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      “Here is a loving, tender-hearted, gospel-confident pastor, calling pastors to be loving, tender-hearted, gospel-confident counselors. David Powlison lived the message of this book and gave his life to mobilizing the church to believe it and live it as well. If you’re a pastor, this book is a must-read, but not just once. Read it again and again, praying that its beautiful vision would become your daily ministry model.”

      Paul David Tripp, President, Paul Tripp Ministries; author, New Morning Mercies and My Heart Cries Out

      “It is a rare privilege to get to hear from someone who devoted his life to being good at one thing. That is what you hold—a conversation with David Powlison about what it means to be a pastor who counsels well. That is what David devoted his life to exploring. Learn from him about the beauty and unique opportunities that emerge from counseling as a pastor, and every area of your ministry (teaching, preaching, mentoring, administration) will be enriched. Your ability to serve as an ambassador of Christ to those who are hurting will be enhanced.”

      Brad Hambrick, Pastor of Counseling, The Summit Church, Durham, North Carolina

      “David Powlison was a remarkable man. Out of his passion that the church of Jesus Christ take up the mantle of care for broken human beings in this fallen world, he became the quintessential leader of the biblical counseling movement. Out of his incredible gifting to communicate this with beauty and grace, he became one of the most compelling Christian authors of his generation. As a busy pastor myself, I promise that you and your church need to hear what Powlison has to say. If you are looking for a glorious, compelling, and clear introduction to the heart of Christ for his church, you will not find a better place to start than this book.”

      Heath Lambert, Senior Pastor, First Baptist Church of Jacksonville; Executive Director, Association of Certified Biblical Counselors; author, A Theology of Biblical Counseling and Finally Free

      “David Powlison’s book is a profoundly fitting final gift to the church. It is a book that takes us to the very heart of everything David believed the church and her pastors should be, a vision that is simultaneously thrilling and challenging, visionary and practical, theologically rich and culturally astute. My work as a pastor is so much better because of it. This book will expand your pastoral ambitions and encourage you to be more like Christ. Every pastor will profit from it.”

      Steve Midgley, Executive Director, Biblical Counselling UK; Senior Minister, Christ Church Cambridge; coauthor, The Heart of Anger

      “Pastors have unique opportunities to counsel unlike anyone else. With his typically rich insights and thought-provoking analysis, David Powlison encourages pastors to counsel and shepherd their church members. Buy a copy and give this Christ-honoring book to your pastor. He’ll be strengthened and encouraged through it!”

      Deepak Reju, Pastor of Biblical Counseling and Family Ministry, Capitol Hill Baptist Church, Washington, DC; author, The Pastor and Counseling

      “When our preaching reaches people’s hearts with the gospel, it raises as many questions as it answers. That’s where our pastoral counseling comes in—gentle, honest conversations with sinners and sufferers who want Jesus at their personal point of need. David Powlison is a faithful guide, helping us pastors fulfill this deeper ministry, where people get traction for newness of life.”

      Ray Ortlund, President, Renewal Ministries
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      Foreword

      I am so pleased to introduce this concise monograph from David Powlison. As with most of David’s writings, this is a rich banquet. You will return to it and find more. I am also sad that this is a posthumous publication. David went to be with the one he loved above all others in June 2019. Reading The Pastor as Counselor, I miss him all the more.

      David was a polymath who knew much about many things. After working with him for almost forty years I still chuckled at his passing references to specific flowers, trees, and birds; quotes from early church fathers; details of a solar event scheduled to appear later that evening; and trivia about Philadelphia sports—those references made all the more amazing because he grew up in Hawaii and spent his pre-CCEF (Christian Counseling & Educational Foundation) years in Boston. But these were peripheral adornments on a man who knew Jesus and loved him, fed on the word, was wholly engaged with the person in front of him, and could enjoy teasing close friends and family (and was happy to be teased). He went through life knowing that he was created in God’s image yet also had much in common with the grass of the field that passes quickly. All this might not be enough of an introduction to persuade you to love him as I and many others do, but perhaps it is enough for you to know that he will be a trustworthy and engaging guide to the pastor as counselor.

      For all its practical direction, this book is not intended to be a how-to manual. It is more a marker that clarifies your place in this sometimes confusing world of counseling. It reminds you that—right now—you have much counsel you can offer to others and already have offered, and imagines the path ahead. It will serve you both as an introduction to biblical counseling and as a long-term mentor.

      David will persuade you that your ministry is both the public ministry and private ministry of the word. Pastoral care includes both. He will keep larger culture matters in view, especially the psychotherapies and their reputations to go deep and cure souls. In contrast he lets Scripture state what we all know: God alone reveals the depths of the heart and its cure in the gospel of Jesus Christ. We might not be the most skilled practitioners. Yet Scripture accents how weak, prayerful, and loving friends are the pastoral engine of our churches. It also leads us in always-growing wisdom in “the art of arts,” which is Gregory the Great’s description of pastoral care and counsel.

      David’s questions throughout this volume will cause you to assess where you are in your own counseling theory and skills. Like all good questions, each could provoke fruitful reflection and stimulating conversations with colleagues and friends. All this will make The Pastor as Counselor the thickest small book you have ever studied. My fifth read was as helpful as the first.

      Edward T. Welch
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