukich

	
Production designer[image: External link] – Hannah Beachler

	Stylist – Marni Senofonte

	Poetry film adaptation – Warsan Shire
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 Weekly charts






	Chart (2016)
	Peak

position



	Australia (ARIA)[49]

	74



	Australia Urban Singles (ARIA)[50]

	8



	Canada (Canadian Hot 100[image: External link])[46]

	40



	Euro Digital Songs (Billboard)[51]

	20



	France (SNEP)[52]

	62



	Ireland ( IRMA[image: External link])[53]

	82



	Netherlands Digital Songs (Billboard)[88]

	7



	Scotland (Official Charts Company[image: External link])[89]

	30



	Sweden (Sverigetopplistan)[54]

	82



	UK R&B (Official Charts Company[image: External link])[48]

	7



	UK Singles (Official Charts Company)[47]

	33



	US Billboard Hot 100[image: External link][90]

	11



	US Hot R&B/Hip-Hop Songs (Billboard)[91]

	4



	US Mainstream Top 40[image: External link] (Billboard)[92]

	33



	US Rhythmic[image: External link] (Billboard)[93]

	7
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 Year-end charts






	Chart (2016)
	Position



	
US Billboard Hot 100[image: External link][94]

	71
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 Certifications






	Region
	Certification
	
Certified units/Sales



	United States (RIAA)[95]

	Platinum
	1,000,000



	
^shipments figures based on certification alone

sales+streaming figures based on certification alone
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 Release history






	Region
	Date
	Format
	Label
	Ref.



	United States
	May 3, 2016
	Top 40 Rhythmic
	


	Parkwood

	Columbia






	[3]



	Italy
	May 6, 2016
	Top 40 Mainstream
	[4]



	United States
	May 10, 2016
	[5]
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Hold Up (song)





"Hold Up" is a song recorded by American singer Beyoncé for her sixth studio album, Lemonade (2016). The song was serviced to rhythmic radios in the United States on August 16, 2016 as the third single from the album. It was written by Diplo, Ezra Koenig, Beyoncé, Emile Haynie, Josh Tillman, MNEK[image: External link] and Sean "Melo-X" Rhoden.

The song contains a sample of "Can't Get Used to Losing You", written by Doc Pomus and Mort Shuman; an interpolation of "Maps", performed by Yeah Yeah Yeahs and written by Brian Chase, Karen O and Nick Zinner; and an interpolation of "Turn My Swag On", written by Soulja Boy[image: External link], Antonio Randolph, Kevin McConnell. Ezra Koenig's Tweet from 2011, "hold up...they don't love u like i love u" had confused people as the song was written in 2011 but, as he explained on Twitter, it was just a random tweet at the time.[2] A demo of "Hold Up" was first written and recorded by Diplo and Koenig in 2014, using a sample of "Maps".[3]

"Hold Up" received a Grammy[image: External link] nomination for Best Pop Solo Performance at the 59th ceremony.
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 Critical reception




Pitchfork Media[image: External link]'s Ryan Dombal named "Hold Up" as the "Best New Track" of the day, calling Beyoncé's vocals "emotive" and stating "The music has no weight, no place, no time—a calypso dream heard through walls and generations...When Beyoncé works in the pained refrain of Yeah Yeah Yeahs' “Maps,” she makes it glorious while allowing our memories to hint at the anguish underneath."[4]

Slant considered the song the 4th best one of 2016,[5] while Pitchfork[image: External link] named it the 28th best.[6] The song would later be voted in Village Voice's Pazz & Jop best in music in 2016, the 18th best single of the same period.[7] Billboard ranked "Hold Up" at number 23 on their "100 Best Pop Songs of 2016" list: “Beyonce’s Lemonade was designed for memes… and tweets… and gifs. But ask anyone the image that defines the album, and you’re likely to see a shot from “Hold Up”.”[8]
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 Commercial performance




After the release of Lemonade, "Hold Up" debuted and peaked on the US Billboard Hot 100[image: External link] chart at number 13.[9] "Hold Up" also entered on the Hot R&B/Hip-Hop songs[image: External link] at number 8.[9] In overseas charts, the song entered in multiple digital charts in top 5: Denmark, Greece, Netherlands, New Zealand and Norway.
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 Music video




The song's music video is part of a one-hour film with the same title as its parent album, originally aired on HBO but also not included with the purchase of the album itself. The Jonas Åkerlund-directed video features Beyoncé destroying multiple cars and security cameras using a baseball bat. According to Mashable, Knowles also makes reference of Oshun, a Yoruba goddess of water, fertility, love, sensuality.[10] It received two nominations at the 2016 MTV Video Music Awards for Best Female Video and Best Art Direction, winning the former.[11][12] One week later, Beyoncé released the music video on her YouTube and Vevo channels.[13]
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 Live performances




"Hold Up" is part of the set list of the The Formation World Tour with the first performance taking place in Miami at the Marlins Park[image: External link] on April 27, 2016.[14]

"Hold Up" was also performed as part of a medley of songs from Lemonade at the 2016 MTV Video Music Awards on August 28, 2016, along with "Pray You Catch Me", "Sorry", "Don't Hurt Yourself", and " Formation[image: External link]".
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 Weekly charts






	Chart (2016)
	Peak

position



	Australia (ARIA)[15]

	25



	Australia Urban Singles (ARIA)[16]

	1



	Belgium ( Ultratip[image: External link] Flanders)[17]

	1



	Canada (Canadian Hot 100[image: External link])[18]

	37



	Denmark Digital Songs (Billboard)[19]

	3



	Euro Digital Songs (Billboard)[20]

	4



	Finland Download (Suomen virallinen latauslista)[21]

	14



	France (SNEP)[22]

	14



	Greece Digital Songs (Billboard)[23]

	3



	Hungary (Single Top 40)[24]

	13



	Ireland ( IRMA[image: External link])[25]

	52



	Netherlands Digital Songs (Billboard)[26]

	1



	New Zealand Heatseeker Singles ( RMNZ[image: External link])[27]

	1



	New Zealand Digital Songs (Billboard)[28]

	1



	Norway Digital Songs (Billboard)[29]

	3



	Scotland (Official Charts Company[image: External link])[30]

	6



	Spain ( PROMUSICAE[image: External link])
	37



	Sweden (Sverigetopplistan)[31]

	77



	UK Singles (Official Charts Company)[32]

	11



	UK R&B (Official Charts Company[image: External link])[33]

	3



	US Billboard Hot 100[image: External link][34]

	13



	US Hot R&B/Hip-Hop Songs (Billboard)[35]

	6



	US Rhythmic[image: External link] (Billboard)[36]

	17
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	Chart (2016)
	Position



	Australia Urban (ARIA)[37]

	21



	Belgium (Ultratop Flanders Urban)[38]

	45
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	Region
	Certification
	
Certified units/Sales



	Australia (ARIA)[39]

	Gold
	35,000^




	United Kingdom ( BPI[image: External link])[40]

	Silver
	200,000



	United States (RIAA)[41]

	Gold
	500,000



	
^shipments figures based on certification alone

sales+streaming figures based on certification alone
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 Radio and release history






	Region
	Date
	Format
	Label
	Ref.



	Germany
	May 12, 2016
	Contemporary hit radio
	Sony[image: External link]
	[42]



	United Kingdom
	Columbia
	[43]



	Italy
	May 27, 2016
	Sony
	[44]



	United States
	August 16, 2016
	Rhythmic contemporary
	


	Parkwood

	Columbia






	[45]



	Urban contemporary[image: External link]
	[46]
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Freedom (Beyoncé song)





"Freedom" is a song recorded by American singer Beyoncé featuring American rapper Kendrick Lamar for her sixth studio album, Lemonade (2016). The song was written by Jonny Coffer, Beyoncé, Carla Marie Williams[image: External link], Dean McIntosh and Kendrick Lamar; it contains samples of "Let Me Try", written by Frank Tirado, performed by Kaleidoscope; samples of "Collection Speech/Unidentified Lining Hymn", recorded by Alan Lomax in 1959, performed by Reverend R.C. Crenshaw; and samples of "Stewball", recorded by Alan Lomax and John Lomax, Sr. in 1947, performed by Prisoner "22" at Mississippi State Penitentiary at Parchman. Its production was handled by Beyoncé, Coffer and veteran hip hop record producer Just Blaze[image: External link].

Upon its release, "Freedom" managed to appear on various music charts. It peaked at number 35 in the US, on the Billboard Hot 100[image: External link] and 40 in the UK. The song's music video is part of a one-hour film with the same title as its parent album, originally aired on HBO.[3] Beyoncé performed the song live as part of the set list of The Formation World Tour (2016) and at the BET Awards 2016. It received a nomination for Best Rap/Sung Performance at the 2017 Grammy Awards.
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 Background




The song was written by Jonny Coffer, Beyoncé, Carla Marie Williams, Dean McIntosh (Arrow Benjamin), Lamar, Frank Tirado, Alan Lomax and John Lomax, Sr. while its production was handled by Coffer, Beyoncé and hip hop record producer Just Blaze[image: External link]. It contains three musical samples: "Let Me Try", written by Frank Tirado, performed by Kaleidoscope[image: External link]; "Collection Speech/Unidentified Lining Hymn" (1959), recorded by Alan Lomax, performed by Reverend R.C. Crenshaw; and "Stewball" (1947), recorded by Alan Lomax and John Lomax, Sr., performed by Prisoner "22" at Mississippi State Penitentiary at Parchman.[4] "Freedom" was mixed[image: External link] and recorded by Stuart White at Pacifique Recording Studios and The Beehive respectively. Its audio engineering[image: External link] was finished by Ramon Rivas with the assistance of John Cranfield. Arrow Benjamin, who collaborated with Beyoncé on "Runnin' (Lose It All)[image: External link]" by musician Naughty Boy[image: External link] in 2015, served as the backing vocalist[image: External link].[4] Boots and Myles William were responsible for the programming[image: External link] while Dave Kutch mastered[image: External link] the song at The Mastering Palace NYC in North Holywood, California. Marcus Miller and Canei Finch played the bass[image: External link] and additional piano[image: External link] in "Freedom".[4] On February 7, 2016, right after the Super Bowl halftime show in which Beyoncé performed Formation, a commercial announcing The Formation World Tour aired with a then unknown instrumental, which turned out to be the Freedom instrumental.
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 Critical reception




Pitchfork[image: External link] named the song "Best New Track", with the editor Britt Jullious commenting "After songs of paranoia, anger, and revenge, we finally get a song that speaks truth to Beyoncé’s deep well of feelings. Bathed in psychedelic, synthetic organs and a propulsive drum beat, the track cuts straight, providing an alternative narrative of personal redemption. It is also the explanatory work on Lemonade."[5]

Later in the year, Consequence of Sound[image: External link] named the song the best one of 2016.[6] "Freedom" was voted in Village Voice's Pazz & Jop the 36th best single of 2016.[7]
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 Chart performance




After the release of Lemonade, "Freedom" debuted on the US Billboard Hot 100[image: External link] chart at number 35 along with every other track from the album on May 2, 2016.[8] It also entered on the Hot R&B/Hip-Hop songs[image: External link] chart at number 21. In Canada, the song debuted and peaked at a position of 60 on the Canadian Hot 100[image: External link].[9] On the UK Singles Chart, "Freedom" debuted at the position of 40 for the chart issue dated May 5, 2016.[10] The following week it descended five position before falling off the chart afterwards.[11] It set a peak position of 15 on the UK R&B Singles[image: External link] on May 12, 2016.[12] In Australia, "Freedom" peaked at 62 and six on the Australian ARIA Singles Chart and Australian Urban Chart respectively.[13][14] In France, "Freedom" debuted at its peak position of 53 on April 30, 2016, spending a total of three weeks on the singles chart.[15] It ranked higher in Spain, where it climbed at number 37 on the country's chart.[16] On the Belgian Ultratop Singles Chart in the Flanders region, "Freedom" attained a peak position of 27 in its second week of charting on May 14, 2016. It spent a total of eight weeks on that chart.[17]
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 Live performances




