

  

    

  




    

    




    [image: The cover of the recommended book]


Transcendental Magic: Its Doctrine and Ritual



Lévi, Éliphas

8596547787709

353

Buy now and read (Advertising)

In "Transcendental Magic: Its Doctrine and Ritual," √âliphas L√©vi presents a profound exploration of the esoteric practices of magic, intertwining elements of mysticism, philosophy, and the occult. Written in a rich, evocative style, the book articulates a comprehensive framework for understanding the metaphysical principles that underpin magical practices. L√©vi meticulously dissects the symbolism of the tarot, the Kabbalah, and the principles of alchemy, providing a scholarly analysis that positions magic within the broader context of spiritual and philosophical traditions of the 19th century. His work serves as both a guide for practitioners and a scholarly examination of the rituals associated with transcendental magic, bridging the gap between the sacred and the profane. √âliphas L√©vi, a pivotal figure in the revival of Western occultism, was deeply influenced by his background in religious studies, philosophy, and the burgeoning interest in the metaphysical during his time. His lifetime experiences, including brushes with scholarly institutions and personal explorations of spirituality, shaped his views on the potential of human consciousness and its ability to interact with the divine. These experiences inform his intricate theories presented in this seminal work, marking a significant contribution to occult literature. I highly recommend "Transcendental Magic" to readers intrigued by the mystical dimensions of human experience, as well as those seeking to understand the deeper philosophical underpinnings of magic. L√©vi'Äôs insightful analyses and rich symbolism not only inform practitioners but also captivate those who wish to explore the crossroads of magic, spirituality, and philosophy.
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Arthur Edward Waite's "The Book of Ceremonial Magic (Illustrated Edition)" delves into the esoteric traditions of ceremonial magic, illuminating the distinctive practices and philosophies that have permeated occult literature. Combining meticulous scholarship with a rich narrative style, Waite examines the historical origins of magic, its rituals, and its intricate symbolism, supported by striking illustrations that enhance the reader's understanding of the material. Addressing both the spiritual and mundane applications of magic, the book situates these practices within a broader cultural framework, allowing for a nuanced exploration of their significance across various epochs. Waite, an eminent scholar and a pivotal figure in the revival of Western esotericism, was deeply influenced by the mystical traditions of the Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn, of which he was a prominent member. His vast knowledge of alchemy, Kabbalah, and Tarot shaped his approach to the subject matter, imbuing it with both scholarly rigor and mystical insight. Waite's intention was not merely to convey knowledge but to instill a sense of reverence for the sacred mysteries of the magical arts. For readers intrigued by the allure of the occult, Waite's "The Book of Ceremonial Magic" serves as an invaluable resource. It not only provides a comprehensive guide to the rituals and symbols of magic but also invites readers to reflect on the spiritual truths underlying these arcane practices. This illustrated edition is a vital addition to any library devoted to the study of the esoteric and will enrich both novice seekers and seasoned practitioners alike.
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In "Modern Magic," M. Schele de Vere embarks on an ambitious exploration of the intersections between science and the arcane, articulating how the undercurrents of mystical practices inform contemporary understanding of the natural world. Employing a clear and engaging prose style, de Vere deftly intertwines historical context with an analysis of various magical traditions, ultimately positing that the boundaries between magic and science are more porous than conventionally perceived. This critical examination not only investigates the metaphysical foundations of magic but also reflects the 19th-century fascination with both scientific discovery and supernatural phenomena, positioning the work within a burgeoning intellectual climate that sought reconciliation between the empirical and the elusive. M. Schele de Vere, a prominent figure in the field of philology and an ardent advocate for the study of comparative linguistics, delved into "Modern Magic" during a period of great cultural