"Freedom" is part of the set list of the The Formation World Tour with the first performance taking place in Miami at the Marlins Park[image: External link] on April 27, 2016.[18] The song was performed during the concert's last act, in a large pool of water on the tour's secondary B-stage[image: External link]. Beyoncé and her dancers perform a choreographed dance, splashing in the water.[19]

Beyoncé performed "Freedom" with Kendrick Lamar as the opening number at the 2016 BET Awards on June 26. It opened with a voice-over of Martin Luther King, Jr.[image: External link]'s "I Have a Dream[image: External link]" speech as female dancers marched towards the main stage.[20][21] For the performance, Beyoncé was backed by dancers wearing tribal patterns, and performed a stomping choreography in a pool of water, similar to the one performed during The Formation Tour. The stage was illuminated by red and yellow lights and filled with pyrotechnics and smoke throughout the performance. Lamar joined her towards the second half of the song, appearing from below the floor, performing his lines. Towards the end, he joined Beyoncé in the pool, where they both stomped in the water.[22][23] Billboard praised their performance for its dynamic and intense choreography and its political themes.[23]

Time[image: External link] writer Nash Jankins opined that the "intense, thoroughly choreographed" performance of the song with the King snippet, was a further proof of Beyoncé becoming more politically involved with her music.[20] Similarly, August Brown of Los Angeles Times deemed the rendition "powerful, politically and aesthetically charged," and felt that it was evocative of concepts found on Lemonade with its "Hurricane Katrina[image: External link] floods, imagery of the African diaspora, and the relationships between personal and national traumas". Brown went on saying that the politically charged performance came in during a right time, when the matters of black pride[image: External link], xenophobia[image: External link] and racial justice[image: External link] were highly discussed and finished his review by concluding that watching Beyoncé and Lamar perform was "a consummation of everything good and right in pop music today".[24] The Daily Beast's Marlow Stern called it the show's "shock opener" with its themes of slavery and the Black Lives Matter[image: External link] movement, and noted how seeing the duo perform together was "truly a sight to behold".[21] Matthew Dessem, writing for Slate magazine, noted how the "spectacular" performance was suitable for being an Olympic opening ceremony[image: External link]. He praised both singers for being in their top forms, with Beyoncé particularly being "note-perfect" and summarized the performance as "the rare case of a performer as hyped as Beyoncé actually exceeding sky-high expectations".[25]
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 Credits and personnel




Credits adapted from Lemonade liner notes[image: External link].[4]



	
Writing[image: External link] – Beyoncé, Jonny Coffer, Carla Marie Williams, Dean McIntosh, Lamar, Frank Tirado, Alan Lomax, John Lomax, Sr.


	
Production[image: External link] – Coffer, Beyoncé, Just Blaze[image: External link]


	Vocal production – Beyoncé

	
Audio mixing[image: External link] – Stuart White; Pacifique Recording Studios, North Hollywood, California

	Recording – Stuart White, Arthur Chambazyan (assistant); The Beehive, Los Angeles, California

	Second engineering[image: External link] – Ramon Rivas

	Assistant mix engineering – John Cranfield

	
Backing vocals[image: External link] – Arrow Benjamin

	Additional programming[image: External link] – Boots, Myles William

	
Bass[image: External link] – Marcus Miller

	Additional piano[image: External link] – Canei Finch

	
Mastering[image: External link] – Dave Kutch; The Mastering Palace NYC, Pacifique Recording Studios, North Hollywood, California
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 Weekly charts






	Chart (2016)
	Peak

position



	Australia (ARIA)[13]

	62



	Australia Urban Singles (ARIA)[14]

	6



	Belgium (Ultratop 50 Flanders)[17]

	27



	Canada (Canadian Hot 100[image: External link])[9]

	60



	Euro Digital Songs (Billboard)[26]

	15



	France (SNEP)[15]

	53



	Ireland ( IRMA[image: External link])[27]

	95



	Norway Digital Songs (Billboard)[28]

	10



	Scotland (Official Charts Company[image: External link])[29]

	26



	Spain (PROMUSICAE)[16]

	37



	Sweden Heatseeker Songs (Sverigetopplistan)[30]

	5



	Sweden Digital Songs (Billboard)[31]

	5



	UK Singles (Official Charts Company)[10]

	40



	UK R&B (Official Charts Company[image: External link])[12]

	15



	US Billboard Hot 100[image: External link][32]

	35



	US Hot R&B/Hip-Hop Songs (Billboard)[33]

	21
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 Year-end charts






	Chart (2016)
	Position



	Belgium (Ultratop Flanders Urban)[34]

	23
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 Release history






	Region
	Date
	Format
	Label
	Ref.



	Italy
	September 9, 2016
	Contemporary hit radio
	Sony[image: External link]
	[1]



	United Kingdom
	September 23, 2016
	[35]
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All Night (Beyoncé song)





"All Night" is a song recorded by American singer Beyoncé for her sixth studio album, Lemonade (2016). It was written and produced by Diplo and Beyoncé, while being co-written by Henry "King Henry" Allen, who was also responsible for co-production, Timothy Thomas, Theron Thomas, Ilsey Juber[image: External link], Akil King, Aman Tekleab,Jae-Smash, Jaramye Daniels, André Benjamin, Patrick Brown and Antwan Patton.

A reggae[image: External link]-tinged track,[2] "All Night" features "sprinklings" of horns and strings in its instrumentation, while sampling the brass line from Outkast's song "SpottieOttieDopaliscious". The song was sent to rhythmic contemporary radio as the album's fifth single on December 6, 2016.[3] Lyrically, the song talks about forgiveness and rebuilding trust after infidelity, with the protagonist trying to rekindle the passion with her lover. The song's music video is part of a one-hour film with the same title as its parent album, originally aired on HBO.
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 Critical response




Entertainment Weekly listed "All Night" at number 15 on their list of best songs of the year,[4] with the editor Leah Greenblat commenting "It makes sense that a sweet, tender lullaby of a love song would garner less attention in the immediate wake of Mrs. Carter’s firebomb Lemonade revelations, but it would be a shame to miss this low-key stunner, one of the all-time finest odes to a subject pop music hardly ever deigns sexy enough to address: long-term monogamy." Consequence of Sound[image: External link] included the song at number 38 on their year-end ranking[5] and USA Today, at number 3.[6] The song would later be voted in Village Voice's Pazz & Jop the 46th best single of 2016.[7]
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 Commercial performance




After the release of Lemonade, "All Night" debuted on the Billboard Hot 100[image: External link] chart at number 38. The song also debuted on the Hot R&B/Hip-Hop songs[image: External link] chart at number 23.[8] In overseas charts, although not being an official single, the song entered the top 10 in Sweden's digital charts.
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 Music video




The music video for the song was released to YouTube on November 30, 2016.[9] Zendaya, who is an American singer, actress, and dancer, makes a cameo in this music video.
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 Live performances




"All Night" is part of the set list of the The Formation World Tour with the first performance taking place in Miami at the Marlins Park[image: External link] on April 27, 2016.[10]
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	Chart (2016–17)
	Peak

position



	Australia Urban Singles (ARIA)[11]

	15



	Belgium ( Ultratip[image: External link] Flanders)[12]

	4



	Canada (Canadian Hot 100[image: External link])[13]

	73



	France (SNEP)[14]

	71



	Hungary (Rádiós Top 40)[15]

	30



	Scotland (Official Charts Company[image: External link])[16]

	57



	Sweden Heatseeker Songs (Sverigetopplistan)[17]

	8



	Sweden Digital Songs (Billboard)[18]

	10



	UK Singles (Official Charts Company)[19]

	60



	UK R&B (Official Charts Company[image: External link])[20]

	23



	US Billboard Hot 100[image: External link][21]

[22]

	38



	US Hot R&B/Hip-Hop Songs (Billboard)[23]

	23
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	Region
	Date
	Format
	Label
	Ref.



	Italy
	December 2, 2016
	Contemporary hit radio
	Sony[image: External link]
	[24]



	United States
	December 6, 2016
	Rhythmic contemporary
	[3]



	United Kingdom
	December 16, 2016
	Contemporary hit radio
	[25]
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Concept Album





A concept album is an album[image: External link] unified by a larger purpose or meaning to the album collectively than to its tracks individually.[3][4] This may be achieved through a single central narrative[image: External link] or theme,[5] or through a sense of artistic cohesiveness.[6] The exact criteria of a "concept album" varies, with no discernible consensus.[2][4]

The format originates with folk[image: External link] singer Woody Guthrie[image: External link]'s Dust Bowl Ballads[image: External link] (1940) and subsequently popularized by traditional pop[image: External link] singer Frank Sinatra[image: External link]'s 1940s–50s string of albums, but the term is more often associated with rock music[image: External link]. In the 1960s, several well-regarded concept albums were released by various rock bands, which eventually led to the invention of progressive rock[image: External link] and the rock opera[image: External link]. Since then, many concept albums have been released across many different musical genres[image: External link].
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 Definitions




Concepts[image: External link] are general ideas, thoughts, or abstract notions.[7] There is no clear definition of what constitutes a "concept album".[7][2] Fiona Sturges of The Independent stated that the concept album "was originally defined as a long-player where the songs were based on one dramatic idea – but the term is subjective."[2] A precursor to this type of album can be found in the 19th century song cycle[1] which ran into some of the same difficulties in classification.[8] The extremely broad definitions of a "concept album" could potentially encompass all soundtracks[image: External link], compilations[image: External link], cast recordings[image: External link], greatest hits albums[image: External link], tribute albums[image: External link], Christmas albums[image: External link], and live albums[image: External link].[8]

The most common definitions refer to an expanded approach to the rock album format (as a story, play, or opus), or a project that either revolves around a specific theme or a collection of related materials.[8] AllMusic writes, "A concept album could be a collection of songs by an individual songwriter or a particular theme -- these are the concept LPs that reigned in the '50s ... the phrase 'concept album' is inextricably tied to the late 1960s, when rock & rollers began stretching the limits of their art form."[9] Author Jim Cullen describes it: "a collection of discrete but thematically unified songs whose whole is greater than the sum of its parts ... sometimes [erroneously] assumed to be a product of the rock era."[3] Author Roy Shuker defines concept albums and rock operas[image: External link] as albums that are "unified by a theme, which can be instrumental, compositional, narrative, or lyrical. ... In this form, the album changed from a collection of heterogeneous songs into a narrative work with a single theme, in which individual songs segue into one another."[5]
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 1940s–60s: Origins




Yes[image: External link] keyboardist Rick Wakeman[image: External link] considers the first concept album to be Woody Guthrie's[image: External link] 1940 album Dust Bowl Ballads[image: External link].[10] The Independent regards it as "perhaps" one of the first concept albums, consisting exclusively of semi-autobiographical songs about the hardships of American migrant labourers during the 1930s.[11]

Singer Frank Sinatra[image: External link] recorded several concept albums prior to the 1960s rock era, including In the Wee Small Hours[image: External link] (1955) and Frank Sinatra Sings for Only the Lonely[image: External link] (1958).[3] Sinatra is sometimes credited as the inventor of the concept album,[12] beginning with The Voice of Frank Sinatra[image: External link] (1946), which led to similar work by Bing Crosby[image: External link]. According to biographer Will Friedwald: "Sinatra sequenced the songs so that the lyrics created a flow from track to track, affording an impression of a narrative, as in musical comedy[image: External link] or opera[image: External link]. ... [He was the] first pop singer to bring a consciously artistic attitude to recording."[13][nb 1]

The author Carys Wyn Jones writes that the Beach Boys[image: External link]' Pet Sounds[image: External link] (May 1966), the Beatles[image: External link]' Revolver[image: External link] (August 1966) and Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band[image: External link] (1967), and the Who[image: External link]'s Tommy[image: External link] (1969) are variously cited as "the first concept album", usually for their "uniform excellence rather than some lyrical theme or underlying musical motif".[15] Commentators and historians frequently cite Pet Sounds as the first concept album of rock music.[16][nb 2] According to music critic Tim Riley[image: External link], "Strictly speaking, the Mothers of Invention[image: External link]'s Freak Out![image: External link] [June 1966] has claims as the first 'concept album', but Sgt. Pepper was the record that made that idea convincing to most ears."[18][nb 3] Musicologist Allan Moore says that "Even though previous albums had set a unified mood, it was on the basis of the influence of Sgt. Pepper that the penchant for the concept album was born."[21][nb 4]

There exists claims for other records as "early" or "first" concept albums. In the early 1960s, concept albums began featuring highly in American country music[image: External link], but the fact has been largely ignored by rock/pop fans and critics who would only begin acknowledging "concept albums" as a phenomenon nearly ten years later.[22] The 100 Greatest Bands of All Time (2015) states that the Ventures[image: External link] "pioneered the idea of the rock concept album years before the genre is generally acknowledged to have been born".[23] Ultimate Guitar[image: External link]'s Matt Springer says that the Beach Boys' Little Deuce Coupe[image: External link] (1963) is "considered to be one of the earliest examples of a rock concept album".[24] Brian Boyd[image: External link] of The Irish Times[image: External link] names the Kinks[image: External link]' Face to Face[image: External link] (October 1966) as the first concept album: "Written entirely by Ray Davies[image: External link], the songs were supposed to be linked by pieces of music, so that the album would play without gaps, but the record company baulked at such radicalism. It’s not one of the band’s finest works, but it did have an impact."[25]
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 1960s–70s: Rock operas and progressive rock




See: Rock opera[image: External link] and Progressive rock[image: External link]


Author Bill Martin relates the assumed concept albums of the 1960s to progressive rock[image: External link]:


In discussions of progressive rock, the idea of the "concept album" is mentioned frequently. If this term refers to albums that have thematic unity and development throughout, then in reality there are probably fewer concept albums than one might first think. Pet Sounds and Sergeant Pepper's do not qualify according to this criterion ... However, if we instead stretch the definition a bit, to where the album is the concept, then it is clear that progressive rock is entirely a music of concept albums—and this flows rather directly of Rubber Soul[image: External link] (December 1965) and then Revolver (1966), Pet Sounds, and Sergeant Pepper's. ... in the wake of these albums, many rock musicians took up "the complete album approach."[26]



Popmatters[image: External link]' Sarah Zupko notes that while the Who's Tommy is "popularly thought of as the first rock opera, an extra-long concept album with characters, a consistent storyline, and a slight bit of pomposity", it is preceded by the shorter concept albums Ogdens' Nut Gone Flake[image: External link] (Small Faces[image: External link], 1968) and S.F. Sorrow[image: External link] (The Pretty Things[image: External link], 1968).[27] Author Jim Cullen states: "The concept album reached its apogee in the 1970s in ambitious records like Pink Floyd[image: External link]'s Dark Side of the Moon[image: External link] (1973) and the Eagles[image: External link]' Hotel California[image: External link] (1977)."[3] In 2015, Rolling Stone ranked Dark Side of the Moon number one among the 50 greatest prog albums of all-time, also noting the LP's stature as the second best-selling album of all time.[28] Pink Floyd's The Wall[image: External link] (1979), a semi-autobiographical story modeled after the band's Roger Waters[image: External link] and Syd Barrett[image: External link], is one of the most famous concept albums by any artist.[29][nb 5]

According to author Edward Macan, concept albums as a recurrent theme in progressive rock was directly inspired by the counterculture associated with "the proto-progressive[image: External link] bands of the 1960s", observing: "the consistent use of lengthy forms such as the programmatic song cycle of the concept album and the multimovement suite underscores the hippies' new, drug-induced conception of time."[31]
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 1980s–present: Decline and return to popularity




With the emergence of MTV[image: External link] as a music video[image: External link] network[image: External link] which valued single over album, concept albums became less dominant in the 1980s.[3][2] Some artists, however, still released concept albums and experienced success in the 1990s and 2000s.[2] NME[image: External link]'s Emily Barker cites Green Day[image: External link]'s American Idiot[image: External link] (2005) as one of the "more notable" examples,[29] having brought the concept album back to high-charting positions.[32] Dorian Lynskey, writing for GQ[image: External link], noted a resurgence of concept albums in the 2010s due to streaming: "This is happening not in spite of the rise of streaming and playlists, but because of it. Threatened with redundancy in the digital era, albums have fought back by becoming more album-like."[33] Cucchiara argues that "concept albums" should also describe "this new generation of concept albums, for one key reason. This is because the unison between the songs on a particular album has now been expanded into a broader field of visual and artistic design and marketing strategies that play into the themes and stories that form the album."[1]
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 Notes






	
^ In the late 1940s, Boogie-Woogie[image: External link] and Stride[image: External link] pianist Pete Johnson[image: External link] recorded an early concept album, House Rent Party (1946), in which he starts out playing alone, supposedly in a new empty house, and is joined there by other players. Each has a solo single backed by Johnson, and then the whole group plays a jam session together.[14]


	
^ The Beach Boys' Brian Wilson[image: External link] said of Pet Sounds: "It wasn't really a song concept album, or lyrically a concept album; it was really a production concept album."[17]


	
^ Frank Zappa[image: External link] said that within Freak Out!, "It wasn't as if we had a hit single and we needed to build some filler around it. Each tune had a function."[19] The Beatles' John Lennon[image: External link] commented: "Sgt. Pepper is called the first concept album, but it doesn't go anywhere ... it works because we said it worked."[20]


	
^ He continues that: "Things might have looked different had Brian Wilson[image: External link] and the Beach Boys managed to complete the album Smile[image: External link] at the time. ... it would have suggested an entirely different possible line of development for the concept album, wherein parts of tracks reappeared in others producing a form frankly far more sophisticated than any of its contemporaries."[21]


	
^ Both Tommy and The Wall were adapted into feature-length films in 1975 and 1982, respectively.[30]
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HBO





Home Box Office (HBO) is an American premium[image: External link] cable[image: External link] and satellite television[image: External link] network[image: External link] that is owned by Time Warner[image: External link] through its respective flagship company Home Box Office, Inc. Programming featured on the network consists primarily of theatrically released motion pictures[image: External link] and original television series[image: External link], along with made-for-cable movies[image: External link] and documentaries[image: External link], boxing matches[image: External link], and occasional stand-up comedy[image: External link] and concert specials[image: External link].

HBO is the oldest and longest continuously operating pay television service (basic or premium) in the United States, having been in operation since November 8, 1972.[citation needed[image: External link]] In 2014, HBO had an adjusted operating income of US$1.79 billion, compared to the US$1.68 billion it accrued in 2013.[3] HBO has 49 million subscribers in the United States and 130 million worldwide as of 2016.[4][5] The network provides seven 24-hour multiplex channels, including HBO Comedy, HBO Latino, HBO Signature and HBO Family. It launched the streaming service HBO Now[image: External link] in April 2015, and has over 2 million subscribers in the United States as of February 2017.[6]
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 Overview




As of July 2015, HBO's programming is available to approximately 36,483,000 households with at least one television set (31.3% of all cable, satellite and telco customers) in the United States (36,013,000 subscribers or 30.9% of all households with pay television service receive at least HBO's primary channel),[7] making it the second largest premium channel in the United States ( Encore[image: External link], owned by Starz Inc.[image: External link], reaches 40.54 million pay television households as of July 2015[7][8]). In addition to its U.S. subscriber base, HBO distributes content in at least 151 countries,[9] with approximately 130 million subscribers worldwide.[5]

HBO subscribers generally pay for an extra tier of service that includes other cable- and satellite-exclusive channels even before paying for the channel itself (though HBO often prices all of its channels together in a single package). However, a law imposed by the Federal Communications Commission[image: External link] (FCC) requires that cable providers allow subscribers to get just "limited" basic cable (a base programming tier that includes local, and in some areas, out-of-market broadcast stations[image: External link] and public, educational, and government access[image: External link] channels) and premium services such as HBO, without subscribing to expanded service ( Comcast[image: External link] is the only major provider to have purposefully offered the network in such a manner utilizing this law, as it offered a bundled[image: External link] cable/Internet package that included limited basic service and HBO from October 2013 to July 2014, or January of the latter year in some markets).[10][11][12] Cable providers can require the use of a converter box – usually digital – in order to receive HBO.

HBO also provides its content through digital media; the channel maintains HBO Go[image: External link], a video on demand[image: External link] streaming service available as a website and slate of mobile apps[image: External link] exclusively to existing subscribers of the linear channel suite and a separate, but similar standalone service, HBO Now[image: External link], which launched in April 2015 as a subscription streaming platform that does not require a subscription to the HBO television service.[13][14]

Many HBO programs have been syndicated[image: External link] to other networks and broadcast television stations[image: External link] (usually after some editing for running time and/or content that indecency regulations enforced by jurisdictional telecommunications agencies or self-imposed by network Standards and Practices[image: External link] departments may prohibit from airing on broadcast and cable networks), and a number of HBO-produced series and films have been released on DVD[image: External link]. Since HBO's more successful series (most notably shows such as Sex and the City[image: External link], The Sopranos[image: External link], The Wire[image: External link], Entourage[image: External link], Six Feet Under[image: External link], Boardwalk Empire[image: External link], Game of Thrones[image: External link] and True Blood[image: External link]) air on over-the-air broadcasters in other countries (such as in Canada, Australia and much of Europe – including the United Kingdom), HBO's programming has the potential of being exposed to a higher percentage of the population of those countries compared to the United States.

Because of the cost of HBO (which is the most expensive of the U.S. premium services, costing a monthly fee as of 2015 between $15 and $20 depending on the provider), many Americans only view HBO programs through DVDs or in basic cable or broadcast syndication – months or even years after these programs have first aired on the network – and with editing for both content and to allow advertising, although several series have filmed alternate "clean" scenes intended for syndication runs.[15]
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In 1965, Charles Dolan[image: External link] – who had already done pioneering work in the commercial use of cables[image: External link] and had developed Teleguide, a closed-circuit[image: External link] tourist information[image: External link] television system distributed to hotels in the New York metropolitan area[image: External link] – won a franchise to build a cable television[image: External link] system in the Lower Manhattan[image: External link] section of New York City.[16] The new system, which Dolan named "Sterling Information Services" (later to be known as Sterling Manhattan Cable, and eventually becoming the then Time Warner Cable[image: External link] which merged into Charter Communications[image: External link] in 2016), became the first urban underground cable television system in the United States.

Rather than stringing cable on telephone poles or using microwave[image: External link] antennas to receive the signals, Sterling laid cable beneath the streets of Manhattan[image: External link], because the tall buildings in the city blocked television signals and because the New York City Council had required that all electrical and telecommunication wiring be laid underground to limit service disruptions during bad weather, an ordinance that was passed after a blizzard[image: External link] in 1888 damaged telephone and telegraph[image: External link] lines in the area.[17] In that same year, Time-Life, Inc.[image: External link] purchased a 20% stake in Dolan's company.[18][19]

Sterling Manhattan consistently lost money during its first six years of operation, because of the expense of running cable underground and into buildings throughout Manhattan (as much as $300,000 per mile) and a limited subscriber base, 400 of them by 1971. In the summer of 1971, while on a family vacation in France, Charles Dolan began to think of ideas to make Sterling Manhattan profitable. He came up with the concept for a cable-originated television service, called "The Green Channel". Dolan later presented his idea to Time-Life management; though satellite[image: External link] distribution seemed only a distant possibility at the time, he persuaded Time-Life to back him on the project.[17]

To gauge whether consumers would be interested in subscribing to a pay television service, Time-Life sent out a direct-mail[image: External link] research brochure to residents in six U.S. cities. An overwhelming majority of those surveyed (approximately 99%) opposed the idea; 4% of those polled in a second survey, conducted by an independent consultant, said they were "almost certain" to subscribe to such a service. Time-Life later conducted a test in Allentown, Pennsylvania[image: External link], in which salesmen presented the concept of a pay cable channel to residents by offering free service for the first month and a refundable installation fee; half of residents surveyed in the test expressed interest in purchasing the conceptual service.[17] In a meeting of Dolan and some Time-Life executives who were working on the project, various other names were discussed for the new service. They ultimately settled on calling it "Home Box Office", although the name was originally intended as a working title[image: External link] in order to meet deadlines to publish research brochures for the new service, with the belief that management would come up with a different name later.[17]