upheaval and transformation. His academic background and deep interest in language and its power likely influenced his approach to magical narratives, enabling him to reinterpret them with newfound rigor. De Vere's diverse scholarly pursuits illuminate his vision for this text as a means to bridge the chasm between rigorous scientific inquiry and the artistic expressions of the mystical. Readers intrigued by the complex relationship between science and the supernatural will find "Modern Magic" an enlightening and provocative work. De Vere's synthesis of historical scholarship and imaginative speculation invites a reconsideration of both disciplines, encouraging readers to engage with the enchantments of the past while reflecting on their relevance in contemporary discourse. This book is essential for anyone interested in exploring the magical undercurrents that continue to shape human thought.
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In "Collectanea Hermetica," William Wynn Westcott presents a comprehensive compilation of Hermetic texts that explore the intricate relationship between esoteric philosophy and mystical experience. The work spans a variety of sources, including translations and original texts, all contributing to an understanding of the Hermetic tradition as it relates to magic, alchemy, and spirituality. Westcott'Äôs literary style melds meticulous scholarship with an accessible prose, making profound metaphysical concepts approachable for both scholars and lay readers. This anthology serves as a pivotal entry point into the rich tapestry of Hermetic thought, indicative of the late 19th-century revival of interest in occultism and secret societies, particularly within the context of the burgeoning Theosophical movement. William Wynn Westcott was not only a leading figure in the Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn but also a physician and a scholar deeply entrenched in various esoteric traditions. His diverse background in medicine and his earnest passion for the occult informed his work on "Collectanea Hermetica," as Westcott sought to synthesize knowledge from various paradigms to enlighten contemporary readers about ancient wisdom. His scholarly approach draws on both historical context and personal mystical insights, resulting in a text that is both authoritative and deeply personal. For those intrigued by the arcane and the mystical, "Collectanea Hermetica" is an indispensable resource that promises to enrich the reader'Äôs understanding of Hermeticism. Whether you are an established scholar of the occult or a curious seeker, Westcott's compilation invites you to embark on an intellectual journey through the profound and often hidden truths of the Hermetic tradition.
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Delving into the esoteric and transformative world of Thelema, 'THE RELIGION OF THELEMA' assembles a profound selection of writings that encapsulate its mystical philosophies and rituals. This anthology explores the pioneering vision of Thelema, characterized by its tenets of self-discovery, spiritual enlightenment, and cosmic balance. These works transcend conventional religious boundaries, offering innovative interpretations through a range of literary styles, from cryptic poetry to philosophical exegesis, thereby challenging pre-existing paradigms and inviting readers to reimagine the cosmos and their place within it. Central to this anthology are the collaborative efforts of visionary figures Aleister Crowley, S. L. MacGregor Mathers, and Mary d'Este Sturges. These authors, each instrumental to the occult revival of the late 19th and early 20th centuries, bring forth a tapestry of thought steeped in Hermetic wisdom and Eastern spirituality. Their diverse backgrounds coalesce, informing and enriching the spiritual and philosophical discourse of Thelema. This collection aligns with the broader Hermetic Tradition, reflecting its historical and cultural resonance within Western esotericism. For scholars and seekers alike, 'THE RELIGION OF THELEMA' provides an unparalleled gateway into the multifaceted universe of Thelema. Engaging with this anthology offers readers the rare opportunity to encounter revolutionary ideas that challenge the status quo and inspire a re-examination of reality through diverse perspectives. Its comprehensive exploration of esoteric thought and practice that spans generations positions this collection as both an educational asset and a source of profound personal insight, elevating it as a must-read in any spiritual or philosophical library.
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  1. Had! The manifestation of Nuit.