Originally, Home Box Office was to debut on a Service Electric[image: External link] cable television system in Allentown; in order to avoid blackouts[image: External link] for NBA[image: External link] games that it was set to televise (Allentown was within the NBA's designated blackout radius for the Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]' market area, under rules that the league had in effect at the time to protect ticket sales), Time-Life agreed to an offer by Service Electric president John Walson[image: External link] to launch the channel on its system in Wilkes-Barre[image: External link] (outside of the 76ers' DMA, in northeastern Pennsylvania[image: External link]).[17] Home Box Office launched on November 8, 1972.[20] However, HBO's launch came without fanfare in the press, as it was not covered by any local or national media outlets. In addition, the city manager of Wilkes-Barre declined an offer to attend the launch ceremony, while Time Inc. president and chief executive officer[image: External link] J. Richard Munro was unable to attend as he was stranded in traffic while trying to exit Manhattan on the George Washington Bridge[image: External link] on his way to Wilkes-Barre.[21]

The first program and movie distributed on the channel, the 1971 film Sometimes a Great Notion[image: External link], starring Paul Newman[image: External link] and Henry Fonda[image: External link], was transmitted that evening to 325 Service Electric subscribers in Wilkes-Barre (a plaque commemorating this event is located at Public Square in downtown Wilkes-Barre). Home Box Office distributed its first sports event immediately after the film: an NHL[image: External link] hockey game between the New York Rangers[image: External link] and the Vancouver Canucks[image: External link] from Madison Square Garden[image: External link].[22][23] Four months later in February 1973, Home Box Office aired its first television special[image: External link], the Pennsylvania Polka Festival.[24] Home Box Office would use a network of microwave relay towers to distribute its programming to cable systems throughout its service area.[22][25][26]

Sterling Manhattan Cable continued to lose money because the company had only a small subscriber base of 20,000 customers in Manhattan. Dolan's media partner, Time-Life, Inc., gained control of Sterling when it acquired an additional 60% equity interest, increasing its stake in the company to 80%; Time-Life then decided to pull the plug on the Sterling Manhattan operation. Time-Life dropped the "Sterling" name and the company was renamed "Manhattan Cable Television" under Time-Life's control in March 1973.[16] Gerald Levin[image: External link], who had been with Home Box Office since it began operations as its vice president[image: External link] of programming, replaced Dolan as the company's president and chief executive officer.[27]

In September 1973, Time-Life, Inc. completed its acquisition of the pay service. At the time, Home Box Office's future looked dim: it only had 8,000 subscribers across 14 cable systems, all of which were located in Pennsylvania,[21] and it was suffering from a significant subscriber churn rate[image: External link]. HBO would eventually increase its fortunes within two years: by April 1975, the service had around 100,000 subscribers in Pennsylvania and New York state, and had begun to turn a limited profit.[21]
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Time-Life executives realized the problems in trying to expand Home Box Office's distribution footprint using microwave towers because of the time and expense that would be incurred in developing such a vast relay infrastructure, and began looking for cost-efficient methods of transmitting the channel nationally. In 1974, they settled on using a geostationary communications satellite[image: External link] to transmit HBO to cable providers throughout the United States. Other television broadcasters at the time were hesitant about uplinking their feeds to satellite due to fears that the satellites may inadvertently shut down or jettison out of their orbit, as well as due to the cost of purchasing downlink receiver dishes, which in 1974, were sold for as much as $75,000. Seeing satellite transmission as the only viable option to expand HBO's reach, Gerald Levin allocated $6.5 million to lease transponder[image: External link] space on the Westar 1[image: External link] satellite for a five-year term.[21] The Time-Life board subsequently approved the plan to transmit HBO via satellite.[27]

At 9:00 p.m. Eastern Time[image: External link] on September 30, 1975, HBO became the first television network to continuously deliver its signal via satellite when it distributed the "Thrilla in Manila[image: External link]" boxing[image: External link] match between Muhammad Ali[image: External link] and Joe Frazier[image: External link]; it was beamed to UA Columbia Cablevision's systems in Fort Pierce[image: External link] and Vero Beach, Florida[image: External link], and American Television and Communications Corporation's Jackson, Mississippi[image: External link] system,[28] as well as those already carrying HBO in the northeastern United States[image: External link].[21][25][29] Through the use of satellite, the channel began transmitting separate programming feeds for the Eastern[image: External link] and Pacific Time Zones[image: External link], allowing the same programs that air first in the eastern half of the United States to air at accordant times in the western part of the country.[30] HBO switched its domestic satellite transmissions from Westar 1 to Satcom 1[image: External link] in February 1976. By 1977, Ted Turner[image: External link]'s Atlanta[image: External link] superstation[image: External link] WTCG-TV[image: External link] (soon to become WTBS[image: External link]) and Pat Robertson[image: External link]'s CBN Satellite Service[image: External link] (later to become the present-day Freeform[image: External link]) had joined it, pioneering satellite delivery for the cable television industry.[25][31] By 1980, HBO was carried on cable providers in all 50 U.S. states.[21]

HBO distributed its programming for only nine hours each day, from 3:00 p.m. to 12:00 a.m. Eastern Time, during its first nine years of operation. The network first adopted a 24-hour schedule on weekends in September 1981, running from 3:00 p.m. on Friday afternoons until 12:00 a.m. Eastern Time on Sunday nights/early Monday mornings; this round-the-clock schedule was expanded to weekdays three months later on December 28, 1981 (however, HBO was not the first pay television network to maintain an uninterrupted programming schedule as Showtime[image: External link] and The Movie Channel[image: External link] had both switched to 24-hour daily schedules months earlier). By this time, the full "Home Box Office" name was de-emphasized by the network, in favor of branding solely by the "HBO" initialism[image: External link] (although the full name is still used as the legal corporate name of its parent division under Time Warner,[32] and in on-air use within copyright tags featured during the closing credits[image: External link] of the channel's original programs and a legal disclaimer[image: External link] slide seen daily on its primary and multiplex channels).[citation needed[image: External link]]

In 1983, HBO premiered its first original movie, The Terry Fox Story[image: External link], a biopic[image: External link] about the Canadian runner[image: External link] who embarked on a cross-country run across Canada to raise money and awareness for cancer research; the film was also the first movie ever produced for pay television. That year also saw the premiere of the first children's program to be distributed on the channel: Fraggle Rock[image: External link] (that series' creator, Jim Henson[image: External link], had earlier produced the special Emmet Otter's Jug-Band Christmas[image: External link], which won an ACE Award[image: External link] in 1978[24]). HBO continued to air various original programs aimed at children until 2001, when these programs almost completely moved over to HBO Family (which continued to occasionally distributed its own slate of original children's programming until 2003).[33]

HBO became involved in several lawsuits[image: External link] during the 1980s, involving legal statutes imposed by state and city laws that would have resulted in some programs on HBO and other pay television networks being censored[image: External link] by cable systems, if not forcing the pay services to edit inappropriate content from the programming they aired. In January 1986, HBO became the first satellite-delivered television network to encrypt[image: External link] its signal from unauthorized viewing by way of the Videocipher[image: External link] II system; this initially resulted in a mass lodge of complaints from television receive-only[image: External link] (TVRO) satellite users that previously received HBO's programming without a subscription.[30] The objections by TVRO users over having to now pay for HBO as cable subscribers had long done (requiring dish subscribers to purchase an expensive descrambler to unencrypt the signal) came to a head four months later, as HBO became a victim of broadcast signal intrusion[image: External link] when satellite television dealer John R. MacDougall, a Florida man calling himself "Captain Midnight[image: External link]", redirected a receiver dish towards the network's transponder on Galaxy 1 and intercepted its signal during a movie presentation of The Falcon and the Snowman[image: External link]; MacDougall overrode the telecast of the film with a text-based message placed over SMPTE color bars[image: External link] in protest of the channel's decision to scramble its signal for home satellite subscribers. The Federal Communications Commission subsequently prosecuted MacDougall for committing the intrusion.

In 1988, HBO's subscriber base expanded greatly as a result of the Writers Guild of America[image: External link] strike[image: External link] that year, as the channel had new programming in its inventory during a period in which the broadcast networks were only able to air reruns[image: External link] of their shows. In 1989, HBO compared[image: External link] its programming against rival pay television network Showtime, with the slogan "Simply the Best", using the Tina Turner[image: External link] single "The Best[image: External link]" as part of the network's on-air image campaign.[34]

On January 2, 1989, HBO launched Selecciones en Español de HBO y Cinemax ("Spanish Selections from HBO and Cinemax") – an alternate Spanish-language feed of HBO and Cinemax. The service, which initially launched on 20 cable systems in markets[image: External link] with significant populations of Spanish speakers,[35] originally only carried Spanish audio simulcasts of live boxing matches televised by HBO (except for certain events that were already distributed in Spanish on networks such as Galavisión[image: External link]), dubbed versions of recent feature film releases from HBO's movie suppliers and first-run Spanish-language movies (mostly from Mexico, Argentina and Spain), but later added Spanish dubs of films and other programs distributed by HBO. Selecciones – which was offered in tandem with HBO, although it operated as a separate service – utilized the second audio program[image: External link] auxiliary channel to distribute its Spanish audio feeds. Selecciones en Español de HBO y Cinemax became successful to the point that it added 35 additional cable systems to its list of carriers within a few weeks after its debut.[35] Selecciones en Español became HBO en Español on September 27, 1993.[36]

Taking advantage of HBO's successes, Warner Communications[image: External link] (which ironically was part-owner of one of the network's pay-cable competitors, The Movie Channel, from its launch in 1973 until joint venture[image: External link] group Warner-Amex Satellite Entertainment[image: External link] sold its stake in the channel to Viacom[image: External link] in 1986) merged with HBO parent Time Inc.[image: External link] in 1989 to create Time Warner[image: External link], which as of 2016, remains the parent company of the network.[37] In 1991, HBO and Cinemax became the first premium services to offer multiplexed[image: External link] channels to cable customers with the launches of HBO2, HBO3 and Cinemax 2 on three cable systems in Wisconsin[image: External link], Kansas[image: External link] and Texas[image: External link].[38] In 1993, HBO became the world's first digitally transmitted television service.[39] The move proved successful, eventually resulting in HBO and Cinemax starting up additional multiplex channels of both services – starting with the December 1996 launch of HBO Family and concluding with the launch of four Cinemax channels in 2001: WMax (now MovieMax), @Max (now Cinemáx), OuterMax and 5StarMax.
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During the 1990s, HBO began to experience increasing success with its original series such as Tales from the Crypt[image: External link], Dream On[image: External link], Tracey Takes On...[image: External link], Mr. Show with Bob and David[image: External link] and Arliss[image: External link]. One such program, The Larry Sanders Show[image: External link], arguably became HBO's flagship series during that decade and although it was not commercially as successful as programs that aired on the Big Three networks[image: External link] ( ABC[image: External link], NBC[image: External link] and CBS[image: External link]) and Fox[image: External link], the show did enjoy a cult status and critical acclaim, and received nominations and wins for many major television awards (including Primetime Emmy Awards and Golden Globe Awards[image: External link]).[40] The series ranked #38 on TV Guide's 50 Greatest TV Shows of All Time[image: External link] (becoming the only HBO comedy series to make the list)[41] and was also included in Time[image: External link]'s list of the "100 Best TV Shows of All Time".[42] The Larry Sanders Show was also ranked by various critics and fans as one of the best TV comedies of the 1990s.[43]

The original programs that HBO has developed since the early 1990s have earned the channel numerous nominations for and wins of Emmy and Golden Globe Awards.[44] One aspect as to the perceived higher quality of these shows is due to both the quality of the writing on the programs and the fact that as a subscription-only service, HBO does not carry "normal" commercials; instead the network runs promotions[image: External link] for upcoming HBO programs and behind-the-scenes featurettes between programs. This relieves HBO from some pressures to tone down controversial aspects of its programs, and allows for more explicit content to be incorporated into its shows that would not be allowed to air on broadcast television or basic cable, such as profanity, strong/graphic violence, nudity and graphic sex scenes.

Beginning with the 1997 launch of its first one-hour dramatic narrative series Oz[image: External link], HBO started a trend that became commonplace with premium cable services. Although critically acclaimed, it was not until The Sopranos[image: External link] premiered in 1999, that the network achieved both mass critical and Emmy success. The Sopranos – centering on mob patriarch Tony Soprano[image: External link] (James Gandolfini[image: External link]) and his family – received 111 Emmy nominations during its six-season run, resulting in 21 wins, two of them for Outstanding Drama Series[image: External link].

1998 saw the debut of From the Earth to the Moon[image: External link], a 12-part miniseries[image: External link] that was produced by Tom Hanks[image: External link], Ron Howard[image: External link] and Brian Grazer[image: External link] and based on the Andrew Chaikin[image: External link] book A Man on the Moon[image: External link]. Costing $68 million to produce, it traced the U.S. space program from the U.S./U.S.S.R. space race through the final moon landing, Apollo 17[image: External link]. From the Earth to the Moon won an Emmy Award for Outstanding Miniseries[image: External link], and helped spur other HBO miniseries based on historical events such as 61*[image: External link], Band of Brothers[image: External link], John Adams[image: External link] and The Pacific[image: External link]. That year also saw the debut of the comedy series Sex and the City[image: External link], which was based on the book series of the same name by Candace Bushnell[image: External link]; over the course of its six-season run, the show – centering on the friendship and romances of four New York City women[45] – received 54 Emmy nominations, winning seven, including one win for Outstanding Comedy Series[image: External link].

In 1999, HBO became the first U.S. cable channel to operate a high-definition[image: External link] simulcast feed.[46] In July 2001, HBO launched HBO on Demand, the first premium subscription video-on-demand[image: External link] enhancement in the United States, to Time Warner Cable subscribers in Columbia, South Carolina[image: External link].[47]

In 2001, HBO debuted Six Feet Under[image: External link] and in 2002 The Wire[image: External link], which, although not surpassing The Sopranos in viewership success, matched its critical acclaim and further cemented HBO's reputation as a network that produced quality programming.[citation needed[image: External link]] HBO experienced another success among viewers in 2008, with the debut of True Blood[image: External link], a vampire[image: External link] drama based on a series of gothic novels by Charlaine Harris[image: External link]. The network saw three more hit series in the 2010s with Game of Thrones[image: External link], based on George R. R. Martin[image: External link]'s fantasy novel series A Song of Ice and Fire[image: External link], which earned both critical and viewer praise; Girls[image: External link], a comedy series created by series star Lena Dunham[image: External link]; and True Detective[image: External link], an anthology[image: External link]-style series – structured to feature a different cast and setting within each season's storyline – which initially saw established film actors Woody Harrelson[image: External link] and Matthew McConaughey[image: External link] in its lead roles.[48]

On August 13, 2015, HBO announced its re-entry into children's programming, when it reached a five-year programming and development deal with Sesame Workshop[image: External link]. Through the agreement, HBO obtained first-run television rights to Sesame Street[image: External link], beginning with the January 2016 debut of its 46th season (with episodes being distributed to the program's longtime broadcaster, PBS[image: External link], following a nine-month exclusivity window at no charge to its member stations); Sesame Workshop will also produce original children's programming content for the channel, which will also gain exclusive streaming rights to the company's programming library for HBO Go and HBO Now (assuming those rights from Amazon Video[image: External link], Netflix[image: External link] and Sesame Workshop's in-house subscription streaming service, Sesame Go, the latter of which will cease to operate as a standalone offering). Although struck with the intent to having the show remain on PBS in some fashion, the nonprofit production company[image: External link] reached the deal due to cutbacks resulting from declines in public and private donations, distribution fees paid by PBS member stations and licensing for merchandise sales.[49][50][51][52]

On October 22, 2016, AT&T[image: External link] reached a deal to buy Time Warner for over $80 billion. If approved by federal regulators, the merger would bring Time Warner's properties, including HBO, under the same umbrella as AT&T's telecommunication holdings, including satellite provider DirecTV[image: External link].[53][54]
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In 1991, HBO and Cinemax became the first premium services to offer multiplexed services to cable customers as companions to the main network, offering additional channels of the two services to three TeleCable-operated systems in Overland Park, Kansas[image: External link], Racine, Wisconsin[image: External link] and the Dallas[image: External link] suburbs of Richardson[image: External link] and Plano, Texas[image: External link].[55] The first two multiplex channels – HBO2 and HBO3 – launched as part of this test by the TeleCable systems. The following year, research from ACNielsen[image: External link] revealed that multiplex delivery of HBO and Cinemax had a positive impact on subscriber usage and attitudes, including aiding in the retention of pay cable subscriptions by its subscribers.[56]

The HBO multiplex would later expand in December 1996, with the launch of HBO Family, focusing on family-oriented feature films[image: External link] and television series aimed at younger children.[57] The HBO multiplex channels became collectively marketed under the brand name "HBO The Works" in April 1998 (the Cinemax channels concurrently began to be marketed as "MultiMax"), coinciding with the name change of HBO2 as HBO Plus (the channel would ultimately restore the HBO2 name in September 2002), and the rebranding[image: External link] and format change of HBO3 as HBO Signature (a network aimed at women). In May 1999, two more channels launched: HBO Comedy (featuring comedic films and series, along with stand-up comedy[image: External link] specials) and HBO Zone (a network aimed at young adults).[58] Just over a year later in October 2000, the Spanish language network HBO Latino debuted, featuring a mix of dubbed simulcasts of the main HBO channel's programming and Spanish programs that are exclusive to the channel.

"HBO The Works" continued in use as the brand for the HBO multiplex until 2004. Individually, the HBO multiplex channel suite has no "official" marketed name as of 2016, although HBO and Cinemax's respective multiplex packages are marketed collectively as the "HBO/MAX Pak".[59] HBO Family and HBO Latino had the distinction of being the only multiplex channels of HBO that have their own websites, as all of the others were integrated within the main HBO site; the separate sites and sections for both channels were eliminated in 2010, around the time the HBO Go service was launched.
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Depending on the service provider, HBO provides up to thirteen multiplex channels – seven 24-hour multiplex channels, all of which are simulcast in both standard definition[image: External link] and high definition[image: External link] – as well as a subscription video-on-demand[image: External link] service (HBO On Demand).

HBO broadcasts its primary and multiplex channels on both Eastern and Pacific Time Zone schedules. The respective coastal feeds of each channel are usually packaged together (though most cable providers only offer the east and west coast feeds of the main HBO channel, as well as HBO2 in some cases), resulting in the difference in local airtimes[image: External link] for a particular movie or program between two geographic locations being three hours at most. The premium film service Cinemax, which is also owned by Time Warner through Home Box Office Inc., operates as a separate service from HBO; although HBO is very frequently sold together in a package with Cinemax, subscribers to one of the services do not necessarily have to subscribe to the other.



	Channel
	Description and programming



	The flagship[image: External link] service; HBO airs popular feature films; first-run films; original series and made-for-cable movies[image: External link]; boxing events; sports, stand-up comedy[image: External link] and occasional concert specials; and documentaries. The channel also typically debuts new movies on a weekly basis – with feature films debuting on HBO within a lag of between eight months to one year on average from their initial theatrical release – on Saturday nights (usually around 8:00 p.m. Eastern Time; the Pacific Time Zone broadcast of the premiered film airs later in the evening when a live special – most commonly, a telecast of HBO World Championship Boxing[image: External link] or HBO Boxing After Dark[image: External link] – is scheduled to air that particular Saturday, with the special being shown after the movie on the Eastern Time Zone feed). The main HBO channel mainly airs R-rated films only after 8:00 p.m. Eastern and Pacific, but does air certain TV-MA rated programs during the daytime hours.



	A secondary channel that features a separate schedule of theatrical and original made-for-cable movies, series and specials, as well as same-week rebroadcasts of newer films, boxing events and episodes of HBO original series aired recently on the primary channel. Unlike the main HBO channel, HBO2 broadcasts R-rated films during the daytime hours. Launched on August 1, 1991, the channel was renamed HBO Plus on April 1, 1998, but reverted to the original "HBO2" name in September 2002. In Latin America, a regional version of HBO2 rebroadcasts movies previously aired on the main HBO Latin America[image: External link] channel, and HBO Plus functions as a separate channel.



	Launched on May 6, 1999,[60] HBO Comedy features comedic films, as well as rebroadcasts of HBO's original comedy series and stand-up specials; the channel broadcasts R-rated films during the daytime hours, but only airs adult comedy specials at night.



	Launched in December 1996,[57] HBO Family features movies and series aimed at children, as well as feature films intended for a broader family audience. It airs a block[image: External link] of series aimed at preschoolers, "HBO Family Jam", each morning from 6:00 to 11:00 a.m. and weekday afternoons from 4:00 to 5:00 p.m. Eastern and Pacific Time; films and family-oriented original specials fill out the remainder of the channel's daily schedule.[61][62] All films broadcast on HBO Family are rated G, PG or PG-13 (or the equivalent[image: External link] TV-G, TV-PG or TV-14); R-rated films and TV-MA rated programs are not broadcast on the channel. Prior to El Perro y El Gato's migration of first-run episodes to the channel in January 2018, children's programs formerly ran on the main HBO channel in the form of a daily morning block, with specials airing during the late afternoon/early evening hours; these programs migrated entirely to HBO Family by the early 2000s.
HBO Family is HBO's third (and only successful) venture at a family-oriented pay service: two similarly formatted standalone mini-pay services that were launched by the network, Take 2 in 1979 and Festival in 1987, both ceased operations after short existences. Despite being a premium service, cable providers have occasionally used HBO Family to temporarily replace television stations that were dropped due to carriage disputes[image: External link] with providers such as during Hearst Television[image: External link]'s 2012 dispute with Time Warner Cable that resulted in TWC's associated Bright House Networks[image: External link] system substituting independent station WMOR-TV[image: External link] with the channel in Tampa, Florida[image: External link],[63] and a dispute between Cox Communications[image: External link] and LIN TV[image: External link] in which HBO Family temporarily replaced Fox affiliate WVBT[image: External link] from Cox's Hampton Roads, Virginia[image: External link] system from January to February 2000.[64]





	Launched on October 31, 2000 (although originally slated to debut on September 18 of that year),[65] HBO Latino is a channel aimed at Hispanic and Latino American[image: External link] audiences that largely serves as a Spanish language simulcast of the primary HBO channel, with the exception of some limited program substitutions and different network promotions featured in-between programs (HBO and its other multiplex channels also utilize the second audio program function included on many television sets, and cable and satellite receivers to provide alternate Spanish language audio tracks of most programs). The channel's programming includes HBO original productions, Spanish and Portuguese series from HBO Latin America, dubbed versions of Hollywood blockbusters, Spanish-language films and boxing events (including the original boxing series Boxeo De Oro). The channel is the successor to HBO en Español (originally named Selecciones en Español de HBO y Cinemax), which launched in 1989.



	HBO Signature features high quality films, HBO original series and specials. Launched in 1991, the channel was originally known as "HBO 3" until October 1998, when its format was changed from a genericized format similar to HBO and HBO2 to focusing on movies, series and specials targeted at a female audience.[58]




	Launched on May 6, 1999,[60] HBO Zone airs movies and HBO original programs aimed at young adults between the ages of 18 to 34 years old. It is also the only HBO channel that broadcasts softcore pornographic[image: External link] programming, featuring adult-oriented movies similar to those seen on sister network Cinemax's Max After Dark[image: External link] block on most days in late-night.
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 Cinemax




See: Cinemax[image: External link]


On August 1, 1980, HBO launched Cinemax, a companion movie-based premium channel[66] created as HBO's answer to fellow movie-oriented pay service The Movie Channel (which operated as a standalone service at the time). Unlike HBO, Cinemax maintained a 24-hour schedule from its launch. The channel succeeded early on partly due to its reliance on movie classics from the 1950s to the 1970s – with some more recent films mixed in – that would be presented uncut and without commercial interruption, at a time when cable subscribers only received about three dozen channels due to limited headend[image: External link] channel capacity. In most cases, cable operators sold Cinemax and HBO as a single package, usually offered at a discount for customers that chose to subscribe to both channels.