  2. The unveiling of the company of heaven.




  3. Every man and every woman is a star.




  4. Every number is infinite; there is no difference.




  5. Help me, o warrior lord of Thebes, in my unveiling before the Children of men!




  6. Be thou Hadit, my secret centre, my heart & my tongue!




  7. Behold! it is revealed by Aiwass the minister of Hoor-paar-kraat.




  8. The Khabs is in the Khu, not the Khu in the Khabs.




  9. Worship then the Khabs, and behold my light shed over you!




  10. Let my servants be few & secret: they shall rule the many & the known.




  11. These are fools that men adore; both their Gods & their men are fools.




  12. Come forth, o children, under the stars, & take your fill of love!




  13. I am above you and in you. My ecstasy is in yours. My joy is to see your joy.




  14. Above, the gemmèd azure is The naked splendour of Nuit; She bends in ecstasy to kiss The secret ardours of Hadit. The winged globe, the starry blue, Are mine, O Ankh-af-na-khonsu!




  15. Now ye shall know that the chosen priest & apostle of infinite space is the prince-priest the Beast; and in his woman called the Scarlet Woman is all power given. They shall gather my children into their fold: they shall bring the glory of the stars into the hearts of men.




  16. For he is ever a sun, and she a moon. But to him is the winged secret flame, and to her the stooping starlight.




  17. But ye are not so chosen.




  18. Burn upon their brows, o splendrous serpent!




  19. O azure-lidded woman, bend upon them!




  20. The key of the rituals is in the secret word which I have given unto him.




  21. With the God & the Adorer I am nothing: they do not see me. They are as upon the earth; I am Heaven, and there is no other God than me, and my lord Hadit.




  22. Now, therefore, I am known to ye by my name Nuit, and to him by a secret name which I will give him when at last he knoweth me. Since I am Infinite Space, and the Infinite Stars thereof, do ye also thus. Bind nothing! Let there be no difference made among you between any one thing & any other thing; for thereby there cometh hurt.




  23. But whoso availeth in this, let him be the chief of all!




  24. I am Nuit, and my word is six and fifty.




  25. Divide, add, multiply, and understand.




  26. Then saith the prophet and slave of the beauteous one: Who am I, and what shall be the sign? So she answered him, bending down, a lambent flame of blue, all-touching, all penetrant, her lovely hands upon the black earth, & her lithe body arched for love, and her soft feet not hurting the little flowers: Thou knowest! And the sign shall be my ecstasy, the consciousness of the continuity of existence, the omnipresence of my body.




  27. Then the priest answered & said unto the Queen of Space, kissing her lovely brows, and the dew of her light bathing his whole body in a sweet-smelling perfume of sweat: O Nuit, continuous one of Heaven, let it be ever thus; that men speak not of Thee as One but as None; and let them speak not of thee at all, since thou art continuous!




  28. None, breathed the light, faint & faery, of the stars, and two.




  29. For I am divided for love's sake, for the chance of union.




  30. This is the creation of the world, that the pain of division is as nothing, and the joy of dissolution all.




  31. For these fools of men and their woes care not thou at all! They feel little; what is, is balanced by weak joys; but ye are my chosen ones.




  32. Obey my prophet! follow out the ordeals of my knowledge! seek me only! Then the joys of my love will redeem ye from all pain. This is so: I swear it by the vault of my body; by my sacred heart and tongue; by all I can give, by all I desire of ye all.




  33. Then the priest fell into a deep trance or swoon, & said unto the Queen of Heaven; Write unto us the ordeals; write unto us the rituals; write unto us the law!




  34. But she said: the ordeals I write not: the rituals shall be half known and half concealed: the Law is for all.




  35. This that thou writest is the threefold book of Law.




  36. My scribe Ankh-af-na-khonsu, the priest of the princes, shall not in one letter change this book; but lest there be folly, he shall comment thereupon by the wisdom of Ra-Hoor-Khu-it.




  37. Also the mantras and spells; the obeah and the wanga; the work of the wand and the work of the sword; these he shall learn and teach.




  38. He must teach; but he may make severe the ordeals.




  39. The word of the Law is θελημα.




  40. Who calls us Thelemites will do no wrong, if he look but close into the word. For there are therein Three Grades, the Hermit, and the Lover, and the man of Earth. Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the Law.




  41. The word of Sin is Restriction. O man! refuse not thy wife, if she will! O lover, if thou wilt, depart! There is no bond that can unite the divided but love: all else is a curse. Accursed! Accursed be it to the aeons! Hell.




  42. Let it be that state of manyhood bound and loathing. So with thy all; thou hast no right but to do thy will.




  43. Do that, and no other shall say nay.




  44. For pure will, unassuaged of purpose, delivered from the lust of result, is every way perfect.




  45. The Perfect and the Perfect are one Perfect and not two; nay, are none!
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