In its early years, Cinemax carried music specials and some limited original programming such as Second City Television[image: External link] and Max Headroom[image: External link] in addition to movies, but the network subsequently become known among its subscribers for airing softcore adult films and series[image: External link] during the late night hours that contain strong sexual content[image: External link] and nudity (broadcasts of such programs are restricted from airing on the main Cinemax channel before 11:30 p.m. Eastern Time),[67][68] and eventually began producing original action series in August 2011.[68] Beginning with the launch of Cinemax 2 (now MoreMax) in 1991, Cinemax has gradually launched its own set of multiplex services; as of 2015, in addition to its main feed and MoreMax, Cinemax operates five additional channels: ActionMax (which originally launched as Cinemax 3 in 1995); ThrillerMax (which launched in 1998);[58] MovieMax (which originally launched as WMax in 2001); Cinemáx (a Spanish language simulcast feed, which originally launched as the separately formatted @Max in 2001) and 5StarMax (which originally launched in 2001).[69][70][71]
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 Other services
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 HBO HD




HBO HD is a high definition[image: External link] simulcast feed of HBO that broadcasts in the 1080i[image: External link][verification needed[image: External link]] resolution format.[2] In addition to its main channel, HBO also operates high definition simulcast feeds of its six multiplex channels. HBO HD is available on most major cable providers including Cox Communications; DirecTV[image: External link]; Charter Communications[image: External link]; Time Warner Cable; Dish Network[image: External link]; Comcast[image: External link]; AT&T U-verse[image: External link]; Optimum[image: External link]; and Verizon FiOS[image: External link], although few providers offer all seven multiplex channels in HD. The main channel first began broadcasting in high definition on March 6, 1999.[46]
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 HBO on Demand




HBO on Demand is the channel's subscription video-on-demand[image: External link] service; launched on July 1, 2001 on Time Warner Cable's Columbia, South Carolina system, it was the first subscription VOD service offered by a premium channel in the United States.[47] HBO on Demand offers a selection of movies, original series and specials previously seen on the network.[72] The service is provided at no additional cost to HBO subscribers, who already regularly pay a premium fee to cable and satellite providers to receive access to the channel. HBO launched the VOD service in an effort to allow subscribers access to the channel's programming on their own schedules, thereby reducing the frequency in which viewers were unable to find a program they would like to watch as well as limiting cancellations to the service for that same reason. HBO on Demand features a rotating selection of films, specials and series, with select new titles added each Friday alongside existing program titles held over from the previous one to two weeks.

The standard definition and high definition versions of the HBO on Demand service are available on most cable and satellite providers, delivered to customers who subscribe to the linear HBO channels at no additional charge. On January 3, 2011, HBO became the first premium channel and the first cable network to offer a 3D[image: External link]-only VOD service as it launched a subscription video on demand service offering select feature films in 3D to Time Warner Cable, Comcast and Verizon FiOS customers who subscribe to the HBO service.[73]

In the United Kingdom, a domestic version of HBO on Demand launched on TalkTalk TV[image: External link] in 2015, available through the provider's box sets as a strictly buy-and-keep service.
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 HBO Go




See: HBO Go[image: External link]


On February 18, 2010, HBO launched HBO Go, a service that carries 1,000 hours of program content available for streaming in standard or high definition, intended as a TV Everywhere[image: External link] service available only to existing subscribers of the linear HBO television channels (a requirement necessary to access its content via streaming devices such as Roku[image: External link] and Apple TV[image: External link], and select video game consoles[image: External link], as well as via its website and mobile apps). Content available on HBO Go includes theatrically released films as well as HBO original programs, movies, comedy specials, documentaries, sports and late night adult programming.[74]
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 HBO Now




See: HBO Now[image: External link]


On October 15, 2014, HBO announced plans to launch an over-the-top[image: External link] subscription video on demand service in 2015, which would be distributed as a standalone offering that does not require an existing television subscription to use.[75][76][77] The service, HBO Now, was unveiled on March 9, 2015, and officially launched one month later on April 7.[14][78][79][80] The service was initially available via Apple Inc.[image: External link] to Apple TV[image: External link] and iOS[image: External link] devices for a three-month exclusivity period following its formal launch, before becoming available for subscription through other participating Internet service providers[image: External link].[14][78] Available for $15 per month, HBO Now is identical to HBO Go in terms of content and features. New episodes of HBO series are made available for streaming the same day, and usually at the same time, as their original broadcast on the main linear HBO channel. Apple's App Store[image: External link] features promotions offering free one-month trials or other incentives to subscribe to HBO Now, as the program is in partnership with Apple Inc. and Apple TV.[81] The number of HBO Now subscribers reached over 2 million by February 2017.[6]
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 Programming




HBO's programming schedule currently consists largely of theatrically released feature films – which occupy the majority of its daily schedule – and original series primarily aimed at adults (including, as of April 2016, dramas such as Game of Thrones[image: External link], The Leftovers[image: External link] and Westworld[image: External link], and comedies such as Girls[image: External link], Veep[image: External link], Ballers[image: External link], Last Week Tonight[image: External link] and Silicon Valley[image: External link]). In addition, HBO also carries original made-for-TV movies, sports events and sports-centric documentary and magazine series, documentary films, behind-the-scenes specials, and concert and stand-up comedy specials. The network primarily airs most of its original programs on its main channel after 8:00 p.m. Eastern and Pacific Time, although it airs select original series and made-for-cable movies as well as certain documentaries during the daytime hours; these programs also air at various times on HBO's multiplex channels. HBO Signature, HBO Family, HBO Comedy and HBO Zone also each carry archived HBO programming, airing repeats of former original series and specials dating back to the 1990s.

HBO has long maintained a policy not to run R-rated films on its primary channel between 6:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. Eastern and Pacific Time;[82][83] this policy (which may have once stemmed from HBO's availability on analog cable tiers, while its multiplex channels generally required a digital cable[image: External link] subscription or at least scrambling) remains in place as of 2016, despite the existence of the V-chip[image: External link] and other premium services having incorporated R-rated films onto their daytime schedules starting in the mid-1980s. The policy was also applied to all TV-MA rated programs after the TV Parental Guidelines[image: External link] were implemented on January 1, 1997; however the main HBO channel began airing a limited amount of TV-MA rated original series, movies and documentaries that contain some strong profanity and violence, but are largely devoid of nudity, and graphic violent or sexual content on weekends before 8:00 p.m. Eastern in 2010.[84] However, HBO does occasionally rebroadcast R-rated films as early as 6:00 p.m. Eastern Time as part of its Sunday rebroadcast of the prior Saturday's movie premiere telecast, depending on the length of the film and the scheduling of any HBO original series that air after it.

Outside of HBO Family, which does not run any programs with either a TV-MA or R rating,[85] HBO's other multiplex channels will air TV-MA and R-rated programming during morning and afternoon time periods. HBO also does not typically allow most NC-17 rated films to be aired on the primary channel or its multiplex channels.

HBO pioneered the free preview[image: External link] concept – which has since become a standard in the pay television industry – in 1973, as part of a plan to increase subscribership of the channel.[86] Cable providers were originally granted permission to carry HBO on a local origination channel in order for those who are not subscribers the ability to view the channel for a limited number of days; with the advent of digital cable and satellite, providers now unencrypt the designated slots of each HBO channel during preview periods. Until the mid-1990s, on-air promotions featured between programs were replaced (and later, merely interspersed) with interstitials featuring on-air hosts asking viewers to subscribe to the service. Although participation was voluntary,[87] preview events are carried by most major and some smaller pay television providers (the number of providers and the providers that choose to offer the event varies depending on the given free preview period, and may not be carried on all systems owned by a multiple system operator[image: External link] unless at the provider's discretion); HBO currently offers between three and five preview events each year to participating providers (which are normally scheduled to coincide with the premiere of a new or returning original series, and in the past, a high-profile special or feature film).

The network also produces short segments promoting new movies with the cooperation of the film studios that hold releasing rights to the projects. These usually consist of either interstitial segments providing a behind-the-scenes look at the making of an upcoming/recently released film, with interviews with the actors and principal crew, or red carpet[image: External link] coverage, which are almost universally produced by studios with which HBO and Cinemax maintain exclusive premium television broadcast rights. Depending on their length or content, these are either aired as part of the feature segment HBO News (formerly titled HBO Entertainment News from 1988 to 2007), which airs during extended promotional breaks between programs and runs between three and five minutes, or as part of HBO First Look, a series of documentary-style interstitial specials (usually running 15 to 20 minutes in length, with no set schedule) that debuted in 1992. These segments, particularly episodes of First Look, have also often been included as bonus features on DVD and Blu-ray[image: External link] releases of the films that were profiled (many of which have aired on HBO and Cinemax once they reached their pay-cable distribution windows), though broadcasts of these interstitials have begun to be reduced to only a few episodes per year as HBO has focused on its higher-profile, long-form original programming instead and studios have internally produced behind-the-scenes featurettes for their films for exclusive physical and digital media release.

During the "Executive Actions" symposium held by The Washington Post[image: External link] and George Washington University[image: External link] in April 2015 (shortly after the launch of the HBO Now streaming service), HBO CEO Richard Plepler said that he does not want the network to be akin to Netflix[image: External link] in which users "binge watch[image: External link]" its television shows and film content, saying "I don't think it would have been a great thing for HBO or our brand if that had been gobbled up in the first week[...] I think it was very exciting for the viewer to have that mystery held out for an extended period of time." Pleper cited that he feels that binge watching does not correlate with the culture of HBO and HBO watchers.[88]
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 Original programming




Since the early 1980s, HBO has produced original programming, which include dramatic and comedic series, in addition to its slate of theatrical films. Most of these shows are intended for adults (and, with limited exceptions, are typically assigned TV-MA ratings[image: External link]), often featuring high amounts of profanity, violence, sexual themes and/or nudity that would be much more difficult to get on basic cable[image: External link] or over-the-air broadcast channels, out of fear of losing sponsors. However some of its original programs, primarily those produced before 2001, have also been aimed at families or children; most of these type of programs have migrated to HBO Family, though HBO has produced very few newer family-oriented series for either channel since that point. In a notable example, HBO ventured back into children's programming with its acquisition of the first-run and streaming rights to Sesame Street, a long-running children's television series that had previously aired on PBS for the vast majority of its run, in the aforementioned deal with Sesame Workshop that was announced in August 2015.[49]

In addition to maintaining rights to films from various distributors, HBO also produces its own made-for-cable movies[image: External link] through HBO Films[image: External link]; the film division, originally named HBO Pictures, began producing original movies for the network in 1983 with the debut of The Terry Fox Story. Unlike most television films produced for cable television, most of the original movies produced by HBO have featured major film actors over the years, ranging from James Stewart[image: External link] to Michael Douglas[image: External link]. The channel also produces stand-up comedy specials, which were formerly broadcast under the On Location[image: External link], HBO Comedy Hour and HBO Comedy Half-Hour banners, which periodically premiere on certain Saturday nights when a boxing match or movie is not scheduled during the late prime time slots.

One of HBO's first successful specials was The Bette Midler Show in 1976, which launched the Standing Room Only[image: External link] concert series. For a time in the early 1980s, HBO produced a concert special almost every other month, featuring major music stars such as Boy George[image: External link] and The Who[image: External link]. After MTV[image: External link]'s successful rollout in 1981, the Standing Room Only series began to produce fewer concerts, but focused more on "world class" music events featuring artists such as Elton John[image: External link], Tina Turner[image: External link] and Barbra Streisand[image: External link], as well as fundraisers such as Farm Aid[image: External link].[24] The On Location comedy specials, which presented a stand-up comedian's performance in its entirety and uncut, began in 1975 with a special starring Robert Klein[image: External link]. The first of twelve concert specials televised by the network featuring George Carlin[image: External link] aired on HBO in 1977 as part of On Location, featuring Carlin's first televised performance of his classic routine, "The Seven Words You Can Never Say on Television[image: External link]".[24] As other cable channels incorporated comedy specials due to their inexpensive format, HBO began to model its strategy with its comedy specials after its music programming, focusing on a few specials each year featuring popular comedians.[24]
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 Movie library




As of May 2016, HBO – as well as its sister channel Cinemax – maintains exclusive first-run film licensing agreements with network sister company Warner Bros. Entertainment[image: External link] (including content from subsidiaries Warner Bros. Animation[image: External link], New Line Cinema[image: External link] since 2005, and Castle Rock Entertainment[image: External link]),[89] 20th Century Fox[image: External link] since 1979 (including content from subsidiaries 20th Century Fox Animation[image: External link], Blue Sky Studios[image: External link], New Regency Productions[image: External link], and Fox Searchlight Pictures[image: External link]),[90] Universal Studios[image: External link] since 2003 (including content from subsidiaries Universal Animation Studios[image: External link], Working Title Films[image: External link], Illumination Entertainment[image: External link] and Focus Features[image: External link]),[91][92] Summit Entertainment[image: External link] since 2013,[93] and DreamWorks[image: External link] since 1996 (excluding films that DreamWorks co-produces in conjunction with Touchstone Pictures[image: External link], with rights to live action co-productions by the two studios being held by Showtime).[94][95]

The first-run film output agreement with Fox was renewed by HBO for ten years on August 15, 2012 (with a provision allowing the studio to release its films through digital platforms such as iTunes[image: External link] and Amazon[image: External link] during a film's term of license with the channel for the first time),[96] and the Universal output deal was renewed for ten years on January 6, 2013 (with the exception of certain animated films that HBO can offer to pass over to the Netflix[image: External link] streaming service).[97] The first-run output deal with Summit Entertainment was renewed by HBO for an additional four years on March 1, 2016.[98] Since 2008, HBO also holds exclusive pay cable rights to its own in-house theatrical films made through HBO Films.

HBO also shows sub-runs – runs of films that have already received broadcast or syndicated television airings – of theatrical films from Paramount Pictures[image: External link] (including content from subsidiary Republic Pictures[image: External link], both for films released prior to 2003), Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures[image: External link] (including content from subsidiaries Walt Disney Pictures[image: External link], Touchstone Pictures, Hollywood Pictures[image: External link], and former subsidiary and current independently operated studio Miramax Films[image: External link]), Sony Pictures Entertainment[image: External link] (including content from subsidiaries Columbia Pictures[image: External link], Sony Pictures Classics[image: External link], Screen Gems[image: External link] and former HBO sister company TriStar Pictures[image: External link], all for films released prior to 2005), Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer[image: External link] (including content from subsidiaries United Artists[image: External link], Orion Pictures[image: External link] and The Samuel Goldwyn Company[image: External link]), and Lions Gate Entertainment[image: External link] (for films released prior to 2004).[99]

Films to which HBO holds the pay cable rights will usually also run on Cinemax during their licensing term, although some feature films from the aforementioned studios that the two channels have broadcast rights to will make their premium television debut on HBO several weeks before their premiere on Cinemax and vice versa.
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 Former first-run contracts




During the early years of premium cable, it was not uncommon for multiple pay television services, including HBO, Showtime and The Movie Channel (and later, Cinemax), to hold broadcast rights to the same feature films. HBO began purchasing exclusive rights to broadcast select individual films in the late 1970s; these gradually expanded to exclusive output deals (which are commonplace with North American premium channels to this day), in which a pay service enters into a licensing agreement to broadcast movies from a particular film studio over a period of years. HBO signed its first major exclusive film output deal with Columbia Pictures in the early 1980s.[100] During the 1980s, HBO also held rights to films from TriStar Pictures (whose output deal with HBO, as well as that with Columbia Pictures, expired after 2004) and Orion Pictures;[101][102] as of February 2013, rival premium channel Starz[image: External link] has an exclusive deal with Sony Pictures Entertainment, and is the rightsholder to all newer films from Columbia and TriStar.[103]

Films released by Paramount Pictures between mid-1988 and late 1997 were broadcast on HBO;[104] rival premium channel Showtime assumed pay television rights to Paramount-released films in 1998, and held them until 2008, with the rights being turned over to upstart pay service Epix[image: External link] (which Paramount and its corporate parent Viacom[image: External link] partially owns) the following year.[105][106] HBO relinquished its deal with DreamWorks Pictures to broadcast its live-action films at the end of 2010, when the distribution rights shifted from Paramount Pictures to Touchstone Pictures (whose films are broadcast by Showtime through a distribution agreement with the Walt Disney Motion Pictures Group).[107] HBO's contract with DreamWorks Animation[image: External link] expired after 2012, at which time Netflix assumed pay television rights to that studio's releases.[108]
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 Sports programming




HBO broadcasts a limited amount of sports programming as well as sports-related discussion and documentary series produced by the channel's HBO Sports division; HBO – through its parent holding company Home Box Office Inc. – also operates HBO PPV (formerly TVKO), which serves as a distributor of major boxing[image: External link] events for pay-per-view[image: External link].

HBO's first sports broadcast was of a New York Rangers-Vancouver Canucks NHL game, transmitted to a Service Electric cable system in Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania on November 8, 1972; the channel continued to air select NHL hockey games through the mid-1970s. HBO has long been known for its telecasts of boxing matches (which usually air on Saturday nights every two to three weeks on average), including those shown on its flagship sports program HBO World Championship Boxing. On September 30, 1975, the "Thrilla in Manila" boxing match between Muhammad Ali and Joe Frazier aired on HBO and was the first program on the pay cable network to be broadcast via satellite. That same year[image: External link], HBO began airing coverage of Wimbledon[image: External link]; it held contractual rights to coverage of the tennis tournament through 1999[image: External link], when it lost the rights to sister network TNT[image: External link] (owned by Time Warner's Turner Broadcasting System[image: External link] subsidiary).

In 1973, HBO aired a World Wide Wrestling Federation[image: External link] event from Madison Square Garden[image: External link], headlined by a match between George Steele[image: External link] and Pedro Morales[image: External link]. During the mid-1970s, HBO aired several basketball games from the National Basketball Association[image: External link] and the American Basketball Association[image: External link] (notably, the last ABA Finals game[image: External link] in 1976, prior to the latter league's merger with the NBA, between the New York Nets[image: External link] and the Denver Nuggets[image: External link]). HBO also aired Professional Bowlers Association[image: External link] (PBA) events during the 1970s; Dick Stockton[image: External link] served as the play-by-play[image: External link] announcer and Skee Foremsky acted as the color commentator[image: External link] for the bowling[image: External link] telecasts.[109]

In 1977, HBO premiered the channel's longest-running program, and its first sports-related documentary and analysis series Inside the NFL[image: External link], featuring game reviews of National Football League games from the previous week of the league season as well as interviews with players, coaches and team management; HBO canceled the program in February 2008 after 30 seasons (the program was later acquired by rival premium channel Showtime, which began airing the series in September 2008). HBO expanded its boxing slate in September 1996, with the launch of Boxing After Dark, a program which showcases fights from up-and-coming boxing talents.

The network would build upon Inside the NFL with debut of additional sports talk and documentary programs: Race for the Pennant[image: External link] (concerning the Major League Baseball[image: External link] season, running from 1978 to 1992), Real Sports with Bryant Gumbel[image: External link] (which debuted in 1998), On the Record with Bob Costas[image: External link] (which debuted in 2001, and was revamped as Costas Now[image: External link] in 2005, ending in 2009), and Joe Buck Live[image: External link] (which ran for one season in 2009). In 2001, HBO and NFL Films[image: External link] began to jointly produce the documentary series Hard Knocks[image: External link], which follows an individual NFL team each season during training camp[image: External link] and their preparations for the upcoming football season.[24][110]

HBO Sports has been headed by several well-known television executives over the years, including its founder Steve Powell (later head of programming at ESPN[image: External link]), Dave Meister (later head of the Tennis Channel[image: External link]), Seth Abraham (later head of MSG Network[image: External link]),[24] and Ross Greenburg[image: External link].
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 Documentaries




Many of HBO's documentary series appear under the America Undercover[image: External link] brand, the regular features of which have been Real Sex[image: External link] (a late night magazine-formatted series of specials that ran from 1992 to 2009, which frankly explored a variety of mainstream and non-mainstream sexual matters[24]) and Autopsy[image: External link]. One of the most notable America Undercover specials was 1985's Soldiers in Hiding, focusing on homeless[image: External link] veterans of the Vietnam War[image: External link] living in the wilderness, which won the first Academy Award[image: External link] for a cable television service in the Best Documentary category (although HBO has had some of its documentaries enter limited theatrical release to qualify for Oscar nominations in later years).[24] HBO is also noted for its Sports of the 20th Century documentary brand. One of its most recent documentaries was Dare to Dream, about the U.S. Women's Soccer Team[image: External link] and their effort to make a difference, and featured Mia Hamm[image: External link], Kristine Lilly[image: External link], Brandi Chastain[image: External link], Joy Fawcett[image: External link] and Julie Foudy[image: External link].

HBO's first successful documentary aired in 1979, the six-part series Time Was[image: External link], which featured host Dick Cavett[image: External link] being inserted into seminal events occurring between the 1920s and the 1970s. 1981's She's Nobody's Baby, produced by Ms.[image: External link] magazine, was another well-known documentary tracing the evolution in the societal role of American women during the 20th Century; the special earned HBO the first Peabody Award[image: External link] won by a pay television service.[111] Since then, the network has brought home numerous Peabody Awards for its documentary films.[112] HBO had also broadcast informational documentaries produced in partnership with Consumer Reports[image: External link] starting in 1980, focusing on subjects from product safety to finance to health.[24] One such documentary, AIDS: Everything You and Your Family Need to Know…But Were Afraid to Ask, which aired in 1987 at the height of the AIDS[image: External link] epidemic in the U.S., provided factual information on AIDS and HIV[image: External link] and was hosted by then-Surgeon General[image: External link] C. Everett Koop[image: External link].[24]

In 2004, guided by human rights activist Ansar Burney[image: External link], an HBO team for Real Sports with Bryant Gumbel used a hidden camera to document slavery and torture in secret desert camps where boys under the age of five were trained to race camels[image: External link], a national sport in the United Arab Emirates[image: External link] (UAE). This half-hour investigative report exposed a carefully hidden child slavery[image: External link] ring that bought or kidnapped[image: External link] hundreds of young boys in Pakistan and Bangladesh, who were then forced to become camel jockeys in the UAE. The report also questioned the sincerity of U.S. diplomacy in pressuring the UAE, an ally to the United States, to comply with its own stated policy of banning the use of children under 15 from camel racing. The documentary won a Sports Emmy Award in 2004 for "Outstanding Sports Journalism" and the 2006 Alfred I. duPont–Columbia University Award[image: External link] for "Outstanding Broadcast Journalism". It also brought worldwide attention to the plight of child camel jockeys in the Middle East and helped the Ansar Burney Trust to convince the governments of Qatar[image: External link] and the UAE to end the use of children in the sport.

In 2006, film director Spike Lee[image: External link] made a two-part four-hour documentary on Hurricane Katrina[image: External link] called When the Levees Broke: A Requiem in Four Acts[image: External link]. Also in 2006, documentary artist Lauren Greenfield[image: External link] directed a feature-length film about four young women struggling with eating disorders[image: External link] seeking treatment at the Renfrew Clinic in Florida, called Thin[image: External link]. 2008 saw the U.S. television premiere of Baghdad High[image: External link], a documentary that depicted the lives of four boys attending a high school in Baghdad[image: External link], Iraq[image: External link], over the course of one year in the form of a video diary that was filmed by the boys themselves, who were given video cameras for the project.[113]

In November 2008, HBO paid low seven figures for U.S. television rights to Amy Rice and Alicia Sams's documentary, By the People: The Election of Barack Obama[image: External link]. The film covers Obama's 2006 trip to Africa, his presidential primary campaign, the 2008 general election[image: External link] and his inauguration[image: External link]. The documentary received theatrical release in New York City and Los Angeles, and aired on HBO in November 2009.[114]

In November 2012, HBO aired a four-part documentary titled Witness, each part of which is devoted to covering photojournalists in four conflict regions: Juarez[image: External link], Libya[image: External link], South Sudan[image: External link] and Rio de Janeiro[image: External link].[115] On March 28, 2013, the channel premiered the Alexandra Pelosi[image: External link]-directed documentary Fall to Grace[image: External link], about former New Jersey Governor[image: External link] Jim McGreevey[image: External link], who resigned from the post in 2011 following the revelation of an infidelity scandal that led McGreevey to come out as gay[image: External link].[116][117] On April 10, 2013, HBO aired 50 Children: The Rescue Mission of Mr. and Mrs. Kraus, a documentary about the story of Gilbert and Eleanor Kraus, a Jewish couple from Philadelphia[image: External link] who traveled to Nazi Germany[image: External link] in 1939 and, with the help of the B'rith Sholom[image: External link] fraternal organization, saved Jewish children in Vienna[image: External link] from likely death in The Holocaust[image: External link] by finding them new homes in Philadelphia. In April 2013, the channel aired the documentary An Apology to Elephants[image: External link], about the purported abuse and brutal treatment of elephants.
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 Other ventures




In addition to its linear television channels, HBO has entered into other ventures:
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 Television channels
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 Take 2




In April 1979, HBO launched its first attempt at a spin-off service, Take 2. Designed as a family-oriented mini-pay service, Take 2 was essentially formatted as an alternative to HBO, without any R-rated program content. The channel was ultimately deemed a major failure due to low subscribership and limited carriage by cable providers, and ceased operations late that summer.[100] HBO management analysized the mistakes that led to Take 2's downfall, which would result in the development of the network's second and more successful attempt at a secondary pay service, the movie-focused Cinemax, which launched on August 1, 1980.
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 Festival




In 1987,[ specify[image: External link]] HBO launched the premium channel Festival,[118] a separate service that was distinctively programmed to provide family-friendly[image: External link] fare, which featured classic[image: External link] and recent hit movies, as well as HBO's original specials (which were branded when broadcast on the channel under the banner "Centerstage", which featured stand-up comedy, concert specials and ice skating[image: External link] shows) and documentaries.

Festival, whose on-air slogan was Quality Entertainment You Welcome Home,[119] had also broadcast collections of feature films featuring a particular movie star (known as "Star Salutes"). What differed Festival from HBO was that the former channel was programmed as a family-oriented service. Atypical for a premium service, Festival featured edited versions of R-rated movies that were recut in order to fit a PG rating and allowed only high-quality series, specials and movies to be broadcast on the channel's schedule.[120]

As Festival was designed as a mini-pay premium service (formatted similarly to Take 2 before it), the cost of a monthly subscription of the channel was also priced lower than that of HBO and Cinemax. Festival provided its subscribers with a color 20-page monthly program guide. Like HBO, Festival also ran occasional free preview periods, such as the October 30 to November 2, 1987 preview hosted by Tony Randall[image: External link]. However, the channel suffered from insufficient cable carriage as only a few providers carried Festival; as such, it could not compete with then-fellow premium service The Disney Channel[image: External link], which also maintained a family-oriented programming format (that service would convert into a basic cable channel in April 1997). Festival would eventually shut down in late 1988[ specify[image: External link]].[35][118]
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 The Comedy Channel / Comedy Central




See: The Comedy Channel (United States)[image: External link] and Comedy Central[image: External link]


In 1989, HBO created The Comedy Channel, a basic cable channel[image: External link] that featured clips excerpted from stand-up comedy sets, comedic feature films and television series (using a programming model similar to the original format of MTV),[35] which launched on November 15 of that year. The channel competed with another startup comedy-oriented cable channel that debuted the following year, Viacom-owned Ha!: The TV Comedy Network[image: External link], which focused on reruns of older network sitcoms. Both channels suffered from insufficient cable carriage (both Ha! and The Comedy Channel each had fewer than 10 million subscribers). This resulted in Viacom and HBO reaching an agreement to merge Ha! and The Comedy Channel into a single channel called CTV: The Comedy Network, which debuted on April 1, 1991;[121] the channel subsequently changed its name three months later to Comedy Central due to confusion and potential legal issues with Canadian broadcaster, the CTV Television Network[image: External link]. Time Warner/HBO exited the venture when Viacom bought out its 50% stake in Comedy Central for $1.23 billion in April 2003.[122]
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 Television and film production




HBO formed the production company HBO Independent Productions in 1990, which mainly served to produce sitcoms[image: External link] for broadcast television and basic cable (which included series such as Martin[image: External link], Roc[image: External link], The Ben Stiller Show[image: External link] and Everybody Loves Raymond[image: External link]). HBO Downtown Productions[image: External link] was formed one year later, producing comedy specials for HBO, as well as program content for Comedy Central (such as Politically Incorrect with Bill Maher[image: External link] and Dr. Katz, Professional Therapist[image: External link]).

HBO also operates HBO Films, which was established in 1999 as a reconfiguration and consolidation of two separate movie divisions operated by Home Box Office Inc., HBO NYC Productions and HBO Pictures. HBO also operated another film division called HBO Showcase, which began operations in 1986; it was shut down in 1996 and was relaunched as HBO NYC Productions.

HBO also participated in a number of joint ventures[image: External link] in film production:


	In 1982, HBO entered into a joint venture with Columbia Pictures[image: External link] and CBS Theatrical Films[image: External link] to form Tri-Star Pictures[image: External link] (the hyphen[image: External link] was dropped from the name in 1991), in order to pool resources to split the ever-growing costs of making feature films. Tri-Star's first production, The Natural[image: External link], was released in 1984. CBS sold its ownership stake in the studio in November 1985.[123] In April 1987, Tri-Star entered into the television production business with the formation of Tri-Star Television[image: External link]. HBO relinquished its stake in Tri-Star that December, with Columbia Pictures buying its venture shares and merging Columbia and Tri-Star into Columbia Pictures Entertainment. As of 2015, TriStar operates as a production arm of Sony Pictures Entertainment.

	In 1983, HBO entered into a limited partnership[image: External link] with Thorn EMI[image: External link] to create Silver Screen Partners[image: External link], which was the first LP of its kind that was developed for the purpose of financing the production of feature films. The studio only released seven films between 1983 and 1986, most of which were not commercial or critical successes, with the minor exception of the 1985 comedy film Volunteers[image: External link].[100]


	In 1993, HBO invested in upstart film production company Savoy Pictures[image: External link] (co-founded by Victor A. Kaufman and Lewis J. Korman). The studio held investments in other properties including Savoy Broadcasting, a minority-owned communications firm, that evolved into SF Broadcasting[image: External link] (which was operated in a joint venture with the Fox Broadcasting Company[image: External link], and affiliated its four stations[image: External link] with that network between September 1995 and January 1996). Savoy Pictures was unable to experience success with any of its feature film releases, and eventually folded in 1997.[100]


	In 2005, HBO Films and New Line Cinema formed Picturehouse[image: External link], a worldwide theatrical distribution company for high-quality independent films[image: External link]. The company was shut down in 2008 as part of the consolidation of New Line with its sister studio Warner Bros. Entertainment (Picturehouse CEO[image: External link] Bob Berney would later resurrect the studio as an independent entity from Time Warner).[100]
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 Home video




As objections to the advent of home video from factions of the entertainment industry began to die down, in November 1984, HBO partnered with independent film distributor Thorn EMI to form Thorn EMI/HBO Video.[124] Thorn EMI cut various distribution agreements with smaller film production companies that did not have their own home video units, such as Orion Pictures and New Line Cinema.[35] In 1986, Cannon Films[image: External link] bought out Thorn EMI's interest in the unit, which was accordingly renamed HBO/Cannon Video. Cannon dropped out of the venture by 1987 after the studio took a financial hit following its attempt at a series of larger budget films that did not experience box office success; the unit was then renamed HBO Video.[35] Over time, HBO Video (which eventually became HBO Home Entertainment by the early 2010s[image: External link]) shifted away from releasing films from independent studios to releasing HBO's catalog of original programs and films on DVD and Blu-ray Disc.[35]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Merchandising




Various products have been marketed that have used the HBO trademark and/or are based around the channel's programming. In 2005, HBO entered into an agreement with Cingular Wireless[image: External link] to establish HBO Mobile, a pre- smartphone[image: External link] era mobile web service.[125] Operating as a pay service (a model similar to that used by the channel itself), HBO Mobile featured information on HBO's original programming (including episode guides), mobile wallpapers[image: External link] and ringtones[image: External link] voiced by cast members of the channel's series (HBO Mobile also operated a similar service, HBO Family Mobile, which offered full-length episodes of the channel's children's programming). That same year, Mattel[image: External link] and Screenlife[image: External link] released a version of the DVD interactive game Scene It?[image: External link], featuring trivia relating to HBO's original series.
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 Branding




When HBO launched in 1972, its original logo was merely consisted of the "Home Box Office" name and a ticket stub surrounded by a lighted marquee[image: External link]. The original version of its current logo (designed by Bemis Balkind) was introduced in 1975, using an uppercase bold "HBO" text with a circle inside the 'O', which in turn cuts into the 'B'. The logo was modified in 1980 (although it did not completely replace the original version until 1981), with the 'B' and the 'O' becoming full letterforms, albeit continuing to be attached to each other. The simplicity of the logo makes it fairly easy to duplicate, something HBO has taken advantage of many times over the years.

The logo became iconic due to a program opening sequence produced in 1981 by New York City production firm Liberty Studios[image: External link], nicknamed "HBO in Space", which was used from September 20, 1982 to September 30, 1997.[126] The original full version begins with a window shot of a family (or alternately, a married couple) in an apartment sitting down to watch HBO on their television set (which was replaced by a cloudscape that faded into the city sequence in December 1983), which transitions to a fly-through over a constructed model cityscape and countryside. A starburst – or "stargate effect" – then occurs following a pan towards a star-filled sky (which begins a shorter version of the sequence), unveiling a chrome-plated HBO logo that flies and rotates into view; colored light beams encircle the side of the "O", then flash to a partially animated sequence featuring more lights racing counter-clockwise in its interior on a silver axis, revealing "HBO Feature Presentation" or another program type (such as "Standing Room Only", "HBO Special" or "On Location") in block text, before additional beams sweep across the text and shine, with more flashing into a fade to black. Most variants of this sequence were discontinued in 1986, except for the feature presentation (which was relegated to use only for the main prime time film), "Saturday Night Movie" and "Sunday Night Movie" variants (the latter two of which were discontinued in 1993). Many versions of the intro are available on YouTube, including one uploaded to HBO's official YouTube channel.[127] The accompanying fanfare – originally composed for Score Productions[image: External link] by Ferdinand Jay Smith III of Jay Advertising[image: External link], who adapted the theme from the Scherzo movement of Antonín Dvořák[image: External link]'s Ninth Symphony[image: External link] – has become a musical signature for HBO, and has been used in feature presentation, upcoming program and evening schedule bumpers, and network IDs since 1998 with various arrangements from horns[image: External link] to piano[image: External link] being used over the years.

Another well-known HBO program opener, "Neon Lights", began movies airing outside of primetime from November 1, 1986, to September 30, 1997. The sequence, set to a synth and electric guitar theme, begins with a purple HBO logo on a film strip with blue, green and pink light rays shooting through it as the strip rotates out of view; the lights shoot through several glowing CG slots until a flash of light hits a field of spheres in varying colors, which zoom out to form a light purple HBO logo overlaid by a cursive magenta "Movie" script against a black background with rows of light purple spheres.[128] From 1997 to 1999, HBO used several feature presentation bumpers designed by Pittard Sullivan featuring the network logo in different situations (such as a fish in water, a celebrity in a limousine[image: External link], a large HBO logo chasing a man and a neon HBO logo on the rooftop of a building); these sequences were also used by the network as IDs from 1997 to 2002, and in upcoming program and evening schedule bumpers until 2000.

From September 1999 to April 1, 2011, HBO used a Pittard Sullivan-designed CGI feature presentation bumper sequence that features a flyover similar to the 1982 sequence, starting with the front of a movie theater featuring a marquee that reads "HBO Feature Presentation", and trekking through a country road, a snowy mountain road near a cliff and a desert road (respectively passing under a tower, tunnel and tanker truck shaped in the individual letters of the HBO logotype); this leads into a road in an urban neighborhood (with skyscrapers[image: External link] visible in the background) that becomes a bridge upon the city's downtown[image: External link]
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